
THE STATE CONSTITUTION OF LOUISIANA. PREAMBLE We, the people of Louisiana, in order to establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution. TITLE I BILL OF RIGHTS 
ARTICLE 1. All men are created free and equal, and have certain inalienable rights; among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. To secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. ART. 2. All persons, without regard to r
ace, color, or previous condition, born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, and residents of this State for one year, are citizens of this State. The citizens of this State owe allegiance to the United States; and this allegiance is paramount to that which they owe to the Stat
e. They shall enjoy the same civil, political, and public rights and privileges, and be subject to the same pains and penalties. ART. 3. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in this State, otherwise than for the punishment of crime, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted. ART. 4. Th
e press shall be free; every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of this liberty. ART. 5. The right of the people peaceably to assemble and petition the government, or any department thereof, shall never be abridged. ART. 6. Prosecutions 
shall be by indictment or information. The accused shall be entitled to a speedy public trial by an impartial jury of the parish in which the offence was committed, unless the venue be changed. He shall not be compelled to give evidence against himself; he shall have the right of being heard by himself or co
unsel; he shall have the right of meeting the witnesses face to face, and shall have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor. He shall not be tried twice for the same offence. ART. 7. All persons shall be bailable by sufficient securities, unless for capital offences, where the proof is evident or 
the presumption great, or unless after conviction for any crime or offence punishable with death or imprisonment at hard labor. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended. ART. 8. Excessive bail shall not be required; excessive fines shall not be imposed; nor cruel or unusual punish
ments inflicted. ART. 9. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrant shall issue but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be sea
rched, or the person or things to be seized. ART. 10. All courts shall be open; and every person for injury done him in his land, goods, person, or reputation, shall have adequate remedy, by due process of law, and justice administered without denial or unreasonable delay. ART. 11. No law shall be passed fi
xing the price of manual labor. ART. 12. Every person has the natural right to worship God according to the dictates of his conscience. No religious test shall be required as a qualification for office. ART. 13. All persons shall enjoy equal rights and privileges upon any conveyance of a public character; and a
ll places of business, or of public resort, or for which a license is required by either State, parish, or municipal authority, shall be deemed places of a public character, and shall be opened to the accommodation and patronage of all persons, without distinction or discrimination on account of race or color. A
RT. 14. The rights enumerated in this title shall not be construed to limit or abridge other rights of the people not herein expressed. TITLE II LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT ART. 15. The legislative power of the State shall be vested in two distinct branches; the one to be styled the house of representatives, the 
other the senate; and both, the general assembly of the State of Louisiana. ART. 16. The members of the house of representatives shall continue in office for two years from the day of the closing of the general elections. ART. 17. Representatives shall be chosen on the first Monday in November, every two y
ears; and the election shall be completed in one day. The general assembly shall meet annually on the first Monday in January, unless a different day be appointed by law, and their sessions shall be held at the seat of government. ART. 18. Every elector under this constitution shall be eligible to a seat in th
e house of representatives; and every elector who has reached the age of twenty-five years shall be eligible to the senate: Provided, That no person shall be a representative or senator unless at the time of his election he be a qualified elector of the representative or senatorial district from which he is electe
d. ART. 19. Elections for members of the general assembly shall be held at the several election precincts established by law. ART. 20. Representation in the house of representatives shall be equal and uniform; and, after the first general assembly elected under this constitution, shall be ascertained and reg
ulated by the total population, each parish in the State being entitled to at least one representative. A census of the State by State authority shall be taken in the year eighteen hundred and seventy- five, and every ten years thereafter. In case of informality, omission, or error in the census- returns from any p
arish or election district, the general assembly may order a new census taken in such parish or election district; but, until the State census of eighteen hundred and seventy- five, the apportionment of the State shall be made on the basis of the census of the United States for the year eighteen hundred and s
eventy. ART. 21. The general assembly, at the first session after the making of each enumeration, shall apportion the representation amongst the several parishes and representative districts on the basis of the total population, as aforesaid. A representative number shall be fixed, and each parish and repre
sentative district shall have as many representatives as the number of its total population will entitle it to have, and an additional representative for any fraction exceeding one-half of the representative number. The number of representatives shall never exceed one hundred and twenty, nor be less than nine
ty. ART. 22. Until an apportionment shall be made in accordance with the provisions of article twenty, the representation in the senate and house of representatives shall be as follows: For the parish of Orleans: First representative district, two; second representative district, three; third representative distri
ct, four; fourth representative district, two; fifth representative district, two; sixth representative district, one; seventh representative district, two; eighth representative district, one; ninth representative district, two; tenth representative district, three; Orleans, right bank, one. For the parish of Ascension, tw
o; For the parish of Assumption, two; For the parish of Avoyelles, two; For the parish of Baton Rouge, East, three; For the parish of Baton Rouge, West, one; For the parish of Bienville, one; For the parish of Bossier, two; For the parish of Caddo, three; For the parish of Calcasieu, one; For the parish of Cald
well, one; For the parish of Carroll, two; For the parish of Catahoula, one; For the parish of Claiborne, two; For the parish of Concordia, two; For the parish of De Soto, two; For the parish of Feliciana, East, two; For the parish of Feliciana, West, one; For the parish of Franklin, one; For the parish of Iberville, t
