
THE STATE CONSTITUTION OF TEXAS. PREAMBLE Humbly invoking the blessing of Almighty God, the people of the State of Texas do ordain and establish this constitution. ARTICLE I BILL OF RIGHTS That the general, great, and essential principles of liberty and free government may be recognized and established, we declare- SECTION 1. Texas is a free and independent State, subject only to the Constitution of the United States; and the maintenance of our free
 institutions and the perpetuity of the Union depend upon the preservation of the right of local self-government unimpaired to all the States. SEC. 2. All political power is inherent in the people, and all free governments are founded on their authority, and instituted for their benefit. The faith of the people of Texas stands pledged to the preservation of a republican form of government, and, subject to this limitation only, they have at all times the inalienable right to alt
er, reform, or abolish their government in such manner as they may think expedient. SEC. 3. All free men when they form a social compact have equal rights, and no man, or set of men, is entitled to exclusive separate public emoluments, or privileges, but in consideration of public services. SEC. 4. No religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office, or public trust, in this State; nor shall any one be excluded from holding office on account of his r
eligious sentiments, provided the acknowledge the existence of a Supreme Being. SEC. 5. No person shall be disqualified to give evidence in any of the courts of this State on account of his religious opinions, or for the want of any religious belief, but all oaths or affirmations shall be administered in the mode most binding upon the conscience, and shall be taken subject to the pains and penalties of perjury. SEC. 6 . All men have a natural and indefeasible right to 
worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences. No man shall be compelled to attend, erect, or support any place of worship, or to maintain any ministry against his consent. No human authority ought, in any case whatever, to control or interfere with the rights of conscience in matters of religion, and no preference shall ever be given by law to any religious society or mode of worship. But it shall be the duty of the legislature to pass such
 laws as may be needed to protect equally every religious denomination in the peaceable enjoyment of its own mode of public worship. SEC. 7. No money shall be appropriated or drawn from the treasury for the benefit of any sect or religious society, theological or religious seminary; nor shall property belonging to the State be appropriated for any such purposes. SEC. 8. Every person shall be at liberty to speak, write, or publish his opinions on any subject, being 
responsible for the abuse of that privilege; and no law shall ever be passed curtailing the liberty, of speech or of the press. In prosecutions for the publication of papers investigating the conduct of off ice rs or  me n in public capacity, or when the matter published is proper for public information, the truth thereof may be given in evidence. And in all indictments for libels the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the facts under the direc
tion of the court, as in other cases. SEC. 9. The people shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and possessions from all unreasonable seizures or searches; a nd no warrant to search any place, or to seize any person or thing, shall issue without describing them as near as may be,.nor without probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation. SEC . 10. In all criminal prosecutions the accused 
shall have a speedy public trial by an impartial jury. He shall have the right to demand the nature and cause of the accusation against him and to have a copy thereof. He  shall not be compelled to give evidence against himself. He shall have the right of being heard by himself or counsel, or both; shall be confronted with the witnesses against him, and shall have compulsory process for obtaining witnes
ses in his favor. And no person shall be held to answer for a criminal offence, unless on indictment of a grand jury, except in cases in which the punishment is by fine, o r imprisonment otherwise than in the penitentiary, in cases of impeachment, and in cases arising in the army or navy, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger. SEC. 11. All prisoners shall be bailable by suff
icient sureties, unless for capital offences when the proof is evident; but this provision shall not be so construed as to prevent bail after indictment found, upon examin ation of the evidence in such manner as may be prescribed by law. SEC. 12. The writ of habeas corpus is a writ of right, and shall never be suspended. The legislature shall enact laws to render the remedy speedy and effectual. SEC. 13.
 Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishment inflicted. All courts shall be open, and every person for an injury do ne him in his lands, goods, person, or reputation, shall have remedy by due course of law. SEC. 14. No person, for the same offence, shall be twice put in jeopardy of life or liberty; nor shall a person be again put upon trial for the same 
offence after a verdict of not guilty in a court of competent jurisdiction. SEC. 15. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate. The legislature shall pass such laws as m ay be needed to regulate the same, and to maintain its purity and efficiency. SEC. 16. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, retroactive law, or any law impairing the obligation of contracts, shall be made. SEC. 17. No person's property s
hall be taken, damaged, or destroyed for or applied to public use without adequate compensation being made, unless by the consent of such person; and, when taken, except for the use of the State, such compensation shall be first made, or secured, by a deposit of money; and no irrevocable or uncontrollable grant of special privileges or immunities shall be made; but all privileges and franchises gr
anted by the legislature or created under its authority shall be subject to the control thereof. SEC. 18. No person shall ever be imprisoned for debt. SEC. 19. No citizen o f this State shall be deprived of life, liberty, property, privileges, or immunities, or in any manner disfranchised, except by the due course of the law of the land. SEC. 20. No citizen shall be outlawed; nor shall any person be transported 
out of the State for any offence committed within the same. SEC. 21. No conviction shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate; and the estates of those who d estroy their own lives shall descend or vest as in case of natural death. SEC. 22. Treason against the State shall consist only in levying war against it, or adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort; and no person shall be con
victed of treason except on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court. SEC. 23. Every citizen shall have the right to keep and  bear arms in the lawful defence of himself or the State; but the legislature shall have power by law to regulate the wearing of arms with a view to prevent crime.. SEC. 24. The military shall at all times be subordinate to the civil authorit
y. SEC. 25. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in the house of any citizen without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war but in a manner prescribed by  law. SEC. 26. Perpetuities and monopolies are contrary to the genius of a free government, and shall never be allowed; nor shall the law of primogeniture or entailments ever be in force in this State. SEC. 27. The citizens shall have the
 right, in a peaceable manner, to assemble together for their common good, and apply to those invested with the power of government for redress of grievances or othe r purposes by petition, address, or remonstrance. SEC. 28. No power of suspending laws in this State shall be exercised except by the legislature. SEC. 29. To guard against transgressions of the high powers herein delegated, we decl
are that everything in this "Bill of Rights" is excepted out of the general powers of government, and shall forever remain inviolate, and all laws contrary thereto, or to th e following provisions, shall be void. ARTICLE II THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT SECTION 1. The powers of the government of the State of Texas shall be divided into three distinct departments each of which shall be confided to a se
parate body of magistracy. to wit: Those which are legislative to one, those which are executive to another, and those which are judicial to another; and no person, or c ollection of persons, being of one of these departments, shall exercise any power properly attached to either of the others, except in the instances herein expressly permitted. ARTICLE III LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT SECTION 1. The l
egislative power of this State shall be vested in a senate and house of representatives, which together shall be styled "The Legislature of the State of Texas." SEC. 2. Th e senate shall consist of thirty-one members, and shall never be increased above this number. The house of representatives shall consist of ninety-three members until the first apportionment after the adoption of this constitution, wh
en, or at any apportionment thereafter, the number of representatives may be increased by the legislature, upon the ratio of not more than one representative for every f ifteen thousand inhabitants: Provided, The number of representatives shall never exceed one hundred and fifty. SEC. 3. The senators shall be chosen by the qualified electors for the term of four years; but a new senate shall be chose
n after every apportionment, and the senators elected after each apportionment shall be divided by lot into two classes. The seats of the senators of the first class shall  be vacated at the expiration of the first two years, and those of the second class at the expiration of four years, so that one-half of the senators shall be chosen biennially thereafter. SEC. 4. The members of the house of representativ
es shall be chosen by the qualified electors, and their term of office shall be two years from the day of their election. SEC. 5. The legislature shall meet every two years, at such time as may be provided by law, and at other times when convened by the governor. SEC. 6. No person shall be a senator unless he be a citizen of the United States, and at the time of his election a qualified elector of this Stat
e, and shall have been a resident of this State five years next preceding his election, and the last year thereof a resident of the district for which he shall be chosen, and  shall have attained the age of twenty-six years. SEC. 7. No person shall be a representative unless he be a citizen of the United States and at the time of his election a qualified elector of this State, and shall have been a resident of thi
s State two years next preceding his election, the last year thereof a resident of the district for which he shall be chosen, and shall have attained the age of twenty-one y ears. SEC. 8. Each house shall be the judge of the qualifications and election of its own members; but contested elections shall be determined in such a manner as shall be provided by law. SEC. 9. The senate shall, at the beginning a
nd close of each session, and at such other times as may be necessary, elect one of its members president pro tempore, who shall perform the duties of the lieutenant- governor in any case of absence or disability of that officer, and whenever the said office of lieutenant-governor shall be vacant. The house of representatives shall, when it first assembles, organize temporarily, and thereupon procee
d to the election of a speaker from its own members; and each house shall choose its other officers. SEC. 10. Two-thirds of each house shall constitute a quorum to do  business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner and under such penalties as each house may provide. SEC. 11. Each house may determine the rules of it
s own proceedings, punish members for disorderly conduct, and, with the consent of two-thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same offence. SEC. 12. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and publish the same; and the yeas and nays of the members of either house on any question shall, at the desire of any three members present, be entered on the journals. SEC. 13.
