
CONFUCIAN ANALECTS. BOOK I. HSIO R. CHAPTER I. 1. The Master said, 'Is it not pleasant to learn with a constant perseverance and application? 2. 'Is it not delightful to have friends coming from distant quarters?' 3. 'Is he not a man of complete virtue, who feels no discomposure though men may take n
o note of him?' CHAP. II. 1. The philosopher Yu said, 'They are few who, being filial and fraternal, are fond of offending against their superiors. There have been none, who, not liking to offend against their superiors, have been fond of stirring up confusion. 2. 'The superior man bends his attention to what is 
radical. That being established, all practical courses naturally grow up. Filial piety and fraternal submission!-- are they not the root of all benevolent actions?' CHAP. III. The Master said, 'Fine words and an insinuating appearance are seldom associated with true virtue.' CHAP. IV. The philosopher Tsang said
, 'I daily examine myself on three points:-- whether, in transacting business for others, I may have been not faithful;-- whether, in intercourse with friends, I may have been not sincere;-- whether I may have not mastered and practised the instructions of my teacher.' CHAP. V. The Master said, To rule a countr
y of a thousand chariots, there must be reverent attention to business, and sincerity; economy in expenditure, and love for men; and the employment of the people at the proper seasons.' CHAP. VI. The Master said, 'A youth, when at home, should be filial, and, abroad, respectful to his elders. He should be 
earnest and truthful. He should overflow in love to all, and cultivate the friendship of the good. When he has time and opportunity, after the performance of these things, he should employ them in polite studies.' CHAP. VII. Tsze-hsia said, 'If a man withdraws his mind from the love of beauty, and applies it as
 sincerely to the love of the virtuous; if, in serving his parents, he can exert his utmost strength; if, in serving his prince, he can devote his life; if, in his intercourse with his friends, his words are sincere:-- although men say that he has not learned, I will certainly say that he has.' CHAP. VIII. 1. The Master sai
d, 'If the scholar be not grave, he will not call forth any veneration, and his learning will not be solid. 2. 'Hold faithfulness and sincerity as first principles. 3. 'Have no friends not equal to yourself. 4. 'When you have faults, do not fear to abandon them.' CHAP. IX. The philosopher Tsang said, 'Let there be a car
eful attention to perform the funeral rites to parents, and let them be followed when long gone with the ceremonies of sacrifice;-- then the virtue of the people will resume its proper excellence.' CHAP. X. 1. Tsze-ch'in asked Tsze-kung, saying, 'When our master comes to any country, he does not fail to learn 
all about its government. Does he ask his information? or is it given to him?' 2. Tsze-kung said, 'Our master is benign, upright, courteous, temperate, and complaisant, and thus he gets his information. The master's mode of asking information!-- is it not different from that of other men?' CHAP. XI. The Maste
r said, 'While a man's father is alive, look at the bent of his will; when his father is dead, look at his conduct. If for three years he does not alter from the way of his father, he may be called filial.' CHAP. XII. 1. The philosopher Yu said, 'In practising the rules of propriety, a natural ease is to be prized. In the wa
ys prescribed by the ancient kings , this is the excellent quality, and in things small and great we follow them. 2. 'Yet it is not to be observed in all cases. If one, knowing how such ease should be prized, manifests it, without regulating it by the rules of propriety, this likewise is not to be
 done.' CHAP. XIII. The philo sopher Yu said, 'When agreements are made according to what is right, what is spoken can be made good. When respect is shown according to what is proper, one keeps far from shame and disgrace. When the parties upon whom a man leans are prop
er persons to be intim ate with, he can make t hem his guides and masters.' CH AP. XIV. The Master said, 'He who aims to be a man of complete virtue in his food does not seek to gratify his appetite, nor in his dwelling place does he seek the appliances of ea
se; he is earnes t in what he is doing, and careful in h is speec h; he frequents the company of men of principle that he may be rectified:-- such a person may be said indeed to love to learn.' CHAP. XV. 1. Tsze-kung said, 'What do you prono

unce concerni ng the poor man who  yet does not flatter, a nd the rich man who is not proud?' The Master replied, 'They will do; but they are not equal to him, who, though poor, is yet cheerful, and to him, who, though rich, loves the rule
s of propriety.' 2. T sze-kung replied, 'It is said in the Book of Poetry, "As you cut  and then file, as you carve and then polish."-- The meaning is the same, I apprehend, as that which you have just expressed.' 3. The Master said, 'With one like Ts'ze, I can begin 

to talk about the odes. I tol d him one point, and he knew its proper sequence.' CHAP. X VI. The Master said, 'I will not be afflicted at men's not knowing me; I will be afflicted that I do not know men.' BOOK II. WEI CHANG. CHAP. I. The Master said, 'He who exercises gov
ernment by means of  his virtue may be compared to the n orth polar star, which kee ps its place and all the stars turn towards it.' CHAP. II. The Master said, 'In the Book of Poetry are three hundred pieces, but the design of them all may be embraced in one sentence-- "
Having no dep raved thoughts."' CHAP. III. 1. The Mast er said, 'If the people be led by laws, and uniformity sought to be given them by punishments, they will try to avoid the punishment, but have no sense of shame. 2. 'If they be led by virtue, and uniformity soug

ht to be given them by the rules of prop riety, they will have the sense  of shame, and moreover will become good.' CHAP. IV. 1. The Master said, 'At fifteen, I had my mind bent on learning. 2. 'At thirty, I stood firm. 3. 'At forty, I had no doubts. 4. 'At fifty, I knew th
e decrees of Heaven. 5. 'At sixty, my ear was an obedient organ for  the reception of truth. 6. 'At seventy, I could follow what my heart desired, without transgressing what was right.' CHAP. V. 1. Mang I asked what filial piety was. The Master said, 'It is not being dis