wo; For the parish of Jackson, one; For the parish of Jefferson, four; For the parish of La Fayette, one; For the parish of La Fourche, two; For the parish of Livingston, one; For the parish of Madison, one; For the parish of Morehouse, one; For the parish of Natchitoches, two; For the parish of Ouachita, two; 
For the parish of Plaquemines, one, For the parish of Point Coupee, two; For the parish of Rapides, three; For the parish of Sabine, one; For the parish of Saint Bernard, one; For the parish of Saint Charles, one; For the parish of Saint Helena, one For the parish of Saint James, two; For the parish of Saint Jo
hn Baptist, one; For the parish of Saint Landry, four; For the parish of Saint Martin's, two; For the parish of Saint Mary's, two; For the parish of Saint Tammany, one; For the parish of Tensas, two; For the parish of Terre Bonne, two; For the parish of Union, one; For the parish of Vermillion, one; For the paris
h of Washington, one; For the parish of Winn, one; Total, one hundred and one. And the State shall be divided into the following senatorial districts, to wit: The first, second, and third representative districts of New Orleans shall form one senatorial district, and elect three senators; The fourth, fifth, and six r
epresentative districts of New Orleans shall form one district, and elect two senators; The seventh, eighth, and ninth representative districts of New Orleans and the parish of Saint Bernard shall form one district, and elect two senators; The tenth representative district of New Orleans shall form one district,
 and elect one senator; Orleans, right bank, and the parish of Plaquemines shall form one district, and elect one senator; The parishes of Jefferson, Saint Charles, and Saint John Baptist shall form one district, and elect two senators; The parishes of Ascension and Saint James shall form one district, and el
ect one senator; The parishes of Assumption, La Fourche, and Terre Bonne shall form one district, and elect two senators; The parishes of Vermillion and Saint Mary's shall form one district, and elect one senator; The parishes of Calcasieu, La Fayette, and Saint Landry shall form one district, and elect two 
senators; The parishes of Livingston, Saint Helena, Washington, and Saint Tammany shall form one district, and elect one senator; The parishes of Point Coupee, East Feliciana, and West Feliciana shall form one district, and elect two senators; The parish of East Baton Rouge shall form one district, and ele
ct one senator; The parishes of West Baton Rouge, Iberville, and Saint Martin's shall form one district, and elect two senators; The parishes of Concordia and Avoyelles shall form one district, and elect one senator; The parishes of Tensas and Franklin shall form one district, and elect one senator; The paris
hes of Carroll, Madison, and Morehouse shall form one district, and elect two senators; The parishes of Ouachita and Caldwell shall form one district, and elect one senator; The parishes of Jackson and Union shall form one district, and elect one senator; The parishes of Bossier, Bienville, and Claiborne sh
all form one district, and elect two senators; The parish of Caddo shall form one district, and elect one senator; The parishes of De Soto, Natchitoches, and Sabine shall form one district, and elect two senators; The parish of Rapides shall form one district, and elect one senator, The parishes of Catahoula a
nd Winn shall form one district, and elect one senator; Thirty-six senators in all. ART. 23. The house of representatives shall choose its speaker and other officers. ART. 24. Electors in all cases, except treason, felony, or breach of the peace, shall be privileged from arrest during their attendance on, going to
, and returning from elections. ART. 25. At its first session under this constitution, the general assembly shall provide by law that the names and residence of all qualified electors shall be registered, in order to entitle them to vote; but the registry shall be free of cost to the elector. ART. 26. No person shall 
be entitled to vote at any election held in this State, except in the parish of his residence, and at the election-precinct in which he is registered: Provided, That no voter, in removing one parish to another, shall lose the right in the former until acquired it in the latter. ART. 27. The members of the senate shall 
be elected for the term of four years; and, when assembled, the senate shall have the power to choose its own officers, except as hereinafter provided. ART. 28. The general assembly shall divide the State into senatorial districts whenever it apportions representation in the house of representatives. ART. 29
. No parish shall be divided in the formation of a senatorial district, the parish of Orleans excepted; and whenever a new parish shall be created, it shall be attached to the senatorial district from which most of its territory is taken, or to another contiguous district, at the discretion of the general assembly; b
ut shall not be attached to more than one district. The number of senators shall be thirty-six, and they shall be apportioned among the senatorial districts according to the total population of said districts. ART. 30. In all apportionments of the senate, the total population of the State shall be divided by the nu
mber thirty-six, and the result produced by this division shall be the senatorial ratio entitling a senatorial district to a senator. Single or contiguous parishes shall be formed into districts having a population the nearest possible to the number entitling a district to a senator; and if the apportionment to make 
a parish or district fall short of, or exceed the ratio, then a district may be formed having not more than two senators; but not otherwise. No new apportionment shall have the effect of abridging the term of service of any senator already elected at the time of making the apportionment. After an enumeration 
has been made, as directed in the twentieth article, the general assembly shall not pass any law till an apportionment of representation in both houses of the general assembly be made. ART. 31. At the first session of the. general assembly, after this constitution goes into effect, the senators shall be divided
 equally by lot into two classes; the seats of the senators of the first class to be vacated at the expiration of the term of the first house of representatives; those of the second class at the expiration of the term of the second house of representatives, so that one-half shall be chosen every two years successi
vely. When a district shall have elected two senators, their respective terms of office shall be determined by lot between themselves. ART. 32. The first election for senators shall be held at the same time with the election for representatives: and thereafter there shall be elections of senators at the same time
 with each general election of representatives, to fill the places of those senators whose term of office may have expired. ART. 33. Not less than a majority of the members of each house of the general assembly shall form a quorum to transact business; but a smaller number may adjourn front day to day, an
d shall have full power to compel the attendance of absent members. ART. 34. Each house of the general assembly shall judge of the qualifications, election, and returns of its members; but a contested election shall be determined in such manner as may be prescribed by law. ART. 35. Each house of the ge
