
U.S. PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURAL ADDRESSES. GEORGE WASHINGTON, FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 1789 Fellow-Citizens of the Senate and of the House of Representatives: Among the vicissitudes incident to life no event could have filled me with greater anxieties than that of which the notification was transmitted by 
your order, and received on the 14th day of the present month. On the one hand, I was summoned by my Country, whose voice I can never hear but with veneration and love, from a retreat which I had chosen with the fondest predilection, and, in my flattering hopes, with an immutable decision, as the asylum of my declining years--a retreat which was rendered every day m
ore necessary as well as more dear to me by the addition of habit to inclination, and of frequent interruptions in my health to the gradual waste committed on it by time. On the other hand, the magnitude and difficulty of the trust to which the voice of my country called me, being sufficient to awaken in the wisest and most experienced of her citizens a distrustful scrutiny int
o his qualifications, could not but overwhelm with despondence one who (inheriting inferior endowments from nature and unpracticed in the duties of civil administration) ought to be peculiarly conscious of his own deficiencies. In this conflict of emotions all I dare aver is that it has been my faithful study to collect my duty from a just appreciation of every circumstance by
 which it might be affected. All I dare hope is that if, in executing this task, I have been too much swayed by a grateful remembrance of former instances, or by an affectionate sensibility to this transcendent proof of the confidence of my fellow-citizens, and have thence too little consulted my incapacity as well as disinclination for the weighty and untried cares before me, m
y error will be palliated by the motives which mislead me, and its consequences be judged by my country with some share of the partiality in which they originated. Such being the impressions under which I have, in obedience to the public summons, repaired to the present station, it would be peculiarly improper to omit in this first official act my fervent supplications to tha
t Almighty Being who rules over the universe, who presides in the councils of nations, and whose providential aids can supply every human defect, that His benediction may consecrate to the liberties and happiness of the people of the United States a Government instituted by themselves for these essential purposes, and may enable every instrument employed in its admi
nistration to execute with success the functions allotted to his charge. In tendering this homage to the Great Author of every public and private good, I assure myself that it expresses your sentiments not less than my own, nor those of my fellow-citizens at large less than either. No people can be bound to acknowledge and adore the Invisible Hand which conducts the affair
s of men more than those of the United States. Every step by which they have advanced to the character of an independent nation seems to have been distinguished by some token of providential agency; and in the important revolution just accomplished in the system of their united government the tranquil deliberations and voluntary consent of so many distinct communi
ties from which the event has resulted can not be compared with the means by which most governments have been established without some return of pious gratitude, along with an humble anticipation of the future blessings which the past seem to presage. These reflections, arising out of the present crisis, have forced themselves too strongly on my mind to be suppress
ed. You will join with me, I trust, in thinking that there are none under the influence of which the proceedings of a new and free government can more auspiciously commence. By the article establishing the executive department it is made the duty of the President "to recommend to your consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient." The circums
tances under which I now meet you will acquit me from entering into that subject further than to refer to the great constitutional charter under which you are assembled, and which, in defining your powers, designates the objects to which your attention is to be given. It will be more consistent with those circumstances, and far more congenial with the feelings which actuate
 me, to substitute, in place of a recommendation of particular measures, the tribute that is due to the talents, the rectitude, and the patriotism which adorn the characters selected to devise and adopt them. In these honorable qualifications I behold the surest pledges that as on one side no local prejudices or attachments, no separate views nor party animosities, will misdire
ct the comprehensive and equal eye which ought to watch over this great assemblage of communities and interests, so, on another, that the foundation of our national policy will be laid in the pure and immutable principles of private morality, and the preeminence of free government be exemplified by all the attributes which can win the affections of its citizens and comman
d the respect of the world. I dwell on this prospect with every satisfaction which an ardent love for my country can inspire, since there is no truth more thoroughly established than that there exists in the economy and course of nature an indissoluble union between virtue and happiness; between duty and advantage; between the genuine maxims of an honest and magnani
