
THE STATE CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND. PREAMBLE We, the people of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, grateful to Almighty God for the civil and religious liberty which He hath so long permitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him for a blessing upon our endeavors to secure and t
o transmit the same, unimpaired, to succeeding generations, do ordain and establish this Constitution of government. ARTICLE I DECLARATION OF CERTAIN CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS AND PRINCIPLES In order effectually to secure the religious and political freedom established by our venerated ancesto
rs, and to preserve the same for our posterity, we do declare that the essential and unquestionable rights and principles hereinafter mentioned shall be established, maintained, and preserved, and shall be of paramount obligation in all legislative, judicial and executive proceedings. ARTICLE I Section 1. Rig
ht to make and alter Constitution obligatory upon all. In the words of the Father of his Country, we declare that "the basis of our political systems is the right of the people to make and alter their constitutions of government; but that the constitution which at any time exists, till changed by an explicit and aut
hentic act of the whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all." Section 2. Laws for good of whole Burdens to be equally distributed Due process Equal protection Discrimination No right to abortion granted. All free governments are instituted for the protection, safety, and happiness of the people. All laws, 
therefore, should be made for the good of the whole; and the burdens of the state ought to be fairly distributed among its citizens. No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law, nor shall any person be denied equal protection of the laws. No otherwise qualified person sh
all, solely by reason of race, gender or handicap be subject to discrimination by the state, its agents or any person or entity doing business with the state. Nothing in this section shall be construed to grant or secure any right relating to abortion or the funding thereof. Section 3. Freedom of religion. Wherea
s Almighty God hath created the mind free; and all attempts to influence it by temporal punishments or burdens, or by civil incapacitations, tend to beget habits of hypocrisy and meanness; and whereas a principal object of our venerable ancestors, in their migration to this country and their settlement of th
is state, was, as they expressed it, to hold forth a lively experiment that a flourishing civil state may stand and be best maintained with full liberty in religious concernments; we, therefore, declare that no person shall be compelled to frequent or to support any religious worship, place, or ministry whatever, 
except in fulfillment of such person's voluntary contract; nor enforced, restrained, molested, or burdened in body or goods; nor disqualified from holding any office; nor otherwise suffer on account of such person's religious belief; and that every person shall be free to worship God according to the dictate
s of such person's conscience, and to profess and by argument to maintain such person's opinion in matters of religion; and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge, or affect the civil capacity of any person. Section 4. Slavery prohibited. Slavery shall not be permitted in this state. Section 5. Entitle
ment to remedies for injuries and wrongs Right to justice. Every person within this state ought to find a certain remedy, by having recourse to the laws, for all injuries or wrongs which may be received in one's person, property, or character. Every person ought to obtain right and justice freely, and without 
purchase, completely and without denial; promptly and without delay; conformably to the laws. Section 6. Search and seizure. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, papers and possessions, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrant shall issue, but on
 complaint in writing, upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and describing as nearly as may be, the place to be searched and the persons or things to be seized. Section 7. Requirement of presentment or indictment Information by attorney general Grand juries Double jeopardy. Except in c
ases of impeachment, or in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger, no person shall be held to answer for any offense which is punishable by death or by imprisonment for life unless on presentment or indictment by a grand jury, and no
 person shall be held to answer for any other felony unless on presentment or indictment by a grand jury or on information in writing signed by the attorney general or one of the attorney general's designated assistants, as the general assembly may provide and in accordance with procedures enacted by th
e general assembly. The general assembly may authorize the impaneling of grand juries with authority to indict for offenses committed any place within the state and it may provide that more than one grand jury may sit simultaneously within a county. No person shall be subject for the same offense to be t
wice put in jeopardy. Nothing contained in this article shall be construed as in any wise impairing the inherent common law powers of the grand jury. Section 8. Bail, fines and punishments. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel punishments inflicted; and all punishmen
ts ought to be proportioned to the offense. Section 9. Right to bail Habeas corpus. All persons imprisoned ought to be bailed by sufficient surety, unless for offenses punishable by imprisonment for life, or for offenses involving the use or threat of use of a dangerous weapon by one already convicted of su
ch an offense or already convicted of an offense punishable by imprisonment for life or for an offense involving the unlawful sale, distribution, manufacture, or delivery of any controlled substance punishable by imprisonment for ten years or more, when the proof of guilt is evident or the presumption great.
