
THE STATE CONSTITUTION OF MARYLAND. DECLARATION OF RIGHTS We, the people of the State of Maryland, grateful to Almighty God for our civil and religious liberty, and taking into our serious consideration the best means of establishing a good Constitution in this State for the sure foundation and more permanent security thereof, declare: ARTICLE 1. That all Gove
rnment of right originates from the People, is founded in compact only, and instituted solely for the good of the whole; and they have, at all times, the inalienable right to alter, reform or abolish their form of Government in such manner as they may deem expedient. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the 
constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 2. The Constitution of the United States, and the Laws made or which shall be made in pursuance thereof, and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the United States, are and shall be the Supreme La
w of the State; and the Judges of this State, and all the People of this State, are, and shall be bound thereby, anything in the Constitution or Law of this State to the contrary notwithstanding. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as 
sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 3. The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution thereof, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the People thereof. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution the
n continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 4. That the People of this State have the sole and exclusive right of regulating the internal government and police thereof, as a free, sovereign and independent State. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "article
s" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 5. That the Inhabitants of Maryland are entitled to the Common Law of England, and the trial by Jury, according to the course of that law, and to the benefit of such of the English statutes as exist
ed on the Fourth day of July, seventeen hundred and seventy-six; and which, by experience, have been found applicable to their local and other circumstances, and have been introduced, used and practiced by the Courts of Law or Equity; and also of all Acts of Assembly in force on the first day of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven; except such as may have since ex
pired, or may be inconsistent with the provisions of this Constitution; subject, nevertheless, to the revision of, and amendment or repeal by, the Legislature of this State. And the Inhabitants of Maryland are also entitled to all property derived to them from or under the Charter granted by His Majesty, Charles the First, to Caecilius Calvert, Baron of Baltimore. [Note: The Decl
aration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 6. That all persons invested with the Legislative or Executive powers of Government are Trustees of the Public, and as such, account
able for their conduct: Wherefore, whenever the ends of Government are perverted, and public liberty manifestly endangered, and all other means of redress are ineffectual, the People may, and of right ought to reform the old, or establish a new Government; the doctrine of non-resistance against arbitrary power and oppression is absurd, slavish and destructive of the goo
d and happiness of mankind. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 7. That the right of the People to participate in the Legislature is the best security of libe
rty and the foundation of all free Government; for this purpose elections ought to be free and frequent, and every white male citizen having the qualifications prescribed by the Constitution, ought to have the right of suffrage. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I
, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 8. That the Legislative, Executive and Judicial powers of Government ought to be forever separate and distinct from each other; and no person exercising the functions of one of said Departments shall assume or discharge the duties of any other. [Note: The Declaratio
n of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 9. That no power of suspending Laws or the execution of Laws, unless by, or derived from the Legislature, ought to be exercised, or allow
ed. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 10. That freedom of speech and debate, or proceedings in the Legislature, ought not to be impeached in any Cour
t of Judicature. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 11. That Annapolis be the place of meeting of the Legislature; and the Legislature ought not to be con
vened, or held at any other place but from evident necessity. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 12. That for the redress of grievances, and for amending
, strengthening, and for preserving the laws, the Legislature ought to be frequently convened. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 13. That every man hat
h a right to petition the Legislature for the redress of grievances in a peaceful and orderly manner. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 14. That no aid, ch
arge, tax, burthen or fees ought to be rated, or levied, under any pretence, without the consent of the Legislature. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 15. 
