
THE ARABIAN NIGHT S "When the breeze of a joyful dawn blew free In the silken sail of infancy, The tide of time flow'd back with me, The forward-flowing time of time; And many a sheeny summer morn, Adown the Tigris I was borne, B
y Bagdat's shrines of fretted gold, High-walled gardens green and old; True Mussulman was I and sworn, For it was in the golden prime Of good Haroun Alraschid. " Anight my shallop, rustling thro' The low and b loomèd foliage, drove 
The fragrant, glis tening deeps, and clove The citron-shadows in the blue: By garden porches on the brim, The costly doors flung open wide, Gold glittering thro' la mplight dim, And broider'd sofas on each side:  In sooth it was a go
odly time, For it was in the golden prime Of good Haroun Alraschid." ALFRED, LORD TENNYSON. THE TALKING BIRD, THE SINGING TREE, AND THE GOLDEN  WATER There was an emperor of Persia named Kosrouschah, wh
o, when he f irst came to his crown, in order to obtain a knowledge of affairs, took great pleasure in night excursions, attended by a trusty minister. He ofte n walked in disguise through the city, and met with many adventur
es, one o f the most remarkable of which happened to him upon his first ramble, which was not long after his accession to the throne of his father. After the ceremon ies of his father's funeral rites and his own inaugur ation were o
ver, the  new sultan, as well from inclination as from duty, went out one evening attended by his grand vizier, disguised like himself, to observe w ha t was tra nsa cting in the city. As he was passing through a street  in that pa
rt of the town inhabited only by the meaner sort, he heard some people talking very loud; and going close to the house whence the noise proce eded, and lo oking th rough a crack in the door, perceived a light, and three  sisters
 si tting on a sofa, conversing together after supper. By what the eldest said he presently understood the subject of their conversation was wis hes: "for," said she, "since w e are talking about wishes, mine shall be to have the su ltan's
 baker for my husband, for then I shall eat my fill of that bread, which by way of excellence is called the sultan's; let us see if your tastes are as go od as mine." "For my part," replied the second sister, "I wish I was wife to the sultan 's c

hief cook, for then I should eat of the most excellent dishes; and as I am persuaded that the sultan's bread is common in the palace, I should not w an t any of that; therefore you s ee," addressing herself to her eldest sister, "that I hav e 
a better taste than you." The youngest sister, who was very beautiful, and had more charms and wit than the two elder, spoke in her turn: "For my part, si sters," said she, "I shall not li mit my desires to such trifles, but take a higher flight; a

nd since we are upon wishing, I wish to be the emperor's queen-consort. I would make him father of a prince, whose hair should be gold on one side of his  head, and silver on the other; w hen he cried, the tears from his eyes should be pearls; an
d when he smiled, his vermilion lips should look like a rosebud fresh-blown." The three sisters' wishes, particularly that of the youngest, seemed so singular  to the sultan, that he resolved to  g ratify them in their desires; but without communicating his d

esign to his grand vizier, he charged him only to take notice of the house, and bring the three sisters before him the following day. The grand vizier, in executin g the emperor's orders, would but ju st give the sisters time to dress themselves to appear before his 
majesty, without telling them the reason. He brought them to the palace, and presented them to the emperor, who said to them, "Do you remember the wishes you  expressed last night, when you wer e all in so pleasant a mood? Speak the truth; I must know what they w

ere." At these unexpected words of the emperor, the three sisters were much confo unded. They cast down their eyes and blushed, and the colour which rose in t he  cheeks of the youngest quite c aptivated the emperor's heart. Modesty, and fear lest they might have off
ended by their conversation, kept them silent. The emperor, perceiving their confusio n, said to encourage them, "Fear nothing, I did not send for you to distress yo u; and since I see that withou t my intending it, this is the effect of the question I asked, as I know the wis

h of each, I will relieve you from your fears. You," added he, "who wished to be my wife , shall have your desire this day; and you," continued he, addressing him se lf to the two elder sisters, " shall also be married to my chief baker and cook." As soon as the sultan had 
declared his pleasure, the youngest sister, setting her elders an example, threw herself at  the emperor's feet to express her gratitude. "Sir," said she, "my w ish, si nce it is come to  y our majesty's knowledge, was expressed only in the way of conversation and am

usement. I am unworthy of the honour you do me, and supplicate your pardon for my presu mption. " The other two sisters would have excused  th emselves also, bu t the emperor, interrupting them, said, "No, no; it shall be as I have declared; the 
wishes of all shall be fulfilled." The nuptials were all celebrated that day, as the emperor had res ol v ed, but in a different manner. The youngest sister's w ere solemnized wi th all the rejoicings usual at the marriages of the emperors of Persia; and those of

 the other two sisters according to the quality and distinction of their husbands; the one as the sultan' s c hief baker, and the other as head cook. The two elder felt strong ly the disproportion of their marriages to that of their younger sister. This considera
tion made them far from being content, though they were arrived at the utmost height of their late wish es, and mu ch beyond their hopes. They gave themselves up  to  an excess of jealousy, which not only disturbed their joy, but was the cause of great tr

ouble and affliction to the queen-consort, their younger sister. They had not an opportunity to communi ca te their tho ughts to each other on the preference the emp eror had giv en her, but were altogether employed in preparing themselves for the celebration of their marriag
es. Some days afterward, when they had an opportunity of seeing each other at the public baths, the  eld es t  s aid to the other: "Well, what say you to ou r si ster's great fortune? Is not she a fine person to be a queen!" "I must own," said the other sister, "I 
