
THE STATE CONSTITUTION OF MARYLAND. DECLARATION OF RIGHTS We, the people of the State of Maryland, grateful to Almighty God for our civil and religious liberty, and taking into our serious consideration the best means of establishing a good Constitution in this State for the sure foundation and more permanent security thereof, declare: ARTICLE 1. That all Government of right originates from the People, is founded in compact only, and instituted solely 
for the good of the whole; and they have, at all times, the inalienable right to alter, reform or abolish their form of Government in such manner as they may deem expedient. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 2. The Constitution of the United State
s, and the Laws made or which shall be made in pursuance thereof, and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the United States, are and shall be the Supreme Law of the State; and the Judges of this State, and all the People of this State, are, and shall be bound thereby, anything in the Constitution or Law of this State to the contrary notwithstanding. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no se
ctions. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 3. The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution thereof, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the People thereof. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution th
en continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 4. That the People of this State have the sole and exclusive right of regulating the internal government and police thereof, as a free, sovereign and independent State. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded t
hese articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 5. That the Inhabitants of Maryland are entitled to the Common Law of England, and the trial by Jury, according to the course of that law, and to the benefit of such of the English statutes as existed on the Fourth day of July, seventeen hundred and seventy-six; and which, by experience, have been found applicable to their local and other circumstances, and have been introdu
ced, used and practiced by the Courts of Law or Equity; and also of all Acts of Assembly in force on the first day of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven; except such as may have since expired, or may be inconsistent with the provisions of this Constitution; subject, nevertheless, to the revision of, and amendment or repeal by, the Legislature of this State. And the Inhabitants of Maryland are also entitled to all property derived to them from or under the Charter 
granted by His Majesty, Charles the First, to Caecilius Calvert, Baron of Baltimore. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 6. That all persons invested with the Legislative or Executive powers of Government are Trustees of the Public, and as such, ac
countable for their conduct: Wherefore, whenever the ends of Government are perverted, and public liberty manifestly endangered, and all other means of redress are ineffectual, the People may, and of right ought to reform the old, or establish a new Government; the doctrine of non-resistance against arbitrary power and oppression is absurd, slavish and destructive of the good and happiness of mankind. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution i
ncludes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 7. That the right of the People to participate in the Legislature is the best security of liberty and the foundation of all free Government; for this purpose elections ought to be free and frequent, and every white male citizen having the qualifications prescribed by the Con
stitution, ought to have the right of suffrage. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 8. That the Legislative, Executive and Judicial powers of Government ought to be forever separate and distinct from each other; and no person exercising the functio
ns of one of said Departments shall assume or discharge the duties of any other. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 9. That no power of suspending Laws or the execution of Laws, unless by, or derived from the Legislature, ought to be exercised
, or allowed. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 10. That freedom of speech and debate, or proceedings in the Legislature, ought not to be impeached in any Court of Judicature. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 4
5 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 11. That Annapolis be the place of meeting of the Legislature; and the Legislature ought not to be convened, or held at any other place but from evident necessity. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the const
itution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 12. That for the redress of grievances, and for amending, strengthening, and for preserving the laws, the Legislature ought to be frequently convened. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these a
rticles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 13. That every man hath a right to petition the Legislature for the redress of grievances in a peaceful and orderly manner. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 14. Th
at no aid, charge, tax, burthen or fees ought to be rated, or levied, under any pretence, without the consent of the Legislature. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 15. That the levying of taxes by the poll is grievous and oppressive, and ought to be
 prohibited; that paupers ought not to be assessed for the support of the Government; but every person in the State, or person holding property therein, ought to contribute his proportion of public taxes for the support of the Government, according to his actual worth in real or personal property; yet fines, duties or taxes may properly and justly be imposed, or laid with a political view for the good government and benefit of the community. [Note: The Declaration of
 Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 16. That sanguinary Laws ought to be avoided as far as it is consistent with the safety of the State; and no Law to inflict cruel and unusual pains and penalties ought to be made in any case, or at any time, hereafter. [Note: The Declarati
on of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 17. That retrospective Laws, punishing acts committed before the existence of such Laws, and by them only declared criminal are oppressive, unjust and incompatible with liberty; wherefore, no ex post facto Law ought to be made
; nor any retrospective oath or restriction be imposed or required. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 18. That no Law to attaint particular persons of treason or felony ought to be made in any case, or at any time, hereafter. [Note: The Declaration 