neral assembly may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish a member for disorderly conduct, and, with a concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same offence. ART. 36. Each house of the general assembly shall keep and publish weekly a journal of its proceedings; 
and the yeas and nays of the members on any question, at the desire of any two of them, shall be entered on the journal. ART. 37. Each house may punish, by imprisonment, any person, not a member, for disrespect and disorderly behavior in its presence, or for obstructing any of its proceedings. Such imp
risonment shall not exceed ten days for any one offence. ART. 38. Neither house shall adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which it may be sitting, during the sessions of the general assembly, without the consent of the other. ART. 39. The members of the general assembly s
hall receive from the public treasury a compensation for their services, which shall be, eight dollars per day during their attendance, going to, and returning from the sessions of their respective houses. This compensation may be increased or diminished by law, but no alteration shall take effect during the 
period of service of the members of the house of representatives by which such alteration shall have been made. No session shall extend beyond the period of sixty days, to date from its commencement, and any legislative action had after the expiration of said period of sixty days shall be null and void; bu
t the first general assembly that shall convene after the adoption of this constitution may continue in session for one hundred and twenty days. ART. 40. The members of the general assembly, in all cases except treason, felony, or breach of the peace, shall be privileged from arrest during their attendance a
t the sessions of their respective houses, and going to or returning from the same; and for any speech or debate in either house shall not be questioned in any other place. ART. 41. No senator or representative, during the term for which he was elected, nor for one year thereafter, shall be appointed to any c
ivil office of profit under this State which shall have been created, or the emoluments of which may have been increased, during the time such senator or representative was in office. ART. 42. No bill shall have the force of a law until on three several days it be read in each house of the general assembly, an
d free discussion allowed thereon, unless four-fifths of the house where the bill is pending may deem it expedient to dispense with this rule. ART. 43. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the house of representatives; but the senate may propose amendments, as in other bills: Provided, It shall not in
troduce any matter under the color of an amendment which does not relate to raising revenue. ART. 44. The general assembly shall regulate by whom and in what manner writs of election shall be issued to fill the vacancies which may occur in either branch thereof. ART. 45. On the confirmation or rejection 
of the officers to be appointed b y the governor, with the advice and consent of the senate, the vote shall be taken by yeas and nays, and the names of the senators voting fo
r and against the appointments r espectively shall be entered on the journals to be kept for the purpose, and made public on or before the end of each session. ART. 46. Ret
urns of all elections for member s of the general assembly shall be made to the secretary of state. ART. 47. In the year in which a regular election for a Senator of the Unite
d States is to take place, the me mbers of the general assembly shall meet in the hall of the house of representatives, on the Monday following the meeting of the general a
ssembly, and proceed to said el ection. TITLE III EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT ART. 48. The supreme executive power of the State shall be vested in a chief magistrate, who s
hall be styled the governor of th e State of Louisiana. He shall hold his office during the term of four years, and, together with the lieutenant-governor chosen for the same te
rm, be elected as follows: The q ualified electors for representatives shall vote for governor and lieutenant- governor at the time and place of voting for representatives. The 
returns of every election shall b e sealed up and transmitted by the proper returning-officer to the secretary of state, who shall deliver them to the speaker of the house of re
presentatives on the second day  of the session of the general assembly then to be holden. The members of the general assembly shall meet in the house of representatives
 to examine and count the votes . The person having the greatest number of votes for governor shall be declared duly elected; but in case of a tie vote between two or more 
candidates, one of them shall im mediately be chosen governor by joint vote of the members of the general assembly. The person having the greatest number of votes polle
d for lieutenant-governor shall b e lieutenant-governor; but in case of a tie vote between two or more candidates, one of them shall be immediately chosen lieutenant-gov
ernor by joint vote of the memb ers of the general assembly. ART. 49. No person shall be eligible to the office of governor or lieutenant-governor who is not a citizen of 
the United States and a resident  of this State two years next preceding his election. ART. 50. The governor shall be ineligible for the succeeding four years after the ex
piration of the time for which he  shall have been elected. ART. 51. The governor shall enter on the discharge of his duties oil the second Monday in January next ensuin
g his election, and shall continu e in office until the Monday next succeeding the day that his successor shall be declared duly elected, and shall have taken the oath or 
affirmation required by the cons titution. ART. 52. No member of Congress, or any person holding office under the United States Government, shall be eligible to the 
office of governor or lieutenant- governor. ART. 53. In case of impeachment of the governor, his removal from office, death, refusal or inability to qualify, or to disc
harge the powers and duties of his office, resignation, or absence from the State, the powers and duties of the office shall devolve upon the lieutenant-governor for 
the residue of the term, or until the governor absent or impeached shall return or be acquitted, or the disability be removed. The general assembly may provide by law for th
e case of removal, impeachmen t, death, resignation, disability, or refusal to qualify, of both the governor and the lieutenant-governor, declaring what officer shall act as gove
rnor; and such officer shall act accordingly, until the disability be removed, or for the remainder of the term. ART. 54. The lieutenant-governor, or officer discharging the d
uties of governor, shall, during his administration, receive the same compensation to which the governor would have been entitled had he continued in office. ART. 55
. The lieutenant-governor shall, by virtue of his office, be president of the senate, but shall only vote when the senate is equally divided. Whenever he shall administer t
he government, or shall be unab le to attend as president of the senate, the senators shall elect one of their own members as president of the senate for the time being. 