 When vacancies occur in either house, the governor, or the person exercising the power of the governor, shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies; and should  the governor fail to issue a writ of election to fill any such vacancy within twenty days after it occurs, the returning-officer of the district in which such vacancy may have happened shall be authorized to order an election for that pu
rpose. SEC. 14. Senators and representatives shall, except in cases of treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during the session of the legisla ture and in going to and returning from the same, allowing one day for every twenty miles such member may reside from the place at which the legislature is convened. SEC. 15. Each house may punish, by imprisonment, during it
s sessions, any person not a member, for disrespectful or disorderly conduct in its presence, or for obstructing any of its proceedings: Provided, Such imprisonment s hall no t, at any one time, exceed forty-eight hours. SEC. 16. The sessions of each house shall be open, except the senate when in executive session. SEC. 17. Neither house shall, without the consent. of the other, adjourn for 
more than three days, nor to any other place than that where the legislature may be sitting. SEC. 18. No senator or representative shall, during the term for which he ma y be elected, be eligible to any civil office of profit under this State which shall have been created or the emoluments of which may have been increased during such term; no member of either house shall, during the te
rm for which he is elected, be eligible to any office or place, the appointment to which may be made, in whole or in part, by either branch of the legislature; and no mem ber of either house shall vote for any other member for, any office whatever which may be filled by a vote of the legislature, except in such cases as are in this constitution provided. Nor shall any member of the legisl
ature be interested, either directly or indirectly, in any contract with the State, or any county thereof, authorized by any law passed during the term for which he shall ha ve been elec ted. SEC. 19. No judge of any court, secretary of state, attorney-general, clerk of any court of record, or any person holding a lucrative office under the United States or this State, or an foreign 
government, shall, during the term for which he is elected or appointed, be eligible to the legislature. SEC. 20. No person who at any time may have been a collector of t ax es, or who may have been otherwise intrusted with p ublic money, shall be eligible to the legislature, or to any office of profit or trust under the State government, until he shall have obt
ained a discharge for the amount of such collections, or for all public moneys with which he may have been intrusted. SEC. 21. No member shall be questioned in any o ther place for words s poken in debate in e ithe r h ouse. SEC. 22. A member who has a personal or private interest in any measure or bill proposed or pending before the legi
slature, shall disclose the fact to the house of which he is a member, and shall not vote thereon. SEC. 23. If any senator or representative remove his residence from th e di str ict or  county f or which he was elected, his office shall thereby become vacant, and the vacancy shall be filled as provided in section 
13 of this article. SEC. 24. The members of the legislature shall receive from the public treasury such compensation for their services as may, from time to time, be prov ide d by law, not exceeding five dollars per day for the first sixty days of each session, and after that not exceeding two
 dollars per day for the remainder of the session; except the first session held under this constitution when they may receive not exceeding five dollars per day for the f i rst ninety days, and after that not exceeding two dollars per day for the remainder of the session. In a
ddition to the per diem, the members of each house shall be entitled to mileage in going to and returning from the seat of government, which mileage shall not exceed f ive dollars for every twenty-five miles, the distance to be computed by the nearest and most direct ro
ute of travel by land, regardless of railways or water-routes; and the comptroller of the State shall prepare and preserve a table of distances to each county-seat now or  hereafter to be established, and by such table the mileage of each member shall be paid; but no mem
ber shall be entitled to mileage for any extra session that may be called within one day after the adjournment of a regular or called session. SEC. 25. The State shall be divided into senatorial districts of contiguous territory, according to the number of qualified electors, 
as nearly as may be, and each district shall be entitled to elect one senator, and no single county shall be entitled to more than one senator. SEC. 26. The members of t he house of representatives shall be apportioned among the several counties, according to the numb
er of population in each. as nearly as may be, on a ratio obtained by dividing the population of the State, as ascertained by the most recent United States census, by th e number of members of which the house is composed: Provided, That whenever a single county has
 sufficient population to be entitled to a representative, such county shall be formed into a separate representative district, and when two or more counties are required  to make up the ratio of representation such counties shall be contiguous to each other; and when an