 Nothing in this section shall be construed to confer a right to bail, pending appeal of a conviction. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion, the public safety shall require it; nor ever without the authority of the general assembly. Sectio
n 10. Rights of accused persons in criminal proceedings. In all criminal prosecutions, accused persons shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury; to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation, to be confronted with the witnesses against them, to have compulsory proc
ess for obtaining them in their favor, to have the assistance of counsel in their defense, and shall be at liberty to speak for themselves; nor shall they be deprived of life, liberty, or property, unless by the judgment of their peers, or the law of the land. Section 11. Relief of debtors from prison. The person of a
 debtor, when there is not strong presumption of fraud, ought not to be continued in prison, after such person shall have delivered up property for the benefit of said person's creditors, in such manner as shall be prescribed by law. Section 12. Ex post facto laws, Laws impairing obligation of contract. No ex
 post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts, shall be passed. Section 13. Self-incrimination. No person in a court of common law shall be compelled to give self-criminating evidence. [Although the meaning of this seems to be self-incriminating, several versions of the constitution print this a
s "self-criminating"] Section 14. Presumption of innocence Securing accused persons. Every person being presumed innocent, until pronounced guilty by the law, no act of severity which is not necessary to secure an accused person shall be permitted. Section 15. Trial by jury. The right of trial by jury shal
l remain inviolate. In civil cases the general assembly may fix the size of the petit jury at less than twelve but not less than six. Section 16. Compensation for taking of private property for public use Regulation of fishery rights and shore privileges not public taking. Private property shall not be taken for publ
ic uses, without just compensation. The powers of the state and of its municipalities to regulate and control the use of land and waters in the furtherance of the preservation, regeneration, and restoration of the natural environment, and in furtherance of the protection of the rights of the people to enjoy and 
freely exercise the rights of fishery and the privileges of the shore, as those rights and duties are set forth in Section 17, shall be an exercise of the police powers of the state, shall be liberally construed, and shall not be deemed to be a public use of private property. Section 17. Fishery rights Shore privileg
es Preservation of natural resources. The people shall continue to enjoy and freely exercise all the rights of fishery, and the privileges of the shore, to which they have been heretofore entitled under the charter and usages of this state, including but not limited to fishing from the shore, the gathering of sea
weed, leaving the shore to swim in the sea and passage along the shore; and they shall be secure in their rights to the use and enjoyment of the natural resources of the state with due regard for the preservation of their values; and it shall be the duty of the general assembly to provide for the conservation 
of the air, land, water, plant, animal, mineral and other natural resources of the state, and to adopt all means necessary and proper by law to protect the natural environment of the people of the state by providing adequate resource planning for the control and regulation of the use of the natural resources of
 the state and for the preservation, regeneration and restoration of the natural environment of the state. Section 18. Subordination of military to civil authority Martial law. The military shall be held in strict subordination to the civil authority. And the law martial shall be used and exercised in such cases only 
as occasion shall necessarily require. Section 19. Quartering of soldiers. No soldier shall be quartered in any house in time of peace, without the consent of the owner; nor, in time of war, but in manner to be prescribed by law. Section 20. Freedom of press. The liberty of the press being essential to the secu
rity of freedom in a state, any person may publish sentiments on any subject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty; and in all trials for libel, both civil and criminal, the truth, unless published from malicious motives, shall be sufficient defense to the person charged. Section 21. Right to assemble R
edress of grievances Freedom of speech. The citizens have a right in a peaceable manner to assemble for their common good, and to apply to those invested with the powers of government, for redress of grievances, or for other purposes, by petition, address, or remonstrance. No law abridging the freedo
m of speech shall be enacted. Section 22. Right to bear arms. The right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. Section 23. Right s of victims of crime. A victim of crime shall, as a matter of right, be treated by agents of the state with dignity, r
espect and sensitivity during all phases of the criminal justi ce process. Such person shall be entitled to receive, from the perpetrator of the crime, financial compensation f
or any injury or loss caused by the perpetrator of the crime,  and shall receive such other compensation as the state may provide. Before sentencing, a victim shall have the
 right to address the court regarding the impact which the p erpetrator's conduct has had upon the victim. Section 24. Rights not enumerated State rights not dependent on f
ederal rights. The enumeration of the foregoing rights shall not be construed to impair or deny others retained by the people. The rights guaranteed by this Constitution are 
not dependent on those guaranteed by the Constitution of t he United States. ARTICLE II OF SUFFRAGE Section 1. Persons entitled to vote. Every citizen of the United State
s of the age of eighteen years or over who has had residenc e and home in this state for thirty days next preceding the time of voting, who has resided thirty days in the town
