
THE STATE CONSTITUTION OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. The Constitution of New Hampshire, as altered and amended by a convention of delegates held at Concord, in said State, by adjournment, on the second Wednesday of February, 1792. Part First The Bill of Rights Article I. All men a
re born equally free and independent; therefore, all government of right originates from the people, is founded in consent, and instituted for the general good. Art. II. All men have certain natural, essential, and inherent rights; among which are the enjoying and defending life and libe
rty acquiring, possessing and protecting property-and in a word, of seeking and obtaining happiness. Art. III. When men enter into a state of society, they surrender up some of their natural rights to that society, in order to insure the protection of others; and, without such an equiva
lent, the surrender is void. Art. IV. Among the natural rights, some are in their very nature unalienable, because no equivalent can be given or received for them. Of this kind are the RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE. Art. V. Every individual has a natural and unalienable right to worship GO
D according to the dictates of his own conscience, and reason; and no subject shall be hurt, molested, or restrained in his person, liberty or estate for worshipping GOD, in the manner and season most agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience, or for his religious profession, 
sentiments or persuasion; provided he doth not disturb the public peace, or disturb others, in their religious worship. Art. VI. As morality and piety, rightly grounded on evangelical principles, will give the best and greatest security to government, and will lay in the hearts of men the
 strongest obligations to due subjection; and as the knowledge of these, is most likely to be propagated through a society by the institution of the public worship of the DEITY, and of public instruction in morality and religion; therefore, to promote those important purposes, the peo
ple of this state have a right to impower, and do hereby fully impower the legislature to authorize from time to time, the several towns, parishes, bodies-corporate, or religious societies within this state, to make adequate provision at their own expence, for the support and maintena
nce of public protestant teachers of piety, religion and morality: Provided notwithstanding, That the several towns, parishes, bodies-corporate, or religious societies, shall at all times have the exclusive right of electing their own public teachers, and of contracting with them for their
 support and maintenance. And no portion of any one particular religious sect or denomination, shall ever be compelled to pay towards the support of the teacher or teachers of another persuasion, sect or denomination. And every denomination of christians demeaning themselves
 quietly, and as good subjects of the state, shall be equally under the protection of the law: and no subordination of any one sect or denomination to another, shall ever be established by law. And nothing herein shall be understood to affect any former contracts made for the suppo
rt of the ministry; but all such contracts shall remain, and be in the same state as if this constitution had not been made. Art. VII. The people of this state, have the sole and exclusive right of governing themselves as a free, sovereign, and independent state, and do, and forever here
after shall, exercise and enjoy every power, jurisdiction and right pertaining thereto, which is not, or may not hereafter be by them expressly delegated to the United States of America in Congress assembled. Art. VIII. All power residing originally in, and being derived from the peopl
e, all the magistrates and officers of government, are their substitutes and agents, and at all times accountable to them. Art. IX. No office or place whatsoever in government, shall be hereditary-the abilities and integrity requisite in all, not being transmissible to posterity or relations.
 Art. X. Government being instituted for the common benefit, protection, and security of the whole community, and not for the private interest or emolument of any one man, family or class of men; therefore, whenever the ends of government are perverted, and public liberty manifes
tly endangered, and all other means of redress are ineffectual, the people may, and of right ought, to reform the old, or establish a new government. The doctrine of non-resistance against arbitrary power, and oppression, is absurd, slavish, and destructive of the good and happines
s of mankind. Art. XI. All elections ought to be free, and every inhabitant of the state having the proper qualifications, has equal right to elect, and be elected into office. Art. XII. Every member of the community has a right to be protected by it in the enjoyment of his life, liberty and p
roperty; he is therefore bound to contribute his share in the expence of such protection, and to yield his personal service when necessary, or an equivalent. But no part of a man's property shall be taken from him, or applied to public uses, without his own consent, or that of the rep
resentative body of the people. Nor are the inhabitants of this state controllable by any other laws than those to which they or their representative body have given their consent. Art. XIII. No person who is conscientiously scrupulous about the lawfulness of bearing arms, shall be c
ompelled thereto, provided he will pay an equivalent. Art. XIV. Every subject of this state is entitled to a certain remedy, by having recourse to the laws, for all injuries lie may receive in his person, property or character, to obtain right and justice freely, without being obliged to purc
hase it; completely, and without any denial; promptly, and without delay, conformably to the laws. Art. XV. No subject shall be held to answer for any crime, or offence, until the same is fully and plainly, substantially and formally, described to him; or be compelled to accuse or furni
sh evidence against himself. And every subject shall have a right to produce all proofs that may be favorable to himself; to meet the witnesses against him face to face, and to be fully heard in his defence by himself, and counsel. And no subject shall be arrested, imprisoned, despoi
led or deprived of his property, immunities, or privileges, put out of the protection of the law, exiled or deprived of his life, liberty, or estate, but by the judgment of his peers or t he law of the land. Art. XVI. No subject shall be liable to be tried, after an acquittal, for the same crime o
