
THE STATE CONSTITUTION OF IDAHO. PREAMBLE We, the people of the State of Idaho, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, to secure its blessings and promote our common welfare do establish this Constitution. ARTICLE I DECLARATION OF RIGHTS SECTION 1. All men ar
e by nature free and equal and have certain inalienable rights, among which are enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, pursuing happiness, and securing safety. SEC. 2. All political power is inherent in the people. Government is insti
tuted for their equal protection and benefit, and they have the right to alter, reform, or abolish the same whenever they may deem it necessary, and no special privileges or immunities shall ever be granted that may not be altered, revoked, or repealed by the legislature. SEC. 3. The 
State of Idaho is an inseparable part of the American Union, and the Constitution of the United States is the supreme law of the land. SEC. 4. The exercise and enjoyment of religious faith and worship shall forever be guaranteed; and no person shall be denied any civil or political rig
ht, privilege, or capacity in account of his religious opinions; but the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be construed to dispense with oaths or affirmations, or excuse acts of licentiousness or justify polygamous or other pernicious practices, inconsistent with morality 
or the peace or safety of the State; nor to permit any person, organization, or association to directly or indirectly aid or abet, counsel or advise, any person to commit the crime of bigamy or polygamy, or any other crime. No person shall be required to attend or support any ministry 
or place of worship, religious sect or denomination, or pay tithes against his consent; nor shall any preference be given by law to any religious denomination or mode of worship. Bigamy and polygamy are forever prohibited in the State, and the legislature shall provide by law for th
e punishment of such crimes. SEC. 5. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless, in case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety requires it, and then only in such manner as shall be prescribed by law. SEC. 6. All persons shall be bailable by sufficien
t sureties, except for capital offenses, where the proof is evident or the presumption great. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. SEC. 7. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate; but in civil actions three
-fourths of the jury may render a verdict, and the legislature may provide that in all cases of misdemeanors five-sixths of the jury may render a verdict. A trial by jury may be waived in all criminal cases not amounting to felony by the consent of both parties, expressed in open court,
 and in civil actions by the consent of the parties; signified in such manner as may be prescribed by law. In civil actions and cases of misdemeanor the jury may consist of twelve, or of any number less than twelve upon which the parties may agree in open court. SEC. 8. No person 
shall be held to answer for any felony or criminal offense of any grade, unless on presentment or indictment of a grand jury or on information of the public prosecutor, after a commitment b y a magistrate, except in cases of impeachment, in cases cognizable by probate courts or by
 justices of the peace, and in cases arising in the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger: Provided, That a grand jury may be summoned upon the order of the district court in the manner provided by law: And provided further, That after a charge has been ignor
ed by a grand jury, no person shall be held to answer or for trial therefor upon information of the public prosecutor. SEC. 9. Every person may freely speak, write, and publish on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty. SEC. 10. The people shall have the right to a
ssemble in a peaceable manner to consult for their common good; to instruct their representatives, and to petition the Legislature for the redress of grievances. SEC. 11. The people have the right to bear arms for their security and defense; but the Legislature shall regulate the exer
cise of this right by law. SEC. 12. The military shall be subordinate to the civil power; and no soldier in time of peace shall be quartered in any house without the consent of its owner, nor in time of war except in the manner prescribed by law. SEC. 13. In all criminal prosecutions, the
 party accused shall have the right to a speedy and public trial; to have the process of the court to compel the attendance of witnesses in his behalf, and to appear and defend in person and with counsel. No person shall be twice put in jeopardy for the same offense; nor be compell
ed in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law. SEC. 14. The necessary use of lands for the construction of reservoirs or storage basins, for the purposes of irrigation, or for rights of way for the construct
ion of canals, ditches, flumes, or pipes, to convey water to the place of use, for any useful, beneficial, or necessary purpose, or for drainage; or for the drainage of mines, or the working thereof, by means of roads, railroads, tramways, cuts, tunnels, shafts, hoisting works, dumps, or
 other necessary means to their complete development, or any other use necessary to the complete development of the material resources of the State, or the preservation of the health of its inhabitants, is hereby declared to be a public use, and subject to the regulation and control
 of the State. Private property may be taken for public use, but not until a just compensation, to be ascertained. in a manner prescribed by law, shall be paid therefor. SEC. 15. There shall be no imprisonment for debt in this State except in cases of fraud. SEC. 16. No bill of attainder, 
ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts, shall ever be passed. SEC. 17. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be violated; and no warrant shall issue without proba
ble cause, shown by affidavit, particularly describing the place to be searched and the person or thing to be seized. SEC. 18. Courts of justice shall be open to every person, and a speedy remedy afforded for every injury of person, property or character, and right and justice shall be
 administered without sale, denial, delay, or prejudice. SEC. 19. No power, civil or military, shall at any time interfere with or prevent the free and lawful exercise of the right of suffrage. SEC. 20. No property qualification shall ever be required for any person to vote or hold office exce
pt in school elections or elections creating indebtedness. SEC. 21. This enumeration of rights shall not be construed to impair or deny other rights retained by the people. ARTICLE II DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS SECTION 1. The powers of the government of this State are divided int
o three distinct departments, the Legislative, Executive and Jud i ci al; and no person or collection of persons charged with the exercise of powers properly belonging to one of these departments, shall exercise any powers properly belonging to either of the oth
ers, except as in this Constitution expressly directed or permitte d. ARTICLE III LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT SECTION 1. The legislative power of the State shall be vested in a senate and house of representatives. The enacting clause of every bill shall be a
s follows: "Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Idaho ." SEC. 2. The senate shall consist of eighteen members and the house of representatives of thirty-six members. The Legislature may increase the number of senators and representatives: Pr
ovided, The number of senators shall never exceed twenty-four,  and the house of representatives shall never exceed sixty members. The senators and representatives shall be chosen by the electors of the respective counties or districts into which the St
ate may from time to time be divided by law. SEC. 3. The senato rs and representatives shall be elected for the term of two years, from and after the first day of December next following the general election. SEC. 4. The members of the first legislature shall
 be apportioned to the several legislative districts of the State in  proportion to the number of votes polled at the last general election for Delegate to Congress, and thereafter to be apportioned as may be provided by law: Provided, Each county shall be en
titled to one representative. SEC. 5. A senatorial or representati ve district, when more than one county shall constitute the same, shall be composed of contiguous counties and no county shall be divided in creating such districts. SEC. 6. No person shall
 be a senator or representative who at the time of his election is not a citizen of the United States and an elector of this State, nor any one who has not been for one year next preceding his election an elector of the county or district whence he may be cho
sen. SEC. 7. Senators and representatives, in all cases except fo r treason, felony, or breach of the peace, shall be privileged from arrest during the session of the Legislature, and in going to and returning from the same, and shall not be liable to any civil 
process during the session of the Legislature, nor during the te n days next before the commencement thereof; nor shall a member for words uttered in debate in either house be questioned in any other place. SEC. 8. The sessions of the Legislature shall,
 after the first session thereof, be held biennially, at the Capital of the State, commencing on the first Monday after the first day of January, and every second year thereafter, unless a different day shall have been appointed by law, and at other times when
 convened by the Governor. SEC. 9. Each house when assemble d shall choose its own officers, judge of the election, qualifications, and returns of its own members, determine its own rules of proceeding, and sit upon its own adjournments;. but neither h
ouse shall, without the concurrence of the other, adjourn for mo re than three days, nor to any other place than that in which it may be sitting. SEC. 10. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller number may adjourn f
rom day to day, and may compel the attendance of absent mem bers in such manner and under such penalties as such house, may provide. A quorum being in attendance, if either house fail to effect all organization within the first four days thereafter, the 
members of the house so failing shall be entitled to no compens ation from the end of the said four days until an organization shall have been effected. SEC. 11. Each house may, for good cause shown, with the concurrence of two-thirds of all the members
, expel a member. SEC. 12. The business of each house,, and of the committee of the whole, shall be transacted openly and not in secret session. SEC. 13. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings; and the yeas and nays of the members of either
 house an any question, shall, at the request of any three memb ers present, be entered on the journal. SEC. 14. Bills may originate in either house, but may be amended or rejected in the other, except that bills for raising revenue shall originate in the hous
e of representatives. SEC. 15. No law shall be passed except by bill, nor shall any bill be put upon its final passage until the same, with the amendments thereto, shall have been printed for the use of the members; nor shall any bill become a law unless the
 same shall have been read on three several days in each house  previous to the final vote thereon: Provided, In case of urgency, two-thirds of the house where such bill may be pending may, upon a vote of the yeas and nays, dispense with this provision. 