 or city from which such citizen desires to vote, and whose name shall be registered at least thirty days next preceding the time of voting as provided by law, shall have the 
right to vote for all offices to be elected and on all question s submitted to the electors, except that no person who has been lawfully adjudicated to be non compos mentis s
hall be permitted to vote. No felon shall be permitted to vote  until completion of such felon's sentence, served or suspended, and of parole or probation regardless of a nolo
 contendere plea. Upon such completion, such person's rig ht to vote shall be restored. The general assembly may provide by law for shorter state and local residence requi
rements to vote for electors for president and vice presiden t of the United States. Section 2. Nomination of candidates Voter registration Absentee voting Conduct of electio
ns Residency. The general assembly shall provide by law fo r the nomination of candidates; for a uniform system of permanent registration of voters; for the exemption from 
such registration of persons in the active service of the nati on and their families absent from the state because of such service, and, in time of war, members of the Merchan
t Marine; for absentee and shut in voting; for the time, man ner and place of conducting elections; for the prevention of abuse, corruption and fraud in voting; and may defin
e by law residence for voting purposes, but no person shall  acquire such residence merely by being stationed or assigned in this state in the active service of the United St
ates. ARTICLE III OF QUALIFICATION FOR OFFICE Section 1. Qualified electors. No person shall hold any civil office unless that person be a qualified elector for such office
. Section 2. Disqualification upon conviction or plea of nolo  contendere Requalification following sentence, probation or parole. An elector shall be disqualified as a candida
te for elective or appointive state or local office or from hol ding such office if such elector has been convicted of or plead nolo contendere to a felony or if such elector has 
been convicted or plead nolo contendere to a misdemeanor  resulting in a jail sentence of six months or more, either suspended or to be served. Such elector shall not, once
 so convicted, attain or return to any office until three years  after the date of completion of such sentence and of probation or parole. Section 3. Oath of general officers. All 
general officers shall take the following engagement before  they act in their respective offices, to wit: You being by the free vote of the electors of this state of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantations, elected unto the place of do so lemnly swear (or, affirm) to be true and faithful unto this state, and to support the Constitution of this state and of
 the United States; that you will faithfully and impartially dis charge all the duties of your aforesaid office to the best of your abilities, according to law: So help you God. [Or: 
This affirmation you make and give upon the peril of the pe nalty of perjury.] Section 4. Oath of general assembly members, judges, and other officers. The members of the g
eneral assembly, the judges of all the courts, and all other o fficers, both  civil and military, shall be bound by oath or affirmation to support this Constitution, and the Consti
tution of the United States. Section 5. Administration of oat hs . The oath or affirmation shall be administered to the governor, lieutenant governor, senators, and r
epresentatives by the secretary of state, or, in the absence of the secretary of state by the attorney general. The secretary of state, attorney general, and gener
al treasurer shall be engaged by the governor, or by a justic e of the supreme court. Section 6. Holding of offices under other governments. No person holding 
any office under the government of the United States, or of any other state or country, shall act as a general officer or as a member of the general assembly, u
nless at the time of taking such engagement that person sh all have resigned the office under such government; and if any general officer, senator, representa
tive, or judge shall, after election and engagement, accept a ny appointment under any other government, the office under this shall be immediately vacated; b
ut this restriction shall not apply to any person appointed t o take depositions or acknowledgment of deeds, or other legal instruments, by the authority of an
y other state or country. Section 7. Ethical conduct. The pe op le of the State of Rhode Island believe that public officials and employees must adhere to the high
est standards of ethical conduct, respect the public trust an d the rights of all persons, be open, accountable and responsive, avoid the appearance of impropriety a
nd not use their position for private gain or advantage. Suc h perso ns shall hold their positions during good behavior. Section 8. Ethics commission Code of ethics. T
he general assembly shall establish an independent nonpa rtisan e thics commission which shall adopt a code of ethics including, but not limited to, provisions on co
nflicts of interest, confidential information, use of position, contract s with government agencies and financial disclosure. All elected and appointed officials and emplo
yees of state and local government, of boards, commission s and ag encies shall be subject to the code of ethics. The ethics commission shall have the authority to inve
stigate violations of the code of ethics and to impose penal ties, as provided by law; and the commission shall have the power to remove from office officials who are n
ot subject to impeachment. ARTICLE IV OF ELECTIONS AN D CAMP AIGN FINANCE Section 1. Election and terms of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, att
orney general, general treasurer, and general assembly me mbers. The governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, attorney-general, general treasurer, and senato
rs and representatives in the general assembly shall be ele cted o n the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, biennially in even numbered years, and shall 
severally hold their offices for two (2) years from the first T uesda y of January next succeeding their election and until their successors are elected and qualified. Secti