That the levying of taxes by the poll is grievous and oppressive, and ought to be prohibited; that paupers ought not to be assessed for the support of the Government; but every person in the State, or person holding property therein, ought to contribute his proportion of public taxes for the support of the Government, according to his actual worth in real or personal propert
y; yet fines, duties or taxes may properly and justly be imposed, or laid with a political view for the good government and benefit of the community. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing th
e Declaration of Rights.] ART. 16. That sanguinary Laws ought to be avoided as far as it is consistent with the safety of the State; and no Law to inflict cruel and unusual pains and penalties ought to be made in any case, or at any time, hereafter. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then co
ntinues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 17. That retrospective Laws, punishing acts committed before the existence of such Laws, and by them only declared criminal are oppressive, unjust and incompatible with liberty; wherefore, no ex post facto Law ought to be made; nor any retrosp
ective oath or restriction be imposed or required. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 18. That no Law to attaint particular persons of treason or felony ou
ght to be made in any case, or at any time, hereafter. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 19. That every man, for any injury done to him in person or prop
erty ought to have remedy by the course of the Law of the Land, and ought to have justice and right, freely without sale, fully without any denial, and speedily without delay, according to Law of the Land. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded thes
e articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 20. That the trial of facts, where they arise, is one of the greatest securities of the lives, liberties and estate of the People. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded t
hese articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 21. That in all criminal prosecutions, every man hath a right to be informed of the accusation against him; to have a copy of the Indictment, or Charge in due time (if required) to prepare for his defence; to be allowed counsel; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have pro
cess for his witnesses; to examine the witnesses for and against him on oath; and to a speedy trial by an impartial jury, without whose unanimous consent he ought not to be found guilty. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as se
ctions in the 9002 article representing  the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 22. That no man ought to be compelled to give evidence ag
ainst himself in a criminal case. ART. 23. That no man ought to be taken or imprisoned or disseized of his freehold, liberties or pri
vileges, or outlawed, or exiled, or in a ny manne r destroyed, or deprived of his life, liberty or property, but by the judgment of his peers, or 
by the Law of the Land. [Note: The De claration of Rights to  the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution the
n continues with Article I, we have co ded t hese articles as sections i n the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 24. That slavery shall not be
 re-established in this State; but, havi ng been abolished, under the policy and authority  of the United States, compensation in consideration thereof, is due from the United States.
 [Note: The Declaration of Rights to th e 1867 Con stitution includes 45 "articles," and no se ctions . Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as se
ctions in the 9002 article representing  the Declaration of Rig hts.] ART. 25. That excessive bail ought  not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishment inflicted by the
 Courts of Law. [Note: The Declaration  of Rights to the 1867 Co nstitution includes 45 "articles," and no sec tions. B ecause the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as secti
ons in the 9002 article representing th e De claration of Rights.] ART. 26. That all warrants, without oath or affirmation, to searc h suspected places, or to seize any person or property, are grievous and oppressive; and 
all general warrants to search suspec ted pla ces, or to apprehend suspected persons, without naming or describing the pl ace, or t he person in special, are illegal, an ought not to be granted. [Note: The Declaration of Righ
ts to the 1867 Constitution includes 45  "article s," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have cod ed these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] AR
T. 27. That no conviction shall work co rruption of blood or forefeiture of estate. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Con stitution in cludes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Articl
e I, we have coded these articles as se ctions in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 28. That a well regulated Militia is the proper and natural defence of a free Government. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1
867 Constitution includes 45 "articles, " and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these art icles as secti ons in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 29. That Standing Ar
mies are dangerous to liberty, and oug ht not to be raised, or kept up, without the consent of the Legislature. [Note: The Declaration of Rig hts to the 1867  Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then conti
nues with Article I, we have coded the se articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 30. That in all ca ses, and at all t imes, the military ought to be under strict subordination to, and control, of the civil powe
r. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to t he 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Ar ticle I, we hav e coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Righ
ts.] ART. 31. That no soldier shall, in ti me of peace, be quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, except in the manner prescribed  by Law. [No te: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no secti
ons. Because the constitution then co ntinues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 3 2. That no p erson except regular soldiers, marines, and mariners in the service of this State, or militi
a, when in actual service, ought, in an y case, to be subject to, or punishable by, Martial Law. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "article s," and no sectio ns. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles 
as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 33. That the independency and uprightness of Judges are essential to the impartial administrat ion of Justice, a nd a great security to the rights and liberties of the People; wherefore, the Judges shall 
not be removed, except in the manner, and for the causes, provided in this Constitution. No Judge shall hold any other office, civil or military or political trust, or employ ment of any ki nd whatsoever, under the constitution or laws of this State, or of the United States, or an
y of them; or receive fees, or perquisites of any kind, for the discharge of his official duties. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "article s," and no  sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these a
rticles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 34. That a long continuance in the Executive Departments of power or trust is dangero us to libert y; a rotation, therefore, in those Departments is one of the best securities of permanent 
freedom. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have  coded thes e articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 35
. That no person shall hold, at the same time, more than one office of profit, created by the Constitution or Laws of this State; nor shall any person in public trust receive any prese nt from any f oreig n Prince or State, or from the United States, or any of them, without the approbation of t
his State. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these  articles as section s in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 36. That as it is the du
ty of every man to worship God in such manner as he thinks most acceptable to Him, all persons are equally entitled to protection in their religious liberty; wherefore, no person ought, by any law to be molested in his person or estate, on account of his religious persuasion or profession, 
or for his religious practice, unless, under the color of religion, he shall disturb the good order, peace or safety of the State, or shall infringe the laws of morality, or injure others in their natural, civil or  religious rights; nor ought any person to be compelled to frequent, or maintain any pla
ce of worship or any ministry; nor shall any person, otherwise competent, be deemed incompetent ass a witness, or juror, on account of his religious belief; provided, he believes in the exis tenc e of Go d, and that under His dispensation such person will be held morally accountable for his
 acts, and be rewarded or punished therefor in this world or the world to come. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the cons titution the n contin ues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article represen
ting the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 37. That no religious test ought ever to be required as a qualification for any office of profit or trust in this State, other than a declaration of belief in the existence of God; no r shall the Legi slature prescribe any other oath of office than the oath prescribed by this Constitution.