On the final passage of all bills they shall be read at length, sect ion by section, and the vote shall be by yeas and nays upon each bill separately, and shall be entered upon the journal; and no bill shall become a law without the concurrence of a majority 
of the members present. SEC. 16. Every act shall embrace but o ne subject and matters properly connected therewith, which subject shall be expressed in the title; but if any subject shall be embraced in all act which shall not be expressed in the title, s
uch act shall be void only as to so much thereof as shall not be embraced in the title. SEC. 17. Every act or joint resolution shall be plainly worded, avoiding as far as practicable the use of technical terms. SEC. 18. No act shall be revised or amended 
by mere reference to its title, but the section as amended shall b e set forth and published at full length. SEC. 19. The legislature shall not pass local or special laws in any of the following enumerated cases, that is to say: Regulating the jurisdiction a
nd duties of justices of the peace and constables. For the punis hment of crimes and misdemeanors. Regulating the practice of the courts of justice. Providing for a change of venue in civil or criminal actions. Granting divorces. Changing the nam
es of persons or places. Authorizing the laying out, opening, alt ering, maintaining, working on, or vacating roads, highways, streets, alleys, town plats, parks, cemeteries, or any public grounds not owned by the State. Summoning and impannelin
g grand and trial juries, and providing for their compensation. R egulating county and township business, or the election of county and township officers. For the assessment and collection of taxes. Providing for and conducting elections, or desi
gnating the place of voting. Affecting estates of deceased perso ns, minors, or other persons under legal disabilities. Extending the time for collection of taxes. Giving effect invalid deeds, leases or other instruments. Refunding money paid into th
e State treasury. Releasing or extinguishing, in whole or in part,  the indebtedness, liability or obligation of any person or corporation in this State, or any municipal corporation therein. Declaring any person of age, or authorizing any minor to sell,
 lease, or encumber his or her property. Legalizing as against th e State the unauthorized or invalid act of any officer. Exempting property from taxation. Changing county seats; unless the law authorizing the change shall require that two-thirds of 
the legal votes cast at a general or special election shall design ate the place to which the county seat shall be changed: Provided, That the power to pass a special law shall cease as long as the legislature shall provide for such change by gene
ral law: Provided further, That no special law shall be passed fo r any one county oftener than once in six years. Restoring to citizenship persons convicted of infamous crimes. Regulating the interest on money. Authorizing the creation, exte
nsion or impairing of liens. Chartering or licensing ferries, bridg es, or roads. Remitting fines, penalties or forfeitures. Providing for the management of common schools. Creating offices or prescribing the powers and duties of officers in
 counties, cities, townships, election districts, or school district s, except as in this Constitution otherwise provided. Changing the law of descent or succession. Authorizing the adoption or legitimization of children. For limitation of civi
l or criminal actions. Creating any corporation. Creating, increa sing or decreasing fees, percentages, or allowances of public officers during the term for which said officers are elected or appointed. SEC. 20. The Legislature shall not a
uthorize any lottery or gift enterprise under any pretense or for any purpose whatever. SEC. 21. All bills or joint resolutions passed shall be signed by the presiding officers of the respective houses. SEC. 22. No act shall take effect un
til sixty days from the end of the session at which the same sha ll have been passed, except in case of emergency, which emergency shall be declared in the preamble or in the body of the law. SEC. 23. Each member of the Legislat
ure shall receive for his services a sum not exceeding five dolla rs per day from the commencement of the session, but such pay shall not exceed for each member, except the presiding officers, in the aggregate three hundred d
ollars for per diem allowances for any one session; and shall re ceive each the sum of ten cents per mile each way by the usual traveled route. When convened in extra session by the Governor, they shall each receive five dollar
s per day; but no extra session shall continue for a longer peri od than twenty days, except in case of the first session of the Legislature. They shall receive such mileage as is allowed for regular sessions. The presiding office
rs of the Legislature Shall each in virtue of his office receive an  additional compensation equal to one-half his per them allowance as a member: Provided, That whenever any member of the Legislature shall travel on a free pa