on 2. Election by plurality. In all elections held by the peopl e for s tate, city, town, ward or district officers, the person or candidate receiving the largest number of vote
s cast shall be declared elected. Section 3. Filling vacancy cause d by death, removal, refusal to serve, or incapacity of elected officers Election when no candidate re
ceives plurality. When the governor- elect shall die, remove  from t he state, refuse to serve; become insane, or be otherwise incapacitated, the lieutenant governor-ele
ct shall be qualified as governor at the beginning of the ter m for w hich the governor was elected. When both the governor and lieutenant governor-elect, or either th
e lieutenant governor, secretary of state, attorney general, or gene ral treasurer-elect, are so incapacitated, or when there has been a failure to elect any one or mor
e of the officers mentioned in this section, the general asse mbly sh all upon its organization meet in grand committee and elect some person or persons to fill the o
ffice or offices, as the case may be, for which such incapac ity exist s or as to which such failure to elect occurred. When the general assembly shall elect any of s
aid officers because of the failure of any person to receive a plural ity of the votes cast, the election in each case shall be made from the persons who receiv
ed the same and largest number of votes. Section 4. Temp orary appointment to fill vacancies in office of secretary of state, attorney general, or genera
l treasurer. In case of a vacancy in the office of the secreta ry of st ate, attorney general, or general treasurer from any cause, the general assembly in
 grand committee shall elect some person to fill the same; provided , tha t if such vacancy occurs when the general assembly is not in session the gove
rnor shall appoint some person to fill such vacancy until a successo r ele cted by the general assembly is qualified to act. Section 5. Special elections
 to fill general assembly vacancies. When a senator or repr esentative -ele ct shall die, remove from the state, refuse to serve, become insane, or be ot
herwise incapacitated, or when at an election for any senat or or repres entat ive no person shall receive a plurality of the votes cast, a new election shal
l be held. A vacancy in the senate or house of representati ves shall be filled at a ne w election. The general assembly shall provide by general law for the 
holding of such elections at such times as to insure that ea ch town and c ity shall be fully represented in the general assembly during the whole of eve
ry session thereof so far as is practicable. Every person el ected in accor dance with this section shall hold office for the remainder of the term or f
or the full term, as the case may be, of the office which tha t person is ele cted t o fill, and until a successor is elected and qualified. Section 6. Ele
ctions in grand committee Majority vote Term of elected of ficial. In elections by the  general assembly in grand committee the person receiving a m
ajority of the votes shall be elected. Every person elected b y the general assembly to fi ll a vacancy, or pursuant to Section 3 of this article, shall hold 
office for the remainder of the term or for the full term, as t he case may be, and until  a successor is elected and qualified. Section 7. Elections in gran
d committee Quorum Permitted activities. A quorum of the  grand committee shall cons ist of a majority of all the members of the senate and a majority
 of all the members of the house of representatives duly as sembled pursuant to an  invit ation from one of said bodies which has been accepted by the o
ther, and the acceptance of which has been communicated  by message to the bod y in which such invitation originated, and each house shall be attended b
y its secretaries and clerks. No act or business of any kind  shall be done in grand  committee other than that which is distinctly specified in the invitation b
y virtue of which such grand committee is assembled, exc ept to ta ke a recess or to dissolve ; provided, that the grand committee may appoint a subcommittee of its
 own members to count any ballots delivered to it and repo rt the result of su ch count. Section 8. Vote r registration lists. It shall not be necessary for the town or ward clerk
s to keep and transmit to the general assembly a list or reg ister of all person s voting for general offic ers; but the general assembly shall have power to pass such laws o
n the subject as it may deem expedient. Section 9. Reports  of campaign contr ibutions and expenses . The general a ssembly shall require each candidate for general of
fice in any primary, general or special election to report to the secretary of state all contributions a nd  expenditures made by any person to or on behalf of such ca
ndidate, provided however, that the general assembly may  limit such disclosure to contrib utions  or expenditure s in excess of such an amount as the g
eneral assembly shall specify. Section 10. Limitations on c ampaign contribution s Public financin g of campaign ex penditures of general officers. T
he general assembly shall adopt limitations on all contribu tions to candidates f or electio n to state  and local office in any primary, general or speci
al election and shall provide for the adoption of a plan of v oluntary public finan cing and limitations o n total campaign  expenditures of campaigns for 
governor and such other general officers as the general as sembly shall specify . ARTICLE V OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF  POWERS The powers of the gov
ernment shall be distributed into three departments: the le gislative, executive  and judicial. ARTICLE VI OF TH E LEGISLATIVE POWER Section 
1. Constitution supreme law of the state. This Constitution  shall be the supre me law of the state, a nd an y law inconsistent therewith shal
l be void. The general assembly shall pass all laws necess ary to carry this Con stitution into ef fect. Section 2. Power vested in gener
al Assembly Concurrence of houses required to enact law s Style of laws. The leg islative po wer, u nder this Constitution, shall be ve
sted in two houses, the one to be called the senate, the oth er the house of represen tatives;  and bo th together the general assembly. 
