
THE STATE CONSTITUTION OF NORTH CAROLINA. PREAMBLE We, the people of the State of North Carolina, grateful to Almighty God, the Sovereign Ruler of Nations, for the preservation of the American Union and the existence of our civil, political and religious liberties, and acknowledging our dependence upon Him for the continuance of those blessings to us and our 
posterity, do, for the more certain security thereof and for the better government of this State, ordain and establish this Constitution. ARTICLE I DECLARATION OF RIGHTS that the great, general, and essential principles of liberty and free government may be recognized and established, and that the relations of this State to the union and government of the United States an
d those of the people of this State to the rest of the American people may be defined and affirmed, we do declare that: Section 1. The equality and rights of persons. We hold it to be self-evident that all persons are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, the enjoyment of the fruits of their own lab
or, and the pursuit of happiness. Sec. 2. Sovereignty of the people. All political power is vested in and derived from the people; all government right originates from the people, is founded upon their will only, and is instituted solely for the good of the whole. Sec. 3. Internal government of the State. The people of this State have the inherent, sole, and exclusive right of regula
ting the internal government and police thereof, and of altering or abolishing their Constitution and form of government whenever it may be necessary to their safety and happiness; but every such right shall be exercised in pursuance of law and consistently with the Constitution of the United States. Sec. 4. Secession prohibited. This State shall ever remain a member of th
e American Union; the people thereof are part of the American nation; there is no right on the part of this State to secede; and all attempts, from whatever source or upon whatever pretext, to dissolve this Union or to sever this Nation, shall be resisted with the whole power of the State. Sec. 5. Allegiance to the United States. Every citizen of this State owes paramount allegia
nce to the Constitution and government of the United States, and no law or ordinance of the State in contravention or subversion thereof can have any binding force. Sec. 6. Separation of powers. The legislative, executive, and supreme judicial powers of the State government shall be forever separate and distinct from each other. Sec. 7. Suspending laws. All power of susp
ending laws or the execution of laws by any authority, without the consent of the representatives of the people, is injurious to their rights and shall not be exercised. Sec. 8. Representation and taxation. The people of this State shall not be taxed or made subject to the payment of any impost or duty without the consent of themselves or their representatives in the General A
ssembly, freely given. Sec.Sec. 9. Frequent elections. For redress of grievances and for amending and strengthening the laws, elections shall be often held. Sec. 10. Free elections. All elections shall be free. Sec. 11. Property qualifications. As political rights and privileges are not dependent upon or modified by property, no property qualification shall affect the right to vote 
or hold office. Sec. 12. Right of assembly and petition. The people have a right to assemble together to consult for their common good, to instruct their representatives, and to apply to the General Assembly for redress of grievances; but secret political societies are dangerous to the liberties of a free people and shall not be tolerated. Sec. 13. Religious liberty. All persons h
ave a natural and inalienable right to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences, and no human authority shall, in any case whatever, control or interfere with the rights of conscience. Sec. 14. Freedom of speech and press. Freedom of speech and of the press are two of the great bulwarks of liberty and therefore shall never be restrained, but e
very person shall be held responsible for their abuse. Sec. 15. Education. The people have a right to the privilege of education, and it is the duty of the State to guard and maintain that right. Sec. 16. Ex post facto laws. Retrospective laws, punishing acts committed before the existence of such laws and by them only declared criminal, are oppressive, unjust, and incompatibl
e with liberty, and therefore no ex post facto law shall be enacted. No law taxing retrospectively sales, purchases, or other acts previously done shall be enacted. Sec. 17. Slavery and involuntary servitude. Slavery is forever prohibited. Involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the parties have been adjudged guilty, is forever prohibited. Sec. 18. Court
s shall be open. All courts shall be open; every person for an injury done him in his lands, goods, person, or reputation shall have remedy by due course of law; and right and justice shall be administered without favor, denial, or delay. Sec. 19. Law of the land; equal protection of the laws. No person shall be taken, imprisoned, or disseized of his freehold, liberties, or privile
ges, or outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner deprived of his life, liberty, or property, but by the law of the land. No person shall be denied the equal protection of the laws; nor shall any person be subjected to discrimination by the State because of race, color, religion, or national origin. Sec. 20. General warrants. General warrants, whereby any officer or other person may b
e commanded to search suspected places without evidence of the act committed, or to seize any person or persons not named, whose offense is not particularly described and supported by evidence, are dangerous to liberty and shall not be granted. Sec. 21. Inquiry into restraints on liberty. Every person restrained of his liberty is entitled to a remedy to inquire into the law
fulness thereof, and to remove the restraint if unlawful, and that remedy shall not be denied or delayed. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended. Sec. 22. Modes of prosecution. Except in misdemeanor cases initiated in the District Court Division, no person shall be put to answer any criminal charge but by indictment, presentment, or impeachment. 
