
THE ARABIAN NIGHTS "W hen the breeze of a joyful dawn blew free In the silken sail of infancy, The tide of time flow'd back with me, The forward- flowing time of time; And many a sheeny  summer morn, Adown the T
igris I was borne, By Ba gdat's shrines of fretted gold, High-walled gardens green and old; True Mussulman was I and sworn, For it was in the golden prime Of good Haroun Alraschid. " Anight my shallop, rustlin
g thro' The low and bl oomèd foliage, drove The fragrant, glistening deeps, and clove The citron-shadows in the blue: By garden porches on  the b r im , The costly doors flung open wide, Gold g littering thro' lamplight 
dim, And broider'd sofas on each side: In sooth it was a goodly time, For it was in the golden prime Of good Haroun Alraschid." ALF RED, LOR D TEN NYSON. THE TALKING BIRD, THE SINGING  TREE, AND THE GO
LDEN WATER Th ere was an emperor of Persia named Kosrouschah, who, when he first came to his crown, in order to obtain a know ledge of affairs, took gr eat pleasure in night excursions, attended by  a trusty minister. 
He often walke d in disguise through the city, and met with many adventures, one of the most remarkable of which happened to him u p on his first ramble, whi ch was not long after his accession to the thro ne of his father. 
After the cer emonies of his father's funeral rites and his own inauguration were over, the new sultan, as well from inclination as from d ut y, went out one evenin g  attended by his grand vizier, disguised like himself, to obs
erve what w as transacting in the city. As he was passing through a street in that part of the town inhabited only by the meaner sort, he hea rd some people talking ve r y loud; and going close to the house whence t he noise proc
eeded, an d looking through a crack in the door, perceived a light, and three sisters sitting on a sofa, conversing together after supper. By what the eldest said he pre s ently understood the subject of their conversatio n was wish
es: "for, " said she, "since we are talking about wishes, mine shall be to have the sultan's baker for my husband, for then I shall eat my fill o f that bread, which by way of excellence is called the sultan's; let us see if your tast es are as 
good as mine." "For my part," replied the second sister, "I wish I was wife to the sultan's chief cook, for then I should eat of the most excell ent dishes; and as I am persu aded that the sultan's bread is common in the palace, I sh ould not 
wan t any of that; therefore you see," addressing herself to her eldest sist er, "that I have a better taste than you." The youngest sister, w h o was very beautiful, and  had more charms and wit than the two elder, spoke in her tu rn: "Fo
r m y part, sisters," said she, "I shall not limit my desires to such trifles, but  take a higher flight; and since we are upon wishing, I wish t o be the emperor's queen -consort. I would make him father of a prince, whose hair shou ld be
 g old on one side of his head, and silver on the other; when he cried, the te ars from his eyes should be pearls; and when he smiled, his vermilion lips sh o uld look like a rosebud fresh-blown." The three sisters' wishes, pa rtic
u larly that of the youngest, seemed so singular to the sultan, that he resolve d  t o gratify them in their desires; but w ith out commun ic ating his design to his grand vizier, he charged him only to take not ice

 of the house, and bring the three sisters before him the following day. The gran d  vizier, in executing the emperor's orders, w ould but just g ive the sisters time to dress themselves to appear before his majest y, 
without telling them the reason. He brought them to the palace, and presented them to the emperor, who said to them, "Do yo u remem ber the wishes you expressed last night, when you were all in so pleas a

nt a mood? Speak the truth; I must know what they were." At these unexpected words  of the emp eror, the three sisters were much conf oun ded.  They cast down their eyes and blushed, and the colour which rose in the chee
ks of the youngest quite captivated the emperor's heart. Modesty, and fear lest the y m ig ht  have offended by their conversati on, kept them silent. The emperor, perceiving their confusion, said to encourage the

m, "Fear nothing, I did not send for you to distress you; and since I see that without  my inte nding it, this is the effect of the qu estion I asked, as I know the wish of each, I will relieve you from your fears. You," a
dded he, "who wished to be my wife, shall have your desire this day; and you," cont in ued he, addressing himself to the t wo elder sisters, "shall also be married to my chief baker and cook." As soon as the sul

tan had declared his pleasure, the youngest sister, setting her elders an example, t hr ew herself at the emperor's feet to expr ess her gratitude. "Sir," said she, "my wish, since it is come to your majesty's knowledge, w
as expressed only in the way of conversation and amusement. I am unworthy of the h on our y ou do me, and supplicate your pard on for my presumption." The other two sisters would have excused themselves also, but the e

