
THE STATE CONSTITUTION OF COLORADO. PREAMBLE We, the people of Colorado, with profound reverence for the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, in order to form a more independent and perfect government, establish justice, insure tranquillity, provide for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution for the State of Colorado. ARTICLE I BOUNDAR
IES The boundaries of the State of Colorado shall be as follows: Commencing on the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude, where the twenty-fifth meridian of longitude west from Washington crosses the same; thence north on said meridian to the forty-first parallel of north latitude; thence along said parallel west to the thirty-second meridian of longitude west from Washington; then south on said meridian to the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude; thence alo
ng said thirty- seventh parallel of north latitude to the place of beginning. ARTICLE II BILL OF RIGHTS In order to assert our rights, acknowledge our duties, and proclaim the principles upon which our government is founded, we declare SECTION 1. That all political power is vested in and derived from the people; that all government, of right, originates from the people, is founded upon their will only, and is instituted solely for the good of the whole. SEC. 2. That the
 people of this State have the sole and exclusive right of governing themselves, as a free, sovereign, and independent State, and to alter and abolish their constitution and form of government whenever they may deem it necessary to their safety and happiness, provided such change be not repugnant to the Constitution of the United States. SEC. 3. That all persons have certain natural, essential, and inalienable rights, among which may be reckoned the right of enj
oying and defending their lives and liberties; that of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and of seeking and obtaining their safety and happiness. SEC. 4. That the free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without discrimination, shall forever hereafter be guaranteed; and no person shall be denied any civil or political right, privilege, or capacity on account of his opinions concerning religion; but the liberty of conscience hereby s
ecured shall not be construed to dispense with oaths or affirmations, excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with the good order, peace, or safety of the State. No person shall be required to attend or support any ministry or place of worship, religious sect or denomination against his consent; nor shall any preference be given by law to any religious denomination or mode of worship. SEC. 5. That all elections shall be free and open; and no 
power, civil or military, shall at any time interfere to prevent the free exercise of the right of suffrage. SEC. 6. That courts of justice shall be open to every person, and a speedy remedy afforded for every injury to person, property, or character; and that right and justice should be administered without sale, denial, or delay. SEC. 7. That the people shall be secure in their persons, papers, homes, and effects from unreasonable searches and seizures; and no warrant t
o search any place or seize any person or thing shall issue without describing the place to be searched, or the person or thing to be seized, as near as may be, nor without probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, reduced to writing. SEC. 8. That, until otherwise provided by law, no person shall, for a felony, be proceeded against criminally, otherwise than by indictment, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia when in actual servi
ce in time of war or public danger. In all other cases offences shall be prosecuted criminally by indictment or information. SEC. 9. That treason against the State can consist only in levying war against it, or in adhering to its enemies, them aid and comfort; that no person can be convicted of treason unless on the testi- mony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on his confession in open court; that no person can be attainted of treason or felony by the general 
assembly; that no conviction can work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate; that the estates of such persons as may destroy their own lives shall descend or vest as in cases of natural death. SEC. 10. That no law shall be passed impairing the freedom of speech; that every person shall be free to speak, write, or publish whatever he will on any subject, being responsible for all abuse of that liberty; and that in all suits and prosecutions for libel, the truth thereof
 may be given in evidence, and the jury, under the direction of the court, shall determine the law and the fact. SEC. 11. That no ex post facto law, nor law impairing the obligation of contracts, or retrospective in its operation, or making any irrevocable grant of special privileges, franchises, or immunities, shall be passed by the general assembly. SEC. 12. That no person shall be imprisoned for debt, unless upon refusal to deliver up his estate for the benefit of his cr
editors, in such manner as shall be prescribed by law, or in cases of tort or where there is strong presumption of fraud. SEC. 13. That the right of no person to keep and bear arms in defence of his home, person, and property, or in aid of the civil power when thereto legally summoned, shall be called in question; but nothing herein contained shall be construed to justify the practice of carrying concealed weapons. SEC. 14. That private property shall not be taken fo
r private use unless by consent of the owner, except for private ways of necessity, and except for reservoirs, drains, flumes, or ditches on or across the lands of others, for agricultural, mining, milling, domestic, or sanitary purposes. SEC. 15. That private property shall not be taken or damaged, for public or private use, without just compensation. Such compensation shall be ascertained by a board of commissioners, of not less than three freeholders, or by a jury, 