obedient.' 2. Soon after, as Fa n Ch'ih was d riving him, t he Master told him, saying, 'Mang-sun asked me what filial piety was, and I answered him,-- "not being disobedient."' 3. Fan Ch'ih said, 'What did you mean?' The Maste r replied, 'That parents, whe
n alive, be served ac cording to propriety ; that, when dead, they should be buried according to propriety; and that they should be sacrificed to according to propriety.' CHAP. VI. Mang Wu asked what filial pie ty wa s. The Master said, 'Paren

ts are anxi ous lest  their children should be sick.' CHAP. VII. Tsze-yu asked what filial piety was. The Master said, 'The filial piety of now-a-days means the support of one's parents. But dogs and horses l ikewis e are able
 to do som ething i n the way of support;-- without reverence, what is there to distinguish the one support given from the other?' CHAP. VIII. Tsze-hsia asked what filial piety was. The M aster said, 'The difficult

y is with the countenance. I f, when their  elders have any troublesome affairs, the young take the toil of them, and if, when the young have wine and food, they set them before their elders, is THIS to be consider
ed filial piety?' CHAP. IX.  The Master s aid, 'I ha ve talked with Hui for a whole day, and he has not made any objection to anything I said;-- as if he were stupid. He has retired, and I have examined his conduc

t when away fr om me, and fo und him able to illustrate my teachings. Hui!-- He is not stupid.' CHAP. X. 1. The Master said, 'See what a man does. 2. 'Mark his motives. 3. 'Examine in what things h e res
ts. 4. 'How c an a man conce al his cha racter? 5. How can a man conceal his character?' CHAP. XI. The Master said, 'If a man keeps cherishing his old knowledge, so as continually to be acquiri ng new,  he may 

be  a teacher of others.' CHAP . XII. The M aster said, 'The accomplished scholar is not a utensil.' CHAP. XIII. Tsze-kung asked what constituted the superior man. The Master said, 'He acts before he s peak s, and afterw
a rds spea ks according to his actions.' CHAP. XIV. The Master said, 'The superior man is catholic and no partisan. The mean man is partisan and not catholic.' CHAP. XV. The Master said, 'Le ar ning with o ut  thoug ht i

s labou r lost; though t without learn ing is perilous.' CHAP. XVI. The Master said, 'The study of strange doctrines is injurious indeed!' CHAP. XVII. The Master said, 'Yu, shall I teach you wh at kn owledge is? Wh
en you  know a thin g, to hold that yo u know it; and when you do not know a thing, to allow that you do not know it;-- this is knowledge.' CHAP. XVII. 1. Tsze-chang was learning with a view t o official emolu

ment. 2. The Mast er said, 'Hear much a nd put aside the points of which you stand in doubt, while you speak cautiously at the same time of the others:-- then you will afford few occasions for blame. See much 
and put aside th e things which seem  perilous, while you are cautious at the same time in carrying the others into practice:-- then you will have few occasions for repentance. When one gives few occas ions  for b
lam e in his wo rds, and few occ asions for repentance in his conduct, he is in the way to get emolument.' CHAP. XIX. The Duke Ai asked, saying, 'What should be done in order to secure the submissi on of t he peo
p le?' Confu cius replied, 'Advance the upright and set aside the crooked, then the people will submit. Advance the crooked and set aside the upright, then the people will not submit.' CHAP. XX. Chi K'ang as ked h ow 

to cause th e people to  reverence their ruler, to be faithful to him, and to go on to nerve themselves to virtue. The Master said, 'Let him preside over them with gravity;-- then they will reverence him. Let him be filial and  kind t o al
l;-- then they  will be fa ithful to him. Let him advance the good and teach the incompetent;-- then they will eagerly seek to be virtuous.' CHAP. XXI. 1. Some one addressed Confucius, saying, 'Sir, why are you not engaged  in the gove rnme nt?' 2. Th

e Master said, ' What doe s the Shu-ching say of filial piety?-- "You are filial, you discharge your brotherly duties. These qualities are displayed in government." This then also constitutes the exercise of government. Why must ther e be THAT-- ma king o ne be in  th
e governmen t?' CHAP . XXII. The Master said, 'I do not know how a man without truthfulness is to get on. How can a large carriage be made to go without the cross-bar for yoking the oxen to, or a small carriage without the arrangement fo r yoking the  horses?'  CHAP. X XIII
. 1. Tsze-ch ang asked  whether the affairs of ten ages after could be known. 2. Confucius said, 'The Yin dynasty followed the regulations of the Hsia: wherein it took from or added to them may be known. The Chau dynasty has followed the regulations of Yin: where in it took from or 

added to t hem may be known. Some other may follow the Chau, but though it should be at the distance of a hundred ages, its affairs may be known.' CHAP. XXIV. 1. The Master said, 'For a man to sacrifice to a spirit which does no t b elong to him  is flattery. 2. 'To s
ee what is r ight and not to do it is want of courage.' BOOK III. PA YIH. CHAP. I. Confucius said of the head of the Chi family, who had eight rows of pantomimes in his area,  'If he can bear t o do this, what may he not bear to  do?' CHAP. II. The three familie

s used the YU NG ode, while the vessels were being removed, at the conclusion of the sacrifice. The Master said, '"Assisting are the princes;-- the son of heaven loo k s p rofound and grave:"-- what applicatio n can these words have in the h
all of the three families ?' CHAP. III. The Master said, 'If a man be without the virtues proper to humanity, what has he to do with the rites of propriety? If a man be with out the virtues proper to huma nity, what has he to do with mu
sic?' CHAP. IV. 1. Lin Fang asked what was the first thing to be attended to in ceremonies. 2. The Master said, 'A great question indeed! 3. 'In festive ceremonies,  it is be tter t o be sparing than extravagant. 
In the ceremonies o f mourning, it is better that there be deep sorrow than a minute attention to observances.' CHAP. V. The Master said, 'The rude tribes of th e east and north have their prin
ces, and are no t like the States of our great land which are without them.' CHAP. VI. The chief of the Chi family was about to sacrifice to the T'ai mountai n.  The Master said to Zan 