mperor, interrupting them, said, "No, no; it shall be as I have declared; the wishes of a ll sh all be  fulfilled." The nuptials were all c elebrated that day, as the emperor had resolved, but in a different manner. The youngest sister
's were solemnized with all the rejoicings usual at the marriages of the emperors of Pe rsi a; and those of the other two sister s according to the quality and distinction of their husbands; the one as the sultan's chief baker,
 and the other as head cook. The two elder felt strongly the disproportion of their marr ia ge s to that of their younger sister. Th is consideration made them far from being content, though they were arrived at the utmost heig

ht of their late wishes, and much beyond their hopes. They gave themselves up to an exce ss o f jealousy, which not only distu rbed their joy, but was the cause of great trouble and affliction to the queen-consort, their young
er sister. They had not an opportunity to communicate their thoughts to each other on the prefere nce th e emperor had given her, but we re altogether employed in preparing themselves for the celebration of their marriages. Some day
s afterward, when they had an opportunity of seeing each other at the public baths, the eldes t s aid to the other: "Well, what sa y you to our sister's great fortune? Is not she a fine person to be a queen!" "I must own," said the
 other sister, "I cannot conceive what charms the emperor could discover to be so bewitched  b y her. Was it a reason sufficient  for him not to cast his eyes on you, because she was somewhat younger? You were as worthy o
f his throne, and in justice he ought to have preferred you." "Sister," said the elder, "I should n o t  have regretted if his majesty had but pitched upon you; but that he should choose that little simpleton really grieves me. But I 
will revenge myself; and you, I think, are as much concerned as I; therefore, I propose that we s h o uld c ontrive measures and act in co ncert: communicate to me what you think the likeliest way to mortify her, while I, on my side, will i
nform you what my desire of revenge shall suggest to me." After this wicked agreement, the two  s is te rs saw each other frequently, and  consulted how they might disturb and interrupt the happiness of the queen. They proposed a gre
at many ways, but in deliberating about the manner of executing them, found so many difficulties  th at they durst not attempt them. In th e meantime, with a detestable dissimulation, they often went together to make her visits, and ever
y time showed her all the marks of affection they could devise, to persuade her how overjoyed they wer e to have a sister raised to so hig h a fortune. The queen, on her part, constantly received them with all the demonstrations of estee
m they could expect from so near a relative. Some time after her marriage, the expected birth of  an heir gave great joy to th e queen and emperor, which was communicated to all the court, and spread throughout the empir
e. Upon this news the two sisters came to pay their compliments, and proffered their services, desi ring her, if not p rovided with nurses, to accept of them. The queen said to them most obligingly: "Sisters, I should
 desire nothing more, if it were in my power to make the choice. I am, however, obliged to you fo r y our goodwill, but must submit to what the emperor shall order on this occasion. Let your husband s
 employ their friends to make interest, and get some courtier to ask this favour of his majesty, a nd  if he speaks to me about it, be assured that I shall not only express the pleasure he does me but t h
ank him for making choice of you." The two husbands applied themselves to some courtiers, the ir pat rons,  and begged of them to use their interest to procure their wives the honour they aspired to. Those p atr

o ns exerted themselves so much in their behalf that the emperor promised them to conside r of the mat ter , and was as good as his word; for in conversation with the queen he told her that he thought her siste rs 
we re the most proper persons to be about her, but would not name them before he had as ked her  con sent. The queen, sensible of the deference the emperor so obligingly paid her, said to him, "Sir, I was prep ared 
to d o as your majesty might please to command. But since you have been so kind as to t hin k o f my si sters, I thank you for the regard you have shown them for my sake, and therefore I shall not dissemble that I h ad rat
her h ave them than strangers." The emperor therefore named the queen's two siste rs to be  he r atte nd ants; and from that time they went frequently to the palace, overjoyed at the opportunity they would have of execut ing the
 detes table wickedness they had meditated against the queen. Shortly afterward a young pri n ce,  as bright as the day, was born to the queen; but neither his innocence nor beauty could move the cruel hearts of the mercil ess sist
ers. The y wrapped him up carelessly in his cloths and put him into a basket, whi ch they ab ando ne d to the stream of a small canal that ran under the queen's apartment, and declared that she had given birth to a puppy. T his dreadf