when required by the owner of the property, in such manner as may be prescribed by law, and until the same shall be paid to the owner, or into court for the owner, the property shall not be needlessly disturbed, or the proprietary rights of the owner therein divested; and whenever an attempt is made to take private property for a use alleged to be public, the question whether the contemplated use be really public shall be a judicial question, and determined as such
 without regard to any legislative assertion that the use is public. SEC. 16. That in criminal prosecutions the accused shall have the right to appear and defend in person and by counsel; to demand the nature and cause of the accusation; to meet the witnesses against him face to face; to have process to compel the attendance of witnesses in his behalf, and a speedy public trial by an impartial jury of the county or district in which the offence is alleged to have been
 committed. SEC. 17. That no person shall be imprisoned for the purpose of securing his testimony in any case longer than may be necessary in order to take his deposition. If he can give security he shall be discharged; if he cannot give security, his deposition shall be taken by some judge of the supreme, district, or county court, at the earliest time he can attend, at some convenient place by him appointed for that purpose, of which time and place the accused an
d the attorney prosecuting for the people shall have reasonable notice. The accused shall have the right to appear in person and by counsel. If he have no counsel the judge shall assign him one in that behalf only. On the completion of such examination the witness shall be discharged on his own recognizance, entered in before said judge, but such deposition shall not be used if, in the opinion of the court, the personal attendance of the witness might be procured
 by the prosecution, or is procured by the accused. No exception shall be taken to such deposition as to matters of form. SEC. 18. That no person shall be compelled to testify against himself in a criminal case, nor shall any person be twice put in jeopardy for the same offence. If the jury disagree, or if the judgment be arrested after verdict, or if the judgment be reserved for error in law, the accused shall not be deemed to have been in jeopardy. SEC. 19. That all per
sons shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for capital offences, when the proof is evident or the presumption great. SEC. 20. That excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. SEC. 21. That the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall never be suspended, unless when, in case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require it. SEC. 22. That the military shall always be in strict subor
dination to the civil power; that no soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war except in the manner prescribed by law. SEC. 23. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate in criminal cases; but a jury in civil cases in all courts, or in criminal cases in courts not of record, may consist of less than twelve men, as may be prescribed by law. Hereafter a grand jury shall consist of twelve men, any nine 
of whom concurring may find an indictment: Provided, The general assembly may change, regulate, or abolish the grand-jury system. SEC. 24. That the people have the right peaceably to assemble for the common good, and to apply to those invested with the powers of government for redress of grievances, by petition or remonstrance. SEC. 25. That no person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of law. SEC. 26. That there shall never 
be in this State either slavery or involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted. SEC. 27. Aliens, who are or who may hereafter become bona-fide residents of this State, may acquire, inherit, possess, enjoy, and dispose of property, real and personal, as native-born citizens. SEC. 28. The enumeration in this constitution of certain rights shall not be construed to deny, impair, or disparage others retained by 
the people. ARTICLE III DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS The powers of the government of this State are divided into three distinct departments, the legislative, executive, and judicial, and no person, or collection of persons, charged with the exercise of powers properly belonging to one of these departments shall exercise any power properly belonging to either of the others, except as in this constitution expressly directed or permitted. ARTICLE IV EXECUTIVE DEPAR
TMENT SECTION 1. The executive department shall consist of a governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, auditor of state, State treasurer, attorney-general, and superintendent of public instruction, each of whom shall hold his office for the term of two years, beginning on the second Tuesday of January next after his election: Provided, That the terms of office of those chosen at the first election held under this constitution shall begin on the day appointed 
for the first meet- ing of the general assembly. The officers of the executive department, excepting the lieutenant- governor, shall, during their term of offices, reside at the seat of government, where they shall keep the public records, books, and papers. They shall perform such duties as are prescribed by this constitution or by law. SE C. 2. The supreme executive power of the State shall be vested in the governor, who shall take care t
hat the laws be faithfully executed. SEC. 3. The officers named in section one of this article shall be chosen on the day of the general election by the qualified electors of the State. The returns of e very election for said officers shall be sealed up and transmitted to the secretary of state, directed to 
the speaker of the house of representatives, who shall immediately, upon the organization of the house, and before proceeding to other business, open and publish the same in the presence of a maj