ART. 56. The governor shall rec eive a salary of eight thousand dollars per annum, payable quarterly, on his own warrant. ART. 57. The lieutenant-governor shall receive a
 salary of three thousand dollar s, per annum, payable quarterly, upon his own warrant. ART. 58. The governor shall have power to grant reprieves for all offences against t
he State; and, except in cases of impeachment, shall, with the consent of the senate, have power to grant pardons, remit fines and forfeitures, after conviction. In cases of tre
ason, he may grant reprieves until t he end of the next session of the general assembly, in which the power of pardoning shall be vested. In cases when the punishment is not impri
sonment at hard labor, the party upon  being reprieved by the governor shall be released, if in actual custody, until final action by the senate. ART. 59. He shall be commander-in-chief o
f the militia of this State, except when t hey shall be called into the service of the United States ART. 60. He shall nominate, and, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, appoint
 all officers whose offices are established  by the constitution, and whose appointments are not herein otherwise provided for: Provided, however, That the general assembly shall have a ri
ght to prescribe the mode of appointment to all other offices established by law. ART. 61. The governor shall have power to fill vacancies that may happen during the recess of the senate, by
 granting commissions, which shall expire at the end of the next session thereof, unless otherwise provided for in this constitution; but no person who has been nominated for office and rejected
 by the senate shall be appointed to the sam e office during the recess of the senate. ART. 62. He may require information in writing from the officers, in the executive department upon any subject
 relating to the duties of their respective offi ces. ART. 63. He shall, from time to time give the general assembly information respecting the situation of the State, and recommend to their considera
tion such measures as he may deem exped ient. ART. 64. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the general assembly at the seat of government, or at a different place if that should have beco
me dangerous from an enemy or from epid emic; and, in case of disagreement between the two houses as to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as he may think proper, not ex
ceeding four months. ART. 65. He shall tak e care that the laws be faithfully executed. ART. 66. Every bill which shall have passed both houses shall be presented to the governor; if he approve, he sha
ll sign it; if he do not, he shall return it, with hi s objections, to the house in which it originated, which shall enter the objections at large upon its journal, proceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsidera
tion, two-thirds of all the members present in th at house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered; and if approved by tw
o-thirds of the members present in that house it shall be a law. But in such cases the vote of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of members voting for or against the bill shall b
e entered on the journal of each house respective ly. If any bill shall not be returned by the governor within five days after it shall have been presented to him, it shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed i
t, unless the general assembly, by adjournment, p revent its return; in which case the said bill shall be returned on the first day of the meeting of the general assembly after the expiration of said five days, or b
e a law. ART. 67. Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the concurrence of both houses may be necessary, except on a question of adjournment, shall be presented to the governor; and before it shall take 
effect be approved by him, or, being disapproved,  shall be repassed by two-thirds of the members present. ART. 68. There shall be a secretary of state, who shall hold his office during the term for which the go
vernor shall have been elected. The records of the St ate shall be kept and preserved in the office of the secretary; he shall keep a fair register of the official acts and proceedings of the governor, and, when necessa
ry, shall attest them; he shall, when required, lay the s aid register, and all papers, minutes, and vouchers relative to his office, before either house of the general assembly, and shall perform such other duties as may b
e enjoined on him by law. ART. 69. There shall be a trea surer of the State, and an auditor of public accounts, who shall hold their respective offices during the term of four years. At the first election under this constitutio
n the treasurer shall be elected for two years. ART. 70. T he secretary of state, treasurer, and auditor of public accounts shall be elected by the qualified electors of the State; and in case of any vacancy caused by the re
signation, death, or absence of the secretary, treasurer, or auditor, the governor shall order an election to fill said vacancies: Provided, The unexpired term to be filled be more than twelve months. When otherwise, the 
governor shall appoint a person to perform the duties o f the office thus vacant until the ensuing general election. ART. 71. The treasurer and the auditor shall receive a salary of five thousand dollars per annum each. 