of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 19. That every man, for any injury done to him in person or property ought to have remedy by the course of the Law of the Land, and ought to have justice and right, freely without sale, fully without any denial, and speedily without del
ay, according to Law of the Land. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 20. That the trial of facts, where they arise, is one of the greatest securities of the lives, liberties and estate of the People. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constituti
on includes 45 "articles" and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 21. That in all criminal prosecutions, every man hath a right to be informed of the accusation against him; to have a copy of the Indictment, or Charge in due time (if required) to prepare for his defence; to be allowed counsel; to be confronted with the witnesses aga
inst him; to have process for his witnesses; to examine the witnesses for and against him on oath; and to a speedy trial by an impartial jury, without whose unanimous consent he ought not to be found guilty. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 2
2. That no man ought to be compelled to give evidence against himself in a criminal case. ART. 23. That no man ought to be taken or imprisoned or disseized of his freehold, liberties or privileges, or outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner destroyed, or deprived of his life, liberty or property, but by the judgment of his peers, or by the Law of the Land. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constit
ution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 24. That slavery shall not be re-established in this State; but, having been abolished, under the policy and authority of the United States, compensation in consideration thereof, is due from the United States. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constituti
on then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 25. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishment inflicted by the Courts of Law. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as s
ections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 26. That all warrants, without oath or affirmation, to search suspected places, or to seize any person or property, are grievous and oppressive; and all general warrants to search suspected places, or to apprehend suspected persons, without naming or describing the place, or the person in special, are illegal, an ought not to be granted. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution i
ncludes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the  constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing th
e Declaration of Rights.] ART. 27. That no convictio n shall work corruption of blood or forefeiture of estate. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution incl
udes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the co nstitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the D
eclaration of Rights.] ART. 28. That a well regulated Militia is the pro per and natural defence of a free Government. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "
articles," and no sections. Because the constitution  then continues with Arti cle I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 29. Th
at Standing Armies are dangerous to liberty, and ou ght n ot to be raised, or kept up, with out the consent of the Legislature. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," an
d no sections. Because the constitution then contin ues with Article I, we have coded these articles as section s in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 30. That in all cases, and at all times, the military o
ught to be under strict subordination to, and control , of the civil power. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 186 7 Co nstitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have co
ded these articles as sections in the 9002 article rep resenting the D eclaration of Rights.] ART. 31. That no soldier sha ll, in tim e of peace, be quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, except in the manner pre
scribed by Law. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to t he 1867 Constitution includ es 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the co nstitution  then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declarati
on of Rights.] ART. 32. That no person except regula r soldiers, marines, and mari ners in the service of this State, or militia, when in a ctual servi ce, ought, in any case, to be subject to, or punishable by, Martial Law. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 C
onstitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. B ec ause the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sectio ns in the 9 002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 33. That the independency and uprightness of Judges are e
ssential to the impartial administration of Justice, an d a gre at security to the rights and liberties of the People; wherefore, the Judges shall not be remov ed, except in the manner, and for the causes, provided in this Constitution. No Judge shall hold any other office, civil or militar
y or political trust, or employment of any kind whats oever, u nder the constitution or laws of this State, or of the United States, or any of them; or receive fe es, or perq uisites of any kind, for the discharge of his official duties. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution i
ncludes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article repr esenting th e Declaration of Rights.] ART. 34. That a long continuance in the Executive Departments of power or trust is danger
ous to liberty; a rotation, therefore, in those Departm ents is one of the best securities of permanent freedom. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constit ution include s 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these article
s as sections in the 9002 article representing the Dec laration of Rights.] ART. 35. That no person shall hold, at the same time, more than one office of profit, created by t he Constitutio n or Laws of this State; nor shall any person in public trust receive any present from any foreign Prince or State, or 
from the United States, or any of them, without the a pprobation of this State. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no section s. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing 
the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 36. That as it is the d uty of every man to worship God in such manner as he thinks most acceptable to Him, all persons are equally entitled t o protection in th eir religious liberty; wherefore, no person ought, by any law to be molested in his person or estate, on account of h