cannot conceive what charms the emperor could discover to be so bewitched by her. Was it a reaso n suf fic ient for him not to cast his eyes on you, becau se she was somewhat younger? You were as worthy of his throne, and in justice he ought to have pr
eferred you." "Sister," said the elder, "I should not have regretted if his majesty had but pitched upo n you; b ut t hat he should choose that little simpleton really grieves me. But I will revenge myself; and you, I think, are as much concerned as I; therefore, I pro
pose that we should contrive measures and act in concert: communicate to me what you think th e like liest way to mortify her, while I, on my side , will inform you what my desire of revenge shall suggest to me." After this wicked agreement, the two siste
rs saw each other frequently, and consulted how they might disturb and interrupt the happiness o f t he q ueen. They proposed a great many ways, b ut in deliberating about the manner of executing them, found so many difficulties that they durst not attempt t
hem. In the meantime, with a detestable dissimulation, they often went together to make her visits, an d every  time showed her all the marks of affection  they could devise, to persuade her how overjoyed they were to have a sister raised to so high a fortune. The q
ueen, on her part, constantly received them with all the demonstrations of esteem they could expec t fro m s o near a relative. Some time after her marri age, the expected birth of an heir gave great joy to the queen and emperor, which was communicated to all the c
ourt, and spread throughout the empire. Upon this news the two sisters came to pay their complim ent s, and proffered their services, desiring he r, if not provided with nurses, to accept of them. The queen said to them most obligingly: "Sisters, I should desi
re nothing more, if it were in my power to make the choice. I am, however, obliged to you for your g ood wil l, but must submit to what the emperor s hall order on this occasion. Let your husbands employ their friends to make interest, and get some courtier to a
sk this favour of his majesty, and if he speaks to me about it, be assured that I shall not only expres s the  p leasure he does me but thank him for making choice of you." The two husbands applied themselves to some courtiers, their patrons, and begged of th
em to use their interest to procure their wives the honour they aspired to. Those patrons exerted themsel ves so much in their behalf that the emperor promised them to consider of the matter, and was as good as his word; for in conversation with the queen he tol
d her that he thought her sisters were the most proper persons to be about her, but would not name them before  he had as ked her consent. The queen, sensible  of the deference the emperor so obligingly paid her, said to him, "Sir, I was prepared to do as your majesty mig
ht please to command. But since you have been so kind as to think of my sisters, I thank you for the reg ard  you have shown them for my sake, a nd therefore I shall not dissemble that I had rather have them than strangers." The emperor therefore named the
 queen's two sisters to be her attendants; and from that time they went frequently to the palace, overjoye d at the  opportunity they would have of exe cuting the detestable wickedness they had meditated against the queen. Shortly afterward a young prince, as br
ight as the day, was born to the queen; but neither his innocence nor beauty could move the cruel hearts  of the merciless sisters. They wrappe d him up carelessly in his cloths and put him into a basket, which they abandoned to the stream of a small canal
 that ran under the queen's apartment, and declared that she had given birth to a puppy. This dreadful inte llig enc e  was announced to the emperor, wh o became so angry at the circumstance, that he was likely to have occasioned the queen's death, if his grand viz
ier had not represented to him that he could not, without injustice, make her answerable for the misfortune. I n the m eant i m e, the basket in which the little prince  was exposed was carried by the stream beyond a wall which bounded the prospect of the queen's apartment, a
nd from thence floated with the current down the gardens. By chance the intendant of the emperor's gardens , on e of the principal officers of the kingdom, was walking in the garden by the side of this canal, and, perceiving a basket floating, called to a gardener who w
as not far off, to bring it to shore that he might see what it contained. The gardener, with a rake which he had in his  hand, drew the basket to the side of the canal, took it up, and gave it to him. The intendant of the gardens was extremely surprised to see in the basket a 
child, which, though he knew it could be but just born, had very fine features. This officer had been married  several years, but th ough he had always been desirous of hav ing children, Heaven had never blessed him with any. This accident interrupted his walk: he made the gardener f
ollow him with the child, and when he came to his own house, which was situated at the entrance to the gar dens of the palace, went into his wif e's apartment. "Wife," said he, "as we have no children of our own, God has sent us one. I recommend him to you
; provide him a nurse, and take as much care of him as if he were our own son; for, from this moment, I ackn owledge him as such." The inte ndant's wife received the child with great joy, and took particular pleasure in the care of him. The intendant himse
lf would not inquire too narrowly whence the infant came. He saw plainly it came not far off from the queen's apar tment, but it was not his business to examine too closely into what had passed, nor to create disturbances in a place where peace 
was so necessary. The following year another prince was born, on whom the unnatural sisters had no more co mp assion than on his brother, but exposed him likewise in a basket and set him adrift in the canal, pretending, this ti
me, that the sultana had given birth to a cat. It was happy also for this child that the intendant of the gardens w as  walking by the canal side, for he had it carried to his wife, and charged her to take as much care of it as of the for
mer, which was as agreeable to her inclination as it was to his own. The emperor of Persia was more enraged thi s time against t he queen than before, and she had felt the effects of his anger if the grand vizier's remonstrances had not prevailed. 