The secretary of state shall receive a salary of three tho usand dollars per annum. ART. 7 2. All commissions shall be in the name and by the authority of the Stat
e of Louisiana; and shall be sealed with the State seal, signed by the governor, and countersigned by the secretary of state. TI
TLE IV JUDICIARY DEPARTMENT ART. 73. The judicial power shall be vested in a supreme court,, in district courts, in parish cou
rts, and in justices of the peace. ART. 74. The supreme court, except in cases hereinafter provided, shall have appellate jurisdictio
n only; which jurisdiction shall extend to all cases whe n the matter in dispute shall exceed five hundred dollars; and to all cases in 
which the constitutionality or legality of any tax, toll, or  impost of any kind or nature whatsoever, or any fine, forfeiture, or penalty i
mposed by a municipal corporation, shall be in contes tation, whatever may be the amount thereof; and ill such cases the appeal sh
all be direct from the court in which the case originate d to the supreme court; and in criminal cases, on questions of law only, whe
never the punishment of death or imprisonment at ha rd labor, or a fine exceeding three hundred dollars, is actually imposed. AR
T. 75. The supreme court shall be composed of one chief justice and four associate justices, a majority of whom shall constitu
te a quorum. The chief justice shall receive a salar y of seven thousand five hundred dollars, and each of the associate just
ices a salary of seven thousand dollars annuall y, payable quarterly on their own warrants. The chief justice and the a
ssociate justices shall be appointed by the go vernor, with the advice and consent of the senate, for the term of eig
ht years. They shall be citizens of the United Sta tes, and shall have practised law for five years, the last three there
of next preceding their appointment in the State. The court shall appoint its own clerks, and may remove them at pl
easure. ART. 76. The supreme court shall hold its  sess ions in the city of New Orleans, from the first Monday in the mont
h of November to the end of the month of May. The gene ral assembly shall have power to fix the sessions elsewhere dur
ing the rest of the year. Until otherwise provid ed, the session s shall be held as heretofore. ART. 77. The supreme court, and 
each of the judges thereof, shall have power t o issue writs of habea s corpus, at the instance of persons in actual custody, in cas
es when they may have appellate jurisdiction. ART. 78. No judgment shall be rendered by the supreme court without a concurrence of 
a majority composing the court. Whenever the majority cannot concur, in consequ ence of the recusation of any member of the court, the judge
s not recused shall have power to call upon any judge or judges of the  district courts, whose duty it shall be, when so called upon, to presid
e in the place of the judge or judges recused, and  to aid in determinin g the case . ART. 79. All judges, by virtue of their office, shall be c
onservators of the peace throughout the State. T he styl e of all pro cess sha ll be "The State of Louisiana." All prosecutions shall b
e carried on in the name and by the authority of t he St ate of Loui siana, and conclude "against the peace and dignity of 
the same." ART. 80. The judges of all courts, wh e neve r practica ble, shall refer to the law in virtue of which every defini
tive judgment is rendered; but in all cases the y sh all a dduce  the reasons on which their judgment is founded. ART
. 81. The judges of all courts shall be liable to  impe ach ment for crimes and misdemeanors. For any reason
able cause the governor shall remove any of  them, on the address of two-thirds of the members electe
d to each house of the general assembly. I n every  such case the cause or causes for which such re
moval may be required shall be stated a t leng th in the address and inserted in the journal of eac
h house. ART. 82. No duties or functio ns sh all ev er be attached by law to the supreme or district courts, or th
e several judges thereof, but such as are jud icial; and th e said judges are prohibited from receiving any fees of office, o
r other compensation than their salarie s, for any official duties performed by  them . ART. 83. The general assembly shall divide the State in
to judicial districts, which shall remain unchanged for four years, and for each d istrict court one judge, l earned in the law, shall be elected for each district by a pl
urality of the qualified electors thereof. For each district there shall be one district cou rt, except in the parish o f Orleans, in which the general assembly may establish as many 
district courts as the public interests may require. Until otherwise provided, there shall be s even district courts for th e parish of Orleans, with the following original jurisdiction: The fi
rst, exclusive criminal jurisdiction; the second, exclusive, probate jurisdiction; the third, exclusiv e jurisdiction of appeals fro m jus tices of the peace; the fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh district 
courts, exclusive jurisdiction in all civil cases, except probate, when the sum in contest is above one hund red dollars, exclusive of interest. T hese sev en courts shall also have such further jurisdiction, not inco
nsistent herewith, as shall be conferred by law. The number of districts in the State shall not be less than twelve nor more than twenty. The clerks of the district, co urts shall be  elected by the qualified electors of their respective pari
shes, and shall hold their office for four years. ART. 84. Each of said judges shall receive a salary to be fixed by law, which shall not be increased or diminished during  his term of office, and shall never be less than five thousand 
dollars. He must be a citizen of the United States, over the age of twenty-five years, and have resided in the State and practised law therein for the space of two years nex t preceding  his election. The judges of the district c
ourts shall hold their office for the term of four years. ART. 85. The district courts shall have original jurisdiction in all civil cases when the amount in dispute exceeds five  hundred  dollars, exclusive of interest. In crim
inal cases their jurisdiction shall be unlimited. They shall have appellate jurisdiction in civil ordinary suits when the amount in dispute exceeds one hundred dollars , exclusive of inte rest. ART. 86. For each parish cour
t one judge shall be elected by the qualified electors of the parish. He shall hold his office for the term of two years. He shall receive a salary and fees to be provided  by law . Until otherwise pr ovid ed, each parish judge shall recei