is religious persuasion or profession, or for his religi ous practice, unless, under the color of religion, he shall disturb the good order, peace or safety of the State, or shall infri nge the laws of m orality, or injure others in their natural, civil or religious rights; nor ought any person to be compelled to frequent, 
or maintain any place of worship or any ministry; no r shall any person, otherwise competent, be deemed incompetent ass a witness, or juror, on account of his religious belief; pr ovided, he believe s in the existence of God, and that under His dispensation such person will be held morally accountable for his act
s, and be rewarded or punished therefor in this world  or the world to come. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the  constitution the n continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration
 of Rights.] ART. 37. That no religious test ought ever  to be required as a qualification for any office of profit or trust in this State, other than a declaration of belief in the existence of God; nor shall the Leg islature prescri be any other oath of office than the oath prescribed by this Constitution. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 18
67 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no section s. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Right s.] ART. 38. Th at every gift, sale or devise of land to any Minister, Public Teacher or Preacher of the Gospel, as such, or to any Re
ligious Sect, Order or Denomination, or to, or for the support, use or benefit of, or in trust for, any Minister, Public Teacher or Preacher of the Gospel, as such, or any Religious Sect, Order or Denomination; and very gift or sale of go ods, or chattels, to go in succession, or to take place after the death of the Seller or Donor, to or for such support,
 use or benefit; and also every devise of goods or ch attels to or for the support, use or benefit of any Minister, Public Teacher or Preacher of the Gospel, as such, or any Religious Sect, Order or Denomination, with out the prior or subs equent sanction of the Legislature, shall be void; except always, any sale, gift, lease or devise of any quantity of l
and, not exceeding five acres, for a church, meeting-house, or other house of worship, or parsonage, or for a burying- ground, which shall be improved, enjoyed or used only for such purpose; or such sale, gift, lea se or devise shall b e void. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because 
the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] Art. 39. That the manner of administering the oath or affirmation t o any person ou ght to be such as those of the religious persuasion, profession, or denomination, of which he is a member, gener
ally esteem the most effectual confirmation by the attestation of the Divine Being. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then c ontinues wit h Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] Ar
t. 40. That the liberty of the press ought to be inviolably preserved; that every citizen of the State ought to be allowed to speak, write and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that privileg e. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the 
constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 41. That monopolies are odious, contrary to the spirit of a free g overnment a nd the principles of commerce, and ought not to be suffered. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constit
ution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 42. Tha t no title of no b ility or hereditary honors ought to granted in this State. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution
 includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 43. That the Legislatur e ought to enco urage  the diffusion of knowledge and virtue, the extension of a judicious system of general education, the promotion 
of literature, the arts, sciences, agriculture, commerce and manufactures, and the general amelioration of the condition of the people. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sectio ns. Because the consti tution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the
 Declaration of Rights.] ART. 44. That the provisions of the Constitution of the United States, and of this State, apply as well in time of war as in time of peace; and any departure therefrom, or violation thereof, under the plea of nec essity, or any other plea, is subversive of good government and tends to anarchy and despotism. [Note: The Declaration of Rights t
o the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] ART. 45. Thi s enumeration of R ights shall not be construed to impair or deny others retained by the People. [Note: The Declaration of Rights to
 the 1867 Constitution includes 45 "articles," and no sections. Because the constitution then continues with Article I, we have coded these articles as sections in the 9002 article representing the Declaration of Rights.] CONSTITUTION  ARTICL E I ELECTIVE FRANCHISE SECTION 1. All elections shall be by ballot; and every white male citizen of the United
 States, of the age of twenty-one years, or upwards, who has been a resident of the State for one year, and of the Legislative District of Baltimore city, or of the county, in which he may offer to vote, for six months next preceding the elec tion, s hall be e ntitled to vote, in the ward or election district in which he resides, at all elections hereafter to be held in this Stat
e; and in case any county or city shall be so divided as to form portions of different electoral districts, for the election of Representatives in Congress, Senators, Delegates, or other Officers, then to entitle a person to vote for such officer, wh ich shall for m a part o f the electoral district, in which he offers to vote, for six months next preceding the election; but a person, who 
shall have acquired a residence in such county or city, entitling him to vote at any such election, shall be entitled to vote in the election district from which he removed, until he shall have acquired a residence in the part of the county or city to which he has re moved. SEC . 2 . No person above the age of twenty-one years, convicted of larceny or other infamous crime, unless pardoned 
by the Governor, shall ever thereafter, be entitled to vote at any election in this State; and no person under guardianship, as a lunatic, or as a person non compos mentis, shall be entitled to vote SEC. 3. If any person shall give, or offer to give, directly or indirec tly, any bribe, present , or reward, or any promise, or any security, for the payment or the delivery of money, or any other thing, to ind