The third year the queen gave birth to a princess, which innocent babe underwent the same fate as her brothers, fo r the  tw o s isters, being determined not to desist from their detestable schemes till they had seen the queen cast off and humbled, 
claimed that a log of wood had been born and exposed this infant also on the canal. But the princess, a s well as her brot hers , wa s preserved from death by the compassion and charity of the intendant of the gardens. Kosrouschah could no longer contai
n himself, when he was informed of the new misfortune. He pronounced sentence of death upon the wret ched  qu een an d ordered the grand vizier to see it executed. The grand vizier and the courtiers who were present cast themselves at the emperor
's feet, to beg of him to revoke the sentence. "Your majesty, I hope, will give me leave," said the gr and vizie r, " to repres ent to you, that the laws which condemn persons to death were made to punish crimes; the three extraordinary misfortunes of the qu
een are not crimes, for in what can she be said to have contributed toward them? Your majesty may abst ain f ro m see in g her, but let her live. The affliction in which she will spend the rest of her life, after the loss of your favour, will be a punishment sufficientl

y distressing." The emperor of Persia considered with himself, and, reflecting that it was unj ust to cond em n the qu een to death for what had happened, said: "Let her live then; I will spare her life, but it shall be on this condition: that she shall desire to die more 
than once every day. Let a wooden shed be built for her at the gate of the principal mosq ue, with iron  ba r s t o the windows, and let her be put into it, in the coarsest habit; and every Mussulman that shall go into the mosque to prayers shall heap scorn upon h

er. If any one fail, I will have him exposed to the same punishment; and that I may be p unc tually  obe ye d, I charge you, vizier, to appoint persons to see this done." The emperor pronounced his sentence in such a tone that the grand vizier durst not fu
rther remonstrate; and it was executed, to the great satisfaction of the two envious  sis ter s. A  s hed was built, and the queen, truly worthy of compassion, was put into it and exposed ignominiously to the contempt of the people, which usag

e she bore with a patient resignation that excited the compassion of those who wer e di s criminating and judged of things better than the vulgar. The two princes and the princess were, in the meantime, nursed and brought up by t
he intendant of the gardens and his wife with the tenderness of a father and mot h er; and as they advanced in age, they all showed marks of superior dignity, which discovered itself every day by a certain air which could

 only belong to exalted birth. All this increased the affections of the intend ant and his wife, who called the eldest prince Bahman, and the second Perviz, both of them names of the most ancient emperors of Persia, an d 
t he princess, Periezade, which name also had been borne by several qu een s and pri ncesses of the kingdom. As soon as the two princes were old enough, the intendant provided proper masters to teach them to read  an
d w rite; and the princess, their sister, who was often with them, showi ng a great desire to learn, the intendant, pleased with her quickness, employed the same master to teach her also. Her vivacity and pi ercin
g wit made her, in a little time, as great a proficient as her brothers. F ro m that time the brothers and sister had the same masters in geography, poetry, history, and even the secret sciences, and mad e so wo
nderful a progress that their tutors were amazed, and frankly owned th at th e y coul d  teach them nothing more. At the hours of recreation, the princess learned to sing and play upon all sorts of instruments; and  when the
 princes w ere learning to ride she would not permit them to have that ad vantag e o ver her, but w ent through all the exercises with them, learning to ride also, to bend the bow, and dart the reed or javelin, and oftentimes outd id them in th
e race and other contests of agility. The intendant of the gardens was s o overjoy ed t o fin d his adopted children so accomplished in all the perfections of body and mind, and that they so well requited the expense he had been  at in their ed
ucation, th at he resolved to be at a still greater; for, as he had until the n been cont ent s i mp ly with his lodge at the entrance of the garden, and kept no country-house, he purchased a mansion at a short distance from the city,  surrounded 
by a large tract of arable land, meadows, and woods. As the house w as not sufficie ntly ha nd so me nor convenient, he pulled it down, and spared no expense in building a more magnificent residence. He went every day to hast en, by his pre
sence, the great number of workmen he employed, and as soon as th ere was an apartment re ad y t o receive him, passed several days together there when his presence was not necessary at court; and by the same exertions, th e interior wa
s furnished  in the richest manner, in consonance with the magnifice nce of the edifice. After war d he  made gardens, according to a plan drawn by himself. He took in a large extent of ground, which he walled around, and stocked with fallow 
deer, that t he princes and princess might divert themselves with hu nting when they chos e. W hen this country seat was finished and fit for habitation, the intendant of the gardens went and cast himself at the emperor's feet, and, after  representi
ng how lon g he had served, and the infirmities of age which he fou nd growing upon him, begg ed that he might be permitted to resign his charge into his majesty's disposal and retire. The emperor gave him leave, with the more plea sure, beca