 [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 arti cle representing th e Declaration of Rights.] ART. 38. That every gift, sale or devise of land to any Minister,
 Public Teacher or Preacher of the Gospel, as such, or to any Religious Sect, Order or Denomination, or to, or for the support, use or benefit of, or in trust for, any Minister, Public Teacher or Preacher of the Go spel, as such, or an y Religious Sect, Order or Denomination; and very gift or sale of goods, or chattels, to 
go in succession, or to take place after the death of the Seller or Donor, to or for such support, use or benefit; and also every devise of goods or chattels to or for the support, use or benefit of any Minister, Pu blic Teacher or Pre acher of the Gospel, as such, or any Religious Sect, Order or Denomination, without t
he prior or subsequent sanction of the Legislature, shall be void; except always, any sale, gift, lease or devise of any quantity of land, not exceeding five acres, for a church, meeting-house, or other house o f worship, or pa rsonage, or for a burying- ground, which shall be improved, enjoyed or used only for 
such purpose; or such sale, gift, lease or devise shall be void. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues wi th Article I, we  have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration
 of Rights.] Art. 39. That the manner of administering the oath or affirmation to any person ought to be such as those of the religious persuasion, profession, or denomination, of which he is a member, g enerally esteem  the most effectual confirmation by the attestation of the Divine Being. [Note: The Dec
laration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article rep resenting the D eclaration of Rights.] Art. 40. That the liberty of the press ought to be inviolably prese
rved; that every citizen of the State ought to be allowed to speak, write and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that privilege. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to t he 1867 Consti tution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continue
s with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 41. That monopolies are odious, contrary to the spirit of a free government and  the principles of commerce, and ought not to be suffered. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 18
67 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declarati on of Rights.] ART.  42. That no title of nobility or hereditary honors ought to granted in this State. [Note:
 The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9 002 article representing  the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 43. That the Legislature ought to encourage the diff
usion of knowledge and virtue, the extension of a judicious system of general education, the promotion of literature, the arts, sciences, agriculture, commerce and manufactures, and the general  amelioration of the con dition of the people. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includ
es 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART . 44. That the provisio ns of the Constitution of the United States, and of this State, apply as well in time of 
war as in time of peace; and any departure therefrom, or violation thereof, under the plea of necessity, or any other plea, is subversive of good government and tends to anarchy and despotism . [Note: The Declar ation of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Beca
use the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 45. This enumeration of Rights sh all not be constru ed to impair or deny others retained by the People. [Note: The Declaration of Rights 
to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article represen ting the Declaration  of Rights.] CONSTITUTION ARTICLE I ELECTIVE FRANCHISE SECTION 1. All electi
ons shall be by ballot; and every white male citizen of the United States, of the age of twenty-one years, or upwards, who has been a resident of the State for one year, and of the Legislati ve District of Balt imore city, or of the county, in which he may offer to vote, for six months next prec
eding the election, shall be entitled to vote, in the ward or election district in which he resides, at all elections hereafter to be held in this State; and in case any county or city shall be so divided as to form portions o f different electoral districts, for the elec
tion of Representatives in Congress, Senators, Delegates, or other Officers, then to entitle a person to vote for such officer, which shall form a part of the electoral district, in which he o ffers to vote , for six months next preceding the ele
ction; but a person, who shall have acquired a residence in such county or city, entitling him to vote at any such election, shall be entitled to vote in the election district from which he r em oved, until h e shall have acquired a residence in th
e part of the county or city to which he has removed. SEC. 2. No person above the age of twenty-one years, convicted of larceny or other infamous crime, unless pardoned by the Gover nor, shal l ever the reafter, be entitled to vote at any electi
on in this State; and no person under guardianship, as a lunatic, or as a person non compos mentis, shall be entitled to vote SEC. 3. If any person shall give, or offer to give, directly or in directly, any bribe, pre s ent, or reward, or any promise, or any s
ecurity, for the payment or the delivery of money, or any other thing, to induce any voter to refrain from casting his vote, or to prevent him in any way from voting, or to procure a vote for any candidate or pe rson prop osed, or voted for, as Elector of President and
