
THE STATE CONSTITUTION OF ARKANSAS. PREAMBLE We, the people of the State of Arkansas, grateful to Almighty God for the privilege of choosing our own form of Government; for our civil and religious liberty; and desiring to perpetuate its blessings and secure the same to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution. ARTICLE I BOUNDARIES We do declare and establish, ratify and confirm the following as the permanent boundarie
s of the State of Arkansas, that is to say: Beginning at the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi River, on the parallel of thirty-six degrees of north latitude, running thence west with said parallel of latitude to the middle of the main channel of the Saint Francis River; thence up the main channel of said last-named river to the parallel of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes of north latitude; thence west with the southern boundary-line of the State of Missouri to th
e southwest corner of said last-named State; thence to be bounded on the west to the north bank of Red River, as by act of Congress and treaties existing January 1, eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, defining the western limits of the Territory of Arkansas, and to be bounded across and south of Red River by the boundary-line of the State of Texas as far as to the northwest corner of the State of Louisiana; thence easterly with the northern boundary-line of said la
st-named State to the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi River; thence up the middle of the main channel of said last-named river, including an island in said river known as "Belle Point Island," and all other land originally surveyed and included as a part of the Territory or State of Arkansas to the thirty- sixth degree of north latitude, the place of beginning. SEAT OF GOVERNMENT The seat of government of the State of Arkansas shall be and remain at Li
ttle Rock, where it is now established. ARTICLE II DECLARATION OF RIGHTS SECTION 1. All political power is inherent in the people, and government is instituted for their protection, security, and benefit; and they have the right to alter, reform, or abolish the same in such manner as they may think proper. SEC. 2. All men are created equally free and independent, and have certain inherent and inalienable rights; amongst which are those of enjoying and defending
 life and liberty; of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property and reputation; and of pursuing their own happiness. To secure these rights governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. SEC. 3. The equality of all persons before the law is recognized, and shall ever remain inviolate; nor shall any citizen ever be deprived of any right, privilege, or immunity, nor exempted from any burden or duty, on account 
of race, color, or previous condition. SEC. 4. The right of the people peaceably to assemble, to consult for the common good, and to petition, by address or remonstrance, the government, or any department thereof, shall never be abridged. SEC. 5. The citizens of this State shall have the right to keep and bear arms, for their common defense. SEC. 6. The liberty of the press shall forever remain inviolate. The free communication of thoughts and opinions is one of th
e invaluable rights of man; and all persons may freely write and publish their sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of such right. In all criminal prosecutions for libel, the truth may be given in evidence to the jury; and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged as libelous is true, and was published with good motives and for justifiable ends, the party charged shall be acquitted. SEC. 7. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate, and
 shall extend to all cases at law, without regard to the amount in controversy; but a jury-trial may be waived by the parties in all cases, in the manner prescribed by law. SEC. 8. No person shall be held to answer a criminal charge unless on the presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases of impeachment, or cases such as the general assembly shall make cognizable by justices of the peace, and courts of similar jurisdiction; or cases arising in the Arm
y and Navy of the United States; or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; and no person, for the same offense, shall be twice put in jeopardy of life or liberty; but if in any criminal prosecution the jury be divided in opinion, the court before which the trial shall be had may, in its discretion, discharge the jury, and commit or bail the accused for trial, at the same or the next term of said court; nor shall any person be compelled, in any crim
inal case, to be a witness against himself; nor be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law. All persons shall, before conviction, be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for capital offenses, when the proof is evident or the presumption great. SEC. 9. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor shall excessive fines be imposed; nor shall cruel or unusual punishments be inflicted, nor witnesses be unreasonably detained. SEC. 10. In all criminal pro
secutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the county in which the crime shall have been committed: Provided, That the venue may be changed to any other county of the judicial district in which the indictment is found, upon the application of the accused, in such manner as now is, or may be prescribed by law; and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation against him, and to have a copy thereof; 
and to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor; and to be heard by himself and his counsel. SEC. 11. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended;. except by the general assembly, in case of rebellion, insurrection, or invasion, when the public safety may require it. SEC. 12. No power of suspending or setting aside the law or laws of the State, shall ever be. exercised, except
 by the general assembly. SEC. 13. Every person is entitled to a certain remedy in the laws for all injuries or wrongs he may receive in his person, property or character; he ought to obtain justice freely, and without purchase; completely and without denial; promptly and without delay; conformably to the laws. SEC. 14. Treason against the State shall only consist in levying and making war against the same, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort.