mous policy and the solid rewards of public prosperity and felic ity; since we ought to be no less persuaded that the propitious smiles of Heaven can never be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and right which Heaven itself has ordained; and since the preservation of the sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the republican model of governmen
t are justly considered, perhaps, as deeply, as finally, staked on t he experiment entrusted to the han ds of the American people. Besides the ordinary objects submitted to your care, it will remain with your judgment to decide how far an exercise of the occasional power delegated by the fifth article of the Constitution is rendered expedient at the present juncture by
 the nature of objections which have been urged against the system , or by the de gree o f inquietude which has given birth to them. Instead of undertaking particular recommendations on this subject, in which I could be guided by no lights derived from official opportunities, I shall again give way to my entire confidence in your discern
ment and pursuit of the public good; for I assure myself that whilst you carefu lly av oid every alteration which might endanger the benefits of an united and effective government, or which ought to await the future lessons of experience, a reverence for the characteristic rights of freemen and a regard for the public harmony will suf
ficiently influence your deliberations on the question how far the former can be impregnab ly fortified or the latter be safely and advantageously promoted. To the foregoing observations I have one to add, which will be most properly addressed to t he House of Representatives. It concerns myself, and will therefore be as brief as possible. When
 I was first honored with a call into the service of my country, then on the eve of an arduous struggle for its liberties, the light in which I contemplated my duty required that I should renounce every pecuniary compensation. From this resolutio n I have in no instance departed; and being still under the impressions which produced it, I
 must decline as inapplicable to myself any share in the personal emoluments which may be indispensably included in a permanent provision for the executive department, and must accordingly pray that the pecuniary estimates for the s tation in which I am placed may during my continuance in it be limited to such actual 
expenditures as the public good may be thought to require. Having thus imparted to you my sentiments as they have been awakened by the occasion which brings us together, I shall take my present leave; but not without resorting o nce more to the benign Parent of the Human Race in humble supplication that, sin
ce He has been pleased to favor the American people with opportunities for deliberating  in perfect tranquillity, and dispositions for deciding with unparalleled unanimity on a form of government for the security o f their union and the advan cement of their happiness, so His divine blessing may be equally conspicuous
 in the enlarged views, the temperate consultations, and the wise measures on w hich the success of this Government must depend. GEORGE WASHINGTON, SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS IN T HE CIT Y OF PHILADELPHIA, MONDAY, MARCH 4, 1793 Fellow Citizens: I am again 
called upon by the voice of my country to execute the functions of its Chi ef Magistrat e. When the occasion proper for it shall arrive, I shall endeavor to express the high sense I entert ain of this distinguished honor, and of the confidence which has been re
posed in me by the people of united America. Previous to the executi on of an y offic ial act of the President the Constitution requires an oath of office. This oath I am no w about to  take, and in your presence: That if it shall be found during my admini
stration of the Government I have in any instance violated willing ly or kn owingly the injunctions thereof, I may (besides incurring constitution al punishmen t) be subject to the upbraidings of all who are now witnesses of the 
present solemn ceremony. JOHN ADAMS INAUGURAL ADDR ESS I N THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 1797 When it was f irst perceived, in early times, that no middle course for America re
mained between unlimited submission to a foreign legislat ure and  a total independence of its claims, men of reflection we re le ss ap prehensive of danger from the formidable power of fleets and ar
mies they must determine to resist than from those cont ests and  di ssens i o ns which would certainly arise concerning the forms of g overn ment to be instituted over the whole and over the parts of this 
extensive country. Relying, however, on the purity of t heir inte ntions, the justic e of t heir  cause, and the integrity and intelligence of the p eopl e, und er an overruling Providence which had so signally protected 
this country from the first, the representatives of thi s nation , then consisting of little more tha n half its present number, not only broke to pi eces  the c hains which were forging and the rod of iron that was lifted 
up, but frankly cut asunder the ties which had bou nd them,  and launched into an ocean of unc ertainty. The zeal and ardor of the people du rin g the R evolutionary war, supplying the place of government, com