Yu, 'Can you not save him from this?' He answered, 'I cannot.' Confucius said, 'Alas! will you say that the T'ai mountain is not so discerni ng as L in Fang?' CHAP. VII
. The Master said, 'The student of virtue has no contentions. If it be said he cannot avoid them, shall this be in archery? But he bows compla isantly to his co mpetit

ors; thus he ascends the hall, descends, and exacts the forfeit of drinking. In his contention, he is still the Chun-tsze.' CHAP. VIII. 1. Tsze-hsia asked, sa ying,  'W hat is  th e me
aning of the passage-- "The pretty dimples of her artful smile! The well- defined black and white of her eye! The plain ground for the colours?"' 2. The Master said, ' The  busi ness o
f laying on the colours follows (the preparation of) the plain ground.' 3. 'Ceremonies then are a subsequent thing?' The Master said, 'It is Shang who can bring out my me
aning. Now I can begin to talk about the odes with him.' CHAP. IX. The Master said, 'I could describe the ceremonies of the Hsia dynasty, but Chi cannot sufficiently attes t m y 
words. I could describe the ceremonies of the Yin dynasty, but Sung cannot sufficiently attest my words. (They cannot do so) because of the insufficiency of their recor ds a nd wi
se men. If those were sufficient, I could adduce them in support of my words.' CHAP. X. The Master said, 'At the great sacrifice, after the pouring out of the libation, I ha ve no wish  to  l
ook on.' CHAP. XI. Some one asked the meaning of the great sacrifice. The Master said, 'I do not know. He who knew its meaning would find it as easy to govern the ki ngdom as to look  on  this;-- p
ointing to his palm. CHAP. XII. 1. He sacrificed to the dead, as if they were present. He sacrificed to the spirits, as if the spirits were present. 2. The Master said, 'I con sider my not b eing p resen t at the s
acrifice, as if I did not sacrifice.' CHAP. XIII. 1. Wang-sun Chia asked, saying, 'What is the meaning of the saying, "It is better to pay court to the furnace than to the south-west corner?"' 2. The Master sai d, 'Not s o. He wh
o offends against Heaven has none to whom he can pray.' CHAP. XIV. The Master said, 'Chau had the advantage of viewing the two past dynasties. How complete and elegant are its reg ulations! I follow  Chau.' CH AP.