y one county has more than sufficient population to be entitled to one or more representatives, such representative or representatives shall be apportioned to such co unty, and for any surplus of population it may be joined in a representative district with any other co
ntiguous county or counties. SEC. 27. Elections for senators and representatives shall be general throughout the State, and shall be regulated by law. SEC. 28. The leg islature shall, at its first session after the publication of each United States decennial census, apporti
on the State into senatorial and representative districts, agreeably to the provisions of sections 25 and 26 of this article; and until the next decennial census, when the first apportionment shall be made by the legislature, the State shall be, and it is hereby, divided into 
senatorial and representative districts as provided by an ordinance of the convention on that subject. SEC 29 The enacting clause of all laws shall be, "Be it enacted by  the legislature of the State of Texas." SEC. 30. No law shall be passed except by bill, and no bill shal
l be so amended in its passage through either house as to change its original purpose. SEC. 31. Bills may originate in either house, and when passed by such house m ay be amended, altered, or rejected by the other. SEC. 32. No bill shall have the force of a law until it 
has been read on three several days in each house, and free discussion allowed thereon; but in cases of imperative public necessity (which necessity shall be stated in  a preamble or in the body of the bill) four-fifths of the house in which the bill may be pending may s
uspend this rule, the yeas and nays being taken on the question of suspension, and entered upon the journals. SEC. 33. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in th e house of representatives, but the senate may amend or reject them as other bills. SEC. 34. After a 
bill has been considered and defeated by either house of the legislature, no bill containing the same substance shall be passed into a law during the same session. Aft er a resolution has been acted on and defeated, no resolution containing the same substance shall 
be considered at the same session, SEC. 35. No bill (except general appropriation bills, which may embrace the various subjects and accounts for and on account of w hich moneys are appropriated) shall contain more than one subject, which shall be expressed in its 
title. But if any subject shall be embraced in an act which shall not be expressed in the title, such act shall be void only as to so much thereof as shall not be so expres sed. SEC. 36. No law shall be revived or amended by reference to its title; but in such case the act re
vived or the section or sections amended shall be re-enacted and published at length. SEC. 37. No bill shall be considered unless it has been first referred to a commit tee and reported thereon, and no bill shall be passed which has not been presented and referred to 
and reported from, a committee at least three days before the final adjournment of the legislature. SEC. 38. The presiding officer of each house shall, in the presence o f the house over which he presides, sign all bills and joint resolutions passed by the legislature, aft
er their titles have been publicly read before signing; and the fact of signing shall be entered on the journals. SEC. 39. No law passed by the legislature, except the gen eral appropriation act, shall take effect or go into force until ninety days after the adjournment of th
e session at which it was enacted, unless in case of an emergency, which emergency must be expressed in a preamble or in the body of the act, the legislature shall, b y a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house, otherwise direct; said vote to be t
aken by yeas and nays, and entered upon the journals. SEC. 40. When the legislature shall be convened in special session, there shall be no legislation upon subjects other than those designated in the proclamation of the governor calling such session, or prese
nted to them by the governor; and no such session shall be of longer duration than thirty days. SEC. 41. In all elections by the senate and house of representatives, joi ntly or separately, the vote shall be given viva voce, except in the election of their officers. SE
C. 42. The legislature shall pass such laws as may be necessary to carry into effect the  provisions of this con stitution. SEC. 43. The first session of the legislature under this constitution shall provide for
 revising, digesting, and publishing the laws, civil and criminal; and a like revision, dige st, and publication may be made every ten years thereafter: Provided, That in the adoption of 
and giving effect to any such digest or revision the legislature shall not be limited by sectio ns 35 and 36 of this article. SEC. 44. The legislature shall provide by law for the compensati
on of all officers, servants, agents, and public contractors not provided for in this constitution , but shall not grant extra compensation to any officer, agent, servant, or public contracto
rs after such public service shall have been performed or contract entered into for the perform ance of the same; nor grant, by appropriation or otherwise, any amount of money out of t
he treasury of the State, to any individual, on a claim, real or pretended, when the same shall no t have been provided for by pre-existing law; nor employ any one in the name of the Stat
e unless authorized by pre-existing law. SEC. 45. The power to change the venue in civil and crim inal cases shall be vested in the courts, to be exercised in such manner as shall be pr