ul intellig ence was announced to the emperor, who became so angry at the cir cum sta nc e,  that he was likely to have occasioned the queen's death, if his grand vizier had not represented to him that he could n ot, without i
njustice, m ake her answerable for the misfortune. In the meantime, the baske t in  w hich the little prince was exposed was carried by the stream beyond a wall which bounded the prospect of the quee n's apartment
, and from th ence floated with the current down the gardens. By chance the  int e ndant of the emperor's gardens, one of the principal officers of the kingdom, was walking in the garden by the si de of this canal
, and, perceivi ng a basket floating, called to a gardener who was not far of f, t o bring  it to shore that he might see what it contained. The gardener, with a rake which he had in his hand, drew the basket to the sid
e of the canal, to ok it up, and gave it to him. The intendant of the gardens  w as ex tremely surprised to see in the basket a child, which, though he knew it could be but just born, had very fin e features. This off
icer had been marr ied several years, but though he had always been de sir o us of having children, Heaven had never blessed him with any. This accident interrupted his walk: he ma de the gardener follo
w him with the child , and when he came to his own house, which was s itua t ed at t he  entrance to the gardens of the palace, went into his wife's apartment. "Wife," said he, "as we have no c hildren of our own,

 God has sent us  one. I recommend him to you; provide him a nurs e, and ta ke as much c are of him as if he were our own son; for, from this moment, I acknowledge him as such." The intendant' s wife received t
he child with g reat joy, and took particular pleasure in the care o f him. Th e in t en dant himself would not inquire too narrowly whence the infant came. He saw plainly it came not far off from th e queen's apa

rtment, but it  was not his business to examine too closely int o what had  pas s ed , nor to create disturbances in a place where peace was so necessary. The following year another prince w as born, on 
whom the u nnatural sisters had no more compassion than on his brother, but e xp os ed him likewise in a basket and set him adrift in the canal, pretending, this time, that the sultana had give n birth to a

 cat. It was  happy also for this child that the intendant of t he gardens was wa lki ng by the canal side, for he had it carried to his wife, and charged her to take as much care of it as of the form er, which 
was as ag reeable to her inclination as it was to his own.  The emperor of P ersi a was more enraged this time against the queen than before, and she had felt the effects of his anger if the grand vizier's re
monstranc es had not prevailed. The third year the queen  gave birth to a prin cess , which innocent babe underwent the same fate as her brothers, for the two sisters, being determined not to d esist from
 their detes table schemes till they had seen the queen ca st off and humbled, claimed that a log of wood had been born and exposed this infant also on the canal. But the princess, as well as her b rothers, w

as preserved  from death by the compassion and charity of the intendant of the gar dens. Kosrouschah could no longer contain himself, when he was informed of the new misfortune. He pronou nced sente
nce of death up on the wretched queen and ordered the grand v izier to see it execute d. The grand vizier and the courtiers who were present cast themselves at the emperor's feet, to beg of him to  revoke the se

ntence. "Your m ajesty, I hope, will give me leave," said the grand  vizier, "to represen t to you, that the laws which condemn persons to death were made to punish crimes; the three extraordinary m isfortunes of th
e queen are not crimes, for in what can she be said to have contrib uted toward them?  Y our majesty may abstain from seeing her, but let her live. The affliction in which she will spend the rest of h er life, after the l
oss of your favo ur, will be a punishment sufficiently distressing." Th e emperor of Pe rsia considered with himself, and, reflecting that it was unjust to condemn the queen to d eath for what ha d happened, sai
d: "Let her live th en; I will spare her life, but it shall be on this condition : that she s hall desire to die more than once every day. Let a wooden shed be built for her at the gate o f the princip al mosque, with
 iron bars to the windows, and let her be put into it, in the coarsest habit;  and ever y Mussulman that shall go into the mosque to prayers shall heap scorn upo n her. If an y one fail, I will 
have him expose d to the same punishment; and that I may be punctually o beyed, I charge yo u, vizier, to appoint persons to see this done." The emperor pronounce d his sen tence in such a 
tone that the gra nd vizier durst not further remonstrate; and it was executed , to the g reat satisfaction of the two envious sisters. A shed was built, and the qu een, tru ly worthy of co