manded a degree of order sufficient at least for t he temporary preservation of so ciety. The C onfe deration which was early felt to be necess ary wa s prepared from the models of the Batavian and Helvetic
 confederacies, the only examples which rema in with any detail and precision in history, an d certainly the only ones which the people at large ha d ever considered. But reflecting on the striking differe
nce in so many particulars between this coun try and those where a courier may go from th e seat of government to the frontier in a sing le day, it  was then certainly foreseen by some who assisted in 
Congress at the formation of it that it could not be durable. Negligence of its regulations, inattention to its recommendations, if not disob edience to its authority, not only in individuals but in 
States, soon appeared with their melanchol y consequences--universal languor, jealousies and rivalries of States, decline of navigation  and commerce, discouragement of necessary man
ufactures, universal fall in the value of land s and their produce, contempt of public and private faith, loss of consideration a nd credit wi th foreign nations, and at length in discontents, ani
mosities, combinations, partial convention s, and insurrection, threatening some great national calamity. In this dangerous crisis the peo ple of America were not abandoned by their usual 
good sense, presence of mind, resolution , or integrity. Measures were pursued to concert a plan to form a more perfect u nion, establish j ustice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for th
e common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty. The public disquisitions, discussio ns, and deliberatio ns issued in the present happy Constitution of G
overnment. Employed in the service of m y country abroad during the whole course of these transactions, I first saw the C onstitution of the Uni ted States in a foreign country. Irritated by no lite
rary altercation, animated by no public d ebate, heated by no party animosity, I read it with great satisfaction, as the resu lt o f go od heads prompt ed by good hearts, as an experiment better adapt
ed to the genius, character, situation, an d relations of this nation and country than any which had ever been propos ed  or su gge sted. In its gene ral principles and great outlines it was conform
able to such a system of government as  I had ever most esteemed, and in some States, my own native State in part icular , ha d contributed to est ablish. Claiming a right of suffrage, in com
mon with my fellow-citizens, in the ado ption or rejection of a constitution which was to rule me and my posterity, as  well a s th em and theirs, I d id not hesitate to express my approbation of i
t on all occasions, in public and in priv ate. It was not then, nor has been since, any objection to it in my mind that the Executive and  Senate were not mo re permanent. Nor have I ever entertained 
a thought of promoting any alteration  in it but such as the people themselves, in the course of their experienc e, sho uld see and feel to be n ecessary or expedien t, a nd by their representatives in Congress a
nd the State legislatures, according t o the Cons titu tion itself, adopt and ordain. Returning to the bosom of my country  aft er a  painful separation from  it for ten years, I had the honor to be elected to a sta tion under the new order of things, and I
 have repeatedly laid myself under t he most serious o bligations to support the Constitution. The operation of it has equale d th e most sanguine expectations of its friends, and from an h abitual attention to it, sa tisfaction in its administration, and deli
ght in its effects upon the peace, or der, prosperity, and hap piness of the nation I have acquired an habitual attachment to it an d veneration for it. What other form of government, indee d, can so well deserve our esteem and love? There may be little s
olidity in an ancient idea that congr egations of men into cities a nd nations are the most pleasing objects in the sight of superio r intelligences, but this is very  certain, that t o a benevo lent huma n mi nd there can be no spectacle present
ed by any nation more pleasing, mo re noble, majestic, or august, th an an assembly like that  which has so often been seen in this and th e other Chamber of Congres s, of a Government  in wh ich t he Executive authority, as well as that 
of all the branches of the Legislature,  are exercised by citizens selecte d at regular periods by t heir neighbors to make and execute laws for th e general good. Can anything e ssential, anythin g mo re tha n mere ornament and decoration, 
be added to this by robes and diamond s? Can authorit y be more ami able and respectable wh en it descends from accidents or institutions es tablished in remote antiquity than when it springs fresh  from the hearts an d j udgments of an honest and enlig
htened people? For it is the people only  that are represe nted. It is th eir power and majesty that is re flected, and only for their good, in every legitim ate government, un der whatever form it may appear. The  existence of such a go vernment as ours for any length
 of time is a full proof of a general diss emination of knowledge and virtue throughout the whole b ody of the people. And what object or conside ration more pleasing than this can be presented to  the human mind? If  na tional pride is ever justifiable o