use he was  satisfied with his long services, both in his father's rei gn and his own, and whe n he g ranted it, asked what he should do to recompense him. "Sir," replied the intendant of the gardens, "I have received so many obligatio ns from yo
ur majesty  and the late emperor, your father, of happy memory, th at I desire no more than the honour  of dying in your favour." He took his leave of the emperor and retired with the two princes and the princess to the country retreat he  had built. H
is wife had  been dead some years, and he himself had not lived ab ove six months with his charg es before he was surprised by so sudden a death that he had not time to give them the least account of the manner in which he had d iscovered the
m. The Pri nces Bahman and Perviz, and the Princess Periezade, wh o knew no other father tha n the intendant of the emperor's gardens, regretted and bewailed him as such, and paid all the honours in his funeral obsequies whic h love and fili
al gratitud e required of them. Satisfied with the plentiful fortune he h ad left them, they lived to gether in perfect union, free from the ambition of distinguishing themselves at court, or aspiring to places of honour and dignity, whic h they might 
easily have  obtained. One day when the two princes were hunting, and the princess had remai ne d at home, a religious old woman came to the gate, and desired leave to go in to say her prayers, it being then the hour. The serva nts asked the
 princess's  permission, who ordered them to show her into the oratory, which the intendant of  th e emperor's gardens had taken care to fit up in his house, for want of a mosque in the neighbourhood. She bade them, also, after the good wo
man had fi nished her prayers, to show her the house and gardens and the n bring her to th e hall. T he old woman went into the oratory, said her prayers, and when she came out two of the princess's w omen invited her to see the resid
ence, whic h civility she accepted, followed them from one apartment to ano ther, and obse rved, like a person  who understood what belonged to furniture, the nice arrangement of everything. They conducte d her also into t he garden, th
e dispositi on of which she found so well planned, that she admired it, observi ng that the p erson who had formed it must have been an excellent master of his art. Afterward she was b rought before  the princess,
 who waite d for her in the great hall, which in beauty and richness exceeded all that she h ad admired in the other apartments. As soon as the princess saw the devout woman, she said to he r: "My good  mother, com
e near and  sit down by me. I am overjoyed at the happiness of having the opport unity of  profiting for some moments by the example and conversation of such a person as you, who hav e taken th e right way b
y dedicatin g yourself to the service of God. I wish every one were as wise." The dev out wom an, instead of sitting on a sofa, would only sit upon the edge of one. The princess wo uld not p ermit her to d
o so, but ri sing from her seat and taking her by the hand, obliged her to come and sit  by  her. The good woman, sensible of the civility, said: "Madam, I ought not to hav e so much re spect shown 
me; but sin ce you command, and are mistress of your own house, I will obey you." Whe n s he had seated herself, before they entered into any conversation, one of the p rincess's w omen b rought a low 
stand of m other-of-pearl and ebony, with a china dish full of cakes upon it, and many oth ers  set ro und it f ull of fruits in season, and wet and dry sweetmeats. The princess took u p one o f the cakes, a
nd present ing her with it, said: "Eat, good mother, and make choice of what you like best; you had nee d to eat after coming so far." "Mada m," replied the good woman, "I am  not us ed to eat suc
h delicacie s, but will not refuse what God has sent me by so liberal a hand as yours." While the dev out woman was eating, the princes s ate a l ittle too, to b
ear her co mpany, and asked her many questions upon the exercise of devotion which she pr ac tised  and h ow she lived; all of which sh e answe red with great
 modesty. Talking of various things, at last the princess asked her what she thought of the hou se , and how she li ked it. "Madam," answer ed the d evout woman,
 "I must ce rtainly have very bad taste to disapprove anything in it, since it is beautiful, regular, a nd ma g nif icentl y furnished w ith exactness and jud gment, a nd all its orna
ments adju sted in the best manner. Its situation is an agreeable spot, and no garden can be mor e deligh tful; bu t yet, if you will gi ve me leave to sp eak my m ind freely, I w
ill take the liberty to tell you that this house would be incomparable if it had three things which a re wanting to co mp lete it ." "My goo d mother,"  replied the P
rincess Pe riezade, "what are those? I entreat you to tell me what they are; I will spare nothing to  get them. " "Ma dam,"  replied the de vout woman , "the first of 
these three  things is the Talking Bird, so singular a creature, that it draws round it all the songst ers of the  neigh bourhood which come to acco mpany its voi ce. The secon
d is the Sin ging Tree, the leaves of which are so many mouths which form an harmonious conce rt of different  voice s and never cease. The third is the Golde n Water, a singl e drop of whi
ch being p oured into a vessel properly prepared, it increases so as to fill it immediately, and rise s u p in the m iddle li ke a fountain, wh ich continu ally plays, and yet the basin nev
er overflow s." "Ah! my good mother," cried the princess, "how much am I obliged to you for the k nowledg e of these curiosities! I never before heard there were such rarities in the wo rld; but as I a
m persuad ed that you know, I expect that you should do me the favour to inform me where they ar e to be found ." "Madam," replied the good woman, "I should  be unworthy the hospitality you have sho wn me if I sho