mpassion, was p ut into it and exposed ignominiously to the contempt of the p eo ple, which usage she bore with a patient resignation that excited the compa ssion of those w
ho were discrimi nating and judged of things better than the vulgar. The two prin ce s and the princess were, in the meantime, nursed and brought up by the i ntend ant of the garde
ns and his wife w ith the tenderness of a father and mother; and as they advanced in a ge, they all showed marks of superi or dignity, whic h discovered i tself e very day by a ce
rtain air which c ould only belong to exalted birth. All this increased the affections of th e  int endant and  his wife, who called the e ldest prince Bahman,
 and the second Perviz, both of them names of the most ancient emperors of Persia, a nd t he p rincess, Periezade, whi ch nam e also had been
 borne by severa l queens and princesses of the kingdom. As soon as the two princes w ere o ld enoug h, the intendant prov ided p roper masters t
o teach them to r ead and write; and the princess, their sister, who was often with them,  show in g a gre at desire to learn, the intenda nt, plea sed with her qui
ckness, employe d the same master to teach her also. Her vivacity and piercing wit mad e her, i n a lit tl e tim e, as gre at a proficie nt as he r brothers. From
 that time the br others and sister had the same masters in geography, poetry, history, and even the s ecret  scien ces, and made so wonder
ful a progress th at their tutors were amazed, and frankly owned that they could teach t hem not hing more. At the hours of rec reation, the  princess learne
d to sing and pla y upon all sorts of instruments; and when the princes were learning to  ride she w ould not permit them t o have that advantage ov er her, but went
 through all the exercises with them, learning to ride also, to bend the bow, and dart the  re ed or jav elin, a nd oftentimes outdid the m in the race and other contests o
f agility. The inte ndant of the gardens was so overjoyed to find his adopted children so a ccompli shed in all the perfections of body a nd mind, and that they so well requit ed the expense 
he had been at in  their education, that he resolved to be at a still greater; for, as he had u ntil  then b een content simply with hi s lodge at the entr ance of the garden, and kept no c ountry-house, h
e purchased a m ansion at a short distance from the city, surrounded by a large tract of arable  land , mead ows, a nd woo ds. As the house was not suffic iently handsom
e nor convenient , he pulled it down, and spared no expense in building a more magnificent re side nce. He we nt every day to hasten, by his presence, the gr
eat number of w orkmen he employed, and as soon as there was an apartment ready to receiv e him,  pass ed several days together ther e when his pres
ence was not ne cessary at court; and by the same exertions, the interior was furnished in the r ichest manner, in conso nanc e with the magnificence of th e edifice. Afterw
ard he made gar dens, according to a plan drawn by himself. He took in a large extent of gr o und, w hich  he w alled around, and stocked w ith fallow deer, 
that the princes and princess might divert themselves with huntin g when they  ch ose.  W hen t his country seat was finishe d and fit for hab
itation, the inten dant of the gardens went and cast himself at t he empero r's feet, an d, after represe nti ng ho w long he had served, and t he infirmities of 
age which he fou nd growing upon him, begged that he migh t be permi tted  to resign his charge into his majesty's dispos al and r etire. The emperor gave him  leave, with the 
more pleasure, b ecause he was satisfied with his long serv ice s, both in h is fa ther 's reign and his own, an d when h e gran ted it, asked what he should do to recompen
se him. "Sir," rep lied the intendant of the gardens, "I have  received  so many o bliga tions  from your maj esty an d t he la te emperor, your father, of ha ppy memory, th
at I desire no mo re than the honour of dying in your favo ur." He took  his leave of the e mper or and ret ired w ith  the  two princes and the princess to the country r
etreat he had bui lt. His wife had been dead some years, and he him self had not liv ed ab ove si x months with  his ch arge s before he was surprised by so  sudden a death
 that he had not time to give them the least account of t he manner  in which he had  disc overe d them. The Pr ince s B ahm an and Perviz, and the Princess P eriezade, who k
new no other fat her than the intendant of the emperor's gardens, regretted and bewailed  him as su ch, and paid a ll th e h on ours in his funeral obsequies whic h love and filial 
gratitude require d of them. Satisfied with the plentiful fo rtune he had left them, they lived  toge ther i n perfect uni on, fre e f rom the am bition of d istinguishing th
emselves at cou rt, or aspiring to places of honour and d ignity, which they might easily have obtai ned. One d ay w hen  th e two pri nces we re hunting, and 
the princess had  remained at home, a religious old wom an came to the gate, and desir ed lea ve to  go in to say her pr ayers, it  being  then the hour. 