ss in coming to or returning from the session of the Legislatur e, the number of miles actually traveled on such pass shall be deducted from the mileage of such member. SEC. 24. The first, concern of all good government i
s the virtue and sobriety of the people, and the purity of the ho me. The Legislature should further all wise and well directed efforts for the promotion of temperance and morality. SEC. 25. The members of the Legislature 
shall, before they enter upon the duties of their respective offi ces, take or subscribe the following oath or affirmation: "I do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that I will support the Constitution of the U
nited States and the Constitution of the State of Idaho, and tha t I will faithfully discharge the duties of senator (or representative, as the case may be) according to the best of my ability." And such., oath maybe
 administered by the Governor, Secretary of State, or judge of the supreme court, or presiding officer of either house. ARTICLE IV EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT SECTION 1. The executive department shall consi
st of a Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Secretary of State, Stat e Auditor, State Treasurer, Attorney-General, and Superintendent of Public Instruction, each of whom shall hold his office for two years beginning 
on the first Monday in January next after his election, except as  otherwise provided in this Constitution. The officers of the executive department, excepting the Lieutenant-Governor, shall, during their terms of 
office reside at the seat of government, where they shall keep th e public records, books, and papers. They shall perform such duties as are prescribed by this Constitution and as may be prescribed by law. SEC. 2
. The officers named in section one of this article shall be electe d by the qualified electors of the State at the time and places of voting for members of the Legislature and the persons, respectively, having the high
est number of votes for the office voted for shall be elected; but i f two or more shall have an equal and the highest number of votes for any one of said offices, the two houses of the Legislature at its next regular se
ssion, shall forthwith, by joint ballot, elect one of such persons fo r said office. The returns of election for the officers named in section one shall be made in such manner as may be prescribed by law, and all conteste
d elections of the same, other than provided for in this section, sh all be determined as may be prescribed by law. SEC. 3. No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor or Lieutenant-Governor unless he shall ha
ve attained the age of thirty years at the time of his election; nor t o the office of Secretary of State, State Auditor, Superintendent of Public Instruction, or State Treasurer unless he shall have attained the age of twent
y-five years; nor to the office of Attorney- General unless he shall have attained the age of thirty years, and have been admitted to practice in the supreme court of the State or Territory of Idaho, and be in good standi
ng at the time of his election. In addition to the qualifications abov e described each of the officers named shall be a citizen of the United States and shall have resided within the State or Territory two years next prec
eding his election. SEC. 4. The Governor shall be commander-in-ch ief of the military forces of the State, except when they shall be called into actual service of the United States. He shall have power to call out the mi
litia to execute the laws, to suppress insurrection, or to repel invasio n. SEC. 5. The supreme executive power of the State is vested in the Governor, who shall see that the laws are faithfully executed. SEC. 6. The Gov
ernor shall nominate and, by and with the consent of the senate, appoi nt all officers whose offices are established by this Constitution, or which may be created by law and whose appointment or election is not otherwi
se provided for. If, during the recess of the senate, a vacancy occurs in a ny State or district office, the Governor shall appoint some fit person to discharge the duties thereof until the next meeting of the senate, when he shall
 nominate some person to fill such office. If the office of a Justice of the su preme or district court, Secretary of State, State Auditor, State Treasurer, Attorney-General, or Superintendent of Public Instruction shall be vacated by 
death, resignation or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the Governor to fill the  same by appoi ntment, and the appointee shall hold his office until his successor shall be elected and qualified in such manner as may be provide
d by law. SEC. 7. The Governor, Secretary of State, and Attorney-General sha ll constitute a  board to be known as the board of pardons. Said board, or a majority thereof, shall have power to remit fines and forfeitures, and 
to grant commutations and pardons after conviction and judgment, either abs olutely or u pon such conditions as they may impose, in all cases of offenses against the State except treason or conviction on impeachment. 