uce any voter to refrain from casting his vote, or to prevent him in any way from voting, or to procure a vote for any candidate or person proposed, or voted for, as Elector of President and Vice-President of the United States, or Representative in Congress, or fo r any office of profit or  trust, created by the Constitution or Laws of this State, or by the Ordinances, or Authority of the Mayor and Cit
y Council of Baltimore, the person giving, or offering to give, and the person receiving the same, and any person who gives, or causes to be given, an illegal vote, knowing it to be such, at any election to be hereafter held in this State, shall, on conviction in a C ourt of Law, in addition  to the penalties now or hereafter to be imposed by law, be forever disqualified to hold any office or trust, or to 
vote at any election thereafter. SEC. 4. It shall be the duty of the General Assembly to pass Laws to punish, with fine and imprisonment, any person who shall remove into any election district or precinct of any ward of the city of Baltimore, not for the purpose  of acquiring a bona fi de residence therein, but for the purpose of voting at an approaching election, or who shall vote in any electio
n district or ward in which he does not reside (except in the case provided for in this Article), or shall, at the same election, vote in more than one election district, or precinct, or shall vote, or offer to vote, in any name not his own, or in place of any other pe rson of the same n ame, or shall vote in any county in which he does not reside. SEC. 5. The General Assembly shall provide by l
aw for a uniform Registration of the names of all the voters in this State who possess the qualifications prescribed in this Article, which Registration shall be conclusive evidence to the Judges of election of the right of every person thus registered to vot e at any election thereafter held in this State; but no person shall vote at any election, Federal or State, hereafter to be held in t
his State, or at any municipal election in the City of Baltimore, unless his name appears in the list of registered voters; and until the General Assembly shall hereafter pass an Act for the Registration of the names of voters, the law in force on the first da y of June, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, in reference thereto, shall be continued in force, except so far as it ma
y be inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitution; and the registry of voters, made in pursuance thereof, may be corrected, as provided in said law; but the names of all persons shall be added to the list of qualified voters by the officers of Regi stration, who have the qualifications prescribed in the first section of this Article, and who are not disqualified under the provisio
ns of the second and third sections thereof. SEC. 6. Every person elected or appointed to any office of profit or trust, under this Constitution, or under the laws, made pursuant thereto, shall, before he enters upon the duties of such office, take and su bscribe the followi ng oath or affirmation: I, -----, do swear, (or affirm, as the case may be,) that I will support the Constitution of t
he United States; and that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to of; and that I will, to the best of my skill and judgment, diligently and faithfully, without partiality or prejudice, execute the office of ----, according to the Constitution and Laws of thi s State, (and, if a Governor, Senator, Member of the House of Delegates, or Judge), that I will not, directly or indirectly, receive t
he profits or any part of the profits of any other office during the term of my acting as ----- SEC. 7. Every person hereafter elected or appointed to office in this State, who shall refuse or neglect to take the oath or affirmation of office provided for in th e sixth section of t his Article, shall be considered as having refused to accept the said office; and a new election or appointmen
t shall be made, as in case of refusal to accept, or resignation of an office; and any person violating said oath shall, on conviction thereof, in a Court of Law, in addition to the penalties now or hereafter to be imposed by law, be thereafter incapable  of holding any offic e of profit or trust in this State. ARTICLE II EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT SECTION 1. The executive power of th
e State shall be vested in a Governor, whose term of office shall commence on the second Wednesday of January next ensuing his election, and continue for four years, and until his successor shall have qualified; but the Governor chosen at th e first election under this Constitution shall not enter upon the discharge of the duties of the office until the expiration of the term for w
hich the present incumbent was elected; unless the said office shall become vacant by death, resignation, removal from the State, or other disqualification of the said incumbent. SEC. 2. An election for Governor, under this Constitution, shall b e held on the Tuesday next af ter the first Monday of November, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and on the same day and m
onth in every fourth year thereafter, at the places of voting for delegates to the General Assembly; and every person qualified to vote for Delegates shall be qualified and entitled to vote for Governor; the election to be held in the same manner  as the election of Delegates , and the returns thereof under seal to be addressed to the Speaker of the House of Delegates, and enclosed 
and transmitted to the Secretary of State, and delivered to said Speaker, at the commencement of the session of the General Assembly next ensuing said election. SEC. 3. The Speaker of the House of Delegate shall then open the said returns  in the presence of both H ouses; and the person having the highest number of votes, and being constitutionally eligible, shall be the G
overnor, and shall qualify, in the manner herein prescribed, on the second Wednesday of January next ensuing his election, or as soon thereafter as may be practicable. SEC. 4. If two or more persons shall have the highest and an equal nu mber of votes for Gover nor, one of them shall be chosen Governor by the Senate and House of Delegates. and all questions in relati
on to the eligibility of Governor, and to the returns of said elections, and to the number and legality of votes therein given, shall be determined by the House of Delegates; and if the person or persons, having the highest number of votes, b e ineligible, the Gover nor shall be chosen by the Senate and House of Delegates. Every election of Governor by the General Asse