ve a salary of one thousand two hundred dollars per annum, and such fees as are established by law for clerks of district courts. He shall be a citizen of the United St ates and of th is  State. ART. 87. The parish co urts shall have concurrent jurisd
iction with the justices of the peace in all cases when the amount in controversy is more than twenty-five dollars and less than one hundred dollars, exclusive of interest . They shall have exclusive original jurisdiction i n ordinary suits in all cases when
 the amount in dispute exceeds, one hundred dollars and does not exceed five hundred dollars, subject to an appeal to the district court in all cases when the amount in contestati on exceeds one hundred dollars, exclusive of inte rest. All successions shall be open
ed and settled in the parish courts; and all suits in which a succession is either plaintiff or defendant may be brought either in the parish or district court, according to the amount inv olved. In criminal  matters the parish courts shall have  jurisdiction in all cases when the p
enalty is not necessarily imprisonment at hard labor or death, and when the accused shall waive trial by jury. They shall also have the power of committing-magistrates and such other jurisdiction as may be conferred on them by law. There shall be no trial  by  jury before the parish courts. ART. 8
8. In all probate matters when the amount in dispute shall exceed five hundred dollars exclusive of interest, the appeal shall be directly from the parish to the supreme court. ART. 89. The justices of the peace shall be elected by the electors of each parish, in the m anner to be provided by the general a
ssembly. They shall hold office for the term of two years, and their compensation shall be fixed by law. Their jurisdiction in civil cases shall not exceed one hundred dollars, exclusive of interest, subject to an appeal to the parish court in all cases when the a mount in dispute shall exceed ten dollars, excl
usive of interest. They shall have such criminal jurisdiction as shall be provided for by law. ART. 90. In any case when the judge may be recused, and when he is not personally interested in the matters in contestation, he shall select a lawyer, having the qua lifications required for a judge of his court, to tr
y such cases. And when the judge is personally interested in the suit, he shall call upon the parish or district judge, as the case may be, to try the case. ART. 91. The general assembly shall have power to vest in the parish judges the right to grant such order s and to do such acts as may be deemed necessa
ry for the furtherance of the administration of justice, and in all cases the power thus granted shall be specified and determined. ART. 92. There shall be an attorney-general for the State, who shall be elected by the qualified electors of the State at large. He shall receive a salary of five thousand dollars per a
nnum, payable quarterly, on his own warrant, and shall hold his office for four years. There shall be a district attorney for each judicial district of the State, who shall be elected by the qualified electors of the judicial district.. He shall receive a salary of fifteen hundred dollars, payable quarterly, on his own w
arrant, and shall hold his office for four years. ART. 93. There shall be a sheriff and coroner elected by the qualified electors of each parish. except the parish of Orleans. In the parish of Orleans there shall be elected by the qualified electors of the parish at large one sheriff for the criminal court, who shall b
e the executive officer of said court, and shall, have charge of the parish prison. There shall also be elected by the qualified electors of the parish at large one sheriff, who shall be the executive officer of the civil courts, and who shall perform all other duties heretofore devolving upon the sheriff of the paris
h of Orleans, except those herein delegated to the sheriff of the criminal court. The qualified electors of the city of New Orleans residing below the middle of Canal street shall elect one coroner for that district, and the qualified electors of the city of New Orleans residing above the middle of Canal street, tog
ether with those residing in that part of the parish known as Orleans, right bank, shall elect one coroner for that district. All of said officers shall hold their office for two years, and receive such fees of office as may be prescribed by law. ART. 94. No judicial powers, except as committing-magistrates in crimi
nal cases, shall be conferred on any officers other than those mentioned in this title, except such as may be necessary in towns and cities; and the judicial powers of such offices shall not extend further than the cognizances of cases arising under the police regulations of towns and cities in the State. In an
y case where such officers shall assume jurisdiction over other matters than those which may arise under police regulations, or under their jurisdiction as committing-magistrates, they shall be liable to an action of damages in favor of the party injured, or his heirs; and a verdict in favor of the party injured 
shall, ipso facto, operate a vacation of the office of said officer. TITLE V IMPEACHMENT ART. 95. The power of impeachment shall be vested in the house of representatives. ART. 96. Impeachments of the governor, lieutenant-governor, attorney-general, secretary of state, auditor of public accounts, State tre
asurer, superintendent of public education, and of the judges of the inferior courts, justices of the peace excepted, shall be tried by the senate; the chief-justice of the supreme court, or the senior associate judge thereof, shall preside during the trial of such impeachments. Impeachments of the judges of th
e supreme court shall be tried by the senate. When sitting as a court of impeachment, the senators shall be upon oath or affirmation, and no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the senators present. ART. 97. Judgments in cases of impeachments shall extend only to removal f
rom office, and disqualification from holding any office of honor, trust, or profit in the State; but the convicted parties shall, nevertheless, be subject to indictment, trial, and punishment, according to law. TITLE VI GENERAL PROVISIONS ART. 98. Every male person of the age of twenty-one years or upward,
 born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, and a resident of this State one year next preceding an election, and the last ten days within the parish in which he offers to vote, shall be deemed an elector, except those disfranchised by this constitution, and persons under i