ority of the members of both houses of the general assembly, who shall for that purpose assembl e in the house of representatives. The person having the highest number of votes for either of said of
fices shall be declared duly elected, but if two or more have an equal and the highest number of v otes for the same office, one of them shall be chosen thereto by the two houses, on joint ballot. Cont
ested elections for the said offices shall be determined by the two houses, on joint ballot, in such  manner as may be prescribed by law. SEC. 4. No person shall be eligible to the office of governor, li
eutenant-governor, or superintendent of public instruction, unless he should have attained the ag e of thirty years, nor to the office of auditor of state, secretary of state, or State treasurer, unless he s
hall have attained the age of twenty-five years, nor to the office of attorney-general unless he sha ll have attained the age of twenty-five years, and be a licensed attorney of the supreme court of the 
State, or of the Territory of Colorado, in good standing. At the first election under this constitutio n, any person being a qualified elector at the time of the adoption of this constitution, and having the
 qualifications above herein prescribed for any one of said officers, shall be eligible thereto; but t hereafter no person shall be eligible to any one of said offices, unless, in addition to the qualification
s above prescribed therefor, he shall be a citizen of the United States, and have resided within th e limits of the State two years next preceding his election. SEC. 5. The governor shall be commander
-in-chief of the military forces of the State, except when they shall be called into actual service of  the United States. He shall have power to call out the militia to execute the laws, suppress insurrect
ion, or repel invasion. SEC. 6. The governor shall nominate, and by and with the consent of the s enate appoint, all officers whose offices are established by this constitution, or which may be create
d by law, and whose appointment or election is not otherwise provided for, and may remove any such officer for incompetency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance in office. If during the recess of the s
enate a vacancy occur in any such office, the governor shall appoint some fit person to discharg e the duties thereof until the next meeting of the senate, when he shall nominate some person to fill 
such office. If the office of auditor of state, State treasurer, secretary of state, attorney-general, o r superintendent of public instruction shall be vacated by death, resignation, or otherwise, it shall b
e the duty of the governor to fill the same by appointment, and the appointee shall hold his office  until his successor shall be elected and qualified in such manner as may be provided by law. The s
enate in deliberating upon executive nominations may sit with closed doors, but in acting upon n ominations they shall sit with open doors, and the vote shall be taken by ayes and noes, which shal
l be entered upon the journal. SEC. 7. The governor shall have power to grant reprieves, commu tations, and pardons after conviction, for all offences except treason, and except in case of impeac
hment, subject to such regulations as may be prescribed by law relative to the manner of applyi ng for pardons, but he shall in every case, where he may exercise this power, send to the general a
ssembly, at its first session thereafter, a transcript of the petition, all proceedings, and the reaso ns for his action. SEC. 8. The governor may require information in writing from the officers of the ex
ecutive department upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices, which info rmation shall be given upon oath whenever so required; he may also require information in writing 
at any time, under oath, from all officers and managers of State institutions upon any subject rel ating to the condition, management, and expenses of their respective offices and institutions. The 
governor shall, at the commencement of each session, and from time to time, by message, give to the general assembly information of the condition of the State, and shall recommend such meas
ures as he shall deem expedient. He shall also send to the general assembly a statement, with v ouchers, of the expenditures of all moneys belonging to the State and paid out by him. He shall als
o, at the commencement of each session, present estimates of the amount of money re- quired t o be raised by taxation for all purposes of the State. SEC. 9. The governor may, on extraordinary oc
casions, convene the general assembly, by proclamation, stating therein the purpose for which it is assembled; but at such special session no business shall be transacted other than that specia
lly named in the proclamation. He may, by proclamation, convene the Senate in extraordinary se ssion for the transaction of executive business. SEC. 10. The governor, in case of a disagreement 
between the two houses as to the time of adjournment, may, upon the same being certified to hi m by the house last moving adjournment, adjourn the general assembly to a day not later than the 
first day of the next regular session. SEC. 11. Every bill passed by the general assembly shall, b efore it becomes a law, be presented to the governor. If he approve, he shall sign it, and thereupon
 it shall become a law; but if he do not approve, he shall return it, with his objections, to the hou se in which it originated, which house shall enter the objections at large upon its journal and proc
eed to reconsider the bill. If then two-thirds of the members elected agree to pass the same, it s hall be sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsi
dered, and if approved by two-thirds of the members elected to that house, it shall become a la w notwithstanding the objections of the governor. In all such cases the vote of each house shall b