But any person, when represented by counsel, may, under such regulations as the General Assembly shall prescribe, waive indictment in noncapital cases. Sec. 23. Rights of accused. In all criminal prosecutions, every person charged with a crime has the right to be informed of the accusation and the confront the accusers and witnesses with other testimony, and to have 
counsel for defense, and not be compelled to give self-incriminating evidence, or to pay costs, jail fees, or necessary witness fees of the defense, unless found guilty. Sec. 24. Right of jury trial in criminal cases. No person shall be convicted of any crime but by the unanimous verdict of a jury in open court. The General Assembly may, however, provide for other means of tri
al for misdemeanors, with the right of appeal for trial de novo. Sec. 25. Right of jury trial in civil cases. In all controversies at law respecting property, the ancient mode of trial by jury is one of the best securities of the rights of the people, and shall remain sacred and inviolable. Sec. 26. Jury Service. No person shall be excluded from jury service on account of sex, race, col
or, religion, or national origin. Sec. 27. Bail, fines, and punishments. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishments inflicted. Sec. 28. Imprisonment for debt. There shall be no imprisonment for debt in this State, except in cases of fraud. Sec. 29. Treason against the State. Treason against the State shall consist only of le
vying war against it or adhering to its enemies by giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court. No conviction of treason or attainder shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture. Sec. 30. Militia and the right to bear arms. A well regulated militia being nece
ssary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed; and, as standing armies in time of peace are dangerous to liberty, they shall not be maintained, and the military shall be kept under strict subordination to, and governed by, the civil power. Nothing herein shall justify the practice of carrying concealed weapons, or preve
nt the General Assembly from enacting penal statutes against that practice. Sec. 31. Quartering of soldiers. No soldier shall in time of peace be quartered in any house without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war but in a manner prescribed by law. Sec. 32. Exclusive emoluments. No person or set of persons is entitled to exclusive or separate emoluments or privileg
es from the community but in consideration of public services. Sec. 33. Hereditary emoluments and honors. No hereditary emoluments, privileges, or honors shall be granted or conferred in this State. Sec. 34. Perpetuities and monopolies. Perpetuities and monopolies are contrary to the genius of a free state and shall not be allowed. Sec. 35. Recurrence to fundamental prin
ciples. A frequent recurrence to fundamental principles is absolutely necessary to preserve the blessings of liberty. Sec. 36. Other rights of the people. The enumeration of rights in this Article shall not be construed to impair or deny others retained by the people. ARTICLE II LEGISLATIVE Section 1. Legislative power. The legislative power of the State shall be vested in the 
General Assembly, which shall consist of a Senate and a House of Representatives. Sec. 2. Number of Senators. The Senate shall be composed of 50 Senators, biennially chosen by ballot. The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall convene the General Assembly in extra session by their joint proclamation upon receipt by the Preside
nt of the Senate of written requests therefor signed by three-fifths of all the members of the Senate and upon receipt by the Speaker of the House of Representatives of written requests therefor signed by three-fifths of all the members of the House of Representatives. Sec. 3. Senate districts; apportionment of Senators. The Senators shall be elected from districts. The Gene
ral Assembly, at the first regular session convening after the return of every decennial census of population taken by order of Congress, shall revise the senate districts and the apportionment of Senators among those districts, subject to the following requirements: (1) Each Senator shall represent, as nearly as may be, an equal number of inhabitants, the number of inhabit
ants that each Senator represents being determined for this purpose by dividing the population of the district that he represents by the number of Senators apportioned to that district; (2) Each senate district shall at all times consist of contiguous territory; (3) No county shall be divided in the formation of a senate district; (4) When established, the senate districts and the a
pportionment of Senators shall remain unaltered until the return of another decennial census of population taken by order of Congress. Sec. 4. Number of Representatives. The House of Representatives shall be composed of 120 Representatives, biennially chosen by ballot. Sec. 5. Representative districts; apportionment of Representatives. The Representatives shall be ele
