
THE STATE CONSTITUTION OF NEW YORK. WE, THE PEOPLE Of the State of New York, grateful to Almighty God for our Freedom, in order its blessings, do establish this Constitution. ARTICLE I 1. No member of this state shall be disfranchised, or deprived of any of the rights or privileges secured to any citizen thereof, unless by the law of the land, or the judgement of his peers. 2. Trial by jury in all cases in which it has heretofore been guaranteed by constitution
al provision shall remain inviolate forever; but a jury trial may be waived by the parties in all civil cases in the manner to be prescribed by law. The legislature may provide, however, by law, that a verdict may be rendered by not less than five-sixths of the jury in any civil case. A jury trial may be waived by the defendant in all criminal cases, except those in which the crime charged may be punishable by death, written instrument signed by the defendant in person in 
open court before and with the approval of a judge or justice of a court having jurisdiction to try the offense. The legislature may enact laws, not inconsistent herewith, governing the form, content, manner and time of presentation of the instrument effectuating such waiver. 3. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without discrimination or preference, shall forever be allowed in this state to all mankind; and no person shall be rendere
d incompetent to be a witness on account of his opinions on matters of religious belief; but the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of this state. 4. The privilege of a writ or order of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless, in case of rebellion or invasion, the public safety requires it. 5. Excessive bail shall not be required nor excessive fine
s imposed, nor shall cruel and unusual punishments be inflicted, nor shall witnesses be unreasonably detained. 6. No person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous crime (except in cases of impeachment, and in cases of militia when in actual service, and the land, air and naval forces in time of war, or which this state may keep with the consent of Congress in time of peace, and in cases of petit larceny, under the regulation of the legislature), u
nless on indictment of a grand jury, and in any trial in any court whatever the party accused shall be allowed to appear and defend in person and with counsel as in civil actions and shall be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation and be confronted with the witnesses against him. No person shall be subject to be twice put in jeopardy for the same offense; nor shall he be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, providing, that any 
public officer who, upon being called before a grand jury to testify concerning the conduct of his office or the performance of his official duties, refuses to sign a waiver of immunity against subsequent criminal prosecution, or to answer any relevant question concerning such matters before a grand jury, shall be removed from office by the appropriate authority or shall forfeit his office at the suit of the attorney-general. The power of grand juries to inquire into the 
wilful misconduct in office of public officers, and to find indictments or to direct the filing of information in connection with such inquiries, shall never be suspended or impaired by law. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law. 7. (a) Private property shall not be taken for public use without just compensation. (b) When private property shall be taken for any public use, the compensation to be made therefor, when such comp
ensation is not made by the state, shall be ascertained by a jury, or by the supreme court without a jury, but not with a referee other than an official referee, or by not less than three commissioners appointed by a court of record, as shall be prescribed by law. (c) Private roads may be opened in the manner to be prescribed by law; but in every case the necessity of the road and the amount of all damage to be sustained by the opening thereof shall be first determine
d by a jury of freeholders, and such amount, together with the expenses of the proceedings, shall be paid by the person to be benefited. (d) The use of property for the drainage of swamp or agricultural lands is declared to be a public use, and general laws may be passed permitting the owners or occupants of swamp or agricultural lands to construct and maintain for the drainage thereof, necessary drains, ditches and dykes upon the lands of others, under proper 
restrictions, on making just compensation, and such compensation together with the cost of such drainage may be assessed, wholly or partly, against any property benefited thereby; but no special laws shall be enacted for such purposes. (e) The legislature may authorize cities and counties to take more land and property th an is needed for actual construction in the laying out, widening, extending or relocating parks, public places, highways or streets; pr
ovided, however, that the additional land and property so authorized to be taken shall be no more than sufficient to form suitable building sites abutting on such park, public place, highway or street. After so much of the land and property has been appropriated for such park, public place, highway or street as is needed therefor, the remainder may be sold or leased. 8. Every citizen may freely speak, wri
te and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right; and no law shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. In all criminal prosecutions or indictments for libels, the truth may be given in evidence t o the jury; and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged as libelous is true, and was published with good motives and for ju
stifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted; and the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the fact. 9. No law shall be passed abridging the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition the government, or any department thereof; nor shall an y divorce be granted otherwise than by due judicial proceedings, nor shall any lottery or the sale of lottery tickets, pool-selling, book-