e determined by ayes and noes, to be entered upon the journal. If any bill shall not be returned by the governor within ten days after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law i
n like manner as if he had signed it, unless the general assembly shall, by their adjournment, pr event its return, in which case it shall be filed, with his objections, in the office of the secretary of 
state within thirty days after such adjournment, or else become a law. SEC. 12. The governor sh all have power to disapprove of any item or items of any bill making appropriations of money, em
bracing distinct items, and part or parts of the bill approved shall be law, and the item or items disapproved shall be void, unless enacted in manner following: If the general assembly be in sess
ion, he shall transmit to the house in which the bill originated a copy of the item or items thereo f disapproved, together with his objections thereto and the items objected to shall be separately r
econsidered, and each item shall then take the same course as is prescribed for the passage o f bills over the executive veto. LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR SEC.13. In case of the death, impeachm
ent, or conviction of felony or infamous misdemeanor, failure to qualify, resignation, absence f rom the State, or other disability of the governor, the powers, duties, and emoluments of the offic
e, for the residue of the term, or until the disability be removed, shall devolve upon the lieutena nt-governor. SEC. 14. The lieutenant-governor shall be president of the senate, and shall vote onl
y when the senate is equally divided. In case of the absence, impeachment, or disqualification from any cause of the lieutenant-governor, or when he shall hold the office of governor, then the 
president pro tempore of the senate shall perform the duties of the lieutenant-governor until th e vacancy is filled or the disability removed. SEC. 15. In case of the failure to quality in his office, 
death, resignation, absence from the State, impeachment, conviction of felony, or infamous mi sdemeanor, or disqualification from any cause, of both the governor and lieutenant-governor, the
 duties of the governor shall devolve on the president of the senate pro tempore, until such dis qualification of either the governor or lieutenant-governor be removed, or the vacancy be filled; a
nd if the president of the senate, for any of the above-named causes, shall become incapable o f performing the duties of governor, the same shall devolve upon the speaker of the house. SEC. 
16. An account shall be kept by the officers of the executive department and of all public instit utions of the State of all moneys received by them severally from all sources, and for every servi
ce performed, and of all moneys disbursed by them severally, and a semi-annual report thereo f shall be made to the governor, under oath. SEC. 17. The officers of the executive department, a
nd of all public institutions of the State, shall, at least twenty days preceding each regular sess ion of the general assembly, make full and complete report of their actions to the governor, who 
shall transmit the same to the general assembly. SEC. 18. There shall be a seal of the State, wh ich shall be kept by the secretary of state, and shall be called the "Great Seal of the State of Col
orado." The seal of the Territory of Colorado, as now used, shall be the seal of the State until o therwise provided by law. SEC. 19. The officers named in section one of this article shall receive
 for their services a salary to be established by law, which shall not be increased or diminishe d during their official terms. It shall be the duty of all such officers to collect in advance all fees 
prescribed by law for services rendered by them severally, and pay the same into the State tre asury. SEC. 20 . The superintendent of public instruction shall be ex officio State librarian. SEC. 
21. Neither the State treasurer nor State auditor shall be eligible for re-election as his own imm ediate successor. ARTICLE V LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT SECTION 1. The legislative power sh
all be vested in the general assembly, which shall consist of a senate and a house of represen tatives, both to be elected by the people. SEC. 2. An election for members of the general assem
bly shall be held on the first Tuesday in October, in the years of our Lord 1876 and 1878, and i n each alternate year thereafter, on such day, at such places in each county as now are, or here
after may be, provided by law. The first election for members of the general assembly under th e State organization shall be conducted in the manner prescribed by the laws of Colorado Territ
ory regulating elections for members of the legislative assembly thereof. When vacancies occ ur in either house the governor, or person exercising the powers of governor, shall issue writs 
of election to fill such vacancies. SEC. 3. Senators shall be elected for the term of four years, except. as hereinafter provided, and representatives for the term of two years. SEC. 4. No perso
n shall be a representative or senator who shall not have attained the age of twenty-five years , who shall not be a citizen of the United States, who shall not for at least twelve months next pr
eceding his election have resided within the Territory included in the limits of the county or di strict in which he shall be chosen: Provided, That any person who at the time of the adoption o
f this constitution was a qualified elector under the territorial laws, shall be eligible to the first  general assembly. SEC. 5. The senators, at their first session, shall be divided into two classe
s. Those elected in districts designated by even numbers shall constitute one class; those ele cted in districts designated by odd numbers shall constitute the other class, except that senato
rs elected in each of the districts having more than one senator shall be equally divided betw een the two classes. The senators of one class shall hold for two years; those of the other clas