The Legislature shall by law prescribe the sessions of said board and the m ann er in which applications shall be made and regulate the proceedings thereon; but no fine or forfeiture shall be remitted, and no com
mutation or pardon granted, except by the decision of a majority of said bo ard, after a full hearing in open session, and until previous notice of the time and place of such hearing and the release applied for 
shall have been given by publication in some newspaper of general circul ation at least once. a week for four weeks. The proceedings and decision of the board shall be reduced to writing and with their re
asons for their action in each case, and the dissent of any member who m ay disagree, signed by him, and filed, with all papers used upon the hearing, in the office of the Secretary of State. The Governo
r shall have power to grant respites or reprieves in all cases of convictio ns for offenses against the State, except treason or conviction on impeachment, but such respites or reprieves shall not exten
d beyond the next session of the board of pardons; and such board shal l at such session continue or determine such respite or reprieve, or they may commute or pardon the offense, as herein pro
vided. In cases of conviction for treason the governor shall have the po wer to suspend the execution of the sentence until the case shall be reported to the. Legislature at its next regular session,
 when the Legislature shall either pardon or commute the sentence, d irect its execution, or grant a further reprieve. He shall communicate to the Legislature, at each regular session, each cas
e of remission of fine or forfeiture, reprieve, commutation, or pardo n granted since the last previous report, stating the name of the convict, the crime of which he was convicted, the senten
ce and its date, and the date of remission, commutation, pardon, or  reprieve, with the reasons for granting the same, and the objections, if any, of any member of the board made thereto. S
EC. 8. The Governor may require information in writing from the off icers of the executive department upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices, which information sh
all be given upon oath whenever so required; he may also require i nformation in writing, at any time, under oath, from all officers and managers of State institutions, upon any subject relati
ng to the condition, management and expenses of their respectiv e offices and institutions, and may at any time he deems it necessary, appoint a committee to investigate and report to h
im upon the condition of any executive office or State institutio n. The Governor shall at the commencement o f each session, and from time to time, by message, give to the Le
gislature information of the condition of the State, and shall re commend such measures as he shall deem expedient. He shall also send to the Legislature a statement 
with vouchers, of the expenditures of all moneys belonging to the State and paid out by him. He shall a lso, at the commencement of each session, present estimat
es of the amount of money required to be raised by taxatio n for all purposes of the State. SEC. 9. The  Governor may, on extraordinary. occasions, convene the 
Legislature by proclamation, stating the purposes for whi ch he has convene d it; b ut when so convened it shall have no power to legislate on 
any subjects other than those specified in the proclamat ion; b ut ma y provide for the expenses of the session and other mat
ters incidental thereto. He may also, by proclamation, co nve ne the Senate in extraordinary session for the transacti
on of executive business. SEC. 10. Every bill passed by t h e Legislature shall, before it becomes a law, be present
ed to the Governor. If he approve, he shall sign it, and the reupon it shall become a law; but if he do not approve, 
he shall return it with his objections to the House in which it originated, which House shall enter the objections at 
large upon its journals and proceed to reconsider the bill. If the n two-thirds of the members present agree to pass the 
same it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other H ouse, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered; and if 
approved by two-thirds of the members present in that House, it shall become a law, notwithstanding the objections of t
he Governor. In all such cases the vote of each House shall be d etermined by yeas and nays, to be entered on the journ
al. Any bill which shall not be returned by the Governor to the L egislature within five days, (Sundays excepted) after it 
shall have been presented to him, shall become a law in like ma nner, as if he had signed it, unless the Legislature shall
, by adjournment, prevent its return, in which case it shall be fil ed, with his objections, in the office of the Secretary of 
State within ten days after such adjournment (Sundays except ed) or become a law. SEC. 11. The Governor shall have
 power to disapprove of any item or items of any bill making a ppropriations of money embracing distinct items, and t
he part or parts approved shall become a law and the item or items disapproved shall be void, unless enacted in the
 manner following: If the Legislature be in session, he shall w ithin five days transmit to the House within which the 
bill originated a copy of the item or items thereof disapproved , together with his objections thereto, and the items o
bjected to shall be separately reconsidered, and each item sh all then take the same course as is prescribed for the p
assage of bills over the executive veto. SEC. 12. In case of the  failure to qualify, the impeachment, or conviction of tr
eason, felony, or other infamous crime of the Governor, or his  death, removal from office, resignation, absence from
 the State, or inability to discharge the powers and duties of h is office, the powers, duties and emoluments of the off
ice for the residue of the term, or until the disability shall cea se, shall devolve upon the Lieutenant-Governor. SEC. 