The concurrence of the two houses shall be necessary to t he enactment of laws. The  style o f their la ws shall be, It is enacted by the gen
eral assembly as follows: Section 3. Sessions of general a ssembly Compensation of general  assembl y members and officers. There shal
l be a session of the general assembly at Providence com mencing on the first Tuesda y of Jan uary in ea ch year. The senators and represen
tatives shall severally receive the sum of five dollars, and t he speaker of the house of  repres entatives te n dollars, for every day of actual a
ttendance, and eight cents per mile for traveling expenses in going to and returni ng from  the general assembly; provided that no com
pensation or mileage shall be allowed any senator or repre sentative for more than  sixty d ays attendan ce in any calender year. The ge
neral assembly shall regulate the compensation of the gov ernor and of all other offi cers, sub ject to the limitations contained in the Co
nstitution. Section 4. Restriction on general assembly mem bers' activities as counsel. No member of the g eneral as sembly shall take any fee, or be
 of counsel in any case pending before either house of the  general assembly, under penalty of forfeiture of se at, upon proof thereof to the satisfaction
 of the house in which the member sits. Section 5. Immunit ies of general assembly  members. The persons  of all m embers of the general assembl
y shall be exempt from arrest and their estates from attach ment in any civil acti on, during the sessio n of the g eneral assembly, and two days 
before the commencement and two days after the terminat ion thereof, and al l process served c ontrary h ereto shall be void. For any sp
eech in debate in either house, no member shall be questi oned in any oth er place. Section 6. Electi on and qualification of general
 assembly members Quorum and organization of houses. Each house s hall be the judge  of the e lections and qualifications of i
ts members; and a majority shall constitute a quorum to d o business; b ut a smaller num ber may  adjourn from day to day, and 
may compel the attendance of absent members in such m anner, and u nder such penalti es, as m ay be prescribed by such hou
se or by law. The organization of the two houses may be r egulated by  law, subject to th e limitatio ns contained in this Constituti
on. Section 7. Rules of houses Contempt. Each house may  determine  its rules of proce eding, p unish contempts, punish its 
members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurren ce of two -thirds, expel a m ember;  but not a second time for the 
same cause. Section 8. House journals. Each house shall keep a jo urnal of its p roceed ings. The yeas and nays of th
e members of either house shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the journal. Section 9. Adj
ournment of houses. Neither house shall, during a session , without the consent of the oth er, adjourn for more than two
 days, nor to any other place than that in which it may be s itting. Sec tion 10. Con tinuation of  previous powers. The gener
al assembly shall continue to exercise the powers it has h eretofore ex ercised, unle ss prohibite d in this Constitution. Sectio
n 11. Vote required to pass local or private appropriations.  The assent  of two-thirds  of the mem bers elected to each house o
f the general assembly shall be required to every bill appro priating the public money or property fo r local or private purposes. S
ection 12. Property valuations for tax assessments. The ge neral ass embly shall, fr om time to tim e, provide for making new valuat
ions of property, for the assessment of taxes, in such man ner as it  may deem b est. Section 13 . Continuance in office until succe
ssors qualify. The general assembly may provide by law fo r the co ntinuance in o ffice o f any  officers of elec tion or appointment, until other per
sons are qualified to take their places. Section 14. General  corpor ation laws. The gen eral assembly may provide by g eneral law for the creation and contr
ol of corporations; provided, however, that no corporation  shall b e created wi th the power to exercise the right of e minent domain, or to acquire franchises i
n the streets and highways of towns and cities, except by special act of the gene ral assembly upon a petition for the  same, the pendency whereof shall be notif
ied as may be required by law. Section 15. Lotteries. All lo tteries shal l be pro hibited in the state except lotteries o perated by the state and except those previo
usly permitted by the general assembly prior to the adopti on of this section, and all shall be subject to the prescr iption and regulation of the general assembly. 