nterdiction. ART. 99. The following persons shall be prohibited from voting and holding any office: All persons who shall have been convicted of treason, perjury, forgery, bribery, or other crime punishable in the penitentiary, and persons under interdiction. All persons who are estopped from claiming the ri
ght of suffrage by abjuring their allegiance to the United States Government, or by notoriously levying war against it, or adhering to its enemies, giving them aid or comfort, but who have not expatriated themselves, nor have been convicted of any of the crimes mentioned in the first paragraph of this article,
 are hereby restored to the said right, except the following: Those who held office, civil or military, for one year or more, under the organization styled "the Confederate States of America;" those who registered themselves as enemies of the United States; those who acted as leaders of guerrilla bands durin
g the late rebellion; those who, in the advocacy of treason, wrote or published newspaper articles or preached sermons during the late rebellion; and those who voted for and signed an ordinance of secession in any State. No person included in these exceptions shall either vote or hold office until he shall 
have relieved himself by voluntarily writing and signing a certificate setting forth that he acknowledges the late rebellion to have been morally and politically wrong, and that he regrets any aid and comfort he may have given it; and he shall file the certificate in the office of the secretary of state, and it shall 
be published in the official journal: Provided, That no person who, prior to the first of January, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, favored the execution of the laws of the United States popularly known as the reconstruction acts of Congress, and openly and actively assisted the loyal men of the State in their
 efforts to restore Louisiana to her position in the Union, shall be held to be included among those herein excepted. Registrars of voters shall take the oath of any such person as prima-facie evidence of the fact that he is entitled to the benefit of this proviso. ART. 100. Members of the general assembly and 
all other officers, before they enter upon the duties of their offices, shall take the following oath or affirmation: "I, [A. B.,] do solemnly swear [or affirm] that I accept the civil and political equality of all men, and agree not to attempt to deprive any person or persons, on account of race, color, or previous con
dition, of any political or civil right, privilege, or immunity enjoyed by any other class of men; that 1 will support the Constitution and laws of the United States, and the constitution and laws of this State, and that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform all the duties incumbent on me as, accordi
ng to the best of my ability and understanding: So help me God." ART. 101. Treason against the State shall consist only in levying war against it or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason except on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt ac
t, or on his confession in open court. ART. 102. All penalties shall be proportioned to the nature of the offence. ART. 103. The privilege of free suffrage shall be supported by laws regulating elections and prohibiting under adequate penalties all undue influence thereon from power, bribery, tumult, or other i
mproper practice. ART. 104. No money shall be drawn from the treasury but in pursuance of specific appropriations made by law. A statement and account of receipts and expenditures of all public moneys shall be made annually in such manner as shall be prescribed by law; and the first general assembly 
convening under this constitution shall make a special appropriation to liquidate whatever portion of the debt of this convention may at that time remain unpaid or unprovided for. ART. 105. All civil officers of the State at large shall be voters of and reside within the State; and all district or parish officers sh
all reside within their respective districts or parishes, and shall keep their offices at such place therein as may be required by law. ART. 106. All civil officers shall be removable by an address of two-thirds of the members-elect to each house of the general assembly, except those whose removal is otherwise
 provided for by this constitution. ART. 107. In all elections by the people the vote shall be taken by ballot; and in all elections by the senate and house of representatives, jointly or separately, the vote shall be given viva voce. ART. 108. None but citizens of the United States and of this State shall be appoint
ed to any office of trust or profit in this State. ART. 109. The laws, public records, and the judicial and legislative proceedings of the State shall be promulgated and preserved in the English language; and no laws shall require judicial process to be issued in any other than the English language. ART. 110. No
 ex post facto or retroactive law, nor any law impairing the obligation of contracts, shall be passed, nor vested rights be divested, unless for purposes of public utility and for adequate compensation made. ART. 111. Whenever the general assembly shall contract a debt exceeding in amount the sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars, unless, in case of war, to repel invasion or suppress insurrection, it shall, in the law creating the debt, provide adequate ways and means for the payment of the current interest and of the. principal when the same shall become due; and the said law shall be irrepealable until princi
pal and interest be full paid; or unless the repealing law contain some adequate provision for the payment of the principal and interest of the debt. ART. 112. The general assembly shall provide by law for all change of venue in civil and criminal cases. ART. 113. The general assembly may enact general laws
 regulating the adoption of children, emancipation of minors, and the granting of divorces; but no special law shall be passed relating to particular or individual cases. ART. 114. Every law shall express its object or objects in its title. ART. 115. No law shall be revived or amended by reference to its title; but i
n such case the revived or amended section shall be re-enacted and published at length. ART. 116. The general assembly shall never adopt any system or code of laws by general reference to such system or code of laws; but in all cases shall specify the several provisions of the law it may enact. ART. 117. 