uld refuse to satisfy your curiosity on that point, and am glad to have the honour to tell you that the se curiositi es are all to be met with in the same spot on the confine s of this kingdom, toward India. The road  lies before y
our house,  and whoever you send needs but follow it for twenty days, and on the twentieth only let him ask t he  first p erson h e meets  where the  Talking Bird, the Singing Tree, and th e Golden Wat
er are, and  he will be informed." After saying this, she rose from her seat, took her leave, and went her way. The Pr incess Periezade's thoughts were so taken u p with the Tal
king Bird, Singing Tree, and Golden Water, that she never perceived the devout woman's departure, till sh e want ed to a sk her some question for her better  information; 
for she tho ught that what she had been told was not a sufficient reason for exposing herself by undertaki ng a lon g jour ney. However, she would not send  after her visi
tor, but en deavoured to remember all the directions, and when she thought she had recollected every wor d, took real ple asure in thinki ng of t he satisfaction she should have if she could get
 these curi osities into her possession; but the difficulties she apprehended an d the fear of not su c ceedin g ma de her  very uneasy. She was absorbed i n these thoug
hts when h er brothers returned from hunting, who, when they entered t he great hall, i nste ad of  fin ding h er lively and gay, as she was won t to be, were 
amazed to see her so pensive and hanging down her head as if som ething troubl ed her. "Si ster," said P rin ce Ba hman, "what is become of all your  mirth and ga
iety? Are y ou not well? or has some misfortune befallen you? Te ll us, that w e ma y k now how to  act, and give you some relie f. I f any one has affronted you, we will res ent his insole
nce." The p rincess remained in the same posture some time wi thout answe ring, but a t last lifted up her eyes to look at her brothers, and t he n hel d them down again, telling them no thing disturb
ed her. "Si ster," said Prince Bahman, "you conceal the truth from u s; there must  be s omet hing of consequence. It is  impossibl e w e cou ld observe so sudden a change if n othing was th
e matter wi th you. You would not have us satisfied with the evasive an swer you have  given ; do n ot conceal anythi ng, unle ss you w ould have us suspect that you renou nce the strict 
union whic h has hitherto subsisted between us." The prince ss, who had n ot the smallest i ntenti on to offend her b rothers , w ould not suffer them to entertain such a th ought, but sai
d: "When I told you nothing disturbed me, I meant nothing that was of im portance to you, but to  me it is of some cons equen ce;  and  since you press me to tell you by our strict union a
nd friends hip, which are so dear to me, I will. You think, an d I always bel ieved so too, that t his ho use wa s so complete tha t not hin g wa s wanting. But this day I have learned th at it lacks thr
ee rarities which would render it so perfect that no country  seat in the  world could be comp ared w ith it. T hese three things  are the  Tal king Bird, the Singing Tree, and the Gold en Water." Aft
er she had  informed them wherein consisted the excellenc y of these rarities, "A devout woman," a dded s he, "ha s made this disc over y to  me , told me the place w here they are to be f ound, and the
 way thithe r. Perhaps you may imagine these things of littl e consequence; that without these addi tions o ur hou se will always be th oug ht s ufficiently ele gant, and th at we can do 
without the m. You may think as you please, but I cannot hel p telling you that I am persuaded they are abs olutel y necessary, and I  sha ll n ot be easy without th em. Therefore
, whether y ou value them or not, I desire you to consider wh at person you may think proper for m e to se nd in search of th e cur iosi tie s I have m entione d." "Sister," r
eplied Prin ce Bahman, "nothing can concern you in which w e have not an equal interest. It is en ough th at yo u desire th ese th ings  to  oblige u s to ta ke the same i
nterest; bu t if you had not, we feel ourselves inclined of our  own accord and for our own indi vidual s atisfa ction. I am  pers uade d my broth er is o f the same op
inion, and therefore we ought to undertake this conquest, fo r the importance and singular ity of the  unde rtaking d eserv e th at name. I w ill take the cha rge u pon myself; o
nly tell me the place and the way to it, and I will defer my jour ney no longer than till to -morrow. " "Bro ther," sa id Pri nce Pe rviz, "it is not proper that y ou, w ho are the he
ad of our f amily, should be absent. I desire my sister should j oin with me to ob lige you t o aban don you r des ign,  a nd allow  me to undertake it. I h ope t o acquit mys
elf as well as you, and it will be a more regular proceeding." "I am persua ded of your goo dwill , br ot her," re plied Prince Bahman, "an d tha t you would s
ucceed as well as myself in this journey; but I have resolved an d will under take it. You shall  stay  at ho me wit h our sister, and I need no t rec ommend her t
o you." Th e next morning Bahman mounted his horse, and Perv i z and the pri ncess e mbraced a nd w ish ed  him a  good journey. But in the midst of their adieu
s, the princ ess recollected what she had not thought of before. "B ro ther," said sh e, "I had quite forgot ten t he a cc idents  which attend travellers. W ho kno ws whether I 
shall ever see you again? Alight, I beseech you, and give up this jo urn ey. I would rath er be dep rived of the sight and  po ssess ion of the Talking Bird, th e Singi ng Tree, and t
he Golden Water, than run the risk of never seeing you more." "Siste r," re plied Bahman, sm iling at he r sudden fear s, "my res olu tion i s fixed. The a ccident s you sp eak of befall 