cted from districts. The General Assembly, at the first regular session convening after the return of every decennial census of population taken by order of Congress, shall revise the representative districts and the apportionment of Representatives among those districts, subject to the following requirements: (1) Each Representative shall represent, as nearly as may be, an
 equal number of inhabitants, the number of inhabitants that each Representative represents being determined for this purpose by dividing the population of the district that he represents by the number of Representatives apportioned to that district; (2) Each representative district shall at all times consist of contiguous territory; (3) No county shall be divided in the formati
on of a representative district; (4) When established, the representative districts and the apportionment of Representatives shall remain unaltered until the return of another decennial census of population taken by order of Congress. Sec. 6. Qualifications for Senator. Each Senator, at the time of his election, shall be not less than 25 years of age, shall be a qualified voter of 
the State, and shall have resided in the State as a citizen for two years and in the district for which he is chosen for one year immediately preceding his election. Sec. 7. Qualifications for Representative. Each Representative, at the time of his election, shall be a qualified voter of the State, and shall have resided in the district for which he is chosen for one year immediately 
preceding his election. Sec. 8. Elections. The election for members of the General Assembly shall be held for the respective districts in 1972 and every two years thereafter, at the places and on the day prescribed by law. Sec. 9. Term of office. The term of office of Senators and Representatives shall commence at the time of their election. Sec. 10. Vacancies. Every vacancy 
occurring in the membership of the General Assembly by reason of death, resignation, or other cause shall be filled in the manner prescribed by law. Sec. 11. Regular sessions. The General Assembly shall meet in regular session in 1973 and every two years thereafter on the day prescribed by law. Neither house shall proceed upon public business unless a majority of all of
 its members are actually present. Sec. 12. Oath of members. Each member of the General Assembly, before taking his seat, shall take an oath or affirmation that he will support the Constitution and laws of the United States and the Constitution of the State of North Carolina and will faithfully discharge his duty as a member of the Senate or House of Representatives. Sec. 1
3. President of the Senate. The Lieutenant Governor shall be President of the Senate and shall preside over the Senate, but shall have no vote unless the Senate is equally divided. Sec. 14. Other officers of the Senate. (1) President Pro Tempore - succession to presidency. The Senate shall elect from its membership a President Pro Tempore, who shall become President of t
he Senate upon the failure of the Lieutenant Governor-elect to qualify, or upon succession by the Lieutenant Governor to the office of Governor, or upon the death, resignation, or removal from office of the President of the Senate, and who shall serve until the expiration of his term of office as Senator. (2) President Pro Tempore - temporary succession. During the physical 
or mental incapacity of the President of the Senate to perform the duties of his office, or during the absence of the President of the Se nate, the President Pro Tempore shall preside over the Senate. (3) Other officers. The Senate shall elect its other officers. Sec. 15. Officers of the House of Representatives. The House of Representatives shall elect its Speaker and other offic
ers. Sec. 16. Compensation and allowances. The members and officers of the General Assembly shall receive for their services the c ompensation and allowances prescribed by law. An increase in the compensation or allowances of members shall b ecome effective at the beginning of the next regular ses
sion of the General Assembly following the session at which it was enacted. Sec. 17. Journals. Each house shall keep a journal of its  proceedings, which shall be printed and made public i
mmediately after the adjournment of the General Assembly. Sec. 18. Protests. Any member of either house may dissent from and pr otest against any act or resolve which he may think inj
urious to the public or to any individual, and have the reasons of his dissent entered on the journal. Sec. 19. Record votes. Upon m otion made in either house and seconded by one fifth
 of the members present, the yeas and nays upon any question shall be taken and entered upon the journal. Sec. 20. Powers of th e General Assembly. Each house shall be judge of t
he qualifications and elections of its own members, shall sit upon its own adjournment from day to day, and shall prepare bill s to be enacted into laws. The two houses may joi
ntly adjourn to any future day or other place. Either house may, of its own motion, adjourn for a period not in excess of three  da ys. Sec. 21. Style of the acts. The style of the acts 
shall be: "The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:" Sec. 22. Action on bills. All bills and resolutions of a legis lativ e  nature shall be read three times in each house b