13. The Lieutenant-Governor shall be President of the Senate , but shall vote only when the Senate is equally divide
d. In case of the absence or disqualification of the Lieutenant -Governor from any cause which applies to the Gover
nor, or when he shall hold the office of Governor, then the pr esident pro tempore of the Senate shall perform the d
uties of the Lieutenant-Governor until the vacancy is filled or  the disability removed. SEC. 14. In case of the failure 
to qualify in his office, death, resignation, absence from the S tate, impeachment, conviction of treason, or felony or
 other infamous crime, disqualification from any cause, of bo th Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, the duties of th
e Governor shall devolve upon the president of the Senate pr o tempore, until such disqualification of either the Go
vernor or Lieutenant-Governor be removed, or the vacancy fi lled; and if the president of the Senate, for any of the 
above named causes, shall become incapable of performing the duties of Governor, the same shall devolve upon t
he speaker of the House. SEC. 15. There shall be a seal of thi s State, which shall be kept by the Secretary of State 
and used by him officially, and shall be called "The great sea l of the State of Idaho." The seal of the Territory of Ida
ho, as now used, shall be the seal of the State until otherwis e provided by law. SEC. 16. All grants and permission
s shall be in the name and by the authority of the State of Ida ho, sealed with the great seal of the, State, signed by 
the Governor, and countersigned by the Secretary of State. SEC. 17. An account shall be kept by the officers of th
e executive department and of all public institutions of the S tate of all moneys received by them severally, from al
l sources, and for every service performed, and of all money s disbursed by them severally, and a semi- annual re
port thereof shall be made to the Governor, under oath; they  shall also, at least twenty days preceding each regul
ar session, of the Legislature, make full and complete repor ts of their official transactions to the Governor, who s
hall transmit the same to the Legislature. SEC. 18. The Gove rnor, Secretary. of State, and Attorney-General shall 
constitute a board of State prison commissioners, which bo ard shall have such supervision of all matters conne
cted with the State prison as may be prescribed by law. The y shall also constitute a board of examiners, with po
wer to examine all claims against the State, except salaries or compensation of officers fixed by law, and perfor
m such other duties as may be prescribed by law. And no c laim against the State, except salaries and compens
ation of officers fixed by law, shall be passed upon by the L egislature without first having been considered and acted upon by 
said board. SEC. 19. The Governor, Secretary of State, State Auditor, State Treasurer, Attorney- General, and Superintendent of Public Instruction shall, quarterly as due, during their continuance in office, receive for their services compensation, which for the term next ensuing after
 the adoption of this Constitution, is fixed as follows: Governor, three thousand dollars per annum; Secretary of State, one thousand eight hundred dollars per annum; State Auditor, one thousand eight hundred dollars per annum; State Treasurer, one thousand dollars per annum; 
Attorney-General, two thousand dollars per annum; and Superintendent of Public Instruction, one thousand five hundred dollars per annum. The Lieutenant-Governor shall receive the same per diem as may be provided by law for the speaker of the House of Representatives, to be 
allowed only during the session of the Legislature. The compensations enumerated shall be in full for all services by said officers respectively, rendered in any official capacity or employment whatever during their respective terms of office. No officer named in this section shall rec
eive for the performance of any official duty any fee for his own use, but all fees fixed by law for the performance by either of them of any official duty shall be collected in advance and deposited with the State Treasurer quarterly to the credit of the State. The Legislature may, by law
, diminish or increase the compensation of any or all of the officers named in this section, but no such diminution or increase shall affect the salaries of the officers then in office during their term. Provided, however, The Legislature may provide for the payment of actual and neces
sary expenses to the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney-General, and Superintendent of Public Instruction, while traveling within the State in the performance of official duty. ARTICLE V JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT SECTION 1. The distinctions between action