r offence. --Nor shall the legislature make any law that shall subject any person to a capital punishment, excepting for the government of the army and navy, and  the militia in actual service, without trial by jury. Art. XVII. In criminal prosecutions, the trial of facts in the vicinity
 where they happen, is so essential to the security of the life, liberty and estate of the citizen, that no crime or offence ought to be tried in any other county tha n that in  which it is committed; except in cases of general insurrection in any particular county, when it shall a
ppear to the Judges of the Superior Court, that an impartial trial cannot be had in the county where the offence may be committed, and upon their report, the  legislature shall think proper to direct the trial in the nearest county in which an impartial trial can be 
obtained. XVIII. All penalties ought to be proportioned to the nature of the offence. No wise legislature will affix the same punishment to the crimes of the ft, forgery and the like, which they do to those of murder and treason. Where the same undistinguishin
g severity is exerted against all offences, the people are led to forget the real distinction in the crimes themselves, and to commit the most flagrant with as little compunction as they do the lightest offences. For the same reason a multitude of sanguinary law
s is both impolitic and unjust; the true design of all punishments being to reform, not to exterminate, mankind. XIX. Every subject has a right to be secure from all unreasonable searches and seizures of his person, his houses, his papers, and all his posses
sions; Therefore, All warrants to search suspected places, or arrest a person for examination or trial, in prosecutions for criminal matters, are contrary to  this right, if the cause or foundation of them be not previously cupposred by oath or affirmation; and 
if the order in a warrant to a civil officer to make search in suspected places, or to arrest one or more suspected persons, or to seize thier property, be n ot accompanied with a special designation of the persons or object of search, arrest, or seizure; and 
no warrant ought to be issued but in cases and with the formalities prescribed by law. XX. In all controversies concerning property, and in all suits betwe en two or more persons, except in cases in which it has been heretofore otherwise used and practice
d, the parties have a right to a trial by jury; and this method of procedure shall be held sacred, unless in causes arising on the high seas, and such as re late to mariners wages, the legislature shall think it necessary hereafter to alter it. [The original const
itution had "causes" instead of "cases" This appears to have been altered in the 1792 parchment copy without authorization] XXI. In order to reap the f ullest advantage of the inestimable privilege of the trial by Jury, great care ought to be taken that non
e but qualified persons be appointed to serve; and such ought to be fully compensated for their travel, time and attendance. XXII. The Liberty of the P ress is essential to the security of freedom in a state; it ought, therefore, to be inviolably preserved. 
XXIII. Retrospective laws are highly injurious, oppressive and unjust. No such laws, therefore, should be made, either for the decision of civil causes , or the punishment of offences. XXIV. A well regulated militia is the proper, natural, and sure defenc
e of a state. XXV. Standing armies are dangerous to liberty, and ought not to be raised or kept up without the consent of the legislature. XXVI. In all c ases, and at all times, the military ought to be under strict subordination to, and governed by the civi
l power. XXVII. No soldier in time of peace, shall be quartered in any house without the consent of the owner; and in time of war, quarters ought not t o be made but by the civil magistrate, in a manner ordained by the legislature. XXVIII. No subsidy, ch
arge, tax, impost or duty shall be established, fixed, laid, or levied, under any pretext whatsoever, without the consent of the people or their repres entatives in the legislature, or authority derived from that body. XXIX. The power of suspending the l
aws, or the execution of them, ought never to be exercised but by the legislature, or by authority derived therefrom, to be exercised in such particu lar cases only as the legislature shall expressly provide for. XXX. The freedom of deliberation, spee
ch, and debate, in either house of the legislature, is so essential to the rights of the people, that it cannot be the foundation of any action, complain t, or prosecution, in any other court or place whatsoever. XXXI. The legislature shall assemble for t
he redress of public grievances, and for making such laws as the public good may require. XXXII. The people have a right in an orderly and peaceab le manner, to assemble and consult upon the common good, give instructions to their representati
ves; and to request of the legislative body, by way of petition or remonstrance, redress of the wrongs done them, and of the grievances they suffer. X XXIII. No magistrate or court of law shall demand excessive bail or sureties, impose excessive fines
, or inflict cruel or unusual punishments. XXXIV. No person can in any case be subjected to law martial, or to any pains, or penalties, by virtue of that  law, except those employed in the army or navy, and except the militia in actual service, but by aut
hority of the legislature. XXXV. It is essential to the preservation of the rights of every individual, his life, liberty, property and character, that there be an impartial interpretation of the laws and administration of justice. It is the right of every citizen
 to be tried by judges as impartial as the lot of humanity will admit. It is, therefore not only the best policy, but for the security of the rights of the people, that the judges of the supreme judicial court should hold their offices so long as they beha
ve well; subject, however, to such limitations on account of age as may be provided by the constitution of the State; and that they should have h onorable salaries, ascertained and established by standing laws. XXXVI. Economy being a most es
sential virtue in all states, especially in a young one; no pension shall be granted, but in consideration of actual services, and such pensions ou ght to be granted with great caution, by the legislature, and never for more than one year at a time. 