mbly shall be determined by a joint majority of the Senate and House of Delegates, and the vote shall be taken viva voce. But if two or more persons shall have the highest and an equal number of votes, then a second vote shall be taken , which shall be confi ned to the persons having an equal number; and if the vote should again be equal, then the election of Gove
rnor shall be determined by lot between those who shall have the highest and an equal number on the first vote. SEC. 5. A person to be eligible to the office of Governor must have attained the age of thirty years, and must have been fo r ten years a citizen of t he State of Maryland, and for five years next preceding his election a resident of the State, and, at the time o
f his election, a qualified voter therein. SEC. 6. In the case of death or resignation of the Governor, or of his removal from the State, or other disqualification, the General assembly, if in session, or if not, at their next session, shall elec t some other qualifie d person to be Governor for the residue of the term for which the said Governor had been elected. SEC. 7. In
 case of any vacancy in the office of Governor, during the recess of the Legislature, the President of the Senate shall discharge the duties of said office, until a Governor is elected, as herein provided for; and in case of the death or r esignation of the  said President, or of his removal from the State, or of his refusal to serve, th
en the duties of his said office shall, in like manner, and for the same interval, devolve upon the Speaker of the House of Delegates. And the Legislature may provide by Law, for the impeachment of the Governor; and in case of his c onviction, or hi s inability, may declare what person shall perform the 
Executive duties; and for any vacancy in said office not herein provided for, provision may be made by Law; and if such vacancy should occur without such provision being made, the Legislature shall be convened by the Secretary  of State for th e purpose of filling said vacancy. SEC. 8. The Govern
or shall be the Commander-in-Chief of the land and naval forces of the State; and may call out the Militia to repel invasions, suppress insurrections, and enforce the execution of the Laws; but shall not take the command in person,  witho ut the consen t of the Legislature. SEC. 9. He shall take care that th
e Laws are faithfully executed. SEC. 10. He shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint all civil and military officers of the State, whose appointment or election is not otherwise herein provided for ; unless a di fferent mod e of appointment be prescribed by the Law creating th
e office. SEC. 11. In case of any vacancy during the recess of the Senate, in any office which the Governor has power to fill, he shall appoint some suitable person to said office, whose commission shall continue in force until the en d of the next se ssion of the  L egislature, or until some other person is appointed to 
the same office, whichever shall first occur; and the nomination of the person thus appointed during the recess, or of some other person in his place, shall be made to the Senate within thirty days after the next meeting of the Legislature. SEC. 12. No person  after being,  reject ed by the Senate, shall be again nominated for the sam
e office at the same session, unless' at the request of the Senate; or be appointed to the same office during the recess of the Legislature. SEC. 13. All civil officers appointed by the Governor and Senate, shall be nominated to the Senate within fifty days from  the comme ncement  of each regular session of the Legislature; and their te
rm of office, except in cases otherwise provided for in this Constitution shall commence on the first Monday of May next ensuing their appointment, and continue for two years, (unless removed from office), and until their successors, respectively, qualify accord ing to Law; b ut the ter m of office of the Inspectors of Tobacco shall commenc
e on the first Monday of March next ensuing their appointment. SEC. 14. If a vacancy shall occur during the session of the Senate, in any office which the Governor and Senate have the power to fill, the Governor shall nominate to the Senate; before its final adjourn ment, a proper  person to fill said vacancy, unless such vacancy occurs within t
en days before said final adjournment. SEC. 15. The Governor may suspend or arrest, any military officer of the State for disobedience of orders or other military offence; and may remove him in pursuance of the sentence of a Court Martial; and may remove for inco mpetency or misco nduct, al l civil officers who receive appointment from the Executiv
e for a term of years. SEC. 16. The Governor shall convene the Legislature, or the Senate alone, on extraordinary occasions; and whenever from the presence of an enemy, or from any other cause, the Seat of Government shall become an unsafe place for the meetin g of  the Legislature, he may direct the ir sessions to be held at some other convenient place. SE
C. 17. To guard against hasty or partial legislation and encroachments of the Legislative Department upon the co-ordinate, Executive and Judicial Departments, every Bill which shall have passed the House of Delegates, and the Senate shall, before it becomes a law, be pr esented to the Governor of  the State; i f he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it with
 his objections to the House in which it originated, which House shall enter the objections at large on its Journal and proceed to reconsider the Bill; if, after such reconsideration, three-fifths of the members elected to that House shall pass the Bill, it shall be sent with the ob jection s to the other House, by which it shall likewise  be reconsidered, and if it pass by three-fifths of the member
s elected to that House it shall become a law; but in all such cases the votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House, respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the Governor within six days (Sundays exce pted), after it shall have been presented to him, the same sha
ll be a law in like manner as if he signed it, unless the General Assembly shall, by adjournment, prevent its return, in which case it shall not be a law. SEC. 18. It shall be the duty of the Governor, semiannually, (and oftener, if he deems it expedient), to examine under oath the Treasurer and Co mptroller of the State on all matters pe rtaining to their respective offices, and inspect and review the
ir bank and other account books. SEC. 19. He shall, from time to time, inform the Legislature of the condition of the State, and recommend to their consideration such measures as he may judge necessary and expedient. SEC. 20. He shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons, except in ca ses of impeachment, and in cases in which he is prohibited by other Articles of this Constitution;