The servants ask ed the princess's permission, who order ed them to show her into the  orator y, wh ich the i nten dan t of the e mper or's gardens ha
d taken care to fi t up in his house, for want of a mosque i n the neighbourhood. Sh e bade them , also, after the go od wom an had finis hed her prayers, to s
how her the hou se and gardens and then bring her to the hall. The old woman  went in to the  orator y, sa id h er  praye rs, and when sh e ca me out two of th
e princess's wom en invited her to see the residence, which civility she  accepte d, foll owed t hem  fro m one ap artment to another, and observed, like a
 person who und erstood what belonged to furniture, the nic e arrang ement of every thin g. T he y con ducted her also into t he g arden, the dispo
sition of which s he found so well planned, that she admired it, observ ing tha t the per son  w h o had  formed it must have been  an excellent m
aster of his art. A fterward she was brought before the princes s,  who waite d for he r in the gr eat h all,  w hich in beauty and richnes s exc eeded all that sh
e had admired in  the other apartments. As soon as the princes s s aw the devou t woma n, she said  to he r: " My  goo d mother, come nea r and sit down by me.
 I am overjoyed at the happiness of having the opportunity of pr ofiting  for some mome nts by th e example a nd co nve rsation  of such a pers on as y ou, who have ta
ken the right wa y by dedicating yourself to the service of God. I w ish every one were as wise." The  devout wom an, inst ead  of sit ting on a sof a, would only sit upon th
e edge of one. T he princess would not permit her to do so, but rising  from her s eat and taking  her by the  han d, obliged her t o come and sit by her. The g
ood woman, sen sible of the civility, said: "Madam, I ought not to have s o much respe ct shown me; but  since y ou  co mmand, and are mistress of your ow n house, I will o
bey you." When she had seated herself, before they entered into any conv ersation, one of the princess's women  broug ht a l ow stand of mother-of-pearl and ebon y, with a china d
ish full of cakes upon it, and many others set round it full of fruits in season, a nd wet and dry swee tmeats. The princess took up one of the  ca kes, and presenting her with it, said: "Eat, good mother, an
d make choice o f what you like best; you had need to eat after coming so far." "Mada m," replied the good woma n, "I am not u sed to eat such delicacies, but will not refuse wh at God has sent
 me by so liberal  a hand as yours." While the devout woman was eating, the princess ate a little too, to bear her company, and as ked her ma ny questions upon the exercise of devoti on which she pr
actised and how  she lived; all of which she answered with great modesty. Talking of various things, at last the princess asked her what she tho ught of the house, and how she liked it. "Mada m," answered th
e devout woman , "I must certainly have very bad taste to disapprove anything in it, since it is beautiful, regular, and magnificently furn ished with exact ness and judgment, and all its ornaments adjusted in t he best manner.