No person shall hold or exercise at the same time more than one office of trust or profit, except that of justice of the peace or notary public. ART. 118. Taxation shall be equal and uniform throughout the State. All property shall be taxed in proportion to its value, to be ascertained as directed by law. The gen
eral assembly shall have power to exempt from taxation property actually used for church, school, or charitable purposes. The general assembly may levy an income-tax upon all persons pursuing any occupation, trade, or calling. And all such persons shall obtain a license as provided by law. All tax on inc
ome shall be pro rata on the amount of income or business done. And all deeds of sale made, or that may be made, by collectors of taxes shall be received by courts in evidence as prima facie valid sales. The general assembly shall levy a poll-tax on all male inhabitants of this State, over twenty-one years o
ld, for school and charitable purposes, which tax shall never exceed one dollar and fifty cents per annum. ART. 119. No liability, either State, parochial, or municipal, shall exist for any debts contracted for or in the interest of the rebellion against the United States Government. ART. 120. The general assemb
ly may determine the mode of filling vacancies in all offices for which provision is not made in this constitution. ART. 121. The general assembly shall pass no law requiring a property qualification for office. ART. 122. All officers shall continue to discharge the duties of their offices until their successors sh
all have been inducted into office, except in cases of impeachment or suspension. ART. 123. The general assembly shall provide for the protection of the rights of married women to their dotal and paraphernal property, and for the registration of the same; but no mortgage or privilege shall hereafter affect t
hird parties, unless recorded in the parish where the property to be affected is situated. The tacit mortgages and privileges now existing in this State shall cease to have effect against third persons after the 1st day of January, 1870, unless duly recorded. The general assembly shall provide by law for the re
gistration of all mortgages and privileges. ART. 124. The general assembly, at its first session under this constitution, shall provide an annual pension for the veterans of 1814 and 1815, residing in the State. ART. 125. The military shall be in subordination to the civil power. ART. 126. It shall be the duty of th
e general assembly to make it obligatory upon each parish to support all paupers residing within its limits. ART. 127. All agreements, the consideration of which was confederate money, notes, or bonds, are null and void, and shall not be enforced by the courts of this State. ART. 128. Contracts for the sale 
of persons are null and void, and shall not be enforced by the courts of this State. ART. 129. The State of Louisiana shall never assume nor pay any debt or obligation contracted or incurred in aid of the rebellion; nor shall this State ever, in any manner, claim from the United States, or make any allowance o
r compensation for slaves emancipated or liberated in any way whatever. ART. 130. All contracts made and entered into under the pretended authority of any government heretofore existing in this State, by which children were bound out without the knowledge or consent of their parents, are hereby declare
d null and void; nor shall any child be bound out to any one for any term of years, while either one of its parents live, without the consent of such parent, except in cases of children legally sent to the house of correction. ART. 131. The seat of government shall be established at the city of New Orleans, and 
shall not be removed without the consent of two-thirds of the members of both houses of the general assembly. ART. 132. All lands sold in pursuance of decrees of courts shall be divided into tracts of from ten to fifty acres. ART. 133. No judicial powers shall be exercised by clerks of courts. ART. 134. No s
oldier, sailor, or marine, in the military or naval service of the United States, shall hereafter acquire a residence in this State by reason of being stationed or doing duty in the same. TITLE VII PUBLIC EDUCATION ART. 135. The general assembly shall establish at least one free public school in every parish th
roughout the State, and shall provide for its support by taxation or otherwise. All children of this State between the years of six and twenty-one shall be admitted to the public schools or other institutions of learning sustained or established by the State in common, without distinction of race, color, or previ
ous condition. There shall be no separate schools or institutions of learning established exclusively for any race by the State of Louisiana. ART. 136. No municipal corporation shall make any rules or regulations contrary to the spirit and intention of article 135. ART. 137. There shall be elected by the qualifie
d voters of this State a superintendent of public education, who shall hold his office for four years. His duties shall be prescribed by law, and he shall have the supervision and the general control of all public schools throughout the State. He shall receive a salary of five thousand dollars per annum, payable
 quarterly, on his own warrant. ART. 138. The general exercises in the public schools shall be conducted in the English language. ART. 139. The proceeds of all lands heretofore granted by the United States for the use and support of public schools, and of all lands or other property which may hereafter be 
bequeathed for that purpose, and of all lands which may be granted or bequeathed to the State, and not granted or bequeathed expressly for any other purpose, which may hereafter be disposed of by the State, and the proceeds of all estates of deceased persons to which the State may be entitled by law, s
hall be held by the State as a loan, and shall be and remain a perpetual fund, on which the State shall pay an annual interest of 6 per cent., which interest, with the interest of the trust- fund deposited with this State by the United States under the act of Congress approved June the twenty-third, eighteen hun
dred and thirty-six, and the rent of the unsold land, shall be appropriated to the support of such schools; and this appropriation shall remain inviolable. ART. 140. No appropriation shall be made by the general assembly for the support or any private school or any private institution of learning whatever. AR
T. 141. One-half of the funds derived from the poll-tax herein provided for shall be appropriated exclusively to the support of the free public schools throughout the State and the University of New Orleans. ART. 142. A university shall be established and maintained in the city of New Orleans. It shall be comp