 No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court. SEC. 15. The right of the people of this State to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrant shall issue except upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the person
 or thing to be seized. SEC. 16. No person shall be imprisoned for debt in any civil action, on mesne or final process, unless in cases of fraud. SEC. 17. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts shall ever be passed; and no conviction shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate. SEC. 18. The general assembly shall not grant to any citizen, or class of citizens, privileges or immunities which, upon the same terms, shall 
not equally belong to all citizens. SEC. 19. Perpetuities and monopolies are contrary to the genius of a republic, and shall not be allowed; nor shall any hereditary emoluments, privileges or honors ever be granted or conferred in this State. SEC. 20. No distinction shall ever be made by law, between resident aliens and citizens, in regard to the possession, enjoyment, or descent of property. SEC. 21. No person shall be taken or imprisoned, or disseized of his estate, 
freehold, liberties or privileges; or outlawed, or in any manner destroyed, or deprived of his life, liberty, or property, except by the judgment of his peers, or the law of the land; nor shall any person, under any circumstances, be exiled from the State. SEC. 22. The right of property is before and higher than any constitutional sanction; and private property shall not be taken, appropriated, or damaged for public use, without just compensation therefor. SEC. 23. The St
ate's ancient right of eminent domain, and of taxation, is herein fully and expressly conceded; and the general assembly may delegate the taxing power, with the necessary restriction, to the State's subordinate, political, and municipal corporations, to the extent of providing for their existence, maintenance and well-being , but no further. SEC. 24. All men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their o
wn consciences; no man can of right be compelled to attend, erect, or support any place of worship, or to  maintain any ministry against his consent. No human authority can, in any case or manner whatsoever, control or interfere wit
h the right of conscience; and no preference shall ever be given by law to any religious establishment, de nomination, or mode of worship above any other. SEC. 25. Religion, morality, and knowledge being essential to good govern
ment, the general assembly shall enact suitable laws to protect every religious denomination in the peace able enjoyment of its own mode of public worship. SEC. 26. No religious test shall ever be required of any person as a qualif
ication to vote or hold office; nor shall any person be rendered incompetent to be a witness on account of  his religious belief; but nothing herein shall be construed to dispense with oaths or affirmations. SEC. 27. There shall be n
o slavery in this State, nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime. No standing army sha ll be kept in time of peace; the military shall at all times be in strict subordination to the civil power; and no soldier shall be 
quartered in any house or on any premises without the consent of the owner in time of peace; nor in time of war, except in a manner prescribed by law. SEC. 28. All lands in this State are declared to be allodial; and feudal tenure of 
every description, with all their incidents, are prohibited. .SEC. 29. This enumeration of rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people; and to guard against any encroachments on the rights herein r
etained, or any transgression of any of the higher powers herein delegated, we declare that everything in t his article is excepted out of the general powers of the government, and shall forever remain inviolate; and that all laws contrar
y thereto, or to the other provisions herein contained, shall be void. ARTICLE III FRANCHISE AND ELECTIO NS SECTION 1. Every male citizen of the United States, or male person who has declared his intention of becoming a citizen of t
he same, of the age of twenty-one years, who has resided in the State twelve months, and in the county six  months, and in the voting precinct or ward one month, next preceding any election, where he may propose to vote, shall be entitl
ed to vote at all elections by the people. SEC. 2. Elections shall be free and equal. No power, civil or military , shall ever interfere to prevent the free exercise of the right of suffrage; nor shall any law be enacted whereby the right to vote at a
ny election shall be made to depend upon any previous registration of the elector's name; or whereby such right shall be impaired or forfeited, except for the commission of a felony at common law, upon lawful conviction thereof. SEC. 3. All 
elections by the people shall be by ballot. Every ballot shall be numbered in the order in which it, shall be re ceived, and the number recorded by the election officers, on the list of voters, opposite the name of the elector who presents the ballot
. The election officers shall be sworn or affirmed not to disclose how any elector shall have voted, unless re quired to do so as witnesses in a judicial. proceeding, or a proceeding to contest an election. SEC. 4. Electors shall in all cases (except t
reason, felony, and breach of the peace) be privileged from arrest during their attendance at elections, and g oing to and from the same. SEC. 5. No idiot or insane person shall be entitled to the privileges of an elector. SEC. 6. Any person who sha
ll be convicted of fraud, bribery, or other wilful and corrupt violation of any election law of this State, shall be  adjudg ed guilty of a felony, and disqualified from holding any office of trust or profit in this State. SEC. 7. No s
oldier, sailor, or marine, in the military or naval service of the United States, shall acquire a residence by reas on of being stationed on duty in this State. SEC. 8. The general elections shall be held biennially, on the 
first Monday of September; but the general assembly may by law fix a different time. SEC. 9. In trials of contes ted elections and in proceedings for the investigation of elections, no person shall be permitted to withh
old his testimony on the ground that it may criminate himself, or subject him to public infamy; but such testim ony shall not be used against him in any judicial proceeding, except for perjury in giving such testimony. 