Section 16. Borrowing power of general assembly. The ge neral asse mbly shall h ave no  powers, without the express consen t of the people, to incur state debts to an amount e
xceeding fifty thousand dollars, except in time of war, or i n case of insurrection or  invasion; nor shall it in any case, without such consent, pledge the faith of the state for the payment o
f the obligations of others. This section shall not be const rued to refer to any money that may be deposited with the state by the government of the United States. Section 17. Borrowing in 
anticipation of receipts. Notwithstanding the provisions of  Section 16 of this article the general assembly may provide by law for the state to borrow in any fiscal year, in anticipation of receip
ts from taxes, sums of money not exceeding twenty perce nt of the receipts from taxes during the next prior fiscal year, and, in anticipation of receipts from other sources, additional sums of mo
ney, not exceeding ten percent of the receipts from such o ther sources during the said next prior fiscal year; provided, that the aggregate of all such borrowings shall not exceed a sum equal to t
hirty percent of the actual receipts from taxes during the s aid next prior fiscal year. Any money so borrowed in anticipation of such receipts shall be repaid within the fiscal year of the state in whi
ch such borrowings take place. No money shall b e s o borrowed in anticipation of such receipts in any fiscal year until all money so borrowed in all previous fiscal years shall have been repai
d. Section 18. Redevelopment powers. The cl earan ce, replanning, redevelopment, rehabilitation and improvement of blighted and substandard areas shall be a public use and purpose for
 which the power of eminent domain may be  exerci sed, tax moneys and other public funds expended and public credit pledged. The general assembly may authorize cities, towns, or local 
redevelopment agencies to undertake and carry ou t projects approved by the local legislative body for such uses and purposes including the acquisition in such areas of such properties 
as the local legislative body may deem nec essary or proper to effectuate any of the purposes of this article, although temporarily not required for such purposes, and the sale or other disposi
tion of any such properties to private perso ns for priva te uses or to public bodies for public uses. Section 19. Taking of property for highways, streets, places, parks or parkways. The general as
sembly may authorize the acquiring or takin g in fee by the state, or by any cities or towns, of more land and property than is needed for actual construction in the establishing, laying out, widenin
g, extending or relocating of public highways , streets, pl aces, parks or parkways; provided, however, that the additional land and property so authorized to be acquired or taken shall be no more in ex
tent than would be sufficient to form suitable  building si tes abutting on such public highway, street, place, park or parkway. After so much of the land and property has been appropriated for such pub
lic highway, street, place, park or parkway as  is needed th erefor, the remainder may be held and improved for any public purpose or purposes, or may be sold or leased for value with or without suitable r
estrictions, and in case of any such sale or le ase, the person o r persons from whom such remainder was taken shall have the first right to purchase or lease the same upon such terms as the state or city or to
wn is willing to sell or lease the same. Sectio n 20. Local off-street parking fac ilities. The general assembly may authorize cities and towns to acquire property by eminent domain, or otherwise for the establishment and cons
truction of off-street parking facilities and to  maintain and operate or lease the same. Without limiting the generalities of the foregoing, any of the powers or authorities consistent with the provisions of this article for the provision of
 off-street parking now vested in public bodie s by law, shall continue in existence and may be exercised by said public bodies, except as such powers and authorities may be modified, or repealed by the general assembly. Section 21. Emergen
cy powers in case of enemy attack. The gener al assembly, in order to insure continuity of state and local governmental operations, including the judicial functions, in periods of emergency resulting from disasters caused by enemy attack, shall have 
the power and the immediate duty to provide f or prompt and temporary succession to the powers and duties of public offices, of whatever nature and whether filled by election or appointment, the incumbents of which may become unavailable for carryin
g on the powers and duties of such offices, to enact legislation permitting the convening of the general assembly at any place within or without the State of Rhode Island, and to adopt such other measures as may be necessary and proper for insuring the con
tinuity of governmental operations during the  period of said emergency. Any law enacted under this section shall apply to all cities and towns regardless of their form of charter. During said period of emergency the general assembly shall have the power to inc
ur state debts exceeding the limitation set forth in Sections 16 and 17 of this article. The powers granted and the laws enacted under this section shall not be effective after two years following the inception of an enemy attack. ARTICLE VII OF THE HOUSE OF RE
PRESENTATIVES Section 1. Compositio n. The house of representatives shall never exceed one hundred members, and shall be constituted on the basis of population. The general assembly may, after any new census taken by the authority of the United States or this
 state, reapportion the representation. The representative district shall be as nearly equal in population and as compact in territory as possible. Section 2. Officers Presiding member during organization. The house of representatives shall have authority to elect its speaker, clerks, 