making, or any other kind of gambling hereafter be authorized or allowed within this state; and the legislature shall pass appropriate laws to prevent offenses against any of the provisions of this section. 10. The people of the state, in their right of sovereignty, p ossess the original and ultimate property in and to all lands within the jurisdiction of the state. All lands shall forever remain allodial s
o that the entire and absolute property is vested in the owners, according to the nature of their respective estates. All lands the title of which shall fail, from a defect of heirs, shall revert, or escheat to the people. 11. No person shall be denied the equal protec tion of the laws of this state or any subdivision thereof. No person shall, because of race, color, creed or religion, be subjected to any 
discrimination in his civil rights by any other person or by any firm, corporation, or institution, or by the state or any agency or subdivision of the state. 12. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects, against unreason able searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmat
ion, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. The right of the people to be secure against unreasonable interception of telephone and telegraph communications shall not be violated, and ex parte orde rs or warrants shall issue only upon oath or affirmation that there is reasonable ground to believe that evidence of crime may be thus 
obtained, and identifying the particular means of communication, and particularly describing the person or persons whose communications are to be intercepted and the purpose thereof. 13. No purchase or contract for the sale of lands in this state, made since the fourteenth day of October, one thousand seven hundred seventy-five; or which may hereafter be made of, or with the In
dians, shall be valid unless made under the authority, and with the consent of the legislature. 14. Such parts of the common law, and of the acts of the legislature of the colony of New York, as together did form the law of the said colony, on the nin eteenth day of April, one thousand seven hundred seventy-five, and the resolutions of the congress of the said colony, and of the con
vention of the State of New York, in force on the twentieth day of April, one thousand seven hundred seventy- seven, which have not since expired, or been repealed or altered; and such acts of the legislature of this state as are now in force, sha ll be and continue the law of this state, subject to such alterations as the legislature shall make concerning the same. But all such part
s of the common law, and such of the said acts, or parts thereof, as are repugnant to this constitution, are hereby abrogated. 15. All grants of land within this state, made by the king of Great Britain, or persons acting under his authority, after t he fourteenth day of October, one thousand seven hundred seventy-five, shall be null and void; but nothing contained in this constituti
on shall affect any grants of land within this state, made by the authority of the said king or his predecessors, or shall annul any charters to bodies politic and corporate, by him or them made before that day; or shall affect any such grants o r charters since made by this state, or by persons acting under its authority; or shall impair the obligation of any debts, contracted by t
he state or individuals, or bodies corporate, or any other rights of property, or any suits, actions, rights of action, or other proceedings in courts of justice. 16. The right of action now existing to recover damages for injuries resulting in dea th, shall never be abrogated; and the amount recoverable shall not be subject to any statutory limitation. 17. Labor of human beings is
 not a commodity nor an article of commerce and shall never be so considered or construed. No laborer, workman or mechanic, in the employ of a contractor or subcontractor engaged in the performance of any public work, shall be per mitted to work more than eight hours in any day or more than five days in any week, except in cases of extraordinary emergency; nor
 shall he be paid less than the rate of wages prevailing in the same trade or occupation in the locality within the state where such public work is to be situated, erected or used. Employees shall have the right to organize and to bargain collectively through representatives of their own choosing. 18. Nothing contained in this constitution shall be construed to limit the 
power of the legislature to enact laws for the protection of the lives, health, or safety of employees; or for the payment, either by employers, or by employers and employees or otherwise, either directly or through a state or other syst em of insurance or otherwise, of compensation for injuries to employees or for death of employees resulting from such injuries wit
hout regard to fault as a cause thereof, except where the injury is occasioned by the wilful intention of the injured employee to bring about the injury or death of himself or of another, or where the injury results solely from the intoxi cation of the injured employee while on duty; or for the adjustment, determination and settlement, with or without trial by jury, of is
sues which may arise under such legislation; or to provide that the right of such compensation, and the remedy therefor shall be exclusive of all other rights and remedies for injuries to employees or for death resulting from such i njuries; or to provide that the amount of such compensation for death shall not exceed a fixed or determinable sum; provided that 
all moneys paid by an employer to his employees or their legal representatives, by reason of the enactment of any of the laws herein authorized, shall be held to be a proper charge in the cost of operating the business of the em ployer. (Formerly ■ 19. Renumbered by Constitutional Convention of 1938 and approved by vote of the people November 8, 1938.) 