SEC. 10. No person shall be qualified to serve as an election officer, who shall hold, at the time of the election,  any office, appointment, or employment in or under the Government of the United States, or of this State, 
or in any city or county, or any municipal board, commission or trust, in any city, save only the justices of the peace and aldermen, notaries public, and persons in the militia service of the State. Nor shall any election of
ficer be eligible to any civil office to be filled at an election at which he shall serve, save only to such subordina te municipal or local offices, below the grade of city or county officers, as shall be designated by general law. 
SEC. 11. If the officers of any election shall unlawfully refuse or fail to receive, count, or return the vote or ballot  of any qualified elector, such vote or ballot shall nevertheless be counted upon the trial of any contest arising out
 of said election. SEC. 12. All elections by persons acting in a representative capacity shall be viva voce. ARTIC LE IV DEPARTMENT SECTION 1. The powers of the government of the State of Arkansas shall be divided into thre
e distinct departments, each of them to be confided to a separate body of magistracy, to wit: Those which are le gislative, to one; those which are executive, to another; and those which are judicial, to another. SEC. 2. No perso
n or collection of persons, being of one of these departments, shall exercise any power belonging to either of th e others, except in the instances hereinafter expressly directed or permitted. ARTICLE V LEGISLATIVE SECTION 1.
 The legislative power of this State shall be vested in a General Assembly, which shall consist of the senate and house of representatives. SEC. 2. The house of representatives shall consist of members to be chosen every second 
year by the qualified electors of the several counties. SEC. 3. The senate shall consist of members to be chosen e very four years by the qualified electors of the several districts. At the first session of the senate, the senators shall di
vide themselves into two classes, by lot, and the first class shall hold their places for two years only, after which a ll shall be elected for four years. SEC. 4. No person shall be a senator or representative, who, at the time of his electio
n, is not a citizen of the United States, nor any one who has not been for two years next preceding his election, a r esident of this State, and for one year next preceding his election, a resident of the county or district whence he may be
 chosen. Senators shall be at least twenty-five years of age, and representatives at least twenty-one years of age. SEC. 5. The general assembly shall meet at the seat of government every two years, on the first Tuesday after the second
 Monday in November, until said time be altered by law. SEC. 6. The governor shall issue writs of election, to fill s uch vacancies as shall occur in either house of the general assembly. SEC. 7. No judge of the supreme, circuit or inferior cou
rts of law or equity, Secretary of state, attorney-general for the State, auditor or treasurer, recorder, Clerk of any c ourt of record, sheriff, coroner, member of Congress, nor any other person holding any lucrative office under the United State
s or this State, (militia officers, justices of the peace, postmasters, officers of public schools, and notaries except ed,) shall be eligible to a seat in either house of the general assembly. SEC. 8. No person who now is, or shall be hereafter, a c
ollector or holder of public money, nor any assistant or deputy of such holder or collector of public money, shall be eligible to a seat in either house of the general assembly, nor to any office of trust or profit, until he shall have accounted f
or and paid over all sums for which he may have been liable. SEC. 9. No person hereafter convicted of embezzlem ent of public money, bribery, forgery, or other infamous crime, shall be eligible to the general assembly, or capable of holdi
ng any office of trust or profit in this State. SEC. 10. No senator or representative shall, during the term for which  lie shall have been elected, be appointed or elected to any civil office under this State. SEC. 11. Each house shall appoi
nt its own officers, and shall be sole judge of the qualifications, returns, and elections of its own members. A maj ority of all the members elected to each house shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may adj
ourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members in such mariner and under such penalties a s each house shall provide. SEC. 12. Each house shall have power to determine the rules of its proceedings, and punis
h its members or other persons for contempt or disorderly behavior in its presence; enforce obedience to its pro cess; to protect its members against violence or offers of bribes, or private solicitations; and, with the concurrence of t
wo-thirds, expel a member; but not a second time for the same cause. A member expelled for corruption shall no t thereafter be eligible to either house, and punishment for contempt or disorderly behavior shall not bar an indictment f
or the same offence. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and, from time to time, publish the same , except such parts as require secrecy; and the yeas and nays on any question shall, at the desire of any five members, be e