and other officers. The senior mem ber from the City of Newport, if any be present, shall preside in the organization of the house. ARTICLE VIII OF THE SENATE Section 1. Composition. The senate shall consist of the lieutenant governor and from the senatorial districts in the state. The gener
al assembly may after any pre sidential election reapportion the state. Such districts shall be as nearly equal in population and as compact in territory as possible. Section 2. The lieutenant governor shall preside in the senate and in grand committee. The presiding officer of the senate and gra
nd committee shall have a ri ght to vote in case of equal division, but not otherwise. Section 3. Presiding officer in absence of lieutenant governor. If by reason of death, resignation, absence, or other cause, the lieutenant governor is not present, to preside in the senate, the senate shall elect o
ne of its own members to preside during such absence or vacancy; and until such election is made by the senate, the secretary of state shall preside. The presiding officer of the senate shall preside in grand committee and in joint assembly. Section 4. Secretary of state to be secretary of senate Addition
al officers. The secretary of state shall, by virtue of office, be secretary of the senate, unless otherwise provided by law, and the senate may elect such other officers as it may deem necessary. ARTICLE IX OF THE EXECUTIVE POWER Section 1. Power vested in governor. The chief executive power of this st
ate shall be vested in a governor, who, together with a lieutenant governor, shall be elected by the people. Section 2. Faithful execution of laws. The governor shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. Section 3. Captain general and commander in chief of military and navy. The governor shall be ca
ptain general and commander in chief of the military and naval forces of this state, except when they shall be called into the service of the United States. Section 4. Reprieves. The governor shall have power to grant reprieves, after conviction, in all cases, except those of impeachment, until the end of the ne
xt session of the general assembly. Section 5. Authority to fill vacancies. The governor may fill vacancies in office not otherwise provided for by this Constitution or by law, until the same shall be filled by the general assembly, or by the people. Section 6. Adjournment of general assembly. In case of disagr
eement between the two houses of the general assembly, respecting the time or place of adjournment, certified by either, the governor may adjourn them to such time and place as the governor shall think proper; provided, that the time of adjournment shall not be extended beyond the day of the next stated
 session. Section 7. Convening of special sessions of the general assembly. The governor may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the general assembly at any town or city in this state, at any time not provided for by law; and in case of danger from the prevalence of epidemic or contagious disease, in th
e place in which the general assembly is by law to meet, or to which it may have been adjourned, or for other urgent reasons, the governor may by proclamation convene said assembly at any other place within this state. Section 8. Commissions. All commissions shall be in the name and by authority of the 
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations; shall be sealed with the state seal, signed by the governor, and attested by the secretary. Section 9. Vacancy in office of governor. In case of vacancy in the office of governor or of the governor's inability to serve, impeachment, or absence from the state, t
he lieutenant governor shall fill the office of governor, and exercise the powers and authority appertaining thereto, until a governor is qualified to act, or until the office is filled at the next election. Section 10. Vacancies in both offices of governor and lieutenant governor. If the offices of governor and lieuten
ant governor be both vacant by reason of death, resignation, impeachment, absence, or otherwise, the speaker of the house of representatives shall in like manner fill the office of governor during such vacancy. Section 11. Compensation of governor and lieutenant governor. The compensation of the gover
nor and lieutenant governor shall be established by law, and shall not be diminished during the term for which they are elected. Section 12. Powers and duties of secretary, attorney general, and general treasurer. The duties and powers of the secretary, attorney general and general treasurer shall be the sa
me under this Constitution as are now established, or as from time to time may be prescribed by law. Section 13. Pardons. The governor, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, shall hereafter exclusively exercise the pardoning power, except in cases of impeachment, to the same extent as such 
power is now exercised by the general assembly. Section 14. Veto power of governor Veto overrides by general assembly Acts effective without action by governor. Every bill, resolution, or vote (except such as relate to adjournment, the organization or conduct of either or both houses of the general assem
bly, and resolutions proposing amendment to the Constitution) which shall have passed both houses of the general assembly shall be presented to the governor. If the governor approves it the governor shall sign it, and thereupon it shall become operative, but if the governor does not approve it the govern
or shall return it, accompanied by the governor's objections in writing to the house in which it originated, which shall enter the governor's objections in full upon its journal and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, three-fifths of the members present and voting in that house shall vote to p