 XV. The Master, when he entered  the grand temple, asked about everything. Some one said, 'Who will say that the son of the man of Tsau knows the rules of propriety! He has entered  the grand temple  and asks
 ab out everything.' The Mast er heard the remark, and said, 'This is a rule of propriety.' CHAP. XVI. The Master said, 'In archery it is not going through the leather which is the principal thing;-- becaus e people 's stre
ngth  is not equal. This w as the old way.' CHAP. XVII. 1. Tsze-kung wished to do away with the offering of a sheep connected with the inauguration of the first day of each month. 2. The Master said,  'Ts'ze, y
ou lo ve the sheep; I lov e the ceremony.' CHAP. XVII. The Master said, 'The full observance of the rules of propriety in serving one's prince is accounted by people to be flattery.' CHAP. XIX. The Duke Ti ng ask
ed h ow a prince s hould employ  his ministers, and how ministers should serve their prince. Confucius replied, 'A prince should employ his minister according to according to the rules of proprie ty; 
mini sters sh ould serve their prince with faithfulness.' CHAP. XX. The Master said, 'The Kwan Tsu is expressive of enjoyment without being licentious, and of grief without being h urtfu ll
y ex ce ssive.' CHAP. XXI. 1. The Duke Ai asked Tsai Wo about the altars of the spirits of the land. Tsai Wo replied, 'The Hsia sovereign planted the pine tree about them; the men of t h e Yin p
lante d the cypress; and the men of the Chau planted the chestnut tree, meaning thereby to cause the people to be in awe.' 2. When the Master heard it, he said, 'Things that are done, it i s n ee dless to
 speak about; thi ngs that have had their course, it is needless to remonstrate about; things that are past, it is needless to blame.' CHAP. XXII. 1. The Master said, 'Small inde ed w as th e c apacity of
 Kwa n Chung!' 2. Some one said, 'Was Kwan Chung parsimonious?' 'Kwan,' was the reply, 'had the San Kwei, and his officers performed no double duties; how can he be cons idered  p arsimonio u s ?'  3 . 'Then, did 
Kwan Chung know the rules of pr opriety?' The Master said, 'The princes of States have a screen intercepting the view at their gates. Kwan had likewise a screen at his gate. The princes of States on  any fr iendly meetin g b et w een  two of the
m, had a  stand on which to place their inverte d cups. Kwan had also such a stand. If Kwan knew the rules of propriety, who does not know them?' CHAP. XXXII. The Master instructing the grand music-master of  Lu said, 'How to pl a y m usic m ay be known.
 At the c omm encement of the piece, all the parts sho uld sound together. As it proceeds, they should be in harmony while severally distinct and flowing without break, and thus on to the conclusion.' CHAP. XXIV. The border warden  a t Yi r equested to be introduce
d to the Master, s aying, 'When men of superior virtue ha ve come to this, I have never been denied the privilege of seeing t hem.' The followers of the sage introduced him, and when he came out from the interv iew, he said, 'My frien ds, why are you distressed by
 your master's loss of office? The kingdom has long be en without the principles of truth and right; Heaven is going to  use your master as a bell with its wooden tongue.' CHAP. XXV. The  M aster s aid o f the Shao that it was perfectl
y beautiful and also p erfectly good. He said of the Wu  that it was perfectly beautiful but not perfectly good. CHA P. XXVI. The Master said, 'High station filled without indulgent gen e rosity ; cer emonies performed without re
verence; mourning con ducted without sorrow;-- w her ewith should I contemplate such ways?' BOOK IV. LE JIN. CH AP. I. The Master said, 'It is virtuous manners which consti tute the excellen ce o f a neighborhood. If a man in s
electing a residence, do no t fix on one where such preva il, h o w can he be wise?' CHAP. II. The Master said, 'Those who are with out virtue cannot abide long either in a condition of povert y and hardship, or in a  condition of enjoyment. The 
virtuous rest in virtue; the wise desire virtue.' CHAP. III. The Master said, 'It is only the (truly) virtuous man, who can love, or who can h ate, others.' CHAP. IV. The Master said, 'If th e will be set o n vi rtue, there will be no practice 
of wickedness.' CHAP. V. 1. The Master said, 'Riches and hon ours are what me n desire. If it cannot be obtained in the  proper way, they sh ould not be held. Pov erty and meannes s are wh at men dislike . If it cannot be avoided in the p
roper way, they should not be avoided. 2. 'If a superior man abandon virtue, how  can he fulfil the requirements of  that name? 3. ' The superior ma n does not, even fo r t he space of a sin gle meal, act contrary to virt
ue. In moments of haste, he cleaves to it. In seasons of danger, he cleaves to it.' CH AP. VI. 1. The Master said, 'I hav e not seen a pers on who loved virt ue, or one w ho hated  w hat was not virt uou s. He who loved virtue, wou
ld esteem nothing above it. He  who hated what is not virtuous, would practise virtue in such a way that he would not a llow anything tha t is not virtuous t o approach his pers on. 2 . 'Is any one able f or o ne day to apply his strengt
h to virtue? I have not seen the case in which his strength would be insufficient. 3. 'Should there possibly be any s uch case, I have  n ot seen it.' CHAP . VII. The M aster sai d , 'The faults of men are charac teri stic of the class to which 
they belong. By observing a man' s faults, it may be known that he is virtuous.' CHAP. VIII. The Master said, 'If  a ma n in the m orn ing he ar the  right way, he may die in the e v eni ng without regret.' CHAP
. IX. The Master said, 'A scholar, wh ose mind is se t on truth, and who is ashamed of bad clothes and bad food, i s not fit to  be disc oursed  w ith.' CHAP. X . The Master said, 'T h e s uperior man, in the worl
d, does not set his mind either for anyt hing, or against anything; what is right he will follow.' C HAP. XI. The Master said, 'T he su peri or man thin ks of virtue;  th e small man thinks of co