s shall hold for four years; to be decided by lot between the two classes, so that one-half of th e senators, as near as practicable, may be biennially chosen forever thereafter. SEC. 6. Each m
ember of the first general assembly, as a compensation for his services, shall receive four do llars for each day's attendance, and fifteen cents for each mile necessarily travelled in going to
 and returning from the seat of government; and shall receive no other compensation, perqui site, or allowance whatsoever. No session of the general assembly, after the first, shall exceed 
forty days. After the first session the compensation of the members of the general assembly shall be as provided by law: Provided, That no general assembly shall fix its own compensatio
n. SEC. 7. The general assembly shall meet at 12 o'clock, noon, on the first Wednesday in No vember, A. D. 1876; and at 12 o'clock, noon, on the first Wednesday in January, A. D. 1879, and
 at 12 o'clock, noon, on the first Wednesday in January of each alternate year forever thereaft er, and at other times when convened by the governor. The term of service of the members the
reof shall begin on the first Wednesday of November next after their election, until otherwise provided by law. SEC. 8. No senator or representative shall, during the time for which he shall 
have been elected, be appointed to any civil office under this State; and no member of Congr ess, or other person holding any office (except of attorney at law, notary public, or in the militi
a,) under the United States, or this State, shall be a member of either house during his contin uance in office. SEC. 9. No member of either house shall, during the term for which he may ha
ve been elected, receive any increase of salary or mileage, under any law passed during such  term. SEC. 10. The senate shall, at the beginning and close of each regular session, and at su
ch other times as may be necessary, elect one of its members president pro tempore. The ho use of representatives shall elect one of its members as speaker. Each house shall choose its 
other officers, and shall judge of the election and qualification of its members. SEC. 11. A ma jority of each bouse shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to
 day, and compel the attendance of absent members. SEC. 12. Each house shall have power to determine the rules of its proceedings, and punish its members or other persons for conte
mpt or disorderly behavior in its presence; to enforce obedience to its process; to protect its  members against violence, or offers of bribes, or private solicitation, and, with the concurren
ce of two-thirds, to expel a member, but not a second time for the same cause, and shall hav e all other powers necessary for the legislature of a free State. A member, expelled for corrupt
ion, shall not thereafter be eligible to either house of the same general assembly, and punish ment for contempt or disorderly behavior shall not bar an indictment for the same offence. SE
C. 13. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and may in its discretion, from tim e to time, publish the same, except such parts as require secrecy, and the ayes and noes on a
ny question shall, at the desire of any two members, be entered on the journal. SEC. 14. The  sessions of each house, and of the committees of the whole, shall be open, unless when the 
business is such as ought to be kept secret. SEC. 15. Neither house shall, without the conse nt of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the
 two houses shall be sitting. SEC. 16. The members of the general assembly shall, in all case s except treason, felony, violation of their oath of office, and breach or surety of the peace, b
e privileged from arrest during their attendance at the sessions of their respective houses, a nd in going to and returning from the same; and for any speech or debate in either house the
y shall not be questioned in any other place. SEC. 17. No law shall be passed except by bill, and no bill shall be so altered or amended on its passage through either house as to change i
ts original purpose. SEC. 18. The style of the laws of this State shall be: "Be it enacted by th e general assembly of the State of Colorado." SEC. 19. No act of the general assembly shall t
ake effect until ninety days after its passage, unless in case of emergency, (which shall be e xpressed in the preamble or body of the act,) the general assembly shall, by a vote of two-thi
rds of all the members elected to each house, otherwise direct. No bill except the general ap propriation for the expenses of the government only, introduced in either house of the gener
al assembly after the first twenty-five days of the session shall become a law. SEC. 20. No b ill shall be considered or become a law unless referred to a committee, returned therefrom, a
nd printed for the use of the members. SEC. 21. No bill, except general appropriation bills, s hall be passed containing more than one subject, which shall be clearly expressed in its title
; but if any subject shall be embraced in any act which shall not be expressed in the title, su ch act shall be void only as to so much thereof as shall not be so expressed. SEC. 22. Every 
bill shall be read at length, on three different days, in each house; all substantial amendmen ts made thereto shall be printed for the use of the members, before the final vote is taken on
 the bill; and no bill shall become a law except by vote of a majority of all the members elect ed to each house, nor unless on its final passage the vote be taken by ayes and noes, and th
e names of those voting be entered on the journal. SEC. 23. No amendment to any bill by on e house shall be concurred in by the other, nor shall the report of any committee of conferen
ce be adopted in either house, except by a vote of a majority of the members elected theret o, taken by ayes and noes, and the names of those voting recorded upon the journal thereof.