ovided by law; and the legislature shall pass laws for that purpose. SEC. 46. The legislature shall, at i ts first session after the adoption of this constitution, enact effective vagrant laws. SE
C. 47. The legislature shall pass laws prohibiting the establishment of lotteries and gift enterprises in thi s State, as well as the sale of tickets in lotteries, gift enterprises, or other evasions in
volving the lottery principle, established or existing in other States. SEC. 48. The legislature shall not have  the right to levy taxes or impose burdens upon the people, except to raise revenue s
ufficient for the economical administration of the government, in which may be included the following purpo ses: The payment of all interest upon the bonded debt of the State; The erection and r
epairs of public buildings; The benefit of the sinking-fund, which shall not be more than two per centum of the  public debt; and for the payment of the present floating debt of the State, including 
matured bonds for the payment of which the sinking-fund is inadequate; The support of public schools, in whic h shall be included colleges and universities established by the State; and the mainten
ance and support of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas; The payment of the cost of assessing and  collecting the revenue, and the payment of all officers, agents, and employees of the S
tate government, and all incidental expenses connected therewith; The support of the blind asylum, the deaf and dum b asylum, and the insane asylum, the State cemetery, and the public grounds of the State
; The enforcement of quarantine regulations on the coast of Texas; The protection of the frontier. SEC. 49. No debt shall  be created by or on behalf of the State, except to supply casual deficiencies of revenue
, repel invasion, suppress insurrection, defend the State in war, or pay existing debt; and the debt created to supply defici encies in the revenue shall never exceed in the aggregate at any one time two hundred t
housand dollars. SEC. 50 The legislature shall have no power to give or to lend, or to authorize the giving or lending, of the c redit of the State in aid of, or to any person, association, or corporation, whether munici
pal or other; or to pledge the credit of the State in any manner whatsoever for the payment of the liabilities, present or prospect ive, of any individual, association of individuals, municipal or other corporation whatso
ever. SEC. 51. The legislature shall no power to make any grant, or authorize the making of any grant, of public money to any in dividual, association of individuals, municipal or other corporation whatsoever: Provid
ed, That this shall not be so construed as to prevent the grant of aid in case of public calamity. SEC. 52. The legislature shall ha ve no power to authorize any county, city, town, or other political corporation, or subdi
vision of the State, to lend its credit or to grant public money or thing of value, in aid of or to any individual, association, or corp oration whatsoever; or to become a stockholder in such corporation, association, or co
mpany. SEC. 53. The legislature shall have no power to grant, or to authorize any county or municipal authority to grant, any extra compensation, fee, or allowance to a public officer, agent, servant, or contractor after ser
vice has been rendered or a contract has been entered into and performed in whole or in part; nor pay, nor authorize the payment o f, any claim created against any county or municipality or the State, under any agreement 
or contract, made without authority of law. SEC. 54. The legislature shall have no power to release or alienate any lien held by the  State upon any railroad, or in anywise change the tenor or meaning, or pass any act expla
natory thereof; but the same shall be enforced in accordance with the original terms upon which it was acquired. SEC. 55. The le gis lature shall have no power to release or extinguish, or to authorize the releasing or extingu
ishing, in whole or part, the indebtedness, liability, or obligation of any incorporation or individual to this State, or to any county, or  oth er municipal corporation therein. SEC. 56. The legislature shall not, except as otherwise provide
d in this constitution, pass any local or special law, authorizing- The creation, extension, or repairing of liens; Regulating the affair s of co un ties, ci ties, towns, wards, or school districts; Changing the names of persons or places; changing the venu
e in civil or criminal cases; Authorizing the laying out, opening, altering or maintaining of roads, highways, streets, or alleys; Relatin g to ferries or bridges, or inc orpor ating ferry or bridge companies, except for the erection of bridges crossing streams which form bounda
ries between this and any other State; Vacating roads, town-plats, streets, or alleys; Relating to cemeteries, graveyards, or public gro unds not of the State; Authorizin g the  adoption or legitimation of children; Locating or changing county-seats; Incorporating cities, towns, or vill
ages, or changing their charters; For the opening and conducting of elections, or fixing or changing the places of voting; Granting divo rces; Creating offices, or prescribi ng the powers and duties of officers, in counties, cities, towns, election or school districts; Changing the law of 
descent or succession; Regulating the practice or jurisdiction of or changing the rules of evidence in any judicial proceeding or inquiry bef ore courts, justices of the peace, sher iffs, commissioners, arbitrators, or other tribunals, providing or changing methods for the collection of debts, or t