efore they become laws, and shall be signed by the presiding officers of both houses. Sec. 23. Revenue bills.  N o law shall be enacted to raise money on the credit of the St
ate, or to pledge the faith of the State directly or indirectly for the payment of any debt, or to impose  any ta x  upon the people of the State, or to allow the counties, cities, or tow
ns to do so, unless the bill for the purpose shall have been read three several times in each house of the  Ge neral Assembly and passed three several readings, which readings shall 
have been on three different days, and shall have been agreed to by each house respectively , and unless the  yeas and nays on the second and third readings of the 
bill shall have been entered on the journal. Sec. 24. Limitations on local, private, and special  leg islation. (1) Prohibited subjects. The General A
ssembly shall not enact any local, private, or special act or resolution: (a) Relating to healt h, s anitation, and the abatement of nuisances; (b)
 Changing the names of cities, towns, and townships; (c) Authorizing the laying out, o pen ing, altering, maintaining, or discontinuing of 
highways, streets, or alleys; (d) Relating to ferries or bridges; (e) Relating to non- navi gable streams; (f) Relating to cemeteries; (g) 
Relating to the pay of jurors; (h) Erecting new townships, or changing townshi ps lines, or establishing or changing the lines of 
school districts; (i) Remitting fines, penalties, and forfeitures, or refunding moneys legally paid into the public treasury; (j
) Regulating labor, trade, mining, or manufacturing; (k) Extendi ng t h e time for the levy or collection of taxes or othe
rwise relieving any collector of taxes from the due perfo rmance of his official duties or his sureties from liab
ility; (l) Giving effect to informal wills and deeds; (m) Gr anting a divorce or securing alimony in any individua
l case; (n) Altering the name of any person, or legitimat ing  any person not born in lawful wedlock, or restoring to
 the rights of citizenship any person convicted of a felo ny. (2) Repea ls. Nor shall the General Assembly enact any such local
, private, or special act by the partial repeal of a gen eral law; but th e General Assembly may at any time repeal local, private, o
r special laws enacted by it. (3) Prohibited ac ts void. Any local, private, or special act or resolution enacted in violatio
n of the provisions of this Section shall be v oid. (4) General laws. The General Assembly may enact general laws r
egulating the matters set out in this Section.  ARTICLE III EXECUTIVE Sect ion 1. Executive power. The executive power of the State shall be vest
ed in the Governor. Sec. 2. Governor and Li eutenant Govern; election, term, and qualifications.  (1) Election and term. The Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall be e
lected by the qualified voters of the State in 19 72 and every four years thereafter, at the same time and p laces as members of the General Assembly are elected. Their term of offic
e shall be four years and shall commence on the first day of January ne xt after their election and continue until their successors are elected and qualified. (2) Qualifications. No person shall be eligible for election to t
he office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor unless, at the time of his election, he shall have attained the age of 30 years and shall have been a citizen of the Un ited States for five years and a resident of this State for two years immediatel
y preceding his election. No person elected to either of these two offices shall be eligible for election to the next succeeding term of the same office. Sec. 3. Succ ession  t o office of Governor. (1) Succession as Governor. The Lieutena
nt Governor-elect shall become Governor upon the failure of the Governor-elect to qualify. The Lieutenant Governor shall become Governor upon the death, resi gnation, or removal from office of the Governor. The further 
order of succession to the office of Governor shall be prescribed by law. A successor shall serve for the remainder of the term of the Governor whom he succeed s and until a new Governor is elected and qualified. (2) Success
ion as Acting Governor. During the absence of the Governor from the State, or during the physical or mental incapacity of the Governor to perform the duties of his office, the Lieutenant Governor shal l be Acting Governor. The further order of succession as Acting 
Governor shall be prescribed by law. (3) Physical incapacity. The Governor may, by a written statement filed with the Attorney General, declare that he is physically incapable of performing the duties of his  o ffice, and may thereafter in the same manner declare that he is phy
sically capable of performing the duties of his office. (4) Mental incapacity. The mental incapacity of the Governor to perform the duties of his office shall be determined only joint resolution adopted by a v ot e of two -thirds of all the members of each house of the General Assembly. T