only those  who are unfortunate; but there are more who are not so. H owever, as events are uncertain, and I may f ail in this unde rtaking,  all I can do  is to leave yo u this knif e." Bahman p
ulling a kni fe from his vestband, and presenting it to the princess in the sheath, said: "Take t his knife, sis ter, and give yo urself th e tr ouble sometimes to p ull it out of t he sheath; w
hile you se e it clean as it is now, it will be a sign that I am alive; but if you f ind it stained with blood, then y ou may b elie ve me  dead and indulge me with your pr ayers." The p
rincess co uld obtain nothing more of Bahman. He bade adieu to her and Prin ce Perviz for the  last time and rode a way. Whe n h e go t into the road, he never turned to the right h and nor to th
e left, but went directly forward toward India. The twentieth day he perceived on  the roadside a hid eous old man, who sat u nder a  tre e n ear a thatched house, which was his retreat fr om the weath
er. His eye brows were as white as snow, as was also the hair of his head; his whisk ers covered his mouth , and his beard and hair reached down to his feet.  Th e n ails of his hands and feet were grown to an exte nsive length, 
while a flat , broad umbrella covered his head. He had no clothes, but only a mat thrown r ound his body. This old ma n was a dervish for so many years retired from the world to give himself up entirely to the service of God that at la
st he had b ecome what we have described. Prince Bahman, who had been all that morning very at tentive, to see if he could meet wit h anybody wh o could give him information of the place he was in sear ch of, stoppe
d when he came near the dervish, alighted, in conformity to the directions which the devout woman had given the Princess Periezade, and leading hi s horse by the  bridle, advanced toward him and saluting him, sa id: "God prol
ong your d ays, good father, and grant you the accomplishment of your desires." The dervish returned the prince's salutation, but so unintelligibly that  he could not un derstand one word he said and Prince Bahman, perceivin g that this diff
iculty proc eeded from the dervish's whiskers hanging over his mouth, and unwilling to go any further without the instructions he wanted, pulled out a pai r of scissors he ha d about him, and having tied his horse to a branch of the tree, sai d: "Good der
vish, I wan t to have some talk with you, but your whiskers prevent my understanding what you say; and if you will consent, I will cut off some part of them and of your eyebrows, which disfi gure you so much that you look more like a bear than a man." The der vish did not o
ppose the offer, and when the prince had cut off as much hair as he thought fit, he perceived that the d ervish had a good complexion, and that he was not as old as he seemed. " Good dervish," said he, "if I had a glass I would show you how young you  look: you ar
e now a m an, but before, nobody could tell what you were." The kind behaviour of Prince Bahman ma de the dervish smile and return his compliment. "Sir," said he, "whoev er you are, I am obliged by the good office you have performed, and am rea dy to show m
y gratitude  by doing anything in my power for you. You must have alighted here upon some account  or other. Tell me what it is, and I will endeavour to serve you." "Goo d dervish," replied Prince Bahman, "I am in search of the Talking Bird, the Si nging Tree, a
nd the Gol den Water; I know these three rarities are not far from hence, but cannot tell exactly the pl ace where they are to be found; if you know, I conjure you to show m e the way, that I may not lose my labour after so long a journey." The prince, w hile he spoke,
 observed that the dervish changed countenance, held down his eyes, looked very serious, and remai ned silent, which obliged him to say to him again: "Good father, tell  me whether you know what I ask you, that I may not lose my time, but inform m yself somewh
ere else." A t last the dervish broke silence. "Sir," said he to Prince Bahman, "I know the way you ask of me ; but the regard which I conceived for you th e first moment I saw you, and which is grown stronger by the service you have d one me, kept 
me in susp ense as to whether I should give you the satisfaction you desire." "What motive can hinder y ou?" replied the prince; "and what difficu lties do you find in so doing?" "I will tell you," replied the dervish; "the danger to which you are
 going to e xpose yourself is greater than you may suppose. A number of gentlemen of as much brav ery  as you can possibly possess have passed this way, and asked me the same question. When I had used all my e ndeavours to 
persuade t hem to desist, they would not believe me; at last I yielded to their importunities; I was c om pelled to show them th e way, and I can assure you they have all perished, for I have not seen one come ba ck. Therefore,
 if you hav e any regard for your life, take my advice, go no farther, but return home." Prince Ba hm an persisted in his resolution. "I will not suppose," said he to the dervish, "but that your advice is si ncere. I am o
bliged to y ou for the friendship you express for me; but whatever may be the danger, nothing  sh all m ake me change my intention: whoever attacks me, I am well armed, and can say I am as brave as a
ny one." "B ut they who will attack you are not to be seen," replied the dervish; "how will you defe nd yourself against invisible persons?" "It is no matter," answered the prince, "all yo u say shall no
t persuade  me to do anything contrary to my duty. Since  you know the way, I conjur e you  once more to inform me." When the dervish found he could not prevail upon Prince B ahman, and t
hat he was  obstinately bent to pursue his journey, n otwithstanding his friendly r emon strance, he put his hand into a bag that lay by him and pulled out a bowl, which he pres ented to him. 