 and to remit fines and forfeitures for offences against the State; but shall not remit the principal or interest of any debt due the State, except in cases of fines and forfeitures; and before granting a nolle prosequi, or pardon, he shall give notice, in one or more newspapers, of the application made for it, and of the day on or after w hich his decision will be given; and in every case in which he ex
ercises this power, he shall report to either Branch of the Legislature, whenever required, the petitions, recommendations and reasons which influenced his decision. SEC. 21. The Governor shall reside at the seat of government, and receive for his services an annual salary of four thousand five hu ndred dollars. SEC. 22. A Secretary of Stat e shall be appointed by the Governor, by and with the advice and
 consent of the Senate, who shall continue in office, unless sooner removed by the Governor, till the end of the official term of the Governor from whom he received his appointment, and receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars, and shall reside at the seat of government; and the office of Priv ate Secretary shall thenceforth cease. SE C. 23. The Secretary of State shall carefully keep and preserve a re
cord of all official acts and proceedings, which may at all times be inspected by a committee of either branch of the Legislature; and he shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by law, or as may properly belong to his office, together with all clerical duty belonging to the Executive Departm ent. ARTICLE III LEGISLATIVE DEPARTM ENT SEC TION 1. The Legislature shall consist of two distinct branches a Senate
 and a House of Delegates-and shall be styled the General Assembly of Maryland. SEC. 2. Each County in the State, and each of the three Legislative Districts of Baltimore City, as they are now, or may hereafter be defined, shall be entitled to one Senator, who shall be elected by the qualified voters of the C ounties, and of the Legislative Districts o f Baltimore City, respectively, and shall serve for four years from the date of his election, s
ubject to the classification of Senators hereafter provided for. SEC. 3. Until the taking and publishing of the next National Census, or until the enumeration of the population of this State, under the authority thereof, the several counties and the City of Baltimore, shall have a representation in the House of Delegates, as follows: Allegany County, five Delegates; Anne Arundel County, three Delegates; Baltimore County, six Delegates; each of the three 
Legislative Districts of the City of Baltimore, six Delegates; Calvert County, two Delegates; Caroline County, two Delegates; Carroll County, four Delegates; Cecil County, four Delegates; Charles Count , two Delegates; Dorchester County, three Delegates; Frederick County, six Delegates; Harford County, four Delegates; Howard County, two Delega tes; Kent County, two Delegates; Montgomery County, three Delegates; Prince George's County, three De
legates; Queen Anne's County, two Delegates; St. Mary's County, two Delegates; Somerset County, three Delegates; Talbot County, two Delegates; Washington County, five Delegates, and Worcester County, three Delegates SEC. 4. As soon as may be after the taking and publishing of the next National Census, or after the enumeration of the pop ulation of this State, under the authority thereof, there shall be an apportionment of representation in the Ho
use of Delegates, to be made on the following basis, to wit: Each of the several Counties of the State having a population of eighteen thousand souls, or less, shall be entitled to two Delegates, and every County having a population of over eighteen thousand, and less than twenty-eight thousand souls, shall be entitled to three Delegates; and eve ry County having a population of twenty-eight thousand, and less than forty thousand souls, shall be entitled t
o four Delegates; and every County having a population of forty thousand, and less than fifty-five thousand souls, shall be entitled to five Delegates; and every County having a population of fifty-five thousand souls, and upwards, shall be entitled to six Delegates, and no more; and each of the three Legislative Districts of the City of Baltimore sha ll be entitled to the number of Delegates to which the largest County shall or may, be entitled, under the aforegoin
g apportionment. And the General Assembly shall have power to provide by law, from time to time, for altering and changing the boundaries of the three existing Legislative Districts of the City of Baltimore, so as to make them, as near as may be, of equal population; but said Districts shall always consist of contiguous territory. SEC. 5. Immediately after the taking and publishing of the next National Census, or after any State enumeration of population, as aforesai
d, it shall be the duty of the Governor, then being, to arrange the representation in said House of Delegates in accordance with the apportionment herein provided for; and to declare, by Proclamation, the number of Delegates to which each County and the City of Baltimore may be entitled under such apportionment; and after every National Census taken thereafter, or after any State enumeration of population thereafter made, it shall be the duty of the Governor, for 
the time being, to make similar adjustment of representation, and to declare the same by Proclamation, as aforesaid. SEC. 6. The members of the House of Delegates shall be elected by the qualified voters of the Counties, and the Legislative Districts of Baltimore City, respectively, to serve for two years from the day of their election. SEC. 7. The first election for Senators and Delegates shall take place on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in the month of Nove
mber, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven; and the election for Delegates, and as nearly as practicable, for one-half of the Senators shall be held on the same day in every second year thereafter. SEC. 8. Immediately after the Senate shall have convened, after the first election, under this Constitution, the Senators shall be divided by lot into two classes, as nearly equal in number as may be. Senators of the first class shall go out of office at the expiration of two years,
 and Senators shall be elected on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in the month of November, eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, for the term of four years, to supply their places; so that, after the first election, one-half of the Senators ma y be chosen every second year. In case the number of Senators be hereafter increased, such classification of the additional Senators shall be made as to preserve, as nearly as may be, an equal number in each class. SEC. 9. 