mfort. The superior man thinks of the sa nctions of law; the small man thinks of favours  which he may re ceive.' CHAP.  XII. The Ma ster said: 'He wh o ac ts with a c o nstant view to his own
 advantage will be much murmured  against.' CHAP. XIII. The Master said, 'If a  prince is able to gov ern his kingd om with t he co mpl aisa n ce proper to the rules of
 propriety, what difficulty will he  have? If he cannot govern it with that complaisance , what has he to do wi th the rules of proprie ty?' C HAP. XIV.  The Master said, 'A man sh ould say, I am not c
oncerned that I have no place,  I am concerned how I may fit myself for one. I am not con cerned that I am not kn own, I seek  to be worth y to be known.' CHAP. XV. 1. The Master s aid , ' Shan, my doctrine
 is that of an all-pervading u nity.' T he disciple Tsang replied, 'Yes.' 2. The Master went out,  and the other  disciples ask ed, saying , 'What do his words mean?' Tsang said, 'The doctrine of our mas t er i s to be true to t
he principles of our nature  and the benevolent exercise of them to others,-- this and nothing more.' CHAP. XVI. The Master said, 'Th e mind of the superior man is conversant with righteousness; the mind of the m ea n  man is conv
ersant with gain.' CHAP. XVII. The Master said, 'When w e see men of worth, we should think of equalling them; when we see men  of a contrary character, we should turn inwards and examine ourselves.' CHAP.  X V III. The Ma
ster said, 'In serving his parents, a son may remonstrate wit h them, but gen tly; when he sees that they  do not incline to follow his a dvice, he shows an increa sed degree of reverence, but does not abandon his  p ur pose; an
d should they punish him, he does not allow himself to murm ur.' CHAP. XI X. The Master said, 'W hile his par ent s ar e alive, the son may not go abroa d to a distance. If he does go abroad, he must have a  fix ed  plac
e to which he goes.' CHAP. XX. The Master said, 'If the son for three years does n ot alter from the  way of his fa ther, he may  be called filial .' CHAP. XXI. The Master said, 'The years of parents ma y by n o 
means not be kept in the memory, as an occasion at once for joy and for fear.' CHAP.  XXII. The Mast er sa id, 'The reaso n wh y the ancients did not readily give utterance to their words, was th at 
they feared lest their actions should not come up to them.' CHAP. XXIII. The Master sai d, 'The c autious seldom err.' CHAP. XXIV. The Master said, 'The superior man w ishes  to 
be slow in his speech and earnest in his conduct.' CHAP. XXV. The Master said, 'Virtue i s n ot l eft to stand alone. He who practises it will have neighbors.' CHAP.  XXV I. Ts
ze-yu said, 'In serving a prince, frequent remonstrances lead to disgrace. Between friends, fre qu ent reproofs make the friendship distant.' BOOK V. KUNG-YE CH'ANG. CHAP . I. 1 . The 
Master said of Kung-ye Ch'ang that he might be wived; although he was put in bonds, he had not bee n guilty of any crime. Accordingly, he gave him his own daughter to wife. 2. Of Na n Y ung he
 said that if the country were well governed he would not be out of office, and if it were ill-governed, he w ould  es ca p e p un is hm ent a nd disgrace. He gave him the daughter of his own elder brother to wife. CHAP. II. The  M aster
 said of Tsze-chien, 'Of superior virtue indeed is such a man! If there were not virtuous men in Lu, ho w could this man ha ve ac quir ed t his c hara cter?' CHAP. III. Ts ze-kung asked, 'What do you say of me, Ts'ze? The Master said, 'You are a utensil .' ' Wha
t utensil?' 'A gemmed sacrificial utensil.' CHAP. IV. 1. Some one said, 'Yung is truly virtuous, but h e is not ready with his tongue.' 2. The Master said, 'What is the good of being ready with the tongue? They who encounter men with smartnesses of speech for the m os t part procur
e themselves hatred. I know not whether he be truly virtuous, but why should he show readines s of the tongue?' CHAP. V. The Master w as wishing Ch'i-tiao K'ai to enter on official employment. He replied, 'I am not ye t able to r
est in the assurance of THIS.' The Master was pleased. CHAP. VI. The Master said, 'My doctri nes make no way. I will get upon a raft,  and float about on the sea. He that wi ll accompany me will be Yu, I dare say.' Tsze-lu hearing this was glad, upon  w hic
h the Master said, 'Yu is fonder of daring than I am. He does not exercise his judgment upo n matters.' CHAP. VII. 1. Mang Wu a sked about Tsze-lu, whether he w as perfectly virtuous. The Master said, 'I do not know.' 2. He asked again, w hen t he
 Master replied, 'In a kingdom of a thousand chariots, Yu might be employed to manage the mili tary levies, b ut I do not kn ow whether he be perfectly virtuous.' 3. 'And what do you say of Ch'iu?' The Master  r
eplied, 'In a city of a thousand families, or a clan of a hundred chariots, Ch'iu might be employ ed as govern or, but I do n ot know whether he is perfectly virtuous.' 4. 'What do you say of Ch'ih?' The Mast er 
replied, 'With his sash girt and standing in a court, Ch'ih might be employed to converse with  the visitors and guests, but I do n ot know whether he is perfectly v irtuous.' CHAP. VII. 1. The Master said to Tsze-kung, 'Which do you consider s upe rior, you
rself or Hui?' 2. Tsze-kung replied, 'How dare I compare myself with Hui? Hui hears one poin t an d knows all about a subject; I h ear one point, and know a sec ond .' 3. The Master said, 'You are not equal to him. I grant you, you are not equ al t o him.' CHAP. 
IX. 1. Tsai Yu being asleep during the daytime, the Master said, 'Rotten wood cannot be carved; a wall of dirty earth  will not rec eive the trowel. This Yu!-- what is the use of my reproving him?' 2. The Master said, 'A t fir st, my way  w
ith men was to hear their words, and give them credit for their conduct. Now my way is to hear th eir words, and look at their conduct . It is from Yu that I have learned to  make this change.' CHAP. X. The Master said, 'I have not seen a firm and unbe ndi ng ma
n.' Some one replied, 'There is Shan Ch'ang.' 'Ch'ang,' said the Master, 'is under the influence of his passions; how can he be pronou nced firm and unbending?' CHAP. XI. Tsze-kung said, 'What I do not wish men to do to me, I also wish not to do t o m en.'  The Ma