hereafter, the mental capacity of the Governor to perform the duties of his office shall be determined only by joint resolution adopted by a vote of a majority of all the members of each house of the General A ssembly. In all cases, the General Assembly shall give the Governor such notice as it may d
eem proper and shall allow him an opportunity to be heard before a joint session of the General Assembly before it takes final action. When the General Assembly is not in session, the Council of State, a majo rit y of its members concurring, may convene it in extra session for the purpose of proceeding u
nder this paragraph. (5) Impeachment. Removal of the Governor from office for any other cause shall be by impeachment. Sec. 4. Oath of office for Governor. The Governor, before entering upon the duties of his  off ice, shall, before any Justice of the Supreme Court, take an oath or affirmation that he will supp
ort the Constitution and laws of the United States and of the State of North Carolina, and that he will faithfully perform the duties pertaining to the office of Governor. Sec. 5. Duties of Governor. (1) Residence. The Governor shall reside at the seat of government of this State. (2) Information to General Assembly. T
he Governor shall from time to time give the General Assembly information of the affairs of the State and recommend to their consideration such measures as he shall deem expedient. (3) Budget. The Governor sha ll prepare and recommend to the General Assembly a comprehensive budget of the anticipated reven
ue and proposed expenditures of the State for the ensuing fiscal period. The budget as enacted by the General Assembly shall be administered by the Governor. (4) Execution of laws. The Governor shall take care th at the laws be faithfully executed. (5) Commander in Chief. The Governor shall be Commander in Chief o
f the military forces of the State except when they shall be called into the service of the United States. ((6) Clemency. The Governor may grant reprieves, commutations, and pardons, after conviction, for all offenses (ex cept in cases of impeachment), upon such conditions as he may think proper, subject to regulations presc
ribed by law relative to the manner of applying for pardons. The terms reprieves, commutations, and pardons shall not include paroles. (7) Extra sessions. The Governor may, on extraordinary occasions, by and with the advice of the Council of State, convene the General Assembly in extra session by his proclamation, stating t
herein the purpose of purposes for which they are thus convened. (8) Appointments. The Governor shall nominate and by and with the advice and consent of a majority of the Senators appoint all officers whose appointme nts are not otherwise provided for. (9) Information. The Governor may at any time require information in writing
 from the head of any administrative department or agency upon any subject relating to the duties of his office. (10) Administrative reorganization. The General Assembly shall prescribe the functions, powers, and duties of t he administrative departments and agencies of the State and may alter them from time to time, but the Governor 
may make such changes in the allocation of offices and agencies and in the allocation of those functions, powers, and duties as he considers necessary for efficient administration. If those changes affect existing law, they sh all be set forth in executive orders, which shall be submitted to the General Assembly not later than the sixtieth ca
lendar day of its session, and shall become effective and shall have the force of law upon adjournment sine die of the session, unless specifically disapproved by resolution of either house of the General Assembly or specificall y modified by joint resolution of both houses of the General Assembly. Sec. 6. Duties of the Lieutenant Governor. T
he Lieutenant Governor shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no vote unless the Senate is equally divided. He shall perform such additional duties as the General Assembly or the Governor may assign to him. He shall re ceive the compensation and allowances prescribed by law. Sec. 7. Other elective officers. (1) Officers. A Secretary of 
State, an Auditor, a Treasurer, a Superintendent of Public Instruction, an Attorney General, a Commissioner of Agriculture, a Commissioner of Labor, and a Commissioner of Insurance shall be elected by the qualified voters of the S tate in 1972 and every four years thereafter, at the same time and places as members of the General Assembly are elec
ted. Their term of office shall be four years and shall commence on the first day of January next after their election and continue until their successors are elected and qualified. (2) Duties. Their respective duties shall be prescribed by  law. (3) Vacancies. If the office of any of these officers is vacated by death, resignation, or otherwise, it shall be the du
ty of the Governor to appoint another to serve until his successor is elected and qualified. Every such vacancy shall be filled by election at the first election for members of the General Assembly that occurs more than 30 days after the vacancy h as taken place, and the person chosen shall hold the office for the remainder of the unexpired term fixed in this Section. 