he forcing of judgments, or prescribing the effect of judicial sales of real estate; Regulating the fees, or extending the powers and duties of a ldermen, justices of the peace, magistrat es, or constables; Regulating the management of public schools, the building or repairing of school-houses, and the 
raising of money for such purposes Fixing the rate of interest; Affecting the estates of minors or persons under disability; Remitting fines, pena lties, and forfeitures, and refunding moneys  legally paid into the treasury; Exempting property from taxation; Regulating labor, trade, mining, and manufacturing; 
Declaring any named person of age; Extending the time for the assessment or collection of taxes, or otherwise relieving any assessor or collector of t axes from the due performance of his official du ties, or his securities from liability; Giving effect to informal or invalid wills or deeds; Summoning or impanelling gran
d or petit juries-, For limitation of civil or criminal actions; For incorporating railroads or other works of internal improvements; And in all other cases whe re a general law can be made applicable, no local or special law shall be enacted: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit the legislature fr
om passing special laws for the preservation of the game and fish of this State in certain localities. SEC. 57. No local or special law shall be passed, unless no tice of the intention to apply therefor shall have bee n published in the locality where the matter or thing to be affected may be situated, which notice shall state the substance 
of the contemplated law, and shall be published at least thirty days prior to the introduction into the legislature of such bill and in the manner to be provided by la w. The evidence of such notice having been published shall be exhibited in the legislature before such act shall be passed. SEC. 58. The legislature shall hold its sessions at the cit
y of Austin, which is hereby declared to be the seat of government. ARTICLE IV EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT SECTION 1. The executive department of the State shall consist of a governor, who shall be the chief executive offi cer of the State, a lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, com troller of public accounts, treasurer, commissioner of the general 
land-office, and attorney-general. SEC. 2. All the above officers of the executive department (except secretary of state) shall be elected by the qualified voters of the State at the time and places of election for members of the le gislature. SEC. 3. The returns of every election for said executive officers, until otherwise provided by law, shall be made out, sealed
 up, and transmitted by the returning-officers prescribed by law, to the seat of government, directed to the secretary of state, who shall deliver the same to the speaker of the house of representatives, as soon as the speaker sh all  be chosen; and the said speaker shall, during the first week of the session of the legislature, open and publish them in the presence of b
oth houses of the legislature. The person voted for at said election having the highest number of votes for each of said offices respectively, and being constitutionally eligible, shall be declared by the speaker, under sanction of the legislat ure, to be elected to said office. But if two or more persons shall have the highest and an equal number of votes for either of said office
s one of them shall be immediately chosen to such office by joint vote of both houses of the legislature. Contested elections for either of said offices shall be determined by both houses of the legislature in joint session. SEC. 4. T he gov ernor shall be installed on the first Tuesday after the organization of the legislature, or as soon thereafter as practicable, and shall hold his 
office for the term of two years, or until his successor shall be duly installed. He shall be at least thirty years of age, a citizen of the United States, and shall have resided in this State at least five years immediately preceding his ele cti on. SEC. 5. He shall, at stated times, receive as compensation for his services an annual salary of four thousand dollars and no more, and shall ha
ve the use and occupation of the governor's mansion, fixtures, and furniture. SEC. 6. During the time he holds the office of governor he shall not hold any other office, civil, military, or corporate; nor shall he practice any profession , and receive compensation, reward, fee, or the promise thereof for the same; nor receive any salary, reward, or compensation, or the promise thereof, fr
om any person or corporation, for any service rendered or performed during the time he is governor, or to be thereafter rendered or performed. SEC. 7. He shall be commander-in-chief of the military forces of the State, except when they  are called into actual service of the United States. He shall have power to call forth the militia to execute the laws of the State, to suppress insurrecti
ons, repel invasions, and protect the frontier from hostile incursions by Indians or other predatory bands. SEC. 8. The governor may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the legislature at the seat of government, or at a different pla ce  in case that should be in possession of the public enemy or in case of the prevalence of disease thereat. His proclamation therefor should state specificall