r excusable it is when it springs, not f rom power or rich es, gr andeur or glory, but from c onviction of national innocence, information,  and benev olence . In the mi dst of these ple asin g i deas we should be unfaithful to
 ourselves if we should ever lose sig ht of the da nger to our liberties if anythin g partial or extraneous should infect the purity  of our free,  fair, virtuous, and in dep en dent elections. If an election is
 to be determined by a majority of a  single v ote, and that can be procured by a party through artifice or corrupti on, th e Government  may be the cho ice  of  a party for its own ends, not 
of the nation for the national good . If that  solitary s uffrag e can be obtaine d by f oreign nations by flatte ry or mena ces, by fraud or vi olence, by terror,  int rig ue, or venality, the Governm
ent may not be the choice of the  Ame rican  people, but o f fo reign nations. It may be forei gn natio ns who gov ern us, and not we , th e p eople, who govern ourselv
es; and candid men will ackno wled ge t hat in such c as es choice would have little a dvantage  to boast of over lot or chanc e. Suc h is t he amiable and interestin
g system of government (and suc h  are s ome of the  abuses to which it may be ex posed)  which the peo ple of America h av e ex hibited to the admiration and an
xiety of the wise and virtuou s of  all natio ns for ei ght years under the administrati on of a citiz en who, by a lon g course of gre at actio ns, regulated by prudence
, justice, temperance, and f or titude, conducti ng a peo ple inspired with the same virtues and animated wi th the same ardent pa triotism and lo ve of libe rty  to independence and pea
ce, to increasing wealth a nd unexampled pro sperity, ha s merited the gratitude of his fellow-citizens, comm anded the highest praises of f oreign nations , an d secure d immortal glory with posterity. In 
that retirement which is his voluntary choice m ay he l ong live to enjoy the delicious recollection of his serv ices, the gr atitude of mankin d, the happy fr uits  of them to himself and the world, which are dai
ly increasing, and that s plendid prospect of the f uture fortunes of this country which is opening from year  to year. His name may be still a  rampar t, and t he knowledge that he lives a bulwark, against all o
pen or secret enemies of his country's peace. This ex ample has been recommended to the imitation of his successors by b oth Houses of Congr ess and  by th e v oice of the legislatures and the people througho
ut the nation. On this s ubje ct it might become me better to  be silent or to speak with diffidence; but as something may be expecte d, the occasion, I hope, will be a dmitt ed as an apology if I venture to say that if a prefere
nce, upon principle, of a  free r epublican government, formed upo n long and serious reflection, after a diligent and impartial inquiry after truth; if an attachment to the  Constit ution  of the United States, and a conscientious determin
ation to support it until it sh all be alter ed by the judgments and wishes of the peopl e, expressed in the mode prescribed in it; if a respectful attention to the const itutions of the indiv idual States and a con stant caution and delicacy toward the State gov
ernments; if an equal and impartial regard to the r ights, interest, ho nor, and happiness of all the States in the Union, without preference or regard to a northern or southern , an eastern or weste rn, position, their various political opinions on unessential points or their 
personal attachments; if a love of virtuous men o f al l partie s and denominations; if a l ove of science and letters and a wish to patronize every rational effort to encourage schools, colleges, u niversities, acade mies, and every institution for propagating knowl
edge, virtue, and religion among all class es of  t h e people, no t only for their ben ign influence on the happiness of life in all its stages and classes, and of society in all its forms, but as the  only means of preserving our Constitution from 
its natural enemies, the spirit of sophistr y, the  s pirit of par ty, the spi rit of intrigue, the profligacy of corruption, and the pestilence of foreign influence, which is the angel of destruct ion to elective governments; if a love of equal la
ws, of justice, and humanity in the interio r ad ministrati on; if an inclination to improve agriculture, commerce, and manufacturers for necessity, convenience, and defense; if a spirit  of equity and humanity toward the aboriginal nat
ions of America, and a disposition to meli ora t e their  condition by inclining them to be more friendly to us, and our citizens to be more friendly to them; if an inflexible determinatio n to maintain peace and inviolable faith with all n
ations, and that system of neutrality and impartiali ty am o n g th e belligerent powers of Europe which has been adopted by this Government and so solemnly sanctioned by both Houses of Co ngress and applauded by th e legislatures of the States and the public opinion,
 until it shall be otherwise ordained by Congress; if a person al es teem for  the French nati on, formed in a residence of seven years chiefly among them, and a sincere desire to preserve t he f riendship which has been so much for t he honor and interest of both nations; if, while the 