 SEC. 24. No law shall be revived, or amended, or the provisions thereof extended or confer red by reference to its title only, but so much thereof as is revived, amended, extended, or confer
red shall be re-enacted and published at length. SEC. 25. The general assembly shall not pass local or special laws in any of the followi ng enumerated cases, that is to say: For granting divorces; laying out, opening, altering, or working roads or highways; vacating roads, town-plats, streets, alleys, an
d public grounds; locating or changing county-seats; regulating county or township affairs; regulating the practice in courts of justice; regulating the jurisdiction and duties of justices of the peace, police magistrates and constables; changing the rules of evidence in any trial or inquiry; providing for changes of venue in civil on criminal cases; declaring any person of age; for limitation of civil actions or giving effect to informal or invalid deeds; summoning or impa
nelling grand or petit juries; providing for the management of common school; regulating the rate of interest on money; the opening or conducting of ant election, or designating the place of voting; the sale or mortgage of real estate belonging to minors or others under disability; the protection of game or fish; chartering or licensing ferries or toll-bridges; remitting fines, penalties, or forfeitures; creating, increasing, or decreasing fees, percentage, or allowances of
 public officers; changing the law of descent; granting to any corporation, association, or individual the right to lay down railroad-tracks; granting to any corporation, association, or individual any special or exclusive privileges, immunity, or franchise whatever. In all other cases, where a general law can be made applicable, no special law shall be enacted. SEC. 26. The presiding officer of each house shall, in the presence of the house over which he presides, sign 
all bills and joint resolutions passed by the general assembly, after their titles shall have been publicly read, immediately before signing; and the fact of signing shall be entered on the journal. SEC. 27. The general assembly shall prescribe by law the number, duties, and compensation of the officers and employees of each house; and no payment shall be made from the State treasury, or be in any way authorized to any person, except to an acting officer or employ
ee elected or appointed in pursuance of law. SEC. 28. No bill shall be passed giving any extra compensation to any public officer, servant or employee, agent or contractor, after services shall have been rendered or contract made, nor providing for the payment of any claim made against the State without previous authority of law. SEC. 29. All stationery, printing, paper, and fuel used in the legislative and other departments of government, shall be furnished; and th
e printing and binding and distributing of the laws, journals, department reports, and other printing and binding; and the repairing and furnishing the halls and rooms used for the meeting of the general assembly and its committees, shall be performed under contract, to be given to the lowest responsible bidder, below such maximum price and under such regulations as may be prescribed by law. No member or officer of any department of the government shall be 
in any way interested in any such contract; and all such contracts shall be subject to the approval of the governor and State treasurer. SEC. 30. Except as otherwise provided in this constitution, no law shall extend the term of any public officer, or increase or diminish his salary or emoluments after his election or appointment: Provided, This shall not be construed to forbid the general assembly to fix the salary or emoluments of those first elected or appointed und
er this constitution. SEC. 31. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the house of representatives; but the senate may propose amendments, as in case of other bills. SEC. 32. The general appropriation bill shall embrace nothing but appropriations for the ordinary expenses of the executive, legislative, and judicial departments of the State, interest on the public debt, and for public schools. All other appropriations shall be made by separate bills, each embraci
ng but one subject. SEC. 33. No money shall be paid out of the treasury except upon appropriations made by law, and on warrant drawn by the proper officer in pursuance thereof. SEC. 34. No appropriation shall be made for charitable, industrial, educational, or benevolent purposes to any person, corporation, or community not under the absolute control of the State, nor to any denominational or sectarian institution or association.\ SEC. 35. The general assembly 
shall not delegate to any special commission, private corporation, or association any power to make, supervise, or interfere with any municipal improvement, money, property, or effects, whether held in trust or otherwise, or to levy taxes, or to perform any municipal function whatever. SEC. 36. No act of the general assembly shall authorize the investment of trust-funds by executors, administrators, guardians, or other trustees in the bonds or stock of any private c
orporation. SEC. 37. The power to change the venue in civil and criminal cases shall be vested in the courts, to be exercised in such a manner as shall be provided by law. SEC. 38. No obligation or liability of any person, association, or corporation, held or owned by the State, or any municipal corporation therein, shall ever be exchanged, transferred, remitted, released, or postponed, or in any way diminished by the general assembly, nor shall such liability or oblig