ARTICLE II 1. Every citizen of the age of twenty-one years, who shall have been a citizen for ninety days, and an inhabitant of this state for one year next preceding an election, and for the last four months a resident of the cou nty and for the last thirty days a resident of the election district in which he or she may offer his or her vote, shall be entitled to vot
e at such election in the election district of which be or she shall at the time be a resident, and not elsewhere, for all officers that now are or hereafter may be elective by the people, and upon all questions which may be su bmitted to the vote of the people, provided however that in time of war no elector in the actual military service of the state, or of the
 United States, in the army or navy thereof, shall be deprived of his or her vote by reason of his or her absence from such election district; and the legislature shall provide the manner in which and the time and place a t which such absent electors may vote, and for the return and canvass of their votes. Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, aft
er January first, one thousand nine hundred twenty- two, no person shall become entitled to vote by attaining majority, by naturalization or otherwise, unless such person is also able, except for physical disability, t o read and write English. 2. The legislature may, by general law, provide a manner in which, and the time and place at which, qualifie
d voters who may, on the occurrence of any general election, be unavoidably absent from the state or county of their residence because they are inmates of a soldiers' and sailors' home or of a United States veter ans' bureau hospital, or because their duties, occupation or business require them to be elsewhere within the United States, may vot
e, and for the return and canvass of their votes in the election district in which they respectively reside. 3. No person who shall receive, accept, or offer to receive, or pay, offer or promise to pay, contribute, offer  or promise to contribute to another, to be paid or used, any money or other valuable thing as a compensation or reward for the givin
g or withholding a vote at an election, or who shall make any promise to influence the giving or withholding any such vote, or who shall make or become directly or indirectly interested in any bet or wager depe nding upon the result of any election, shall vote at such election; and upon challenge for such cause, the person so challenged, befor
e the officers authorized for that purpose shall receive his vote, shall swear or affirm before such officers that he has not received or offered, does not expect to receive, has not paid, offered or promised to pay, contributed, offered or promised to contribute to another, to be paid or used, any money or other valuable thing as a compensation o
r reward for the giving or withholding a vote at such election, and has not made any promise to influence the giving or withholding of any such vote, nor made or become directly or indirectly interested in any bet or wa ger depending upon the result of such election. The legislature shall enact laws excluding from the right of suffrage all persons convi
cted of bribery or of any infamous crime. 4. For the purpose of voting, no person shall be deemed to have gained or lost a residence, by reason of his presence or absence, while employed in the service of the United State s; nor while engaged in the navigation of the waters of this state, or of the United States, or of the high seas; nor while a student of a
ny seminary of learning; nor while kept at any almshouse, or other asylum, or institution wholly or partly supported at public expense or by charity; nor while confined in any public prison. 5. Laws shall be made for ascert aining, by proper proofs, the citizens who shall be entitled to the right of suffrage hereby established, and for the registration of vote
rs; which registration shall be completed at least days before each election. Such registration shall not be required for town and village elections except by express provision of law. In cities and villages having five tho usand inhabitants or more, voters shall be registered upon personal application only; but voters not residing in such cities or village
s shall not be required to apply in person for registration at the first meeting of the officers having charge of the registry of voters. The number of such inhabitants shall be determined according to the latest census or  enumeration, federal or state, showing the population of the city or village, except that the federal census shall be controlling unles
s such state enumeration, if any, shall have been taken and returned two or more years after the return of the preceding federal census. 6. The legislature may provide by law for a system or systems of registration w hereby upon personal application a voter may be registered and his registration continued so long as he shall remain qualified to vot
e from the same address, or for such shorter period as the legislature may prescribe. 7. All elections by the citizens, except for such town officers as may by law be directed to be otherwise chosen, shall be by ballot , or by such other method as may be prescribed by law, provided that secrecy in voting be preserved. The legislature shall provide fo
r identification of voters through their signatures in all cases where personal registration is required and shall also provide for the signatures, at the time of voting, of all persons voting in person by ballot or voting m achine, whether or not they have registered in person, save only in cases of illiteracy or physical disability. 8. All laws creating, regula
ting or affecting boards or officers charged with the duty of registering voters, or of distributing ballots to voters, or of receiving, recording or counting votes at elections, shall secure equal representation of the two political parties which, at the general election next preceding that for which such boards or officers are to serve, cast the highest and 
the next highest number of votes. All such boards and officers shall be appointed or elected in such manner, and upon the nomination of such representatives of said parties respectively, as the legislature may direc t. Existing laws on this subject shall continue until the legislature shall otherwise provide. This section shall not apply to town, or villa