ntered on the journals. SEC. 13. The sessions of each house and of committees of the whole shall be open, unle ss when the business is such as ought to be kept secret. SEC. 14. Whenever an officer, civil or military, shall be appointed by t
he joint or concurrent vote of both houses, or by the separate vote of either house of the general assembly, the v ote shall be taken viva voce, and entered on the journals. SEC. 15. The members of the general assembly shall, in all cases exce
pt treason, felony, and breach or surety of the peace, be privileged front arrest during their attendance at the ses sions of their respective houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any speech or debate in either house they s
hall not be questioned in any other place. SEC. 16. The members of the general assembly shall receive such per  diem pay and mileage for their services as shall be fixed by law. No member of either house shall, during the term for which he has 
been elected, receive any increase of pay for his services under any law passed during such term. The term of a ll members of the general assembly shall begin on the day of their election. SEC. 17. The regular biennial sessions shall not exceed s
ixty days in duration, unless by a vote of two-thirds of the members elected to each house of said general assem bly: Provided, That this section shall not apply to the first session of the general assembly under this constitution, or when impeach
ments are pending. SEC. 18. Each house, at the beginning of every regular session of the general assembly, and  whenever a vacancy may occur, shall elect from its members a presiding officer, to be styled, respectively, the president of the senat
e and the speaker of the house of representatives; and whenever, at the close of any session, it may appear that  the term of the member elected president of the senate will expire before the next regular session, the senate shall elect another presi
dent from those members whose terms of office continue over, who shall qualify and remain president of the se nate until his successor may be elected and qualified; and who, in the case of a vacancy in the office of governor, shall perform the duties an
d exercise the powers of governor as elsewhere herein provided. SEC. 19. The style of the laws of the State of A rkansas shall be: "Be it enacted by the general assembly of the State of Arkansas." SEC. 20. The State of Arkansas shall never be made defen
dant in any of her courts. SEC. 21. No law shall be passed except by bill, and no bill shall be so altered or amen ded on its passage through either house as to change its original purpose. SEC 22. Every bill shall be read at length, on three different days in 
each House; unless the rules be suspended by two-thirds of the house, when the same may be read a second o r third time on the same day; and no bill shall become a law unless, on its final passage, the vote be taken by yeas and nays; the names of the 
persons voting for and against the same be entered on the journal; and a majority of each House be recorded th ereon as voting in its favor. SEC. 23. No law shall be revived, amended, or the provisions thereof extended or conferred, by reference to its title 
only; but so much thereof as is revived, amended, extended or conferred, shall be re-enacted and published at l ength. SEC. 24. The general assembly shall not pass any local or special law changing the venue in criminal cases; changing the names of pers
ons, or adopting or legitimating children; granting divorces; vacating roads, streets, or alleys. SEC. 25. In all ca ses where a general law can be made applicable, no special law shall be enacted; nor shall the operation of any general law be suspended by the
 Legislature for the benefit of any particular individual, corporation, or association, nor where the courts have j urisdiction to grant the powers, or the privileges, or the relief asked for. SEC. 26. No local or special bill shall be passed, unless notice of the inte
ntion to apply therefor, shall have been published, in the locality where the matter or the thing to be affected m ay be situated; which notice shall be at least thirty days prior to the introduction into the general assembly of such bill, and in the manner to be pro
vided by law. The evidence of such notice having been published, shall be exhibited in the general assembly be fore such act shall be passed. SEC. 27. No extra compensation shall be made to any officer, agent, employee or contractor, after the service shall ha
ve been rendered, or the contract made; nor shall any money be appropriated or paid on any claim, the subject -matter of which shall not have been provided by pre-existing laws; unless such compensation or claim, be allowed by bill passed by two-thirds of th
e members elected to each branch of the general assembly. SEC. 28. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two Houses, shall be sitting. SEC. 29. No money shall be d
rawn from the treasury except in pursuance of specific appropriation made by law, the purpose of which shall be distinctly stated in the bill; and the maximum amount which may be drawn shall be specified in dollars and cents; and no appropriations shall be f
or a longer period than two years. SEC. 30. The general appropriation bill shall embrace nothing but appropria tions for the ordinary expenses of the executive, legislative, and judicial departments of the State; all other appropriations shall be made by separate 