XXXVII. In the government of this state, the three essential powers thereof, to wit, the legislative, executive and judicial, ought to be kept as sep arate from and independent of each other, as the nature of a free government will admit, or as is c
onsistent with that chain of connection that binds the whole fabric of the constitution in one indissoluble bond of union and amity. XXXVIII. A f requent recurrence to the fundamental principles of the Constitution, and a constant adherence to
 justice, moderation, temperance, industry, frugality, and all the social virtues, are indispensably necessary to preserve the blessings of liber ty and good government; the people ought, therefore, to have a particular regard to all principles i
n the choice of their officers and representatives: and they have a right to require of their law-givers and magistrates, an exact and constant  observance of them in the formation and execution of the laws necessary for the good administr
ation of government. PART II. -- THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT [Art.] 1. The people inhabiting the territory formerly called the Province of New - Hampshire, do hereby solemnly and mutually agree with each other, to form themselves into a fr
ee, sovereign, and independent Body-politic, or State, by the name of THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. THE GENERAL COURT [Art.] 2. The s upreme legislative power within this state shall be vested in the senate and house of representati
ves, each of which shall have a negative on the other. [Art.] 3. The senate and house, shall assemble every year on the first Wednesday of Jun e, and at such other times as they may judge necessary; and shall dissolve, and be dissolved, se
ven days next preceding the said first Wednesday of June; and shall be stiled THE GENERAL COURT OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE. [Art.] 4. The gene ral court shall forever have full power and authority to erect and constitute judicatories and court
s of record, or other courts, to be holden in the name of the state, for the hearing, trying, and determining all manner of crimes, offences, pleas, pr ocesses, plaints, actions, causes, matters and things whatsoever, arising, or happening within th
is state, or between or concerning persons inhabiting or residing, or brought within the same, whether the same be criminal or civil, or whether th e crimes be capital or not capital, and whether the said pleas be real, personal, or mixed; and for 
the awarding and execution thereon. To which courts and judicatories are hereby given and granted full power and authority, from time to time to administer oaths or affirmations, for the better discovery of truth in any matter in controversy, or
 depending before them. [Art.] 5. And farther, full power and authority are hereby given and granted to the said general court, from time to time, to  make, ordain, and establish, all manner of wholesome and reasonable orders, laws, statutes, or
dinances, directions and instructions, either with penalties or without, so as the same be not repugnant, or contrary to this constitution, as they  may judge for the benefit and welfare of this State, and for the governing and ordering thereof, 
and of the subjects of the same, for the necessary support and defence of the government thereof; and to name and settle annually, or provide by fixed laws for the naming, and settling all civil officers within this State; such officers except
ed the election and appointment of whom, are hereafter in this form of government otherwise provided for; and to set forth the several duties, p owers and limits, of the several civil and military officers of this State, and the forms of such oat
hs or affirmations, as shall be respectively administered unto them for the execution of their several offices and places, so as the same be not repugnant or contrary to this constitution; and also to impose fines, mulcts, imprisonments, an
d other punishments; and to impose and levy proportional and reasonable assessments, rates and taxes, upon all the inhabitants of, and resi dents within the said state; and upon all estates within the same; to be issued and disposed of 
by warrant under the hand of the governor of this state for the time being, with the advice and consent of the council, for the public service, in the necessary defence and support of the government of this state, and the protection and p
reservation of the subjects thereof, according to such acts as are, or shall be in force within the same. [Art.] 6. And while the public charge s of government or any part thereof shall be assessed on polls and estates in the manner that 
has heretofore been practiced; in order that such assessments may be made with equality, there shall be a valuation of the estates withi n the state taken anew once in every five years at least, and as much oftener as the general co
urt shall order. [Art.] 7. No member of the general court shall take fees, be of counsel, or act as advocate in any cause before either br anch or the legislature; and upon due proof thereof such member shall forfeit his sear in the le
gislature. [Art.] 8. The doors of all the galleries of each house of the legislature shall be kept open to all persons who behave d ecently, except when the wlfare of the State, in the opinion of either branch, shall require secre