 Its situation is a n agreeable spot, and no garden can be more delightful; but yet, if you will giv e me leave to speak my mind freely, I will take the liberty to tell you that this house would be incomparable if it had three th ings which are 
wanting to comp lete it." "My good mother," replied the Princess Periezade, "what are those ? I entreat you to tell me what they are; I will spare nothing to get them." "Madam," replied the devout woman, "the first o f these three thi
ngs is the Talkin g Bird, so singular a creature, that it draws round it all the songsters of th e neighbourhood which come to accompany its voice. Th e second is the Singing Tree, the leaves of which are so many m ouths which for
m an harmoniou s concert of different voices and never cease. The third is the Golden Wat er, a single drop of which being poured into a vessel pro perly prepared, it increases so as to fill it immediately, and rises up in the middle
 like a fountain, which continually plays, and yet the basin never overflows." "Ah! my good m other," cried the princess, "how much a m I obliged to you for the knowledge of these curiosities! I never b efore heard ther
e were such rarit ies in the world; but as I am persuaded that you know, I expect that you shoul d do me the favour to inform me w here they are to be found." "Madam," replied the good woman, "I s hould be unwor
thy the hospitali ty you have shown me if I should refuse to satisfy your curiosity on that p oin t, and am glad to have the  honour to tell you that these curiosities are all to be met with in the  same spot on t
he confines of th is kingdom, toward India. The road lies before your house, and whoeve r y ou send needs but follow it for twenty days, and on the twentieth only let him ask the fir st person he me
ets where the Ta lking Bird, the Singing Tree, and the Golden Water are, and he will be  inf ormed." Aft er saying this, she rose from her seat, took her leave, and went her w ay. The Princes
s Periezade's tho ughts were so taken up with the Talking Bird, Singing Tree, and Gol den  Water, that she never perceived the devout woman's departure, till sh e wanted to ask
 her some quest ion for her better information; for she th ought that what she had  bee n told was not a sufficient reason for exposing herself by undertaking a long journey. 
However, she wo uld not send after her visitor, but e ndeavoured to rememb er all  the directions, and when she thought she had recollected every word, took real pleasu
re in thinking of the satisfaction she should ha ve if she could ge t the se curi osities into her possession; but the difficulties she apprehended and the  fear of not suc
ceeding made he r very uneasy. She was ab sorbed in the se thou ghts when her brothers returned from hunting, who, when they entered the great ha ll, instead of fin
ding her lively an d gay, as she was won t to be, were ama zed to see her so pensive and hanging down her head as if something tro ubled her. "Sist
er," said Prince Bahman, "what is b eco me of  all your mirth and gaiety? Are you not well? or has some misfortune befa llen you? Tell u
s, that we may k now how to act, and give yo u s ome relief. If any one has affronted you, we will resent his insolence." The princess remain
ed in the same p osture some ti me without answe r ing, but at last lifted up her eyes to look at her brothers, and then held them  down again, tel
ling them nothin g disturbed he r. "Sister," said Prince  Bahman, "you conceal the truth from us; there must be something of conse quence. It is imp
ossible we could  observe so su dden a change if nothing was the matter with you. You would not have us satisfied with the evasive ans wer you have gi
ven; do not conc eal anything, unle ss you would have us suspec t  that you renounce the strict union which has hitherto subsisted between us." The princess, w
ho had not the s mallest intention t o offend her brothers, would no t suffer them to entertain such a thought, but said: "When I told you nothing dis turbed me, I me
ant nothing that was of importanc e to you, but to me it is of some consequence; and since you press me to tell you by our strict union and friendsh ip, which are so
 dear to me, I wil l. You think, and I  always believed so too, that thi s house was so complete that nothing was wanting. But this day I have learned tha t it lacks three r
arities which wo uld render it so pe rfect that no country seat in the  world could be compared with it. These three things are the Talking Bird, the Singin g Tree, and the 
Golden Water." A fter she had infor med them wherein consisted th e excellency of these rarities, "A devout woman," added she, "has made this discovery  to me, told me 
the place where they are to be foun d, and the way thither. Perhap s you may imagine these things of little consequence; that without these additions our ho use will always 
be thought suffic iently elegant, and t hat we can do without them. Y ou may think as you please, but I cannot help telling you that I am persuaded they are absol utely necessary
, and I shall not be easy without them . Therefore, whether you valu e them or not, I desire you to consider what person you may think proper for me to send in se arch of the curio