ge elections. ARTICLE III 1. The legislative power of this State shall be vested in the Senate and Assembly. 2. The senate shall consist of fifty members, except as hereinafter provided. The senators elected in the year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-five shall hold their offices for three years, and their successors shall be chosen for two years
. The assembly shall consist of one hundred and fifty members. The assemblymen elected in the year one thousand nine hundred and thirty-eight, and their successors, shall be chosen for two years. 3. The state shall  be divided into fifty districts to be called senate districts, each of which shall choose one senator. The districts shall be numbered fr
om one to fifty, inclusive. District number one (1) shall consist of the counties of Suffolk and Richmond District number two (2) shall consist of the county of Queens. District number three (3) shall consist of that part of  the county of Kings comprising the first, second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth wards of the city of Brooklyn. District number fou
r (4) shall consist of that part of the county of Kings comprising the seventh, thirteenth, nineteenth and twenty-first wards of the city of Brooklyn. District number five (5) shall consist of that part of the county of King s comprising the eighth, tenth, twelfth and thirtieth wards of the city of Brooklyn, and the ward of the city of Brooklyn which wa
s formerly the town of Gravesend. District number six (6) shall consist of that part of the county of Kings comprising the ninth, eleventh, twentieth and twenty-second wards of the city of Brooklyn. District number se ven (7) shall consist of that part of the county of Kings comprising the fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth wards o
f the city of Brooklyn. District number eight (8) shall consist of that part of the county of Kings comprising the twenty-third, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth and twenty-ninth wards of the city of Brooklyn, and the town of Flatlands. District number nine (9) shall consist of that part of the county of Kings comprising the eighteenth, twenty-s
ixth, twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth wards of the city of Brooklyn. District number ten (1) shall consist of that part of the county of New York within and bounded by a line beginning at Canal street and t he Hudson river, and running thence along Canal street, Hudson street, Dominick street, Varick street, Broome street, Sullivan
 street, Spring street, Broadway, Canal street, the Bowery, Division street, Grand street and Jackson street, to the East river and thence around the southern end of Manhattan Island, to the place of b eginning, and also Governor's, Bedloe's and Ellis islands. District number eleven (11) shall consist of that part of the county o
f New York lying north of district number ten, and within and bounded by a line beginning at the junction of Broadway a n d Canal street, and running thence along Broadway, Fourth street, th e Bowery and Third avenue, St. Mark's place, Avenue A, Seventh street, Avenue B, Clinton street, Rivington street, Norfolk str
eet, Division street, Bowery and Canal street, to the place of beginning. District number twelve (12) shall c onsist of that part of the county of New York lyin g north of districts numbers ten and eleven and within and bounded by a line beginning at Jackson street and the East river, 
and running thence through Jackson street, Grand street, Division street, Norfolk street, Rivington str eet, Clinton street, Avenue B, Seventh  street, Avenue A. St. Mark's place, Third avenue, East Fourteenth street to the East river, and along the East river, to the plac
e of beginning. District number thirteen (13) shall consist of that part of the county of New York l ying north o f distri ct number ten, and within and bounded by a line beginning at the Hudson river at the foot of Canal street, and running thence
 along Canal street, Hudson street, Dominick street, Varick street, Broome street, Sullivan stree t, Sp ring street, Broadway, Fourth street, the Bowery and Third avenue, Fourteenth street, Sixth avenue, West Fifteenth street, Se
venth avenue, West Nineteenth street, Eighth avenue, West Twentieth street, and the Hudson ri ver, to the place of beginning. District number fourteen (14) shall consist of that part of the county of New York lying north of 
districts numbers twelve and thirteen, and within and bounded by a line beginning at East Four teenth street and the East river, and running thence along East Fourteenth street, Irving place, East Nineteenth street, Third a
venue, East Twenty-third street, Lexington avenue, East Fifty-third street, Third avenue, East Fif ty-second street, and the East river, to the place of beginning. District number fifteen (15) shall consist of that part of the cou
nty of New York lying north of district number thirteen, and within and bounded by a line beginn ing at the junction of West Fourteenth street and Sixth avenue, and running thence along Sixth avenue, West Fifteenth street,
 Seventh avenue, West Fortieth street, Eighth avenue, and the transverse road across Central p ark at Ninety-seventh street, Fifth avenue, East Ninety-sixth street, Lexington avenue, East Twenty-third street, Third avenue, 
East- Nineteenth street, Irving place and Fourteenth street, to the place of beginning. District nu mber sixteen (16) shall consist of that part of the county of New York lying north of district number thirteen, and within and b
ounded by a line beginning at Seventh avenue and West nineteenth street, and running thence al ong West Nineteenth street, Eighth avenue, West Twentieth street, the Hudson river, West Forty-sixth street, Tenth avenue, W
est Forty-third street, Eighth avenue, West Fortieth street and Seventh avenue, to the place of be ginning. District number seventeen (17) shall consist of that part of the county of New York lying north of district number sixt
een, and within and bounded by a line beginning at the junction of Eighth avenue and West Forty- third street, and running thence along West Forty-third street, Tenth avenue, West Forty-sixth street, the Hudson river, West 
Eighty-ninth street, Tenth or Amsterdam avenue, West Eighty-sixth street, Ninth or Columbus aven ue, West Eighty-first street and Eighth avenue, to the place of beginning. District number nineteen (19) shall consist of that pa
rt of the county of New York lying north of district number seventeen, and within and bounded by a line  beginning at West Eighty-ninth street and the Hudson river, and running thence along the Hudson river and Spuyten Duyvil 