cy. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES [Art.] 9. THERE shall be in the legislature of this state a representation of the people an nually elected and founded upon principles of equality: and in order that such representation 
may be as equal as circumstances will admit, every town, parish or place intitled to town privileges, having one hundre d and fifty rateable male polls, of twenty-one years of age, and upwards, may elect one repres
entative; if four hundred and fifty rateable polls, may elect two representatives; and so proceeding in that proport ion, making three hundred such rateable polls the mean increasing number, for every additio
nal representative. [Art.] 10. Such towns, parishes or places as have less than one hundred and fifty rateable p olls shall be classed by the general assembly for the purpose of chusing a representative, an
d seasonably notified thereof. And in every class formed for the above-mentioned purpose, the first annual m eeting shall be held in the town, parish, or place wherein most of the rateable polls reside; an
d afterwards in that which has the next highest number, and so on annually by rotation, through the severa l towns, parishes or places, forming the district. [Art.] 11. Whenever any town, parish, or plac
e intitled to town privileges as aforesaid, shall not have one hundred and fifty rateable poles, and be so si tuated as to render the classing thereof with any other town, parish, or place very inconvenie
nt, the general-assembly may upon application of a majority of the voters in such town, parish, or place, iss ue a writ for their electing and sending a representative to the general court. [Art.] 12. The me
mbers of the house of representatives shall be chosen annually in the month of March, and shall be the sec ond branch of the legislature. [Art.] 13. All persons qualified to vote in the election of senator
s shall be entitled to vote within the district, where they dwell, in the choice of representatives. [Edited with out ratification] [Art.] 14. Every member of the house of representatives shall be chosen by b
allot; and for two years at least next preceding his election, shall have been an inhabitant of this state, shall have an estate within the town, parish, or place which he may be chosen to represent, of the 
value of one hundred pounds, one half of which to be a freehold whereof he is seized in his own right; shall b e at the time of his election, an inhabitant of the town, parish, or place he may be chosen to 
represent; shall be of the protestant religion, and shall cease to represent such town, parish, or place immedia tely on his ceasing to be qualified as aforesaid. [Art.] 15. The members of both houses of th
e legislature shall be compensated for their services out of the treasury of the State, by a law made for that pur pose; such members attending seasonably, and not departing without license. [Amended by
 Constitutional Convention, 1792] [Art.] 16. All intermediate vacancies in the house of Representatives, may be filled up from time to time, in the same manner as annual elections are made. [Art.] 17. The 
house of representatives shall be the grand inquest of the state, and all impeachments made by them, shall be heard and tried by the senate. [Art.] 18. All money bills shall originate in the house of repres
entatives, but the senate may propose or concur with amendments as on other bills. [Art.] 19. The house of r epresentatives shall have power to adjourn themselves, but no longer than two days at a ti
me. [Art.] 20. A majority of the members of the house of representatives shall be a quorum for doing busine ss; but when less than two-thirds of the representatives elected shall be present, the assen
t of two-thirds of those members shall be necessary to render their acts and proceedings valid. [Art.] 21. N o member of the house of representatives or senate, shall be arrested or held to bail on me
an process, during his going to, returning from, or attendance upon the court. [Art.] 22. The house of repr esentatives shall choose their own speaker, appoint their own officers, and settle the rules 
of proceedings in their own house; and shall be judge of the returns, elections, and qualifications of its m embers, as pointed out in this constitution. They shall have authority to punish by impriso
nment, every person who shall be guilty of disrespect to the house in its presence, by any disorderly or co ntemptuous behaviour, or by threatening, or ill treating any of its members; or by obstructi
ng its deliberations; every person guilty of a breach of its privileges in making arrests for debt, or by assa ulting any member during his attendance at any session; in assaulting or disturbing any o
ne of its officers in the execution of any order or procedure of the house, in assaulting any witness, or ot her person, ordered to attend by and during his attendance of the house, or in rescuing an
y person arrested by order of the house, knowing them to be such. [Amended by Constitutional Conven tion, 1792] [Art.] 23. The senate, president and council, shall have the same powers in like 
cases; provided that no imprisonment by either, for any offence, exceed ten days. [Art.] 24. The journ als of the proceedings, and all public acts of both houses of the legislation, shall be print