y the purpose for which the legislature is convened. SEC. 9. The governor shall, at the commencement of each session of the legislature, and at the close of his term of office, give to the legislature information, by message, of the cond ition of the State; and he shall recommend to the legislature such measures as he may deem expedient. He shall account to the legislature for all public moneys re
ceived and paid out by him from any funds subject to his order, with vouchers; and shall accompany his message with a statement of the same. And at the commencement of each regular session he shall present estimates of the amoun t of money required to be raised by taxation for all purposes. SEC. 10. He shall cause the laws to be faithfully executed; and shall conduct, in person, or in such 
manner as shall be prescribed by law, all intercourse and business of the State with other States and with the United States. SEC. 11. In all criminal cases, except treason and impeachment, he shall have power, after conviction, to grant re prieves, commutations of punishment, and pardons; and under such rules as the legislature may prescribe he shall have power to remit fines and forfeitures. Wit
h the advice and consent of the senate, he may grant pardons in cases of treason, and to this end he may respite a sentence therefor until the close of the succeeding session of the legislature: Provided, That in all cases of remissions of fin es a nd forfeitures, or grants of reprieve, commutation of punishment, or pardon, he shall file in the office of the secretary of state his reasons therefor. SEC. 12. All vac
ancies in State or district offices, except members of the legislature, shall be filled, unless otherwise provided by law, by appointment of the governor, which appointment, if made during its session,.shall be with the advice and consent of two -thirds of the senate present. If made during the recess of the senate, the said appointee, or some other person to fill such vacancy, shall be nominated to the senate dur
ing the first ten days of its session. If rejected, said office shall immediately become vacant, and the governor shall, without delay, make further nominations, until a confirmation takes place. But should there be no confirmation during the sess ion of the senate, the governor shall not thereafter appoint any person to fill such vacancy who has been rejected by the senate; but may appoint some other person 
to fill the vacancy until the next session of the senate or until the regular election to said office, should it sooner occur. Appointments to vacancies in office elective by the people shall only continue until the first general election thereafter. SEC.  13. During the session of the legislature the governor shall reside where its sessions are held and at all other times at the seat of government, except when by act of
 the legislature he may be required or authorized to reside elsewhere. SEC. 14. Every bill which shall have passed both houses of the legislature shall be presented to the governor for his approval. If he approve he shall sign it; but if he disapprove it , he shall return it, with his objections, to the house in which it originated, which house shall enter the objections at large upon its journal,_and proceed to reconsi
der it. If, after such reconsideration, two thirds of the members present agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent with the objections, to the other house, by which likewise it shall be reconsidered; and, if approved by two-thirds of the members of that hous e, it shall become a law; but in such cases the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the members voting for and against the
 bill shall be entered on the journal of each house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the governor with his objections within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law, in like manner as  if he had signed it, unless the legislature, by its adjournment, prevent its return; in which case it shall be a law, unless he shall file the same, with his objections, in t
he office of the secretary of state, and give notice thereof by public proclamation within twenty days after such adjournment. If any bill presented to the governor contains several items of appropriation, he may object to one or more of such items, an d approve the other portion of the bill. In such case he shall append to the bill, at the time of signing it, a statement of the items to which he objects, and no item so objected t
o shall take effect. If the legislature be in session he shall transmit to the house in which the bill originated a copy of such statement and the items objected to shall be separately reconsidered. If, on reconsideration, one or more of such items be appro ved by two-thirds of the members present of each house, the same shall be part of the law, notwithstanding the objections of the governor. If any such bill, containing sever
al items of appropriation, not having been presented to the governor ten days (Sundays excepted) prior to adjournment, be in the hands of the governor at the time of adjournment, he shall have twenty days from such adjournment within which to file ob jections to any items thereof and make proclamation of the same, and such item or items shall not take effect. SEC. 15. Every order, resolution, or vote to which the co
ncurrence of both houses of the legislature may be necessary, except on questions of adjournment, shall be presented to the governor. and, before it shall take effect, shall be approved by him; or, being disapproved, shall be repassed by both houses; and all the rules, provisions, and limitations shall apply thereto as prescribed in the past. preceding section in the case of a bill. SEC. 16. There shall also be a lieutena