creek around the northern end of Manhattan island; thence southerly along the Harlem river to the nor th end of Fifth avenue; thence along Fifth avenue, East One Hundred and Twenty-ninth street, Fourth or Park avenue, East O
ne Hundred and Tenth street, Fifth avenue, the transverse road across Central park at Ninety-seventh  street, Eighth avenue, West Eighty-first street, Ninth or Columbus avenue, West Eighty-sixth street, Tenth or Amsterdam ave
nue and West Eighty-ninth street, to the place of beginning. District number twenty (20) shall consis t of that part of the county of New York lying north of districts numbers eighteen and fifteen, and within and bounded by a lin
e beginning at East Eighty-third street and the East river, running thence through East Eighty-thir d street, Second avenue, East Eighty-fourth street, Lexington avenue, East Ninety-sixth street, Fifth avenue, East One Hundred
 and Tenth street, Fourth or Park avenue, East One Hundred and Nineteenth street to the Harle m river, and along the Harlem and East rivers to the place of beginning; and also Randall's island and Ward's island. All of the a
bove districts in the county of New York bounded upon or along the boundary waters of the  county, shall be deemed to extend to the county line. District number twenty-one (21) shall consist of that part of the county of
 New York lying north of districts numbers nineteen and twenty, within and bounded by t he line beginning at East One Hundred and Nineteenth street and the Harlem River, and running thence along East One Hundred
 and Nineteenth street, Fourth or Park avenue, One Hundred and Twenty-ninth street, F ifth avenue and the Harlem river, to the place of beginning; and all that part of the county of New York not hereinbefore describe
d. District number twenty-two (22) shall consist of the county of Westchester. Distric t number twenty-three (23) shall consist of the counties of Orange and Rockland. District number twenty-four (24) shall consist of
 the counties of Dutchess, Columbia and Putnam. District number twenty-five (25)  shall consist of the counties of Ulster and Greene. District number twenty-six (26) shall consist of the counties of Delaware, Che
nango and Sullivan. District number twenty-seven (27) shall consist of the coun ties of Montgomery, Fulton, Hamilton and Schoharie. District number twenty-eight (28) shall consist of the counties of Saratoga, S
chenectady and Washington. District number twenty-nine (29) shall consist of the county of Albany. District number thirty (30) shall consist of the county of Rensselaer. District number thirty-one (31) shall c
onsist of the counties of Clinton, Essex and Warren. District number thirt y-two (32) shall consist of the counties of St. Lawrence and Franklin. District number thirty-three (33) shall consist of the counties o
f Otsego and Herkimer. District number thirty-four (34) shall consist of  the county of Oneida. District number thirty-five (35) shall consist of the counties of Jefferson and Lewis. District number thirty-six 
(36) shall consist of the county of Onondaga. District number thirt y-seven (37) shall consist of the counties of Oswego and Madison. District number thirty-eight (38) shall consist of the counties of Br
oome, Cortland and Tioga. District number thirty-nine (39) shal l consist of the counties of Cayuga and Seneca. District number forty (40) shall consist of the counties of Chemung, Tompkins and S
chuyler. District number forty-one (41) shall consist of the cou nties of Steuben and Yates. District number forty-two (42) shall consist of the counties of Ontario and Wayne. District number forty-th
ree (43) shall consist of that part of the county of Monroe comp rising the towns of Brighton, Henrietta, Irondequoit, Mendon, Penfield, Perinton, Pittsford, Rush and Webster, and the fourth, sixth, se
venth, eighth, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, sixteenth, sevente enth and eighteenth wards of the city of Rochester, as at present constituted. District number forty-four (44) shall consist of that part o
f the county of Monroe comprising the towns of Chili, Clarkson , Gates, Greece, Hamlin, Ogden, Parma, Riga, Sweden and Wheatland, and the first, second, third, fifth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, fifteenth, 
nineteenth and twentieth wards of the city of Rochester, as at p resent constituted. District number forty-five (45) shall consist of the counties of Niagara, Genesee and Orleans. District number forty-s
ix (46) shall consist of the counties of Niagara, Genesee and O rleans. District number forty-seven (47) shall consist of that part of the county of Erie comprising the first, second, third, sixth, fifteent
h, nineteenth, twentieth, twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty-third and twenty-fourth wards of  the  city of Buffalo, as at present constituted. District number forty-eight (48) shall consist of that part of the county of Erie comprising the f
ourth, fifth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth and sixteenth wards of the city of Buffalo, as at present constituted. District number forty-nine (49) shall consist of that part of the county of E ri e compris ing the seventeenth, eighteenth and twenty-fifth wards of the city of Buffalo, as at present constituted; and all the remainder of the said
 county of Erie not hereinbefore described. District number fifty (50) shall consist of the counties of Chautauqua and Cattaraugus. 4. Except as herein otherwise provided, the federal census taken in the year nineteen hundred thirty and each federal censu s taken decennially thereafter shall be controlling as to the number of inhabitants in the state or any part thereof for the purposes of the
 apportionment of members of assembly and readjustment or alteration of senate and assembly districts next occurring, in so far as such census and the tabulation thereof purport to give the information necessary therefor. The legislature, by law, shall pro vide for the making and tabulation by state authorities of an enumeration of the inhabitants of the entire state to be used for such purpo
ses, instead of a federal census, if the taking of a federal census in any tenth year from the year nineteen hundred thirty be omitted or if the federal census fails to show the number of aliens or Indians not taxed. If a federal census, though giving the requisite information as to the state at large, fails to give the information as to any civil or territorial divisions which is required to be known for s