When a vacancy occurs in the office of any of the officers named in this Section and the term expires on the first day of January succeeding the next election for members of the General Assembly, the Governor shall appoint to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term of the office. (4) Interim officers. Upon the occurrence of a vacancy in the office of any one of these officers f
or any of the causes stated in the preceding paragraph, the Governor may appoint an interim officer to perform the duties of that office until a person is appointed or elected pursuant to this Section to fill the vacancy and is qualified. (5) Acting officers. During the physical or mental incapacity of any one of these officers to perform the duties of his office, as determined pur
suant to this Section, the duties of his office shall be performed by an acting officer who shall be appointed by the Governor. (6) Determination of incapacity. The General Assembly shall by law prescribe with respect to those officers, other than the Governor, whose offices are created by this Article, procedures for determining the physical or mental incapacity of any office
r to perform the duties of his office, and for determining whether an officer who has been temporarily incapacitated has sufficiently recovered his physical or mental capacity to perform the duties of his office. Removal of those officers from office for any other cause shall be by impeachment. Sec. 8. Council of State. The Council of State shall consist of the officers whose o
ffices are established by this Article. Sec. 9. Compensation and allowances. The officers whose offices are established by this Article shall at stated periods receive the compensation and allowances prescribed by law, which shall not be diminished during the time for which they have been chosen. Sec. 10. Seal of State. There shall be a seal of the State, which shall be kept 
by the Governor and used by him as occasion may require, and shall be called "The Great Seal of the State of North Carolina". All grants and commissions shall be issued in the name and by the authority of the State of North Carolina, sealed with "The Great Seal of the State of North Carolina", and signed by the Governor. Sec. 11. Administrative departments. Not later than
 July 1, 1975, all administrative departments, agencies, and offices of the State and their respective functions, powers, and duties shall be allocated by law among and within not more than 25 principal administrative departments so as to group them as far as practicable according to major purposes. Regulatory, quasi-judicial, and temporary agencies may, but need not, be 
allocated within a principal department. ARTICLE IV JUDICIAL Section 1. Judicial power. The judicial power of the State shall, except as provided in Section 3 of this Article, be vested in a Court for the Trial of Impeachments and in a General Court of Justice. The General Assembly shall have no power to deprive the judicial department of any power or jurisdiction that rightf
ully pertains to it as a co-ordinate department of the government, nor shall it establish or authorize any courts other than as permitted by this Article. Sec. 2. General Court of Justice. The General Court of Justice shall constitute a unified judicial system for purposes of jurisdiction, operation, and administration, and shall consist of an Appellate Division, a Superior Court Di
vision, and a District Court Division. Sec. 3. Judicial powers of administrative agencies. The General Assembly may vest in administrative agencies established pursuant to law such judicial powers as may be reasonably necessary as an incident to the accomplishment of the purposes for which the agencies were created. Appeals from administrative agencies shall be to th
e General Court of Justice. Sec. 4. Court for the Trial of Impeachments. The House of Representatives solely shall have the power of impeaching. The Court for the Trial of Impeachments shall be the Senate. When the Governor or Lieutenant Governor is impeached, the Chief Justice shall preside over the Court. A majority of the members shall be necessary to a quorum, an
d no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the Senators present. Judgment upon conviction shall not extend beyond removal from and disqualification to hold office in this State, but the party shall be liable to indictment and punishment according to law. Sec. 5. Appellate division. The Appellate Division of the General Court of Justice shall con
sist of the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals. Sec. 6. Supreme Court. (1) Membership. The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Justice and six Associate Justices, but the General Assembly may increase the number of Associate Justices to not more than eight. In the event the Chief Justice is unable, on account of absence or temporary incapacity, to perform any 