 Vice-President of the United States, or Representative in Congress, or for any office of profit or trust, created by the Constitution or Laws of this State, or by the Ordinances, or Authority of the Mayor and City  Council o f Baltim ore, the person giving, or offering to give
, and the person receiving the same, and any person who gives, or causes to be given, an illegal vote, knowing it to be such, at any election to be hereafter held in this State, shall, on conviction in a Court of Law,  in addition  to the penalties now or hereafter to be imposed 
by law, be forever disqualified to hold any office or trust, or to vote at any election thereafter. SEC. 4. It shall be the duty of the General Assembly to pass Laws to punish, with fine and imprisonment, any person wh o shall remov e into a ny election district or precinct of any ward
 of the city of Baltimore, not for the purpose of acquiring a bona fide residence therein, but for the purpose of voting at an approaching election, or who shall vote in any election district or ward in which he does no t re side (except in the c ase prov ided for in this Article), or shall, at the sam
e election, vote in more than one election district, or precinct, or shall vote, or offer to vote, in any name not his own, or in place of any other person of the same name, or shall vote in any county in which he does not re side. SEC. 5. The General Assemb ly shall provide by law for a uniform Registr
ation of the names of all the voters in this State who possess the qualifications prescribed in this Article, which Registration shall be conclusive evidence to the Judges of election of the right of every person thus register ed to vo te at any election thereafter held in th is State; but no person shall vote at any elec
tion, Federal or State, hereafter to be held in this State, or at any municipal election in the City of Baltimore, unless his name appears in the list of registered voters; and until the General Assembly shall hereafter pass an Act for the Regi stration of the names of voters, the law in force on the first day of June, in the
 year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, in reference thereto, shall be continued in force, except so far as it may be inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitution; and the registry of voters, made in pursuance thereof, may be correc ted, as provided in said law; but the names of all persons shall be added to 
the list of qualified voters by the officers of Registration, who have the qualifications prescribed in the first section of this Article, and who are not disqualified under the provisions of the second and third sections thereof. SEC. 6. Every per son elected or appointed to any office of profit or trust, under this Constitut
ion, or under the laws, made pursuant thereto, shall, before he enters upon the duties of such office, take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation: I, -----, do swear, (or affirm, as the case may be,) that I will support the Constitution of t he United States; and that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to of; and that I 
will, to the best of my skill and judgment, diligently and faithfully, without partiality or prejudice, execute the office of ----, according to the Constitution and Laws of this State, (and, if a Governor, Senator, Member of the House of Delegates, or J udge), that I will not, directly or in dire ctly, receive the profits or any part of the profits of 
any other office during the term of my acting as ----- SEC. 7. Every person hereafter elected or appointed to office in this State, who shall refuse or neglect to take the oath or affirmation of office provided for in the sixth section of this Article, shall be considered as having refused t o accept the said office; and a new election or appointment shall be 
made, as in case of refusal to accept, or resignation of an office; and any person violating said oath shall, on conviction thereof, in a Court of Law, in addition to the penalties now or hereafter to be imposed by law, be thereafter incapable of holding any office of profit or trust in this State. ARTICLE II EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT SECTION 1. The executive power 
of the State shall be vested in a Governor, whose term of office shall commence on the second Wednesday of January next ensuing his election, and continue for four years, and until his successor shall have qualified; but the Governor chosen at the first election under this Consti tution shall not enter upon the discharge of the duties of the office until the expirat
ion of the term for which the present incumbent was elected; unless the said office shall become vacant by death, resignation, removal from the State, or other disqualification of the said incumbent. SEC. 2. An election for Governor, under this Constitution, shall be held on the Tue sday next after the first Monday of November, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-
seven, and on the same day and month in every fourth year thereafter, at the places of voting for delegates to the General Assembly; and every person qualified to vote for Delegates shall be qualified and entitled to vote for Governor; the election to be held in the same manner as the election of Delegates, and the returns thereof under seal to be addressed to the Spe