uch purposes, the legislature, by law, shall provide for such an enumeration of the inhabitants of such parts of the state only as may be necessary, which shall supersede in part the federal census and be used in connection therewith for such purposes. The legi slature, by law, may provide in its discretion for an enumeration by state authorities of the inhabitants of the state, to be used for such p
urposes, in place of a federal census, when the return of a decennial federal census is delayed so that it is not available at the beginning of the regular session of the legislature in the second year after the year nineteen hundred thirty or after any tenth year therefrom , or if an apportionment of members of assembly and readjustment or alteration of senate districts is not made at or before such a sessi
on. At the regular session in the year nineteen hundred thirty-two and at the first regular session after the year nineteen hundred forty and after each tenth year therefrom the senate districts shall be readjusted or altered, but if, in any decade, counting from and includ ing that which begins with the year nineteen hundred thirty-one, such a readjustment or alteration is not made at the time above prescri
bed, it shall be made at a subsequent session occurring not later than the sixth year of such decade, meaning not later than nineteen hundred thirty-six, nineteen hundred forty-six, nineteen hundred fifty-six, and so on; provided, however, that if such districts shall hav e been readjusted or altered by law in either of the years nineteen hundred thirty or nineteen hundred thirty-one, they shall remain unalt
ered until the first regular session after the year nineteen hundred forty. Such districts shall be so readjusted or altered that each senate district shall contain as nearly as may be an equal number of inhabitants, excluding aliens, and be in as compact form as practicabl e, and shall remain unaltered until the first year of the next decade as above defined, and shall at all times consist of contiguous territo
ry, and no county shall be divided in the formation of a senate district except to make two or more senate districts wholly in such county. No town, and no block in a city inclosed by streets or public ways, shall be divided in the formation of senate districts; nor shall an y district contain a greater excess in population over an adjoining district in the same county, than the population of a town or block th
erein adjoining such district. Counties, towns or blocks which, from their location, may be included in either of two districts, shall be so placed as to make said districts most nearly equal in number of inhabitants, excluding aliens. No county shall have four or more sen ators unless it shall have a full ratio for each senator. No county shall have more than one-third of all the senators; and no two countie
s or the territory thereof as now organized, which are adjoining counties, or which are separated only by public waters, shall have more than one-half of all the senators. The ratio for apportioning senators shall always be obtained by dividing the number of inhabitants, excluding aliens, by fifty, and the senate shall always be composed of fifty members, except that if any county having three or more se
nators at the time of any apportionment shall be entitled on such ratio to an additional senator or senators, such additional senator or senators shall be given to such county in addition to the fifty senators, and the whole number of senators shall be increased to that ext ent. The senate districts, including the present ones, as existing immediately before the enactment of a law readjusting or altering the 
senate districts, shall continue to be the senate districts of the state until the expirations of the terms of the senators then in office, except for the purpose of an election of senators for full terms beginning at such expirations, and for the formation of assembly districts. 5. The members of the assembly shall be chosen by single districts and shall be apportioned by the legislature at each regular session
 at which the senate districts are readjusted or altered, and by the same law, among the several counties of the state, as nearly as may be according to the number of their respective inhabitants, excluding aliens. Every county heretofore established and separately organi zed, except the county of Hamilton, shall always be entitled to one member of assembly, and no county shall hereafter be erected unle
ss its population shall entitle it to a member. The county of Hamilton shall elect with the county of Fulton, until the population of the county of Hamilton shall, according to the ratio, entitle it to a member. But the legislature may abolish the said county of Hamilton and annex the territory thereof to some other county or counties. The quotient obtained by dividing the whole number of inhabitants of the state, 
excluding aliens, by the number of members of assembly, shall be the ratio for apportionment, which shall be made as follows: One member of assembly shall be apportioned to every county, including Fulton and Hamilton as one county, containing less than the ratio and one-half  over. Two members shall be apportioned to every other county. The remaining members of assembly shall be apportioned to the coun
ties having more than two ratios according to the number of inhabitants, excluding aliens. Members apportioned on remainders shall be apportioned to the counties having the highest remainders in the order thereof respectively. No county shall have more members of assembly than  a county having a greater number of inhabitants, excluding aliens. The assembly districts, including the present ones, as existing imm
ediately before the enactment of a law making an apportionment of members of assembly among the counties, shall continue to be the assembly districts of the state until the expiration of the terms of members then in office, except for the purpose of an election of members of assemb ly for full terms beginning at such expirations. In any county entitled to more than one member, the board of supervisors, and in any ci
ty embracing an entire county and having no board of supervisors, the common council, or if there be none, the body exercising the powers of a common council, shall assemble at such times as the legislature making an apportionment shall prescribe, and divide such counties into asse mbly districts as nearly equal in number of inhabitants, excluding aliens, as may be, of convenient and contiguous territory in as comp