No person shall be eligible as a Senator or Delegate who, at the time of his election, is not a citizen of the State of Maryland, and who has not resided therein for at least three years next preceding the day of his election, and the last year thereof, in the County, or in the Legislative District of Baltimore City, which he may be chosen to represent, if such County or Legislative District of said City shall have been so long established; and if not, then the County or City, fr
om which, in whole or in part, the same may have been formed; nor shall any person be eligible as a Senator unless he shall have attained the age of twenty-five years, nor as a Delegate unless he shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, at the time of his election. SEC. 10. No member of Congress, or person holding any civil or military office under the United States shall be eligible as a Senator or Delegate; and if any person shall, after his election as Senato
r or Delegate, be elected to Congress, or be appointed to any office, civil or military, under the Government of the United States, his acceptance thereof shall vacate his seat. SEC. 11. No Minister or Preacher of the Gospel, or of any religious creed or denomination, and no person holding any civil office of profit or trust under this State, except Justices of the Peace, shall be eligible as Senator or Delegate. SEC. 12. No Collector, Receiver or holder of public money sh
all be eligible as Senator or Delegate, or to any office, of profit or trust under this State, until he shall have accounted for and paid into the Treasury all sums on the books thereof charged to and due by him. SEC. 13. In case of death, disqualification, resignation, refusal to act, expulsion, or removal from the county or city for which he shall have been elected, of any person who shall have been chosen as a Delegate or Senator, or in case of a tie between two or more
 such qualified persons, a warrant of election shall be issued by the Speaker of the House of Delegates, or President of the Senate, as the case may be, for the election of another person in his place, of which election not less than ten days notice shall be given, exclusive of the day of the publication of the notice and of the day of election; and if during the recess of the Legislature, and more than ten days before its termination, such death shall occur, or such resig
nation, refusal to act or disqualification be communicated in writing to the Governor by the person so resigning, refusing or disqualified, it shall be the duty of the Governor to issue a warrant of election to supply the vacancy thus created, in the same manner the said Speaker or President might have done during the session of the General Assembly; provided, however, that unless a meeting of the General Assembly may intervene, the election thus ordered to fill s
uch vacancy shall be held on the day of the ensuing election for Delegates and Senators. SEC. 14. The General Assembly shall meet on the first Wednesday of January, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, and on the same day in every second year thereafter, and at no other time, unless convened by Proclamation of the Governor. SEC. 15. The General Assembly may continue its session so long as in its judgment the public interest may require, for a period not longe
r than ninety days; and each member thereof shall receive a compensation of five dollars per diem for every day he shall attend the session, but not for such days as he may be absent, unless absent on account of sickness or by leave of the House of which he is a member; and he shall also receive such mileage as may be allowed by law, not exceeding twenty cents per mile; and the presiding officer of each House shall receive an additional compensation of three 
dollars per day. When the General Assembly shall be convened by Proclamation of the Governor, the session shall not continue longer than thirty days, and in such case the compensation shall be the same as herein prescribed. SEC. 16. No book, or other printed matter, not appertaining to the business of the session, shall be purchased or subscribed for, for the use of the members of the General Assembly, or be distributed among them, at the public expense. S
EC. 17. No Senator or Delegate, after qualifying as such, notwithstanding he may thereafter resign, shall during the whole period of time for which he was elected be eligible to any office which shall have been created, or the salary or profits of which shall have been increased, during such term. SEC. 18. No Senator or Delegate shall be liable in any civil action or criminal prosecution whatever for words spoken in debate. SEC. 19. Each House shall be judge of the q
ualifications and elections of its members, as prescribed by the Constitution and Laws of the State; shall appoint its own officers, determine the rules of its own proceedings, punish a member for disorderly or disrespectful behavior, and with the consent of two-thirds of its whole number of members elected, expel a member; but no member shall be expelled a second time for the same offence. SEC. 20. A majority of the whole number of members elected to each H