ster said, 'Ts'ze, you have not attained to that.' CHAP. XII. Tsze-kung said, 'The Master's personal di splays of his principles and ordinary d escriptions of them may be heard. Hi s discourses about man's nature, and the way of Heaven, cannot be heard.' CHA P. XI II. Wh en
 Tsze-lu heard anything, if he had not yet succeeded in carrying it into practice, he was only afra id  lest he should hear something else. CH AP . XIV. Tsze-kung asked, saying, 'On what ground did Kung-wan get that title o f Wan ?' The  
Master said, 'He was of an active nature and yet fond of learning, and he was not ashamed to  ask and learn of his inferiors!-- On thes e grounds he has been styled Wan.' CHAP. XV. The Master said of Tsze-ch'an t hat  he  
had four of the characteristics of a superior man:-- in his conduct of himself, he was humble ; in serv ing his superiors, he was respectful; in nourishing the people, he was kind; in orderi ng t he pe
ople, he was just.' CHAP. XVI. The Master said, 'Yen P'ing knew well how to maintai n friendl y interc o urse. The acquaintance might be long, but he showed the same res pect a s a t fi
rst.' CHAP. XVII. The Master said, 'Tsang Wan kept a large tortoise in a house, on the cap itals of the pillars of which he had hills made, and with representations of duc kweed on th
e small pillars above the beams supporting the rafters.-- Of what sort was  his wis dom?' C HA P. XVIII. 1. Tsze-chang asked, saying, 'The minister  Tsze - wan thrice
 took office, and manifested no joy in his co unte nan ce. T hric e h e ret ired from office, and m anif ested no  displ
easure. He made it a point to inform the new mini ste r o f th e way in which he had c ond ucted t he gove
rnment;-- what do you say of him?' The M aster replied. 'He wa s lo yal.' 'Wa
s he perfectly virtuous?' 'I do not know. Ho w can he be pronou nce d p erfec
tly virtuous?' 2. Tsze-chang proceeded, 'When the officer Ch'ui killed the prince of Ch
'i, Ch'an Wan, though he was the owner of forty h orses, abandoned them and left the countr
y. Coming to another State, he said, "They are her e like our great officer, Ch' ui," and left it. He ca
me to a second State, and with the same observatio n left it also;-- what do you say of him?' The Ma
ster replied, 'He was pure.' 'Was he perfectly virtuous?' 'I d o not know. How can he be pronoun ced p erfectl
y virtuous?' CHAP. XIX. Chi Wan thought thrice, and then a cte d. When the Master was informed of it,  he said, '
Twice may do.' CHAP. XX. The Master said, 'When good orde r prevailed in his country, Ning Wu acted the part o f a wi se ma
n. When his country was in disorder, he acted the part of a stupid m an. Others may equal his wisdom, but they cann ot equal h is stu
pidity.' CHAP. XXI. When the Master was in Ch'an, he said, 'Let me ret ur n! L et m e ret urn! The little  chil dren  of my s c hool are ambitious and too hasty. They are accompl ishe d an d com
plete so far, but they do not know how to restrict and shape themselves.' C HAP . XXII. T he Mas ter sai d, 'Po-i  and S hu-ch'i  did no t keep the for mer wic ked nesses of men in mind, and hence the resentments  dire cted towar
ds them were few.' CHAP. XXIII. The Master said, 'Who says of Wei-shang K ao that he is upright? One begged some vinegar of him, and he begged it of a neighbor and gave it to the man.' CHAP. XXIV. The Master said, 'Fi ne words, an insinuating appearance, and excessi ve res pect;- - Tso C
h'iu-ming was ashamed of them. I also am ashamed of them. To conceal res entment against a person, and appear friendly with him;-- Tso Ch'iu-ming was ashamed of such conduct. I also am ashamed of it.' CHAP. XXV. 1.  Yen Yuan and Chi Lu being by his side, the Mast er said  to th em, 'C
ome, let each of you tell his wishes.' 2. Tsze-lu said, 'I should like, having ch ariots and horses, and light fur dresses, to share them with my friends, and though they should spoil them, I would not be displeased.' 3. Ye n Yuan said, 'I should like not to boast of my exc ellence , nor to mak e
 a display of my meritorious deeds.' 4. Tsze-lu then said, 'I should like, sir, to h ear your wishes.' The Master said, 'They are, in reg ard to the a ged, to  
give them rest; in regard to friends, to show them sincerity; in regard to the youn g, to treat them tenderly.' CHAP. XXVI. The Master sai d, 'It i s all o ver! I h a
ve not yet seen one who could perceive his faults, and inwardly accuse himself.' C HAP. XXVII. The Master said, 'In a hamlet of ten familie s, th ere m ay be fo
und one honourable and sincere as I am, but not so fond of learning.' BOOK VI. Y UNG YEY. CHAP. I. 1. The Master said, 'There is Yung! -- He mi ght oc cu
py the place of a prince.' 2. Chung-kung asked about Tsze-sang Po-tsze. The Mas ter said, 'He may pass. He does not mind small matter s. ' 3. Ch ung-k un
g said, 'If a man cherish in himself a reverential feeling of the necessity of attentio n to business, though he may be easy in small matter s in hi s gov ern
ment of the people, that may be allowed. But if he cherish in himself that easy fee ling, and also carry it out in his practice, is not such  an ea sy m ode 
of procedure excessive?' 4. The Master said, 'Yung's words are right.' CHAP. II. T he Duk e Ai asked w hich of th e disciples loved to learn. Confucius replied to him , 'There  was Yen 
Hui; HE loved to learn. He did not transfer his anger; he did not repeat a fault. Unf ortuna tely, his appoi nted time was short and he died; and now there is not  such an other . I ha
ve not yet heard of any one who loves to learn as he did.' CHAP. III. 1. Tsze-hwa b e ing employed on a mi ssion to Ch'i, th e disc iple Za n requested grain for his mo ther. The M aster  said, 
'Give her a fu.' Yen requested more. 'Give her an yu,' said the Master. Yen gave h er five  ping. 2. The Master said, 'When  Ch'ih was procee ding to C h'i,  he had fat horses t o his carriag e, an d wor
e light furs. I have heard that a superior man helps the distressed, but does not a dd to the wealt h of the rich.' 3. Yu an Sze being m ade governor of his tow n by the Ma ster, he g ave him  nine hun dred  meas