"Since I ca nnot prevail on you to attend to my a dvice," said he, "take  this bowl an d when you are on horseback throw it before you, and follow it to the foot of a mountain , where it will
 stop. As s oon as the bowl stops, alight, lea ve your horse with the bri dle over hi s neck, and he will stand in the same place till you return. As you ascend you will see on  your right an
d left a gre at number of large black ston es, and will h ear on all sides a con fusion of voices, which will utter a thousand abuses to discourage you, and prevent your  reaching the
 summit of  the mountain. Be not afra id; but, above all things, do not turn your head to look behind you, for in that instant you will be c hanged into s
uch a blac k stone as those you s ee, wh ich ar e all youths who have failed in this enterprise. If you escape the danger of which I give you  but a faint id
ea, and get  to the top of the mo untain, you will see  a cage, and in that cage is the bird you seek; ask him which are the Singing Tree and the G olden Water, 
and he will  tell you. I have no thing more to say; th i s is what you have to do, and if you are prudent you will take my advice and not expose you r life. Consid
er once mo re while you have  time that the difficulties are almost insuperable." "I am obliged to you for your advice," replied Prince Bahman, after he had receiv
ed the bow l, "but cannot foll ow it. However, I will endeavo ur to conform myself to that part of it which bids me not to look behind me, and I hope to com e and thank y
ou when I have obtained what  I am seeking." After these word s, to which the dervish made no other answer than that he should be overjoyed to see him aga in, the prince
 mounted h is horse, took leave o f the dervish with a respectful salute, and threw the bowl before him. The bowl rolled away with as much swiftness as when Prince Ba hman first hu
rled it from  his hand, which obli ged him to put his horse to the same p ace to avoid losing sight of it, and when it had reached the foot of the mountain it stopped. The p rince alighted
 from his h orse, laid the bridle o n his neck, and having first surveyed t he mountain and seen the black stones, began to ascend, but had not gone four steps before he h eard the voic
es mention ed by the dervish, tho ugh he could see nobody. Some said: "Where is that fool going? Where is he going? What would he have? Do not let him pass." Others: " Stop him, cat
ch him, kill  him:" and others wit h a voice like thunder: "Thief! assassin ! murderer!" while some in a gibing tone cried: "No, no, do not hurt him; let the pretty fellow pass, the  cage and bir
d are kept for him." Notwithstan ding all these troublesome voices, Pri nce Bahman ascended with resolution for some time, but the voices redoubled with so loud a din, both behind and b
efore, that at last he was seized w ith dread, his legs trembled under hi m, he staggered, and finding that his strength failed him, he forgot the dervish's advice, turned about to ru n down the hi
ll, and was  that instant changed i nto a black stone; a metamorphosis which had happened to many before him who had attempted the ascent. His horse, likewise, underwent the same change.
 From the t ime of Prince Bahman's  departure, the Princess Periezade a lways wore the knife and sheath in her girdle, and pulled it out several times in a day, to know whether her bro ther was alive
. She had t he consolation to unders tand he was in perfect health and to  talk of him frequently with Prince Perviz. On the fatal day that Prince Bahman was transformed into a stone, as P rince Perviz a
nd the prin cess were talking togethe r in the evening, as usual, the prin ce desired his sister to pull out the knife to know how their brother did. The princess readily complied, and seeing t he blood run 
down the p oint was seized with so mu ch horror that she threw it down. "Ah! my dear brother," cried she, "I have been the cause of your death, and shall never see you more! Why did I tell yo u of the Talki
ng Bird, Si nging Tree, and Golden Wate r; or rather, of what importanc e was it to me to know whether the devout woman thought this house ugly or handsome, or complete or not? I wish to H eaven she ha
d never ad dressed herself to me!" Prince Pervi z was as much afflicted at the death of Prince Bahman as the princess, but not to waste time in needless regret, as he knew that she still 
passionate ly desired possession of the marv ellous  treasures, he interrupted her, saying: "Sister, our regret for our brother is vain; our lamentations cannot restore him to life; it i s the will of G
od; we mu st submit and adore the decrees of th e Almigh ty without searching i nto them. Why should you now doubt of the truth of what the holy woman told you? Do you think she spoke to you 
of three thi ngs that were not in being, and that she inve nted them to d eceive y ou who had received her with so much goodness and civility? Let us rather believe that our brother's death is owin
g to some error on his part, or some accident which we cannot conceive. It o ught not therefore to prevent us from purs uing our object. I offered to go this journey, and am now more resolved than ever; his example has no effec t upon my res
olution; to- morrow I will depart." The princess did all she could to dissuade Prince Perviz, conjuring him not to expo se h er to  the danger of losing two brothers; but he was obstinate, and all the remonstrances she could urge  had no effec
t upon him . Before he went, that she might know what success he had, he le ft her a string of a hundred pearls, telling  her that if  they would not run when she should count them upon the string, but remain fixed, that would be  a certain sig
n he had u ndergone the same fate as his brother; but at the same time told he r he hoped it would never happen, but that he sh ould have the delight of seeing her again. Prince Perviz, on the twentieth day after his departure, met the sam e dervish in t