ed and published, immediately after every adjournment or prorogation; and upon motion made by a ny one member, the yeas and nays upon any question, shall be taken and entered upon th
e journal; and any member of the senate or house of representatives shall have a right, on motion m ade at the same time for that purpose, to have his protest or dissent, with the reasons, ag
ainst any vote, resolve, or bill passed, entered on the journal. [Amended by Constitutional Conven tion, 1792] SENATE [Art.] 25. The Senate shall consist of twelve members, who shall hold
 their office for one year from the first Wednesday of June next ensuing their election. [Amended by Constitutional Convention, 1792] [In the original document, the section on the Senate 
preceeded the section on the House of Representatives, when the document was renumbered in  1792, the section on the House of Representatives, beginning with Article 9, was placed 
first.] [Art.] 26. And that the State may be equally represented in the senate, the legislature sha ll, from time to time, divide the State into twelve districts, as nearly equal as may be, wit
hout dividing towns and unincorporated places; and in making this division they shall govern t hemselves by the proportion of direct taxes paid by the said district; and timely make kn
own to the inhabitants of the State the limits of each district. [Amended by Constitutional Con vention, 1792.] [Art.] 27. The freeholders and other inhabitants of each district, qualified 
as in this constitution is provided, shall annually give in thier votes for a senator, at some m eeting holden in the month of March. [Amended by Constitutional Convention, 1792.] [Ar
t.] 28. The senate shall be the first branch of the legislature, and the senators shall be chos en in the following manner, viz: every male inhabitant of each town and parish with tow
n privileges, and places unincorporated, in this State, of twenty-one years of age and upwa rd, excepting paupers and persons excused from paying taxes at thier own request, sha
ll have a right, at the annual or other meeting of the inhabitants of said towns and parishe s, to be duly warned and holden annually forever in the month of March, to vote in the t
own or parish wherein he dwells, for the senators in the county or district where of he is a  member. [Amended by Constitutional Convention, 1792.] [Art.] 29. Provided neverthele
ss, That no person shall be capable of being elected a senator, who is not of the protesta nt religion, and seized of a freehold estate in his own right of the value of two hundred 
pounds, lying within this state, who is not of the age of thirty years, and who shall not ha ve been an inhabitant of this state for seven years immediately preceding his election; 
and at the time thereof he shall be an inhabitant of the district for which he shall be ch osen. [Art.] 30. And every person qualified as the constitution provides, shall be consi
dered an inhabitant for the purpose of electing and being elected into any office or pla ce within this state, in the town, parish and plantation where he dwelleth and hath his
 home. [Art.] 31. And the inhabitants of plantations and places unincorporated, qualifi ed as this constitution provides, who are or shall be required to assess taxes upon th
emselves towards the support of government, or shall be taxed therefor, shall have t he same privilege of voting for senators in the plantations and places wherein they re
side, as the inhabitants of the respective towns and parishes aforesaid have. And the  meetings of such plantations and places for that purpose, shall be holden annually in
 the month of March, at such places respectively therein, as the assessors thereof sh all direct; which assessors shall have like authority for notifying the electors, collecti
ng and returning the votes, as the selectmen and town-clerks have in their several to wns by this constitution. [Art.] 32. The meetings for the choice of governor, council, a
nd senators shall be warned by warrant from the selectmen, and governed by a mode rator, who shall, in the presence of the selectmen, (whose duty it shall be to attend,) in 
open meeting, receive the votes of all the inhabitants of such towns and parishes pre sent and qualified to vote for senators; and shall in said meetings, in presence of said 
selectmen, and of the town clerk in said meetings, sort and count the said votes, an d make a public declaration thereof, with the name of every person voted for and the n
umber of votes for each person; and the town clerk shall make a fair record of the s ame at large, in the town book, and shall make a fair attested copy thereof, to be by hi
m sealed up and directed to the secretary of the State, with a superscription expres sing the purport thereof; and the said town clerk shall cause such attested copy to be 
delivered to the sheriff of the county in which said town or parish shall lie, thirty da ys a t least before the the first Wednesday of June, or to the secretary of state at lea
st twnety days before the said first Wednesday of June; and the sheriff of each coun ty, or his deputy, shall deliver all such certificates by him received into the sec
retaries office, at least twenty days before the first Wednesday in June. [Amended by  Constitutional Convention, 1792] [Art.] 33. And that there may be a due meet