ures of grain, but Sze declined them. 4. The Master said, 'Do not decline them. M ay you not give the m away in the neighbo rhoods, hamlets , towns, and villages?' CHAP. IV. The  Master, speakin g of Chu ng-kung, 
said, 'If the calf of a brindled cow be red and horned, although men may not w ish to use it, would the spirits of the mou ntains and riv ers put it aside?' CHAP . V. The Master s aid, 'Such was Hui tha t fo r thr ee mo nth
s there would be nothing in his mind contrary to perfect virtue. The other s may attain to this on some days or in som e months, but n othing more.' CHAP. VI.  Chi K'ang asked about Chung-yu, whether he was fit to b e e
mployed as an officer of government. The Master said, 'Yu is a man  of decision; what diffi culty would he find in b eing an offic er of government?' K'an g asked, 'Is Ts'ze fit to be employed as an offi cer of gover nme
nt?' and was answered, 'Ts'ze is a man of intel lig ence; wha t difficul ty would he find in  being an officer of go vernment?' And to the same questi on about Ch'iu the Master gave the same repl y, sayin g, 'Ch' iu is 
a man of various ability.' CHAP. VII. The chief of  t h e Chi family sent to ask Min Tsz e- ch'ien to be gover nor of Pi. M in Tsze-ch'ien said, 'D ecline the offer for me politely. If any on e co me again  to me with 
a second invitation, I shall be obliged to g o  and live on the b anks of the Wan.' C HAP. VIII. Po-niu b ei ng ill, the M aster went to ask for h im. He took hold of his hand through t he wi ndow, an d said , 'It  is ki
lling him. It is the appointment of Heaven, alas! That such a man  should have such  a sickness! That s uch a man should have such a si ckness!' CHAP. IX. The Master said, 'Adm irable ind eed w as the v
irtue of Hui! With a single bamboo dish of rice, a single gourd dis h of drink, and livi ng in his mean na rrow lane , while others could n ot have endured the distress, he di d not  allow his j oy to  be  affe
cted by it. Admirable indeed was the virtue  of Hui!' CHAP. X. Yen Ch'iu s aid, 'It is not that I do not delight in  your doctrin es, but my strength is  insufficient.' The Master said, 'Th ose w hose stren gth i s in suffi
cient give over in the middle of the way but now you limit yourself.' CHAP . XI. The Master s aid to Tsze-hsi a, 'Do you be  a scholar after the st yle of the superior man, and not  after that o f the me an 
man.' CHAP. XII. Tsze-yu being gover nor of Wu-ch'ang, the Master said to him, 'Have you go t good men th ere?' He ans wered, 'There is Tan-t' ai Mieh-ming, who ne ver i n walkin g tak es a sh
ort cut, and never comes to my offi ce, excepting on public business.' CHA P. XIII. The Maste r said, 'Mang  Chih-fan doe s not boast of his me rit. Being in the rear o n an occ asio n o f fli
ght, when they were about to ent er the gate, he whipped up his horse, sayi ng, "It is not that I dare to be l ast. My horse would not advance."' CHAP. XIV. The Mas ter sa id, ' Wit ho
ut the specious speech of the l itanist T'o and the beauty of the prince Chao  of Sung, it is dif ficult to esc ape in the present age.' CHAP. XV. The Master said, 'Wh o  c an go  ou t b
ut by the door? How is it that  men will not walk according to these ways?' C HAP. XVI. The Ma ster said, 'W here the solid qua lities are in excess o f accomplishmen ts, we  hav e r
usticity; where the accomp lishments are in excess of the solid qualities, we  have the manne rs of a cler k. When the acco mplishments and sol id qualities are eq ually blende d, w e t
hen have the man of virt ue.' CHAP. XVII. The Master said, 'Man is born for u prightness. If a m an lose his  uprightness, an d yet live, his escape  from de ath is the e ff ect of m ere  goo
d fortune.' CHAP. XVIII.  The Master said, 'They who know the truth are not e qual to those wh o love it, a nd they who lo ve it are not equal to  those w ho  del i ght i n it.' CHAP
. XIX. The Master said , 'To those whose talents are above mediocrity, the hi ghest subjects m ay be ann ounced. To t hose who are below mediocr ity, the highest  su bjects m ay  n ot be ann
ounced.' CHAP. XX.  Fan Ch'ih asked what constituted wisdom. The Master said, 'To give on e's self ea rnestly to t he duties due to me n, and, wh ile resp ecting spiritu al bein gs, to k eep aloo
f from them, may be called wisdom.' He asked about perfect virtue. The Ma ster said, 'T he man o f virtue ma kes  the difficu lty to be o
vercome his firs t business, and success only a subsequent considerati on; -- t his  may be ca lled perfe ct v irtue.' CHAP. XXI. The 
Master said, 'T he wise find pleasure in water; the virtuous find plea sur e in hills. The wise  are  activ e; the vi rtuous are tran quil. Th e wise are joyful; the vi
rtuous are lon g-lived.' CHAP. XXII. The Master said, 'Ch'i, by one cha nge, would come to the State of Lu. Lu, by on e c hang e , wo uld co me to a  Sta te where true princi ples p
redominated. ' CHAP. XXIII. The Master said, 'A cornered vesse l wi thout corners.-- A strange corne red  ve ss el! A  strange corner ed ve ssel!' CHAP. XXIV. Tsai 
Wo asked, sayi ng, 'A benevolent man, though it be told him,-- 'T here  is a m an in t he w ell' will go in aft er him, I  suppose.'  Confuci
us said, 'Why sh ould he do so?' A superior man may be made t o go  to the w ell, bu t he c an not be  made to go down into it. He 
may be imposed  upon, but he cannot be fooled.' CHAP . XX V. The Master said, 'The superior ma n, e xten sive ly  stud ying  all learning, and keeping
 himself unde r the restraint of the rule s  of propriety, ma y th us likewise not overstep what is righ t.'  CHA P. X XVI. The Maste r having visited Na n-tsze,
 Tsze-lu w as displeased, on which the  M aste r sw ore, saying, 'Wherein I hav e done i mpro perly , may Heaven reject me, may He aven rej
ect me !' CHAP. XXVII. The Master sai d, 'P erfec t i s the vi rtue whi ch is  according  to the Constant M
ea n! Rare for a long time has been its prac tise among the people. ' CH A P. XXVIII. 1. Tsze-kun g sai d, 'Su ppose th e case of a ma