aker of the House of Delegates, and enclosed and transmitted to the Secretary of State, and delivered to said Speaker, at the commencement of the session of the General Assembly next ensuing said election. SEC. 3. The Speaker of the House of Delegate shall then open the said returns in the presence of both Houses; and the person having the highest number of votes, a
nd being constitutionally eligible, shall be the Governor, and shall qualify, in the manner herein prescribed, on the second Wednesday of January next ensuing his election, or as soon thereafter as may be practicable. SEC. 4. If two or more persons shall have the highest and an equal number of votes for Governor, one of them shall be chosen Governor by the Senate and H
ouse of Delegates. and all questions in relation to the eligibility of Governor, and to the returns of said elections, and to the number and legality of votes therein given, shall be determined by the House of Delegates; and if the person or persons, having the highest number of votes, be ineligible, the Governor shall be chosen by the Senate and House of Delegates. Every elec
tion of Governor by the General Assembly shall be determined by a joint majority of the Senate and House of Delegates, and the vote shall be taken viva voce. But if two or more persons shall have the highest and an equal number of votes, then a second vote shall be taken, which shall be confined to the persons having an equal number; and if the vote should again be equ
al, then the election of Governor shall be determined by lot between those who shall have the highest and an equal number on the first vote. SEC. 5. A person to be eligible to the office of Governor must have attained the age of thirty years, and must have been for ten years a citizen of the State of Maryland, and for five years next preceding his election a resident of the Stat
e, and, at the time of his election, a qualified voter therein. SEC. 6. In the case of death or resignation of the Governor, or of his removal from the State, or other disqualification, the General assembly, if in session, or if not, at their next session, shall elect some other qualified person to be Governor for the residue of the term for which the said Governor had been elected. SE
C. 7. In case of any vacancy in the office of Governor, during the recess of the Legislature, the President of the Senate shall discharge the duties of said office, until a Governor is elected, as herein provided for; and in case of the death or resignation of the said President, or of his removal from the State, or of his refusal to serve, then the duties of his said office shall, in like
 manner, and for the same interval, devolve upon the Speaker of the House of Delegates. And the Legislature may provide by Law, for the impeachment of the Governor; and in case of his conviction, or his inability, may declare what person shall perform the Executive duties; and for any vacancy in said office not herein provided for, provision may be made by Law; and if s
uch vacancy should occur without such provision being made, the Legislature shall be convened by the Secretary of State for the purpose of filling said vacancy. SEC. 8. The Governor shall be the Commander-in-Chief of the land and naval forces of the State; and may call out the Militia to repel invasions, suppress insurrections, and enforce the execution of the Laws; but s
hall not take the command in person, without the consent of the Legislature. SEC. 9. He shall take care that the Laws are faithfully executed. SEC. 10. He shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint all civil and military officers of the State, whose appointment or election is not otherwise herein provided for; unless a different mode of appoi
ntment be prescribed by the Law creating the office. SEC. 11. In case of any vacancy during the recess of the Senate, in any office which the Governor has power to fill, he shall appoint some suitable person to said office, whose commission shall continue in force until the end of the next session of the Legislature, or until some other person is appointed to the same office,
 whichever shall first occur; and the nomination of the person thus appointed during the recess, or of some other person in his place, shall be made to the Senate within thirty days after the next meeting of the Legislature. SEC. 12. No person after being, rejected by the Senate, shall be again nominated for the same office at the same session, unless' at the request of the Se
nate; or be appointed to the same office during the recess of the Legislature. SEC. 13. All civil officers appointed by the Governor and Senate, shall be nominated to the Senate within fifty days from the commencement of each regular session of the Legislature; and their term of office, except in cases otherwise provided for in this Constitution shall commence on the first M
onday of May next ensuing their appointment, and continue for two years, (unless removed from office), and until their successors, respectively, qualify according to Law; but the term of office of the Inspectors of Tobacco shall commence on the first Monday of March next ensuing their appointment. SEC. 14. If a vacancy shall occur during the session of the Senate, in any 
office which the Governor and Senate have the power to fill, the Governor shall nominate to the Senate; before its final adjournment, a proper person to fill said vacancy, unless such vacancy occurs within ten days before said final adjournment. SEC. 15. The Governor may suspend or arrest, any military officer of the State for disobedience of orders or other military offenc