conscious honor and integrity of the peopl e of  A merica and the inte rnal sentiment of their own power and energies must be preserved, an earnest endeavor to inv estigate eve ry just c ause and remove every colorable pretense of comp
laint; if an intention to pursue by amicable  ne go tiat ion  a reparati on for the injuries that have been committed on the commerce of our fellow-citizens by whatev er nation, and if success can  not be obtained, to lay the facts before the Legislat
ure, that they may consider what further me a s ure s th e honor a nd interest of the Government and its constituents demand; if a resolution to do justice as far as  may depend upo n me, at all times and to all nations, and maintain pe
ace, friendship, and benevolence with all the world; if an  un shak en con fidence in the honor, spirit, and resources of the American people, on which I have so often hazar ded my all and never been deceived; if elevated idea
s of the high destinies of this country and of my own dut ies towa rd it, founded on a knowledge of the moral principles and intellectual improvements of the peopl e de eply engraven on my mind in early life, and not obscu
red but exalted by experience and age; and, with humbl e reverence, I fee l it to b e m y d uty to add, if a veneration for the religion of a people who profess and call themselves Christi ans,  and a fixed resolution to consider a decent respect for
 Christianity among the best recommendations fo r the public service, can  en ab le me in any degree to comply with your wishes, it shall be my strenuous endeavor that this sag acio us injunction of the two Houses shall not be without effe
ct. With this great example before me, with th e s ense and spirit, the faith an d h onor, the duty and interest, of the same American people pledged to support the Constitution of th e Un ited States, I entertain no doubt of its continuance in all it
s energy, and my mind is prepared without hesita tion to lay myself under the m ost  so lemn obligations to support it to the utmost of my power. And may that Being who is supreme ov er all , the Patron of Or der, the Fountain of Justice, and the Protector in all ages of
 the world of virtuous liberty, continue His blessing upon th is nation and its Government  a nd giv e it all possible success and duration consistent with the ends of His providence. THOMAS JEFF ERSON FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS IN THE WASHINGTON
, D.C., WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 1801 Frien ds and Fellow-Citizens: Calle d upon to undertake the duties of th e first  executive office of our country, I avail myself of the presence of that portion of my fellow-citizens w hich is here assembled to express my grateful thanks for the f
avor with which they have been pleased to look toward me, to declare a sin cere consciousness that the task is ab ove my talents, and that I approach it with those anxious and awful presentiments which the greatness of the c harge and the weakness of my powers so justly inspire. A rising
 nation, spread over a wide and fruitful land, traversing all the seas with the r ich productions of their industry, enga ged in commerce with nations who feel power and forget right, advancing rapidly to destinies beyond the reach of mortal eye--when I contemplate these transcendent objects, and s
ee the honor, the happiness, and the hopes of this beloved country committed to the issue, and the auspices of this day ,  I shrink from the contemplation, and humble myself before the magnitude of the undertaking. Utterly, indeed, should I despair did not the presence of many whom I here see remind me
 that in the other high authorities provided by our Constitution I shall find resources of wisdom, of virtue, and of zeal o n which to rely under all difficulties. To you, then, gentlemen, who are charged with the sovereign functions of legislation, and to th ose associated with you, I look with encouragement for that guidanc
e and support which may enable us to steer with safety the vessel in which we are all embarked amidst the conflictin g elements of a troubled world. During the contest of opinion through which we have passed the animation of discussions and of exert ions has sometimes worn an aspect which might impose on strangers 
unused to think freely and to speak and to write what they think; but this being now decided by the voice of the natio n, announced according to the rules of the Constitution, all will, of course, arrange themselves under the will of the law, and unite in common efforts for the common good. All, too, will bear in mind this sacred principle, that thou
gh the will of the majority is in all cases to prevail, that will to be rightful must be reasonable; that the minority pos sess their equal rights, which equal law must protect, and to violate would be oppression. Let us, then, fellow-citizens, unite with one heart and one mind. Let us restore to social intercourse that harmony and affection without which 
liberty and even life itself are but dreary things. And let us reflect that, having banished from our land that religio us intolerance under which mankind so long bled and suffered, we have yet gained little if we countenance a political intolerance as despotic, as wicked, and capable of as bitter and bloody persecutions. During the throes and convulsi