of the duties placed upon him, the senior Associate Justice available may discharge those duties. (2) Sessions of the Supreme Court. The sessions of the Supreme Court shall be held in the City of Raleigh unless otherwise provided by the General Assembly. Sec. 7. Court of Appeals. The structure, organization, and composition of the Court of Appeals shall be determined 
by the General Assembly. The Court shall have not less than five members, and may be authorized to sit in divisions, or other than en banc. Sessions of the Court shall be held at such times and places as the General Assembly may prescribe. Sec. 8. Retirement of Justices and Judges. The General Assembly shall provide by general law for the retirement of Justices and Ju
dges of the General Court of Justice, and may provide for the temporary recall of any retired Justice or Judge to serve on the court from which he was retired. Sec. 9. Superior Courts (1) Superior Court districts. The General Assembly shall, from time to time, divide the State into a convenient number of Superior Court judicial districts and shall provide for the election of on
e or more Superior Court Judges for each district. Each regular Superior Court Judge shall reside in the district for which he is elected. The General Assembly may provide by general law for the selection or appointment of special or emergency Superior Court Judges not selected for a particular judicial district. (2) Open at all times; sessions for trial of cases. The Superior 
Courts shall be open at all times for the transaction of all business except the trial of issues of fact requiring a jury. Regular trial sessions of the Superior Court shall be held at times fixed pursuant to a calendar of courts promulgated by the Supreme Court. At least two sessions for the trial of jury cases shall be held annually in each county. (3) Clerks. A clerk of the Superio
r Court for each county shall be elected for a term of four years by the qualified voters thereof, at the same time and places as members of the General Assembly are elected. If the office of Clerk of the Superior Court becomes vacant otherwise than by the expiration of the term, or if the people fail to elect, the senior regular resident Judge of the Superior Court serving the c
ounty shall appoint to fill the vacancy until an election can be regularly held. Sec. 10. District Courts. The General Assembly shall, from time to time, divide the State into a convenient number of local court districts and shall prescribe where the District Courts shall sit, but a District Court must sit in at least on place in each county. District Judges shall be elected for each di
strict for a term of four years, in a manner prescribed by law. When more than one District Judge is authorized and elected for a district, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall designate one of the judges as Chief District Judge. Every District Judge shall reside in the district for which he is elected. For each county, the senior regular resident Judge of the Superior Co
urt serving the county shall appoint for a term of two years, from nominations submitted by the Clerk of the Superior Court of the county, one or more Magistrates who shall be officers of the District Court. The number of District Judges and Magistrates shall, from time to time, be determined by the General Assembly. Vacancies in the office of District Judge shall be filled fo
r the unexpired term in a manner prescribed by law. Vacancies in the office of Magistrate shall be filled for the unexpired term in the manner provided for original appointment to the office. Sec. 11. Assignment of Judges. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, acting in accordance with rules of the Supreme Court, shall make assignments of Judges of the Superior Court a
nd may transfer District Judges from one district to another for temporary or specialized duty. The principle of rotating Superior Court Judges among the various districts of a division is a salutary one and shall be observed. For this purpose the General Assembly may divide the State into a number of judicial divisions. Subject to the general supervision of the Chief Justice
 of the Supreme Court, assignment of District Judges within each local court district shall be made by the Chief District Judge. Sec. 12. Jurisdiction of the General Court of Justice. (1) Supreme Court. The Supreme Court shall have jurisdiction to review upon appeal and decision of the courts below, upon any matter of law or legal inference. The jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court over "issues of fact" and "questions of fact" shall be the same exercised by it prior to the adoption of this Article, and the Court may issue any remedial writs necessary to give it general supervision and control over the proceedings of the other courts. (2) Court of Appeals. The Court of Appeals shall have such appellate jurisdiction as the General Assembly may pres