ing of senators on the first Wednesday of June annually, the governor and a majority  of the council for the time being shall, as soon as may be, examine the ret
urn copies of such records, and fourteen days before the said first Wednesday of Ju ne, he shall issue his summons to such persons as appear to be chosen 
senators by a majority of votes, to attend and take their seats on that day: Provide d, nevertheless,That for the first year the said returned copies shall be e
xamined by the president (?) and the majority of the council then in office; and the  said president shall in like manner notify the persons elected to attend a
nd take their seats accordingly. [Amended by Constitutional Convention, 1792] [Ar t.] 34. And in case there shall not appear to be a senator elected by a maj
ority of votes for any district, the deficiency shall be supplied in the following man ner, viz: the members of the house of representatives, and such senators 
as shall be declared elected, shall take the names of the two persons having the h ighest number of votes in the district, and out of them shall elect, by joint
 ballot, the senator wanted for such district; and in this manner all such vacancie s shall be filled up in every district of the State; and in like manner all the 
vacancies in the senate arising by death, removal out of the State, or otherwise, s hall be supplied, as soon as may be, after such vacancies happen. [Ame
nded by Constitutional Convention, 1792] [Art.] 35. The senate shall be final judges  of the elections, returns, and qualifications of their own members, a
s pointed out in this constitution. [Art.] 36. The senate shall have power to adjourn  themselves, provided such adjournment do not exceed two days 
at a time. Provided, nevertheless, That whenever they shall sit on the trial of any i mpeachment, they may adjourn to such time and place as they may
 think proper, although the legislautre be not assembled on such day or at such p lace. [Amended by Constitutional Convention, 1792] [Art.] 37. The s
enate shall appoint their own president and other officers, and determine their ow n rules of proceedings. And not less than seven members of the se
nate shall make a quorum for doing business; and when less than eight senators shall be present, the assent of five at least shall be necessary to re
nder their acts and proceedings valid. [Amended by Constitutional Convention, 1792] [Art.] 38. The senate shall be a court with full power and autho
rity to hear, try, and determine all impeachments made by the house of repr esentatives, against any officer or officers of the State, for bribery, co
rruption, malpractice, or maladministration in office, with full power to issu e summons or compulsory process, convening with witnesses before 
them; but previous to the trial of any such impeachment, the members of th e senate shall respectively be sworn, truly and impartially to try and de
termine the charge in question according to evidence. And every officer im p eached for bribery, corruption, malpractice, or maladministration in offi
ce shall be served with an attested copy of the impeachment and order of th e senate thereon, with such citation as the senate may direct, setting forth the time 
and place of thier sitting to try the impeachment; which service may be ma de by the sheriff, or such other sworn officer as the senate may appoint, at least fourteen
 days previous to the time of trail; and such citation being duly served an d returned, the senate may proceed in the hearing of the impeachment, giving the person 
impeached, if he shall appear, full liberty of producing witnesses and proo fs, and of making his defence by himself and counsel; and may also, upon his refusing or neglec
ting to appear, hear the proofs in support of the impeachment and render j udgment thereon, his non-appearance notwithstanding; and such judgment shall have the same for
ce and efect as if the person impeached had appeared and pleaded in the tr ial. [Amended by Constitutional Convention, 1792] [Art.] 39. Their judgment, however, shall not exte
nd farther than removal from office, disqualification to hold or enjoy any plac e of honor, trust or profit under this state; but the party so convicted, shall nevertheless be liable to 
indictment, trial, judgment, and punishment, according to laws of the land. [Art. ] 40. Whenever the governor shall be inpeached, the chief justice of the supreme judicial court shall, duri
ng the trial, preside in the senate but have no vote therein. [Amended by Constit utional Convention, 1792] EXECUTIVE POWER Governor [Art.] 41. There shall be a supreme executive mag
istrate, who shall be stiled, governor of the State of New Hampshire; and whose tit le shall be His Excellency. [Amended by Constitutional Convention, 1792] [Art.] 42. The governor shall be c
hosen annually in the month of March; and the votes for governor shall be received, sorted, counted, certified, and returned in the same manner as the votes for senators; and the secretary shall lay the same before the senate and house of representatives on the first Wednesday of 
June, to be by them examined; and in case of an election by a majority of votes through the State, the choice shall be by them declared and published. And the qualifications of electors of the governor shall be the same as those for senators; and if no person shall have a majority of