bills, each embracing but one subject. SEC. 31. No State tax shall be allowed, or appropriation of money made,  except to raise means for the payment of the just debts of the State, for defraying the necessary expenses of the government, to sustain common sch
ools, to repel invasion, and suppress insurrection, except by a majority of two thirds of both Houses of the Ge neral assembly. SEC. 32. No act of the General Assembly shall limit the amount to be recovered for injuries resulting in death, or for injuries to persons 
or property; and, in case of death from such injuries, the right of action shall survive, and the General Assemb ly shall prescribe for whose benefit such action shall be prosecuted. SEC. 33. No obligation or liability of any railroad, or other corporation held or owned by
 this State, shall ever be exchanged, transferred, remitted, postponed, or in any way diminished by the general  assembly; nor shall such liability or obligation be released , except by payment thereof into the State treasury. SEC. 34. No new bill shall be introduced in either h
ouse during the last three days of the session. SEC. 35. Any person who shall, directly or indirectly, offer, give , or promise any money, or thing of value, testimonial, privilege, or personal advantage, to any executive or judicial officer or member of the general assembly; and a
ny such executive or judicial officer or member of the general assembly who shall receive or consent to receiv e any such consideration, either directly or indirectly, to influence his action in the performance or non-performance of his public or official duty, shall be guilty of a f
elony, and be punished accordingly. SEC. 36. Proceedings to expel a member for a criminal offence, whether successful or not, shall not bar an indictment and punishment, under the criminal laws, for the same offence. ARTICLE VI EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS SECTION 1. T
he executive department of this State shall consist of a governor, secretary of state, treasurer of state, auditor  of state, and attorney-general; all of whom shall keep their offices in person at the seat of government, and hold their offices for the term of two years and until their
 successors are elected and qualified; and the general assembly may provide by law for the establishment of the office of commissioner of State lands. SEC. 2. The supreme executive power of this State shall be vested in a chief magistrate, who shall be styled "the governor 
of the State of Arkansas." SEC. 3. The governor, secretary of state, treasurer of state, auditor of state, and att orney-general shall be elected by the qualified electors of the State at large, at the time and places of voting for members of the general assembly; the returns of each 
election therefor shall be sealed up separately and transmitted to the seat of government by the returning offi cers, and directed to the speaker of the house of representatives, who shall, during the first week of the session, open and publish the votes cast and given for each of
 the respective officers hereinbefore mentioned, in the presence of both houses of the general assembly. The  person having the highest number of votes, for each of the respective offices, shall be declared duly elected thereto; but if two or more shall be equal, and highest in
 votes for the same office, one of them shall be chosen by the joint vote of both houses of the general assem bly, and a majority of all the members elected shall be necessary to a choice. SEC. 4. Contested elections for governor, secretary of state, treasurer of state, auditor of 
state, and attorney-general shall be determined by the members of both houses of the general assembly, in jo int session, who shall have executive jurisdiction in trying and determining the same, except as hereinafter provided in the case of special elections; and all such contests sh
all be tried and determined at the first session of the general assembly after the election in which the same s hall have arisen. SEC. 5. No person shall be eligible to the office of governor except a citizen of the United States, who shall have attained the age of thirty years and shall have
 been seven years a resident of this State. SEC. 6. The governor shall be commander-in-chief of the military a nd naval forces of this State, except when they shall be called into the actual service of the United States. SEC. 7. He may require information, in writing, from the officers of th
e executive department, on any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices, and shall see that the  laws are faithfully executed. SEC. 8. He shall give to the general assembly from time to time, and at the close of his official term to the next general assembly, information, by 
message, concerning the condition and government of the State, and recommend for their consideration suc h measures as he may deem expedient. SEC. 9. A seal of the State shall be kept by the governor, used by him officially, and called the "Great Seal of the State of Arkansas." S
EC. 10. All grants and commissions shall be issued in the name, and by the authority of the State of Arkansa s; sealed with the great seal of the State; signed by the Governor, and attested by the secretary of state. SEC. 11. No member of Congress, or other person holding office und