ons of the ancient world, during the agonizing spasms of infuriated man, seeking through blood and slaughter his long-lost liberty, it was not wonderful that the agitation of the billows should reach even this distant and peaceful shore; that this should be more felt and feared by some and less by others, and should divide opinions as to measure
s of safety. But every difference of opinion is not a difference of principle. We have called by different names  brethren of the same principle. We are all Republicans, we are all Federalists. If there be any among us who would wish to dissolve this Union or to change its repu blican form, let them stand undisturbed as monuments of the safety wi
th which error of opinion may be tolerated where reason is left free to combat it. I know, indeed, that som e honest men fear that a republican government can not be strong, that this Government is not strong enough; but would the honest patriot, in the full tide of succe ssful experiment, abandon a government which has so far kept us free 
and firm on the theoretic and visionary fear that this Government, the world's best hope, may by po ssibility want energy to preserve itself? I trust not. I believe this, on the contrary, the strongest Government on earth. I believe it the only one where every man, at t he call of the law, would fly to the standard of the law, and would meet 
invasions of the public order as his own personal concern. Sometimes it is said that man can n ot be trusted with the government of himself. Can he, then, be trusted with the government of others? Or have we found angels in the forms of kings to govern him ? Let history answer this question. Let us, then, with courage and confi
dence pursue our own Federal and Republican principles, our attachment to union and repre sentative government. Kindly separated by nature and a wide ocean from the exterminating havoc of one quarter of the globe; too high-minded to endure the degr adations of the others; possessing a chosen country, with room enough
 for our descendants to the thousandth and thousandth generation; entertaining a due se nse of our equal right to the use of our own faculties, to the acquisitions of our own industry, to honor and confidence from our fellow-citizens, resulting not from bi rth, but from our actions and their sense of them; enlightened by a beni
gn religion, professed, indeed, and practiced in various forms, yet all of them inculcatin g honesty, truth, temperance, gratitude, and the love of man; acknowledging and adoring an overruling Providence, which by all its dispensations proves that it delig hts in the happiness of man here and his greater happiness hereafter--w
ith all these blessings, what more is necessary to make us a happy and a prosperous pe ople? Still one thing more, fellow-citizens--a wise and frugal Government, which shall restrain men from injuring one another, shall leave them otherwise free to regulat e their own pursuits of industry and improvement, and shall not take fro
m the mouth of labor the bread it has earned. This is the sum of good government, and this is ne cessary to close the circle of our felicities. About to enter, fellow-citizens, on the exercise of duties which comprehend everything dear and valuable to you, it is proper you  should understand what I deem the essential principles of our Govern
ment, and consequently those which ought to shape its Administration. I will compress them within the narrowest compass they will bear, stating the general principle, but not all its limitations. Equal and exact justice to all men, of whatever state or persuasion, religious or political; peace, commerce, and honest friendship with all nations, enta
ngling alliances with none; the support of the State governments in all their rights, as the most competent administrations for our domestic concerns and the surest bulwarks against antirepublican tendencies; the preservation of the General Government in its whole constitutional vigor, as the sheet anchor of our peace at home an
d safety abroad; a jealous care of the right of election by the people--a mild and safe corrective of abuses which are lopped by the sword of revolution where peaceable remedies are unprovided; absolute acquiescence in the decisions of the majority, the vit al principle of republics, from which is no appeal but to force, the vital pr
inciple and immediate parent of despotism; a well disciplined militia, our best reliance in peace and for the first moments of war, till regulars may relieve them; the supremacy of the civil over the military authority; economy in the public expense, that l abor m ay be lightly burthened; the honest payment of our debts and sacred preserva
tion of the public faith; encouragement of agriculture, and of commerce as its handmaid; the diffusion of information and arraignment of all abuses at the bar of the public reason; freedom of religion; freedom of the press, and freedom of person under t he protection of the habeas corpus, and trial by juries impartially selected. These p
rinciples form the bright constellation which has gone before us and guided our steps through an age of revolution and reformation. The wisdom of our sages and blood of our heroes have been devoted to their attainment. They should be the creed of ou r political faith, the text of civic instruction, the touchstone by which to try the services
 of those we trust; and should we wander from them in moments of error or of alarm, let us hasten to retrace our steps and to regain the road which alone leads to peace, liberty, and safety. I repair, then, fellow-citizens, to the post you have assigned me. Wi th experience enough in subordinate offices to have seen the difficulties of this the greatest o