n extensively conferring benefits on the peo ple, and able to assist all, what would you say of him? Might he b e called pe rfectly virtuous?' The M aster said, 'W
hy speak only of virtue in connexion with him? Mus t he not have the qualities of a sage? Even Yao and Shun were still solicitous about this. 2. 'Now t

he man of perfect virtue, wishing to be established him se lf, se ek s  als o to est a bli sh others; wishing to be  enlarged himself, h e seeks also to en
large others. 3. 'To be able to judge of others by what is nigh in ourselves;-- this m ay b e called the art  of v i r tue.' BO OK VII. SHU  R . CHAP. I. The Ma ster said, 'A
 transmitter and not a maker, believing in and loving the ancients, I venture to compare m ysel f with our old P'ang.' CHAP. II. The Ma ster said, 'Th e s ilen t treasuri ng  up of k now ledge; lear ning without 
satiety; and instructing others without being wearied:-- which one of these things belongs to me?' CHAP. III. The Master said, 'T he leaving virtue without proper cultivation; the not tho roughly disc ussing w h at is learned;
 not being able to move towards righteousness of which a knowledge is gained; and not be ing able to change wh at is not good:-- these are the things which occasion me  solicitude.' CH AP. IV. Whe n the Master was unoccupied with 
business, his manner was easy, and he looked pleased. CHAP. V. The Master said, 'Extre me is  my decay. For a long time, I have not dreamed, as I was wont to do, that  I sa w the duke of Chau.' CH AP. VI.  1. The  Mas
ter said, 'Let the will be set on the path of duty. 2. 'Let every attainment in what is good be firmly gr aspe d. 3. 'Let perfect virtue be accorded with. 4. 'Let relaxation and enjoyment be found in the polite arts.' C HAP. VII. Th
e Master said, 'From the man bringing his bundle of dried flesh for my teaching upwar ds, I have never refused inst ruct ion to any one.' CHAP. VIII. The Master said, 'I do not open up the truth to one who is no t eag er to get know ledge, nor 
help out any one who is not anxious to explain himself. When I have presented one corner of a subject to any one, and he ca nnot from it learn the other three, I do not repeat my lesson.' CHAP. IX. 1. When the Master  w as eatin g by the side o
f a mourner, he never ate to the full. 2. He did not sing on the same day in which he  had been weeping. CHAP. X. 1. The Mast er said to Yen Yuan, 'When called to office, to undertake its duties; when not so called, to lie  retir ed;-- it i s only 
I and you who have attained to this.' 2. Tsze-lu said, 'If you had the conduct of the armies of a great State, whom would you have  to act with you?' 3. The Master said, 'I would not have him to act with me, who will unarmed attack a tig er, or  cross  a river w i
thout a boat, dying without any regret. My associate must be the man who proceeds to action full of solicitude, who is fond of adjusting his plans, and then carries them into execution.' CHAP. XI. The Master said, 'If the search for riches is sure to be s uccessful, though I s
hould become a groom with whip in hand to get them, I will do so. As the search may not be successful, I will follow after that which I love.' CHAP. XII. The things in reference to which the Master exercised the greatest caution were -- fasting, war, and sickness. C HA P. XIII. When the M
aster was in Ch'i, he heard the Shao, and for three months did not know the taste of flesh. 'I did not think'' he said, 'that music could have been made so excellent as this.' CHAP. XIV. 1. Yen Yu said, 'Is our Master for the ruler of Wei?' Tsze-kung said, 'Oh! I will ask him.' 2. He went  i
n accordingly, and said, 'What sort of men were Po-i and Shu-ch'i?' 'They were ancient worthies,' said the Master. 'Did they have any repinings because of their course?' The Master again replied, 'They sought to act virtuously, and they did so; what was there for them to repine about?' On thi s, Tsze-kung w
ent out and said, 'Our Master is not for him.' CHAP. XV. The Master said, 'With coarse rice to eat, with water to drink, and my bended arm for a pillow;-- I have still joy in the midst of these things. Riches and honours acquired by unrighteousness, are to me as a floating cloud.' CHAP. XVI. The Master said, 'If 
some years were added to my life, I would give fifty to the study of the Yi, and then I might come to be without great faults.' CHAP. XVII The Master's frequent themes of discourse were-- the Odes, the History, and the maintenance of the Rules of Propriety. On all these he frequently discoursed. CHAP. XVIII. 
1. The Duke of Sheh asked Tsze-lu about Confucius, and Tsze-lu did not answer him. 2. The Master said, 'Why did you not say to him,-- He is simply a man, who in his eager pursuit (of knowledge) forgets his food, who in the joy of its attainment forgets his sorrows, and who does not perceive that old age is 
coming on?' CHAP. XIX. The Master said, 'I am not one who was born in the possession of knowledge; I am one who is fond of antiquity, and earnest in seeking it there.' CHAP. XX. The subjects on which the Master did not talk, were-- extraordinary things, feats of strength, disorder, and spiritual beings. CH
AP. XXI. The Master said, 'When I walk along with two others, they may serve me as my teachers. I will select their good qualities and follow them, their bad qualities and avoid them.' CHAP. XXII. The Master said, 'Heaven produced the virtue that is in me. Hwan T'ui-- what can he do to me?' CHAP. XXIII. The 
Master said, 'Do you think, my disciples, that I have any concealments? I conceal nothing from you. There is nothing which I do that is not shown to you, my disciples;-- that is my way.' CHAP. XXIV. There were four things which the Master taught,-- letters, ethics, devotion of soul, and truthfulness. CHAP. X
XV. 1. The Master said, 'A sage it is not mine to see; could I see a man of real talent and virtue, that would satisfy me.' 2. The Master said, 'A good man it is not mine to see; could I see a man possessed of constancy, that would satisfy me. 3. 'Having not and yet affecting to have, empty and yet affecting to be
 full, straitened and yet affecting to be at ease:-- it is difficult with such characteristics to have constancy.' CHAP. XXVI. The Master angled,-- but did not use a net. He shot,-- but not at birds perching. CHAP. XXVII. The Master said, 'There may be those who act without knowing why. I do not do so. Hearing m
uch and selecting what is good and following it; seeing much and keeping it in memory:-- this is the second style of knowledge.' CHAP. XXVIII. 1. It was difficult to talk (profitably and reputably) with the people of Hu-hsiang, and a lad of that place having had an interview with the Master, the disciples doubte
d. 2. The Master said, 'I admit people's approach to me without committing myself as to what they may do when they have retired. Why must one be so severe? If a man purify himself to wait upon me, I receive him so purified, without guaranteeing his past conduct.' CHAP. XXIX. The Master said, 'Is virtue a t
hing remote? I wish to be virtuous, and lo! virtue is at hand.' CHAP. XXX. 1. The minister of crime of Ch'an asked whether the duke Chao knew propriety, and Confucius said, 'He knew propriety.' 2. Confucius having retired, the minister bowed to Wu-ma Ch'i to come forward, and said, 'I have heard that the s
uperior man is not a partisan. May the superior man be a partisan also? The prince married a daughter of the house of Wu, of the same surname with himself, and called her,-- "The elder Tsze of Wu." If the prince knew propriety, who does not know it?' 3. Wu-ma Ch'i reported these remarks, and the Master s
aid, 'I am fortunate! If I have any errors, people are sure to know them.' CHAP. XXXI. When the Master was in company with a person who was singing, if he sang well, he would make him repeat the song, while he accompanied it with his own voice. CHAP. XXXII. The Master said, 'In letters I am perhaps equa
l to other men, but the character of the superior man, carrying out in his conduct what he professes, is what I have not yet attained to.' CHAP. XXXIII. The Master said, 'The sage and the man of perfect virtue;-- how dare I rank myself with them? It may simply be said of me, that I strive to become such withou
t satiety, and teach others without weariness.' Kung-hsi Hwa said, 'This is just what we, the disciples, cannot imitate you in.' CHAP. XXXIV. The Master being very sick, Tsze-lu asked leave to pray for him. He said, 'May such a thing be done?' Tsze-lu replied, 'It may. In the Eulogies it is said, "Prayer has been 
made for thee to the spirits of the upper and lower worlds."' The Master said, 'My praying has been for a long time.' CHAP. XXXV. The Master said, 'Extravagance leads to insubordination, and parsimony to meanness. It is better to be mean than to be insubordinate.' CHAP. XXXVI. The Master said, 'The super
ior man is satisfied and composed; the mean man is always full of distress.' CHAP. XXXVII. The Master was mild, and yet dignified; majestic, and yet not fierce; respectful, and yet easy. BOOK VIII. T'AI-PO. CHAP. I. The Master said, 'T'ai-po may be said to have reached the highest point of virtuous action. Th
rice he declined the kingdom, and the people in ignorance of his motives could not express their approbation of his conduct.' CHAP. II. 1. The Master said, 'Respectfulness, without the rules of propriety, becomes laborious bustle; carefulness, without the rules of propriety, becomes timidity; boldness, witho