ouse shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members in such manner and under such penalties as each House may prescribe. SEC. 21. The doors of each House and the Committee of the Whole shall be open, except when the business is such as ought to be kept secret. SEC. 22. Each House shall keep a Journal of its proceedings, and cause the same to be
 published. The yeas and nays of members on any question shall, at the call of any five of them in the House of Delegates, or one in the Senate, be entered on the Journal. SEC. 23. Each House may punish by imprisonment, during the session of the General Assembly, any person not a member, for disrespectful or disorderly behavior in its presence; or for obstructing any of its proceedings, or any of its officers in the execution of their duties; provided, such impris
onment shall not at any one time exceed ten days. SEC. 24. The House of Delegates may inquire, on the oath of witnesses, into all complaints, grievances and offences, as the Grand Inquest of the State, and may commit any person for any crime to the public jail, there to remain until discharged by due course of law. They may examine and pass all accounts of the State, relating either to the collection or expenditure of the revenue, and appoint auditors to state and
 adjust the same. They may call for all public or official papers and records, and send for persons whom they may judge necessary, in the course of their inquiries, concerning affairs relating to the public interest, and may direct all office bonds which shall be made payable to the State to be sued for any breach thereof;-and with the view to the more certain prevention or correction of the abuses in the expenditures of the money of the State, the General Assembly s
hall create, at every session thereof, a Joint Standing Committee of the Senate and House of Delegates, who shall have power to send for persons and examine them on oath and call for public or official papers and records; and whose duty it shall be to examine and report upon all contracts made for printing, stationery, and purchases for the public offices and the library, and all expenditures therein, and upon all matters of alleged abuse in expenditures, to which 
their attention may be called by resolution of either House of the General Assembly. SEC. 25. Neither House shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days at any one time, nor adjourn to any other place than that in which the House shall be sitting, without the concurrent vote of two-thirds of the members present. SEC. 26. The House of Delegates shall have the sole power of impeachment in all cases; but a majority of all the members elec
ted must concur in the impeachment. All impeachments shall be tried by the Senate, and when sitting for that purpose the Senators shall be on oath or affirmation to do justice according to the law and the evidence; but no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of all the Senators elected. SEC. 27. Any bill may originate in either House of the General Assembly, and be altered, amended or rejected by the other; but no bill shall originate in ei
ther House during the last ten days of the session, unless two-thirds of the members elected thereto shall so determine by yeas and nays; nor shall any bill become a law until it be read on three different days of the session in each House, unless two-thirds of the members elected to the House where such bill is pending shall so determine by yeas and nays; and no bill shall be read a third time until it shall have been actually engrossed for a third reading. SEC. 28. 
No bill shall become a law unless it be passed in each House by a majority of the whole number of members elected, and on its final passage the yeas and nays be recorded; nor shall any resolution requiring the action of both Houses be passed except in the same manner. SEC. 29. The style of all laws of this State shall be, " Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Maryland," and all laws shall be passed by original bill; and every law enacted by the General Asse
mbly shall embrace but one subject, and that shall be described in its title; and no law, nor section of law, shall be revived or amended by reference to its title or section only; nor shall any law be construed by reason of its title to grant powers or confer rights which are not expressly contained in the body of the Act; and it shall be the duty of the General Assembly, in amending any article or section of the Code of Laws of this State, to enact the same as the said art
icle or section would read when amended. And whenever the General Assembly shall enact any Public General Law, not amendatory of any section or article in the said Code, it shall be the duty of the General Assembly to enact the same, in articles and sections, in the same manner as the Code is arranged, and to provide for the publication of all additions and alterations which may be made to the said Code. SEC. 30. Every bill, when passed by the General Assem
bly, and sealed with the Great Seal, shall be presented to the Governor, who, if he approves it, shall sign the same in the presence of the presiding officers and chief clerks of the Senate and House of Delegates. Every law shall be recorded in the office of the Court of Appeals, and in due time be printed, published and certified under the Great Seal, to the several courts, in the same manner as has been heretofore usual in this State. SEC. 31. No law passed by the Ge