ass the measure, it shall be sent with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by three-fifths of the members present and voting in that house, it shall become operative in the same manner as if the governor had approved it, but in such cases the votes o
f both houses shall be determined by ayes and nays and the names of the members voting for and against the measure shall be entered upon the journal of each house, respectively. If the measure shall not be returned by the governor within six days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to
 the governor the same shall become operative unless the general assembly, by adjournment, prevents its return, in which case it shall become operative unless transmitted by the governor to the secretary of state, with the governor's disapproval in writing within ten days after such adjournment. Section 1
5. State budget. The governor shall prepare and present to the general assembly an annual, consolidated operating and capital improvement state budget. ARTICLE X OF THE JUDICIAL POWER Section 1. Power vested in court. The judicial power of this state shall be vested in one supreme court, and in suc
h inferior courts as the general assembly may, from time to time, ordain and establish. Section 2. Jurisdiction of supreme and inferior courts Quorum of supreme court. The supreme court shall have final revisory and appellate jurisdiction upon all questions of law and equity. It shall have power to issue pre
rogative writs, and shall also have such other jurisdiction as may, from time to time, be prescribed by law. A majority of its judges shall always be necessary to constitute a quorum. The inferior courts shall have such jurisdiction as may, from time to time, be prescribed by law . Section 3. Advisory opinions 
by supreme court. The judges of the supreme court shall give their written opinion upon any question of law whenever requested by the governor or by either house of the general assembly. Section 4. State court judges - Judicial selection. -The judges of the supreme court shall be elected by the two house
s in grand committee. Each judge shall hold office until that judge's place be declared vacant by a resolution of the general assembly to that effect; which solution shall be voted for by a majority of all the members elected to the house in which it may originate, and be concurred in by the same majority of th
e other house. Such resolution shall not be entertained at any other than the annual session for the election of public officers; and in default of the passage thereof at said session, the judge shall hold that place as herein provided. Section 5. Tenure of supreme court justices. In case of vacancy by death, re
signation, removal from the state or from office, refusal or inability to serve, of any judge of the supreme court, the office may be filled by the grand committee, until the next election, and the judge then elected shall hold office as before provided. In case of impeachment, temporary absence, or inability, the 
governor may appoint a person to discharge the duties of the office during the vacancy cause thereby. Section 6. Judges of supreme court Compensation. The judges of the supreme court shall receive a compensation for their services, which shall not be diminished during their continuance in office. Secti
on 7. Wardens and justices of the peace. The towns of New Shoreham and Jamestown may continue to elect their wardens as heretofore. The other towns and the city of Providence may elect such number of justices of the peace, resident therein, as they may deem proper. The jurisdiction of said justices a
nd wardens shall be regulated by law. The justices shall be commissioned by the governor. ARTICLE XI OF IMPEACHMENTS Section 1. Power to impeach Procedure Suspension from office impeachment. The house of representatives shall have the sole power of impeachment. A resolution of impeachment 
shall not be considered unless it is signed by twenty-five members. For the purpose of impeachment, the general assembly and the committees thereof shall have the power to compel the attendance of witnesses and production of documents. A vote sixty-seven members shall be required for an impeachm
ent of the governor. Any officer impeached shall thereby be suspended from office until judgment in the case shall have been pronounced. Section 2. Trial of impeachments. All impeachments shall be tried by the senate; and when sitting for that purpose, they shall be under oath or affirmation. No person s
hall be convicted except by vote of two-thirds of the members elected. When the governor is impeached, the chief or presiding justice of the supreme court, for the time being, shall preside, with a casting vote in all preliminary questions. Section 3. Officers subject to impeachment Grounds and effect of con
viction. The governor and all other executive and judicial officers shall be liable to impeachment. The governor or any other executive officer shall be removed from office if, upon impeachment, such officer shall be found incapacitated or guilty of the commission of a felony or crime of moral turpitude, misf
easance or malfeasance in office. Judges shall be removed if, upon impeachment, they shall be found incapacitated or guilty of the commission of a felony or crime of moral turpitude, misfeasance or malfeasance in office or violation of the canons of judicial ethics. Judgment of incapacity or guilt in a case 
of impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from office. The person convicted shall, nevertheless, be liable to indictment, trial and punishment, according to laws. ARTICLE XII OF EDUCATION Section 1. Duty of general assembly to promote schools and libraries. The diffusion of knowledge, as 
well as of virtue among the people, being essential to the preservation of their rights and liberties, it shall be the duty of the general assembly to promote public schools and public libraries, and to adopt all means which it may deem necessary and proper to secure to the people the advantages and opportu