act form as practicable, each of which shall be wholly within a senate district formed under the same apportionment, equal to the number of members of assembly to which such county shall be entitled, and shall cause to be filed in the office of the secretary of state and of the clerk of such  county, a description of such districts, specifying the number of each district and of the inhabitants thereof, excluding aliens, accord
ing to the census or enumeration used as the population basis for the formation of such districts; and such apportionment and districts shall remain unaltered until after the next reapportionment of members of assembly. In counties having more than one senate district, the same number of a ssembly districts shall be put in each senate district, unless the assembly districts cannot be evenly divided among the senate district
s of any county, in which case one more assembly district shall be put in the senate district in such county having the largest, or one less assembly district shall be put in the senate district in such county having the smallest number of inhabitants, excluding aliens, as the case may require. No to wn, and no block in a city inclosed by streets or publi c ways, shall be divided in the formation of assembly districts, nor shall any distr
icts contain a greater excess in population over an adjoining district in the same senate district, than the population of a town or block therein adjoining such assembly district. Towns or blocks which, from their location may be included in either of two districts, shall be so placed as to make said dis tricts most nearly equal in number of inhabitants, excl udin g aliens. Nothing in this section shall prevent the division, at any time, of 
counties and towns and the erection of new towns by the legislature. An apportionment by the legislature, or other body, shall be subject to review by the supreme court, at the suit of any citizen, under such reasonable regulations as the legislature may prescribe; and any court before which a cause ma y be pending involving an apportionment, shall give p rece dence thereto over all other causes and proceedings, and if said
 court be not in session it shall convene promptly for the disposition of the same. 6. Each member of the legislature shall receive for his services an annual salary of two thousand five hundred dollars. He shall also be reimbursed for his actual traveling expenses in going to and returning from the place in w hich the legislature meets, not more than once eac h wee k while the legislature is in session. Senators, when the senate al
one is convened in extraordinary session, or when serving as members of the court for the trial of impeachments, and such members of the assembly, not exceeding nine in number, as shall be appointed managers of an impeachment, shall receive an additional allowance of ten dollars a day. 7. No person shall serve as a member of the legi slature unless he or  she is a citizen of the United States and has been a resident of the st
ate of New York for five years, and of the assembly or senate district for the twelve months immediately preceding his or her election. No member of the legislature shall, during the time for which he or she was elected, receive any civil appointment from the governor, the governor and the senate, the legislature or fr om any city governmen t, to  an office which shall have been created, or the emoluments whereof sh
all have been increased during such time. If a member of the legislature be elected to congress, or appointed to any office, civil or military, under the government of the United States, the state of New York, or under any city government except as a member of the national guard or naval militia of the state, or of the res erve forces of the Uni ted States, his or her acceptance thereof shall vacate his or her seat in the le
gislature, providing, however, that a member of the legislature may be appointed commissioner of deeds or to any office in which he or she shall receive no compensation. 8. The elections of senators and members of assembly, pursuant to the provisions of this constitution, shall be held on the Tuesday succeeding th e first M onday of November, unless otherwise directed by the legislature. 9. A majority o
f each house shall constitute a quorum to do business. Each house shall determine the rules of its own proceedings, and be the judge of the elections, returns and qualifications of its own members; shall choose its own officers; and the senate shall choose a temporary president to preside in case of the absence or i mpeachment of the lieutenant-governor, or when he shall refuse to act as president, o
r shall act as governor. 10. Each house of the legislature shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and publish the same, except such parts as may require secrecy. The doors of each house shall be kept open, except when the public welfare shall require secrecy. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, ad journ for more than two days. 11. For any speech or debate in either house of the legislature, t
he members shall not be questioned in any other place. 12. Any bill may originate in either house of the legislature, and all bills passed by one house may be amended by the other. 13. The enacting clause of all bills shall be "The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as foll ows," and no law shall be enacted except by bill. 14. No bill shall be passed or become a law unless
 it shall have been printed and upon the desks of the members, in its final form, at least three calendar legislative days prior to its final passage, unless the governor, or the acting governor, shall have certified, under his hand and the seal of the state, the facts which in his opinion necessitate an immediate vote the reon, in which case it must nevertheless be upon the desks of the members in final form, not necessaril
y printed, before its final passage; nor shall any bill be passed or become a law, except by the assent of a majority of the members elected to each branch of the legislature; and upon the last reading of a bill, no amendment thereof shall be allowed, and the question upon its final passage shall be taken immediatel y thereafter, and the ayes and nays entered on the journal. 15. No private or local bill, which may be passed by
 the legislature, shall embrace more than one subject, and that shall be expressed in the title. 16. No act shall be passed which shall provide that any existing law, or any part thereof, shall be made or deemed a part of said act, or which shall enact that any existing law, or part thereof, shall be applicable, except b y inserting it in such act. 17. The legislature shall not pass a private or local bill in any of the following cases: Changi