e; and may remove him in pursuance of the sentence of a Court Martial; and may remove for incompetency or misconduct, all civil officers who receive appointment from the Executive for a term of years. SEC. 16. The Governor shall convene the Legislature, or the Senate alone, on extraordinary occasions; and whenever from the presence of an enemy, or from any other ca
use, the Seat of Government shall become an unsafe place for the meeting of the Legislature, he may direct their sessions to be held at some other convenient place. SEC. 17. To guard against hasty or partial legislation and encroachments of the Legislative Department upon the co-ordinate, Executive and Judicial Departments, every Bill which shall have passed the House
 of Delegates, and the Senate shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the Governor of the State; if he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it with his objections to the House in which it originated, which House shall enter the objections at large on its Journal and proceed to reconsider the Bill; if, after such reconsideration, three-fifths of the members elect
ed to that House shall pass the Bill, it shall be sent with the objections to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if it pass by three-fifths of the members elected to that House it shall become a law; but in all such cases the votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for and against the Bill shall 
be entered on the Journal of each House, respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within six days (Sundays excepted), after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he signed it, unless the General Assembly shall, by adjournment, prevent its return, in which case it shall not be a law. SEC. 18. It shall be the duty of 
the Governor, semiannually, (and oftener, if he deems it expedient), to examine under oath the Treasurer and Comptroller of the State on all matters pertaining to their respective offices, and inspect and review their bank and other account books. SEC. 19. He shall, from time to time, inform the Legislature of the condition of the State, and recommend to their consideration s
uch measures as he may judge necessary and expedient. SEC. 20. He shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons, except in cases of impeachment, and in cases in which he is prohibited by other Articles of this Constitution; and to remit fines and forfeitures for offences against the State; but shall not remit the principal or interest of any debt due the State, except in c
ases of fines and forfeitures; and before granting a nolle prosequi, or pardon, he shall give notice, in one or more newspapers, of the application made for it, and of the day on or after which his decision will be given; and in every case in which he exercises this power, he shall report to either Branch of the Legislature, whenever required, the petitions, recommendations and
 reasons which influenced his decision. SEC. 21. The Governor shall reside at the seat of government, and receive for his services an annual salary of four thousand five hundred dollars. SEC. 22. A Secretary of State shall be appointed by the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, who shall continue in office, unless sooner removed by the Governor, t
ill the end of the official term of the Governor from whom he received his appointment, and receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars, and shall reside at the seat of government; and the office of Private Secretary shall thenceforth cease. SEC. 23. The Secretary of State shall carefully keep and preserve a record of all official acts and proceedings, which may at all tim
es be inspected by a committee of either branch of the Legislature; and he shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by law, or as may properly belong to his office, together with all clerical duty belonging to the Executive Department. ARTICLE III LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT SECTION 1. The Legislature shall consist of two distinct branches a Senate and a Hou
se of Delegates-and shall be styled the General Assembly of Maryland. SEC. 2. Each County in the State, and each of the three Legislative Districts of Baltimore City, as they are now, or may hereafter be defined, shall be entitled to one Senator, who shall be elected by the qualified voters of the Counties, and of the Legislative Districts of Baltimore City, respectively, and sha
ll serve for four years from the date of his election, subject to the classification of Senators hereafter provided for. SEC. 3. Until the taking and publishing of the next National Census, or until the enumeration of the population of this State, under the authority thereof, the several counties and the City of Baltimore, shall have a representation in the House of Delegates, as foll
ows: Allegany County, five Delegates; Anne Arundel County, three Delegates; Baltimore County, six Delegates; each of the three Legislative Districts of the City of Baltimore, six Delegates; Calvert County, two Delegates; Caroline County, two Delegates; Carroll County, four Delegates; Cecil County, four Delegates; Charles Count , two Delegates; Dorchester County, three D
elegates; Frederick County, six Delegates; Harford County, four Delegates; Howard County, two Delegates; Kent County, two Delegates; Montgomery County, three Delegates; Prince George's County, three Delegates; Queen Anne's County, two Delegates; St. Mary's County, two Delegates; Somerset County, three Delegates; Talbot County, two Delegates; Washington Coun