 votes, the senate and house of representatives shall, by joint ballot, elect on of the two persons having the highest number of votes, who shall be declared governor. And no person shall be eligible to this office, unless at the time of his election, he shall have been an inhabitant of t
his state for seven years next preceding, and unless he shall be of the age of thirty years; and unless he shall at the same time, have an estate of the value of flve hundred pounds, one half of which shall consist of a freehold, in his own right, within the state; and unless he shall be 
of the Protestant religion. [Amended by Constitutional Convention, 1792] [Art.] 43. In cases of disagreement between the two houses, with regard to the time or place of adjournment, or prorogation the governor, with advice of council, shall have a right to adjourn or prorogue the ge
neral court, not exceeding ninety days, at any one time, as he may determine the public good may require. And he shall dissolve the same seven days before the said first Wednesday of June. And in case of any infectious distemper prevailing in the place where the said court at any
 time is to convene, or any other cause whereby dangers may arise to the healths or lives of the members from their attendance, the president may direct the session to be holden at some other, the most convenient place within the State. [Amended by Constitutional Convention, 17
92] [Art.] 44. Every bill which shall have passed both houses of the general court, shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the governor, if he approves, he shall sign it, but if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to that house in which it shall have originated, who shall en
ter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider it; if after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with such objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and, if approved b
y two-thirds of that house, it shall become a law. But in all such cases the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of persons, voting for or against the bill, shall be entered on the journal of each house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned 
by the governor within five days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had signed it unless the legislature, by their adjournment, prevent its return, in which case it shall not be a law. [Added by Constitutional Co
nvention, 1792] [Art.] 45. Every resolve shall be presented to the governor, and before the same shall take effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by the senate and house of representatives, according to the rules and limitations prescribed i
n the case of a bill. [Added by Constitutional Convention, 1792] [Art.] 46. All judicial officers, the attorney-general, solicitors, all sheriffs, coroners, registers of probate, and all officers of the navy, and general and field-officers of the militia shall be nominated and appointed by the g
overnor and council; and every such nomination shall be made at least three days prior to such appointment; and no appointment shall take place, unless a majority of the council agree thereto. [Amended by Constitutional Convention, 1792] [Art.] 47. The governor and council shall
 have a negative on each other, both in the nominations and appointments. Every nomination and appointment shall be signed by the governor and council, and every negative shall be also signed by the governor or council who made the same. [Added by Constitutional Conventio
n, 1792] [Art.] 48. The captains and subalterns in the respective regiments shall be nominated and recommended by the field officers to the governor, who is to issue their commissions immediately on receipt of such recommendation. [Amended by Constitutional Convention, 1792] 
[Art.] 49. Whenever the chair of the governor shall become vacant, by reason of his death, absence from the state, or otherwise, the president of the senate shall, during such vacancy, have and exercise all the powers and authorities which by this constitution the governor is vested
 with when personally present; but when the president of the senate shall exercise the office of governor he shall not hold his office in the senate. [Amended by Constitutional Convention, 1792] [Art.] 50. The governor, with advice of council, shall have full power and authority, in the
 recess of the general court, to prorogue the same from time to time, not exceeding ninety days, in any one recess of said court; and during the sessions of said court, to adjourn or prorogue it to any time the two houses may desire, and to call it together sooner than the time to whi
ch it may be adjourned, or prorogued, if the welfare of the state should require the same. [Amended by Constitutional Convention, 1792] [Art.] 51. The governor of this state for the time being, shall be commander in chief of the army and navy, and all the military forces of the state, b
y sea and land; and shall have full power by himself, or by any chief commander, or other officer, or officers, from time to time, to train, instruct, exercise and govern the militia and navy; and for the special defence and safety of this state to assemble in martial array, and put in warli