er the authority of this State, or of the United States, shall exercise the office of Governor, except as herein p rovided. SEC. 12. In case of the death, conviction on impeachment, failure to qualify, resignation, absence from the State, or other disability of the Governor, the powers, duti
es and emoluments of the office for the remainder of the term, or until the disability be removed, or a govern or elected and qualified, shall devolve upon, and accrue, to the president of the Senate. SEC. 13. If, during the vacancy of the office of Governor, the president of the Senate shal
l be impeached, removed from office, refuse to qualify, resign, die, or be absent from the State, the speaker o f the house of representatives shall, in like manner, administer the government. SEC. 14. Whenever the office of Governor shall become vacant by death, resignation, removal fro
m office or otherwise, provided such vacancy shall not happen within twelve months next before the expirati on of the term of office for which the late governor shall have been elected, the president of the senate or speaker of the house of representatives, as the case may be, exercising t
he powers of governor for the time being, shall, immediately cause an election to be held to fill such vacancy, g iving by proclamation sixty days' previous notice thereof; which election shall be governed by the same rules prescribed for general elections of governor as far as applicable; the 
returns shall be made to the secretary of state, and the acting Governor, secretary of state and attorney-general shall constitute a board of canvassers, a majority of whom shall compare said returns, and declare who is elected; and if there be a contested election, it shall be decided as may b
e provided by law. SEC. 15. Every bill which shall have passed both houses of the general assembly shall be pre sen ted to the governor; if he approve it, he shall sign it; but if he shall not approve it, he shall return it, with his objections, to the house in which it originated; which house shall enter 
the objections at large upon their journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, a majority o f the whole nu mber elected to that house, shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, with the objections, to the other house; by which, likewise, it shall be reconsidered, and; if approved by a ma
jority of the whole number elected to that house, it shall be a law; but in such cases the votes of both houses shall be determined by  "yeas and nays," and the names of the members voting for or against the bill, shall be entered on the journals. If any bill shall not be returned by the governor within five days, Su
ndays excepted, after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it; unless the ge neral assembly, by their adjournment, prevent its return; in which case it shall become a law, unless he shall file the same, with his objections, in the office of the secretary of state,
 and give notice thereof, by public proclamation, within twenty days a adjournment. SEC. 16. Every order or resolution in which the c oncurrence of both houses of the general assembly may be necessary, except on questions of adjournment, shall be presented to the governor, and, before it shall take effect, be ap
proved by him; or, being disapproved, shall be repassed by both houses, according to the rules and limitations prescribed in the cas e of a bill. SEC. 17. The governor shall have power to disapprove of any item or items, of any bill making appropriation of money, embracing distinct items, and the part or parts of th
e bill approved shall be the law; and the item or items of appropriations disapproved, shall be void unless repassed according to the rules and limitations prescribed for the passage of other bills over the executive veto. SEC. 18. In all criminal and penal cases, except in those of treason and impeachment, the gove
rnor shall have power to grant reprieves, commutations of sentence, and pardons, after conviction; and to remit fines and forfeitures , under such rules and regulations as shall be prescribed by law. In cases of treason, he shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to grant reprieves and 
pardons; and he may, in the recess of the senate, respite the sentence until the adjournment of the next regular session of the gener al assembly. He shall communicate to the general assembly at every regular session each case of reprieve, commutation, or pardon, with his reasons therefor, stating the name a
nd crime of the convict, the sentence, its date, and the date of the commutation, pardon, or reprieve. SEC. 19. The governor may, by proclamation, on extraordinary occasions, convene the general assembly at the seat of government, or at a different place, if that shall have become, since their last adjournmen
t, dangerous from an enemy or contagious disease; and he shall specify in his proclamation the purpose for which they are convene d, and no other business than that set forth therein shall be transacted until the same shall have been disposed of; after which they may, by a vote of two-thirds of all the memb
ers elected to both houses, entered upon their journals, remain in session not exceeding fifteen days. SEC. 20. In cases of disagreem ent between the two houses of the general assembly, at a regular or special session, with respect to the time of adjournment, the governor may, if the facts be certified to him 