ng the names of persons. Laying out, opening, altering, working or discontinuing roads, highways or alleys, or for draining swamps or other low lands. Locating or changing county seats. Providing for changes of venue in civil or criminal cases. Incorporating villages. Providing for election of members of board s of supervisors. Selecting, drawing, summoning or empaneling grand or petit jurors. Regulating the rate of interest on mone
y. The opening and conducting of elections or designating places of voting. Creating, increasing or decreasing fees, percentages or allowances of public officers, during the term for which said officers are elected or appointed. Granting to any corporation, association or individual the right to lay down railroad t racks. Granting to any private corporation, association or individual any exclusive privilege, immunity or franchise whatever. Grantin
g to any person, association, firm or corporation, an exemption from taxation on real or personal property. Providing for the building of bridges, except over the waters forming a part of the boundaries of the state, by other than a municipal or other public corporation or a public agency of the state. The legislatur e shall pass general laws providing for the cases enumerated in this section, and for all other cases which in its judgment, may be provided for b
y general laws. But no law shall authorize the construction or operation of a street railroad except upon the condition that the consent of the owners of one-half in value of the property bounded on, and the consent also of local authorities, having control of that portion of a street or highway upon which it is proposed to construct or operate such railroad, be first obtained, or in case the consent of such property owners cannot be obtained, the appellate division of t
he supreme court, in the department in which it proposed to be constructed, may, upon application, appoint three commissioners who shall determine, after a hearing of all parties interested, whether such railroad ought to be constructed or operated, and their determination, confirmed by the court, may be taken in lieu of the consent of the property owners. 18. The legislature shall pass no bill, resolution or other measure prohibiting any municipal corporation ope
rating a gas, electric or water public utility service from making and receiving, in addition to an amount equivalent to taxes which the said service, if privately owned, would pay to such municipal corporation, a fair return on the value of the property used and useful in such public utility service, over and above costs of operation and necessary and proper reserves, or prohibiting the use of the profits resulting from the operation of a public utility service for the pay
ment of expenses or obligations incurred by such municipal corporation for municipal purposes, or prohibiting the use of such profits for the payment of refunds to consumers. 19. The legislature shall neither audit nor allow any private claim or account against the state, but may appropriate money to pay such claims as shall have been audited and allowed according to law. No claim against the state shall be audited, allowed or paid which, as between citizens of t
he state, would be barred by lapse of time. This provision shall not be construed to repeal any statute fixing the time within which claims shall be presented or allowed, nor shall it extend to any claims duly presented within the time allowed by law, and prosecuted with due diligence from the time of such presentment. But if the claimant shall be under legal disability, the claim may be presented within two years after such disability is removed. 20. The assent of two
-thirds of the members elected to each branch of the legislature shall be requisite to every bill appropriating the public moneys or property for local or private purposes. 21. Sections 15, 16 and 17 of this article shall not apply to any bill, or the amendments to any bill, which shall be recommended to the legislature by commissioners or any public agency appointed or directed pursuant to law to prepare revisions, consolidations or compilations of statutes. But a bill 
amending an existing law shall not be excepted from the provisions of sections 15, 16 and 17 of this article unless such amending bill shall itself be recommended to the legislature by such commissioners or public agency. 22. Every law which imposes, continues or revives a tax shall distinctly state the tax and the object to which it is to be applied, and it shall not be sufficient to refer to any other law to fix such tax or object. 23. On the final passage, in either hous
e of the legislature, of any act which imposes, continues or revives a tax, or creates a debt or charge, or makes, continues or revives any appropriation of public or trust money or property, or releases, discharges or commutes any claim or demand of the state, the question shall be taken by yeas and nays, which shall be duly entered upon the journals, and three-fifths of all the members elected to either house shall, in all such cases, be necessary to constitute a q
uorum therein. 24. The legislature shall, by law, provide for the occupation and employment of prisoners sentenced to the several state prisons, penitentiaries, jails and reformatories in the state; and no person in any such prison, penitentiary, jail or reformatory, shall be required or allowed to work, while under sentence thereto, at any trade, industry or occupation, wherein or whereby his work, or the product or profit of his work, shall be farmed out, contracted, gi
ven or sold to any person, firm, association or corporation. This section shall not be construed to prevent the legislature from providing that convicts may work for, and that the products of their labor may be disposed of to, the state or any political division thereof, or for or to any public institution owned or managed and controlled by the state, or any political division thereof. ARTICLE IV 1. The executive power shall be vested in the governor, who shall hold his of
fice for four years; the lieutenant-governor shall be chosen at the same time, and for the same term. The governor and lieutenant-governor shall be chosen at the general election held in the year nineteen hundred thirty-eight, each fourth year thereafter. The persons respectively having the highest number of votes for governor and lieutenant-governor shall be elected. 2. No person shall be eligible to the office of governor or lieutenant-governor, except a citizen of t