s at law and suits in equity, and the forms of all such actions and suits, are hereby prohibited; and there shall be in this State but one form of action for the enforcement or protection of private rights or the redress of private wrongs, which shall be denominated a civil action; and ev
ery action prosecuted by the people of the State as a party against a person charged with a public offense for the punishment of the same, shall be termed a criminal action. Feigned issues are prohibited, and the fact at issue shall be tried by order of court before a jury. SEC. 2. The 
judicial power of the State shall be vested in a court for the trial of impeachments, a supreme court, district courts, probate courts, courts of justices of the peace, and such other courts inferior to the supreme court as may be established by law for any incorporated city or town. SE
C. 3. The court for the trial of impeachments shall be the senate. A majority of the members elected shall be necessary to a quorum, and the judgment shall not extend beyond removal from, and disqualification to hold office in this State; but the party shall be liable to indictment an
d punishment according to law. SEC. 4. The house of representatives solely shall have the power of impeachment. No person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the senators elected. When the Governor is impeached the Chief Justice shall preside. SEC. 5. T
reason against the State shall consist only in levying war against it, or adhering to its enemies with aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court. No conviction of treason or 
attainder shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate. SEC. 6. The supreme court shall consist of three Justices, a majority of whom shall be necessary to make a quorum or pronounce a decision. The Justices of the supreme court shall be elected by the electors of the Stat
e at large. The terms of office of the justices of the supreme court, except as in this article otherwise provided, shall be six years. The Justices of the supreme court shall, immediately after the first election under this Constitution, be selected by lot, so that one shall hold his office f
or the term of two years, one for the term of four years, and one for the term of six years. The lots shall be drawn by the Justices of the supreme court, who shall, for that purpose, assemble at the seat of government, and they shall cause the result thereof to be certified to by the Se
cretary of State and filed in his office. The Justice having the shortest term to serve, not holding his office by appointment or election to fill a vacancy, shall be the Chief Justice, and shall preside at all terms of the supreme court, and, in case of his absence, the Justice having in lik
e manner the next shortest term to serve shall preside in his stead. SEC. 7. No Justice of the supreme court shall be eligible to any other office of trust or profit under the laws of this State during the term for which he was elected. SEC. 8. At least four terms of the supreme court sha
ll be held annually; two terms at the seat of State government, and two terms at the city of Lewiston, in Nez Perce County. In case of epidemic, pestilence, or destruction of court houses, the Justices may hold the terms of the supreme court provided by this section at other conveni
ent places, to be fixed by a majority of said Justices. After six years the Legislature may alter the provisions of this section. SEC. 9. The supreme court shall have jurisdiction to review, upon appeal, any decision of the district courts, or the judges thereof. The supreme court shall al
so have original jurisdiction to issue writs of mandamus, certiorari, prohibition, and habeas corpus, and all writs necessary or proper to the complete exercise of its appellate jurisdiction. SEC. 10. The supreme court shall have original jurisdiction to hear claims against the State, bu
t its decision shall be merely recommendatory; no process in the nature of execution shall issue thereon; they shall be reported to the next session of the Legislature for its action. SEC. 11. The State shall be divided into five judicial districts, for each of which a judge shall be chose
n by the qualified electors thereof, whose term of office shall be four years. And there shall be held a district court in each county, at least twice in each year, to continue for such time in each county as may be prescribed by law; but the Legislature may reduce or increase the numb
er of districts, district judges, and district attorneys. This section shall not be construed to prevent the holding of special terms under such regulations as may be provided by law. SEC. 12. Every judge of the district court shall reside in the district for which he is elected. A judge of 
any district court may hold a district court in any county at the request of the judge of the district court thereof, and upon the request of the Governor it shall be his duty to do so; but a cause in the district court may be tried by a judge pro tempore, who must be a member of the bar,