sities I have men tioned." "Sister," repli ed Prince Bahman, "nothing  can concern you in which we have not an equal interest. It is enough that you desire these thing s to oblige us to
 take the same in terest; but if you had n ot, we feel ourselves incl ined of our own accord and for our own individual satisfaction. I am persuaded my brother is of the  same opinion, 
and therefore we  ought to undertake this c onqu est, for the importance and singularity of the undertaking deserve that name. I will take the charge upon  myself; only te
ll me the place a nd the way to it, and I will def er my  journey no longer than till to-morrow." "Brother," said Prince Perviz, "it is not proper that you, who are the head of our 
family, should b e absent. I desire my sister should  join with  me to oblige yo u to abandon your design, and allow me to undertake it. I hope to acquit myself as  well as you, an
d it will be a mor e regular proceeding." "I am persuaded of your goodw ill, brother," repli ed  Pr ince Bahman, "and that you would succeed as well as myself in this journey; but I have r esolved and will
 undertake it. Yo u shall stay at home with our sister, and I need not re commend her to you." The next mor nin g Bahman mounted his horse, and Perviz and the princess embraced and wished him a good jour
ney. But in the m idst of their adieus, the princess recollected what she  had not thought of before. "Broth er," said sh e, "I had quite forgotten the accidents which attend travellers. Who knows whet her I shall ever 
see you again? A light, I beseech you, and give up this journey. I would rat her be deprived of the sight and poss essi on o f the Talking Bird, the Singing Tree, and the Golden Water, than run the risk of neve r seeing you mo
re." "Sister," rep lied Bahman, smiling at her sudden fears, "my resolution is fixed. The accidents you speak of be fall o nly th ose who are unfortunate; but there are more who are not so. However, as events are uncertain, a
nd I may fail in th is undertaking, all I can do is to leave you this knife." Bahman pulling a knife from his vestband, and presenting  it to  the princess in the sheath, said: "Take this knife, sister, and give yourself the trouble  sometimes to p
ull it out of the s heath; while you see it clean as it is now, it will be a sign that I am alive; but if you find it stai ned with b lood, then you may believe me dead and indulge me with your prayers." The princess co uld obtain nothi
ng more of Bahm an. He bade adieu to her and Prince Perviz for the last time and rode away. When he got in to the  roa d, he never turned to the right hand nor to the left, but went directly forward toward I ndia. The twenti
eth day he perce ived on the roadside a hideous old man, who sat under a tree near a thatched house, whic h was  his  retreat from the weather. His eyebrows were as white as snow, as was also the hair of his head; his wh
iskers covered h is mouth, and his beard and hair reached down to his feet. The nails of his hands and  fee t were gro wn to an extensive length, while a flat, broad umbrella covered his head. He had no clothes,  but only a mat 
thrown round hi s body. This old man was a dervish for so many years retired from the world to give himself u p entirely to t he service of God that at last he had become what we have described. Prince Bahman, who ha d been all that m
orning very atten tive, to see if he could meet with anybody who could give him information of the place h e was in searc h o f, s topped when he came near the dervish, alighted, in conformity to the directions which the devou t woman had gi
ven the Princess  Periezade, and leading his horse by the bridle, advanced toward him and saluting him,  sa id:  "G od pro long your days, good father, and grant you the accomplishment of your desires." The dervish retu rned the prince'
s salutation, but so unintelligibly that he could not understand one word he said and Prince Bahman, perc eiv ing  th at t his difficulty proceeded from the dervish's whiskers hanging over his mouth, and unwilling to go any fu rther without th
e instructions he  wanted, pulled out a pair of scissors he had about him, and having tied his horse to a branch of the tree, said: "Good dervish, I want to have some talk with you, but your whiskers prevent my understanding what yo u say; and if you
 will consent, I w ill cut off some part of them and of your eyebrows, which disfigure you so much that you look more like a bear than a man." The dervish did not oppose the offer, and when the prince had cut off as much hair as he t hought fit, he pe
rceived that the dervish had a good complexion, and that he was not as old as he seemed. "Good dervish," said he, "if I had a glass I would show you how young you look: you are now a man, but before, nobody could tell what you were." The kind 
behaviour of Pri nce Bahman ma
de the dervish s mile and return 
his compliment. "Sir," said he, "
whoever you are , I am obliged b
y the good office  you have perfo rmed , and am re ady t o sho w my gratit ude b y doin g any thing in my  pow er for you . You must hav
e alighted here u pon s ome a ccoun t or o ther. Tell m e wha t it is,  and I  will e ndeav our to  serve  you."  "Goo d derv ish," r epl ied Prince Bahm
an, "I am in sear c h of th e Talk ing B ird, th e Sing ing Tr ee, an d the Golde n Wat er; I k now t hese t hree r arities  are n ot far fr om hence, but c