by the presiding officers of the two houses, adjourn them to a time not beyond the day of their next meeting; and on account of dang er from an enemy or disease, to such other place of safety as he may think proper . SEC. 21. The secretary of state shall keep a full and accurate record of all the official acts an
d proceedings of the governor, and, when required, lay the same, with all papers, minutes, and vouchers relating thereto, before eith er branch of the general assembly. He shall also discharge the duties of superintendent of public instruction, until otherwise provided by law. SEC. 22. The treasurer of state, se
cretary of state, auditor of state, and attorney-general shall perform such duties as may be prescribed by law; they shall not hold any  other office or commission, civil or military, in this State or under any State, or the United States, or any other power, at one and the same time; and in case of vacancy occurrin
g in any of said offices, by death, resignation, or otherwise, the governor shall fill said office by appointment for the unexpired term. SEC. 23. When any office, from any cause, may become vacant, and no mode is provided by the constitution and laws for filling such vacancy, the governor shall have the power 
to fill the same by granting a commission, which shall expire when the person elected to fill said office, at the next general election, shall be duly qualified. ARTICLE VII JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT SECTION 1. The judicial power of the State shall be vested in one supreme court, in circuit courts, in county and pr
obate courts, and in justices of the peace. The general assembly may also vest such jurisdiction as may be deemed necessary in mu nicipal-corporation courts, courts of common pleas, where established; and, when deemed expedient, may establish separate courts of chancery. SEC. 2. The supreme court sha
ll be composed of three judges, one of whom shall be styled chief justice, and elected as such; any two of whom shall constitute a q uorum, and the concurrence of two judges shall, in every case, be necessary to a decision. SEC. 3. When the population of the State shall amount to one million, the general asse
mbly may, if deemed necessary, increase the number of judges of the supreme court to five; and, on such increase, a majority of judges shall be necessary to make a q u orum or a decision. SEC. 4. The supreme court, except in cases otherwise provided by this constitution, shall have appellate jurisdiction only, which shall be co-extensive with th
e State, under such restrictions as may from time to time be prescribed by law. It shall have a general superintending control over all inferior courts of law and equity, and, in aid of its appellate and supervisory jurisdiction, it shall have power to issue writs of error and supersedeas, certiorari, habeas corpus, prohibition, mandamus, and quo warranto, and other remedial writs, and to hear and determine the same. Its judges shall be conservators .of the peace throug
hout the State, and shall severally have power to issue any of the aforesaid writs. SEC. 5. In the exercise of original jurisdiction, the Supreme Court shall have power to issue writs of quo warranto to the circuit judges and chancellors, when created, and to officers of political corporations when the question involved is the legal existence of such corporations. SEC. 6. A judge of the supreme court shall be at least thirty years of age, of good moral character, and lear
ned in the law; a citizen of the United States, and two years a resident of the State, and who has been a practising lawyer eight years, or whose service upon the bench of any court of record, when added to the time he may have practiced law, shall be equal to eight years. The judges of the supreme court shall be elected by the qualified electors of the State, and shall hold their offices during the term of eight years from the date of their commissions; but at the first 
meeting of the court after the first election under this constitution the judges shall, by lot, divide themselves into three classes; one of which shall hold his office for four, one for six, and the other for eight years; after which each judge shall be elected for a full term of eight years. A record shall be made in the court of this classification. SEC. 7. The supreme court shall appoint its clerk and Reporter, who shall hold their offices for six years, subject to removal for g
ood cause. SEC. 8. The terms of the supreme court shall be held at the seat of government, at the times that now are, or may be, provided by law. SEC. 9. In case all, or any of the judges of the supreme court shall be disqualified from presiding in any cause or causes, the court, or the disqualified judge, shall certify the same to the governor, who shall immediately commission the requisite number of men learned in the law, to sit in the trial and determination of suc
h causes. SEC. 10. The supreme judges shall, at stated times, receive a compensation for their services to be ascertained by law, which shall not be, after the adjournment of the next general assembly, diminished during the time for which they shall have been elected. They shall not be allowed any fees or perquisites of office, nor hold any other office of trust or profit under the State or the United States. SEC. 11. The circuit court shall have jurisdiction in all civil a