ation be extinguished except by payment thereof into the proper treasury. SEC. 39. Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concurrence of both houses may be necessary, except on the question of adjournment, or relating solely to the transaction of business of the two houses, shall be presented to the governor, and before it shall take effect, be approved by him, or being disapproved, shall be repassed by two-thirds of both houses, according to the rules an
d limitations prescribed in case of a bill. SEC. 40. If any person elected to either house of the general assembly shall offer or promise to give his vote or influence in favor of or against any measure or proposition, pending or proposed to be introduced into the general assembly, in consideration or upon condition that any other person elected to the same general assembly will give or will promise or assent to give his vote or influence in favor of or against any other
 measure or proposition, pending or proposed to be introduced in such general assembly, the person making such offer or promise shall be deemed guilty of solicitation and bribery. If any member of the general assembly shall give his vote or influence for or against any measure or proposition pending in such general assembly, or offer, promise, or assent so to do, upon condition that any other member will give or will promise or assent to give his vote or influen
ce in favor of or against any other measure or proposition pending or proposed to be introduced in such general assembly, or in consideration that any other member hath given his vote or influence for or against any other measure or proposition in such general assembly, he shall be deemed guilty of bribery; and any member of the general assembly, or person elected thereto, who shall be guilty of either of such offences shall be expelled, and shall not be therea
fter eligible to the same general assembly; and, on the conviction thereof in the civil courts, shall be liable to such further penalty as may be prescribed by law. SEC. 41. Any person who shall, directly or indirectly, offer, give, or promise any money or thing of value, testimonial, privilege, or personal advantage to any executive or judicial officer or member of the general assembly to influence him in the performance of any of his public or official duties, shall be dee
med guilty of bribery, and be punished in such manner as shall be provided by law. SEC. 42. The offence of corrupt solicitation of members of the general assembly, or of public officers of the State, or of any municipal division thereof, and any occupation or practice of solicitation of such members or officers to influence their official action, shall be defined by law, and shall be punished by fine and imprisonment. SEC. 43. A member who has a personal or private i
nterest in any measure or bill proposed or pending before the general assembly, shall disclose the fact to the house of which he is a member, and shall not vote thereon. CONGRESSIONAL AND LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT SEC. 44. One Representative in the Congress of the United States shall be elected from the State at large at the first election under this constitution, and thereafter at such times and places and in such manner as may be prescribed by law. 
When a new apportionment shall be made by Congress, the general assembly shall divide the State into congressional districts accordingly. SEC. 45. The general assembly shall provide by law for an enumeration of the inhabitants of the State in the year of our Lord 1885, and every tenth year thereafter; and at the session next following such enumeration, and also at the session next following an enumeration made by the authority of the United States, shall revise 
and adjust the apportionment for senators and representatives on the basis of such enumeration, according to ratios to be fixed by law. SEC. 46. The senate shall consist of twenty-six, and the house of representatives of forty-nine members, which number shall not be increased until the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety, after which time the general assembly may increase the number of senators and representatives, preserving, as near as 
may be, the present proportion as to the number in each house: Provided, That the aggregate number of senators and representatives shall never exceed one hundred. SEC. 47. Senatorial and representative districts may be altered from time to time, as public convenience may require. When a senatorial or representative district shall be composed of two or more counties, they shall be contiguous, and the district as compact as may be. No county shall be divided i
n the formation of a senatorial or representative district. SEC. 48. Until the State shall be divided into senatorial districts, in accordance with the provisions of this article, said districts shall be constituted and numbered as follows: The county of Weld shall constitute the first district, and be entitled to one senator. The county of Larimer shall constitute the second district, and be entitled to one senator. The county of Boulder shall constitute the third district, and be 
entitled to two senators. The county of Gilpin shall constitute the fourth district, and be entitled to one senator. The counties of Gilpin, Summit, and Grand shall constitute the fifth district, and be entitled to one senator. The county of Clear Creek shall constitute the sixth district, and be entitled to two senators. The county of Jefferson shall constitute the seventh district, and be entitled to one senator. The county of Arapahoe shall constitute the eighth district, and 