cribe. (3) Superior Court. Except as otherwise provided by the General Assembly, the Superior Court shall have original general jurisdiction throughout the State. The Clerks of the Superior Court shall have such jurisdiction and powers as the General Assembly shall prescribe by general law uniformly applicable in every county of the State. (4) District Courts; Magistrates. T
he General Assembly shall, by general law uniformly applicable in every local court district of the State, prescribe the jurisdiction and powers of the District Courts and Magistrates. (5) Waiver. The General Assembly may be general law provide that the jurisdictional limits may be waived in civil cases. (6) Appeals. The General Assembly shall by general law provide a proper 
system of appeals. Appeals from Magistrates shall be heard de novo, with the right of trial by jury as defined in this Constitution and the laws of this State.' Sec. 13. Forms of action; rules of procedure. (1) Forms of Action. There shall be in this State but one form of action for the enforcement or protection of private rights or the redress of private wrongs, which shall be den
ominated a civil action, and in which there shall be a right to have issues of fact tried before a jury. Every action prosecuted by the people of the State as a party against a person charged with a public offense, for the punishment thereof, shall be termed a criminal action. (2) Rules of procedure. The Supreme Court shall have exclusive authority to make rules of procedure a
nd practice for the Appellate Division. The General Assembly may make rules of procedure and practice for the Superior Court and District Court Divisions, and the General Assembly may delegate this authority to the Supreme Court. No rule of procedure or practice shall abridge substantive rights or abrogate or limit the right of trial by jury. If the General Assembly should 
delegate to the Supreme Court the rule-making power, the General Assembly may, nevertheless, alter, amend, or repeal any rule of procedure or practice adopted by the Supreme Court for the Superior Court or District Court Divisions. Sec. 14. Waiver of jury trial. In all issues of fact joined in any court, the parties in any civil case may waive the right to have the issues deter
mined by a jury, in which case the finding of the judge upon the facts shall have the force and effect of a verdict by a jury. Sec. 15. Administration. The General Assembly shall provide for an administrative office of the courts to carry out the provisions of this Article. Sec. 16. Terms of office and election of Justices of the Supreme Court, Judges of the Court of Appeals, and 
Judges of the Superior Court. Justices of the Supreme Court, Judges of the Court of Appeals, and regular Judges of the Superior Court shall be elected by the qualified voters and shall hold office for terms of eight years and until their successors are elected and qualified. Justices of the Supreme Court and Judges of the Court of Appeals shall be elected by the qualified vo
ters of the State. Regular Judges of the Superior Court may be elected by the qualified voters of the State or by the voters of their respective districts, as the General Assembly may prescribe. Sec. 17. Removal of judicial officers. (1) Justices of Supreme Court, Judges of the Court of Appeals, and Judges of Superior Court. Any Justice of the Supreme Court, Judge of the Co
urt of Appeals, or Judge or of the Superior Court may be removed from office for mental or physical incapacity by joint resolution of two-thirds of all the members of each house of the General Assembly. Any Justice or Judge against whom the General Assembly may be about to proceed shall receive notice thereof, accompanied by a copy of the causes alleged for his remo
val, at least twenty days before the day on which either house of the General Assembly shall act thereon. Removal from office for any other cause shall be by impeachment. (2) District Judges and Magistrates. The General Assembly shall provide by general law for the removal of District Judges and Magistrates for misconduct or mental or physical incapacity. (3) Clerks. An
y Clerk of the Superior Court may be removed from office for misconduct or mental or physical incapacity by the senior regular resident Superior Court Judge serving the county. Any Clerk against whom proceedings are instituted shall receive written notice of the charges against him at least ten days before the hearing upon the charges. Any Clerk so removed from office 
shall be entitled to an appeal as provided by law. Sec. 18. Solicitors and solicitorial districts. (1) Solicitors. The General Assembly shall, from time to time, divide the State into a convenient number of solicitorial districts, for each of which a Solicitor shall be chosen for a term of four years by the qualified voters thereof, at the same time and places as members of the Genera