nd criminal cases, the exclusive jurisdiction of which may not be vested in some other court provided for by this constitution. SEC. 12, The Circuit Courts shall hold their terms in each county, at such times and places as are, or may be, prescribed by law. SEC. 13. The State shall be divided into convenient circuits, each circuit to be made up of contiguous counties, for each of which circuits a judge shall be elected; who, during his continuance in office, shall resid
e in and be a conservator of the peace within the circuit for which he shall have been elected. SEC. 14. The circuit court shall exercise a superintending control and appellate jurisdiction over county, probate, court of common pleas, and corporation courts and justices of the peace; and shall have power to issue, hear, and determine all the necessary writs to carry into effect their general and specific powers, any of which writs may be issued upon order of the judg
e of the appropriate court in vacation. SEC. 15. Until the general assembly shall deem it expedient to establish courts of chancery, the circuit courts shall have jurisdiction in matters of equity, subject to appeal to the supreme court, in such manner as may be prescribed by law. SEC. 16. A judge of the circuit court shall be a citizen of the United States, at least twenty-eight years of age, of good moral character, learned in the law, two years a resident of the State, an
d shall have practised law six years, or whose service upon the bench of any court of record, when added to the time he may have practised law, shall be equal to six years. SEC. 17. The judges of the Circuit Courts shall be elected by the qualified electors of the several circuits, and shall hold their offices for the term of four years. SEC. 18. The judges of the circuit courts shall at stated times receive a compensation for their services to be ascertained by law, which 
shall not, after the adjournment of the first session of the General Assembly, be diminished during the time for which they are elected. They shall not be allowed any fees or perquisites of office, nor hold any other office of trust or profit under this State or the United States. SEC. 19. The clerks of the circuit court shall be elected. by the qualified electors of the several counties, for the term of two years, and shall be ex-officio clerks of the county and probate courts, 
and recorder: Provided, That in any county having a population exceeding fifteen thousand inhabitants, as shown by the last Federal census, there shall be elected a county clerk, in like manner as clerk of the circuit court, who shall be ex-officio clerk of the probate court of said county. SEC. 20. No judge or justice shall preside in the trial of any cause in the event of which he may be interested, or where either of the parties shall be connected with him by consangu
inity or affinity, within such degree as may be prescribed by law; or in which he may have been of counsel, or have presided in any inferior court. SEC. 21. Whenever the office of judge of the circuit court of any county is vacant at the commencement of a term of such court, or the judge of said court shall fail to attend, the regular practising attorneys in attendance on said court may meet at 10 o'clock a. m., on the second day of the term and elect a judge to preside 
at such court, or until the regular judge shall appear; and if the judge of said court shall become sick, or die, or unable to continue to hold such court after its term shall have commenced, or shall from any cause be disqualified from presiding at the trial of any cause then pending therein, then the regular practising attorneys in attendance on said court may in like manner, on notice from the judge or clerk of said court, elect a judge to preside at such court or to try 
said causes; and the attorney so elected shall have the same power and authority in said court as the regular judge would have had if present and presiding; but this authority shall cease at the close of the term at which the election shall be made. The proceedings shall be entered at large upon the record. The special judge shall be learned in the law, and a resident of the State. SEC. 22. The judges of the circuit courts may temporarily exchange circuits, or hold co
urts for each other, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law. SEC. 23. Judges shall not charge juries with regard to matters of fact, but shall declare the law; and, in jury-trials, shall reduce their charge or instructions to writing, on the request of either party. SEC. 24. The qualified electors of each circuit shall elect a prosecuting attorney, who shall hold his office for the term of two years; and he shall be a citizen of the United States, learned in the law, a
nd a resident of the circuit for which lie may be elected. SEC. 25. The judges of the supreme, circuit, or chancery courts shall not, during their continuance in office, practise law, or appear as counsel in any court, State or Federal, within this State. SEC. 26. The general assembly shall have power to regulate, by law, the punishment of contempts not committed in the presence or hearing of the courts, or in disobedience of process. SEC. 27. The circuit court shall ha