f all, I have learnt to expect that it will rarely fall to the lot of imperfect man to retire from this station with the reputation and the favor which bring him into it. Without pretensions to that high confidence you reposed in our first and greatest revolutionary chara cter, whose preeminent services had entitled him to the first place in his country's love and destined for 
him the fairest page in the volume of faithful history, I ask so much confidence only as may give firmness and effect to the legal administration of your affairs. I shall often go wrong through defect of judgment. When right, I shall often be thought wrong by those whose positions will not command a view of the whole ground. I ask your indulgence for my own errors, which w
ill never be intentional, and your support against the errors of others, who may condemn what they would not if seen in all its parts. The approbation implied by your suffrage is a great consolation to me for the past, and my future solicitude will be to retain the good opinion of those who have bestowed it in advance, to conciliate that of others by doing them all the good in 
my power, and to be instrumental to the happiness and freedom of all. Relying, then, on the patronage of your good will, I advance with obedience to the work, ready to retire from it whenever you become sensible how much better choice it is in your power to make. And may that Infinite Power which rules the destinies of the universe lead our councils to what is best, and g
ive them a favorable issue for your peace and prosperity. THOMAS JEFFERSON SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS IN WASHINGTON D.C., MONDAY, MARCH 4, 1805 Proceeding, fellow-citizens, to that qualification which the Constitution requires before my entrance on the charge again conferred on me, it is my duty to express the deep sense I entertain of this new proof of c
onfidence from my fellow-citizens at large, and the zeal with which it inspires me so to conduct myself as may best satisfy their just expectations. On taking this station on a former occasion I declared the principles on which I believed it my duty to administer the affairs of our Commonwealth. MY conscience tells me I have on every occasion acted up to that declaration acc
ording to its obvious import and to the understanding of every candid mind. In the transaction of your foreign affairs we have endeavored to cultivate the friendship of all nations, and especially of those with which we have the most important relations. We have done them justice on all occasions, favored where favor was lawful, and cherished mutual interests and intercour
se on fair and equal terms. We are firmly convinced, and we act on that conviction, that with nations as with individuals our interests soundly calculated will ever be found inseparable from our moral duties, and history bears witness to the fact that a just nation is trusted on its word when recourse is had to armaments and wars to bridle others. At home, fellow-citizens, you
 best know whether we have done well or ill. The suppression of unnecessary offices, of useless establishments and expenses, enabled us to discontinue our internal taxes. These, covering our land with officers and opening our doors to their intrusions, had already begun that process of domiciliary vexation which once entered is scarcely to be restrained from reaching s
uccessively every article of property and produce. If among these taxes some minor ones fell which had not been inconvenient, it was because their amount would not have paid the officers who collected them, and because, if they had any merit, the State authorities might adopt them instead of others less approved. The remaining revenue on the consumption of foreign ar
ticles is paid chiefly by those who can afford to add foreign luxuries to domestic comforts, being collected on our seaboard and frontiers only, and incorporated with the transactions of our mercantile citizens, it may be the pleasure and the pride of an American to ask, What farmer, what mechanic, what laborer ever sees a taxgatherer of the United States? These contributio
ns enable us to support the current expenses of the Government, to fulfill contracts with foreign nations, to extinguish the native right of soil within our limits, to extend those limits, and to apply such a surplus to our public debts as places at a short day their final redemption, and that redemption once effected the revenue thereby liberated may, by a just repartition of it am
ong the States and a corresponding amendment of the Constitution, be applied in time of peace to rivers, canals, roads, arts, manufactures, education, and other great objects within each State. In time of war, if injustice by ourselves or others must sometimes produce war, increased as the same revenue will be by increased population and consumption, and aided by other
 resources reserved for that crisis, it may meet within the year all the expenses of the year without encroaching on the rights of future generations by burthening them with the debts of the past. War will then be but a suspension of useful works, and a return to a state of peace, a return to the progress of improvement. I have said, fellow-citizens, that the income reserved ha