he same pl ace as his brother Bahman had done before him. He went directly up to him, and after he had saluted, asked him if he could tell him where to find the Talking Bird, the Singing Tree, and the Golden Water. The dervish urged the s ame remonstr
ances as h e had done to Prince Bahman, telling him that a young gentleman, who very much resembled him, was with him a sho rt time before; th at, overcome by his importunity, he had shown him the way, given him a guide, and told him how h e should act t
o succeed,  but that he had not seen him since, and doubted not but he had shared the same fate as all other adventurers. "Good dervish," answere d Pri nce Perviz, "I know whom you speak of; he was my elder brother, and I am informed of the certainty of hi s death, but k
now not th e cause." "I can tell you," replied the dervish; "he was changed into a black stone, as all I speak of have been; a nd you must expect the same transformation, unless you observe more exactly than he has done the advice I gave him, in  case you per
sist in you r resolution, which I once more entreat you to renounce." "Dervish," said Prince Perviz, "I cannot sufficiently e xpres s how  much I am obliged for the concern you take in my life, who am a stranger to you, and have done noth ing to deserv
e your kind ness; but I thoroughly considered this enterprise before I undertook it; therefore I beg of you to do me the sa me favou r you have done my brother. Perhaps I may have better success in following your directions." "Since I can not prevail wi
th you," sa id the dervish, "to give up your obstinate resolution, if my age did not prevent me, and I could stand, I would get up t o rea ch you a bowl I have here, which will show you the way." Without giving the dervish time to say more, the  prince alight
ed from hi s horse and went to the dervish, who had taken a bowl out of his bag, in which he had a great many, and  gav e it him, with  the  same directions he had given Prince Bahman; and after warning him not to be discouraged by the voices h e should hear
, however t hreatening they might be, but to continue his way up the hill till he saw the cage and bird, he let him de part.  Prince  Perviz thanked the  dervish, and when he had remounted and taken leave, threw the bowl before his horse, and spurring him at the  same time, f
ollowed it. When the bowl came to the bottom of the hill it stopped, the prince alighted, and stood some time to re coll ect the dervish's direc tion s. H e encouraged himself, and began to walk up with a resolution to reach the summit; but before he had gone above  six steps, he
 heard a vo ice, which seemed to be near, as of a man behind him, say in an insulting tone: "Stay, rash youth, that I ma y pu nish  yo u fo r yo ur presumption." Upon this affront the prince, forgetting the dervish's advice, clapped his hand upon his sword, drew it, and turned
 about to r evenge himself; but had scarcely time to see that nobody followed him before he and his horse were chan ged  int o bl ack  stones. In the meantime the Princess Periezade, several times a day after her brother's departure, counted her chaplet. She  did not omit 
it at night, but when she went to bed put it about her neck, and in the morning when she awoke counted over the pearls aga in t o s ee if they would slide. The day that Prince Perviz was transformed into a stone she was counting over the pearls as she used to do,  when all at o
nce they b ecame immovably fixed, a certain token that the prince, her brother, was dead. As she had determined what to do in case it should so happen, she lost no time in outward demonstrations of grief, which she concealed as much as possible, but having disguised h erself in man'
s apparel, she mounted her horse the next morning, armed and equipped, having told her servants she should return in two or three days, and took the same road that her brothers had done. The princess, who had been used to ride on horseback in hunting, supported the fatigue of so l
ong a jour ney better than most ladies could have done; and as she made the same stages as her brothers, she also met with the dervish on the twentieth day. When she came near him, she alighted from her horse, leading him by the bridle, went and sat down by the dervis h, and after s
he had sal uted him, said: "Good dervish, give me leave to rest myself; and do me the favour to tell me if you have not heard that there are somewhere in this neighbourhood a Talking Bird, a Singing Tree, and Golden Water." "Princess," answered the dervish, "for so I mus t call you, sin
ce by your  voice I know 
you to be a  woman disg
uised in m an's apparel, I
 know the place well wh
ere these t hings are to be fou nd; bu t what  make s you ask m e this questi on?" " Good dervis h," re plied t he pri nce ss, "I have ha
d such a fl atterin g relati on of t hem gi ven me , that I have a great d esire to  posse ss the m." "M adam,"  replie d the d ervish,  "you h ave  been told the
 truth. The s e curio sities a re mor e singu lar tha n they have b een rep resent ed, but  you ha ve not been m ade ac quaint ed with  the dif fic ulties which 
must be su r mounte d in or der to o btain th em. If y ou had been fu lly info rmed o f these , you w ould no t have underta ken so danger ous an en terprise. Take
 my advice , r eturn, a nd do not urg e me to  contri bute to ward y our rui n." "Go od fath er," sai d the p rinces s, "I ha ve trav elled a great w ay , and should 
be sorry to  re turn wi thout e xecutin g my d esign. You tal k of dif ficultie s and d anger of life, but you  do not  tell me  what t hose d ifficulti e s are, and wh
erein the d ang er cons ists. T his is w hat I d esire to  know,  that I may co nsider and jud ge whe ther I c an trus t my co urage a nd stre ngth to  brave them."