nt-governor, who shall be chosen at every election for governor by the same electors, in the same manner, continue in office the same time, and possess the same qualifications. The electors shall distinguish for whom they vote as governor and for wh om as lieutenant-governor. The lieutenant-governor shall by virtue of his office, be president of the Senate, and shall have, when in committee of the whole, a right to deb
ate and vote on all questions; and, when the senate is equally divided, to give the casting vote. In case of the death, resignation, removal from office, inability, or refusal of the governor to serve, or of his impeachment or absence from the State, the lieute nant-governor shall exercise the powers and authority appertaining to the office of governor until another be chosen at the periodical election, and be duly qualified, or un
til. the governor impeached, absent, or disabled, shall be acquitted, return, or his disability be removed. SEC. 17. If, during the vacancy in the office of governor, the lieutenant-governor should die, resign, refuse to serve, or be removed from office, or be un able to serve, or if he shall be impeached or absent from the State, the president of the senate, for the time being, shall, in like manner, administer the government until h
e shall be superseded by a governor or lieutenant-governor. The lieutenant-governor shall, while he acts as president of the senate, receive for his services the same compensation and mileage which shall be allowed to the members of the senate, and no m ore; and during the time he administers the government, as governor, he shall receive in like manner the same compensation which the governor would have received h
ad he been employed in the duties of his office, and no more. The resident, for the time being, of the senate, shall, during the time he administers the government, receive in like manner the same compensation which the governor would have received had he  been employed in the duties of his office. SEC. 18. The lieutenant-governor or president of the senate succeeding to the office of governor shall, during the entire ter
m to which he may succeed, be under all the restrictions and inhibitions imposed in this constitution on the governor. SEC. 19. There shall be a seal of the State, which shall be kept by the secretary of state, and used by him officially under the direction' of the  governor. The seal of the State shall be a star of five points, encircled by olive and live-oak branches, and the words "The State of Texas." SEC. 20. All commissions s
hall be in the name and by the authority of the State of Texas, sealed with the State seal, signed by the governor, and attested by the secretary of state. SEC. 21. There shall be a secretary of state, who shall be appointed by the governor, by and with the advice  and consent of the senate, and who shall continue in office during the term of service of the governor. He shall authenticate the publication of the laws, and keep a fai
r register of all official acts and proceedings of the governor, and shall, when required, lay the same and all papers, minutes, and vouchers relative thereto before the legislature, or either house thereof, and shall perform such other duties as may be required of him by law. He shall receive for his services an annual salary of two thousand dollars, and no more. SEC. 22. The attorney-general shall hold his office for two years a
nd until his successor is duly qualified. He shall represent the State in all suits and pleas in the supreme court of the State in which the State may be a party, and shall especially inquire into the charter rights of all private corporations, and, from time to time, in the  name of the State take such action in the courts as may be proper and necessary to prevent any private corporation from exercising any power or demanding or coll
ecting any species of taxes, tolls, freight, or wharfage not authorized by law. He shall, whenever sufficient cause exists, seek a judicial forfeiture of such charters, unless otherwise expressly directed by law, and give legal advice, in writing, to the governor and other exe cutive officers, when requested by them, and perform such other duties as may be required by law. He shall reside at the seat of government during his continuance
 in office. He shall receive for his services an annual salary of two thousand dollars, and no more, besides such fees as may be prescribed by law: Provided, That the fees which he may receive shall not amount to more than two thousand dollars annually. SEC. 23. The comptro ller of public accounts, the treasurer, and the commissioner of the general land-office shall each hold office for the term of two years, and until his successor is qu
alified; receive an annual salary of two thousand and five hundred dollars, and no more; reside at the capital of the State during his continuance in office, and perform such duties as are or may be required of him by law. They and the secretary of state shall not receive to their ow n use any fees, costs, or perquisites of office. All fees that may be payable by law for any service performed by any officer specified in this section, or in his office
, shall be paid, when received, into the State treasury. SEC. 24. An account shall be kept by the officers of the executive department and by all officers and managers of State institutions of all moneys and choses in action received and disbursed, or otherwise disposed of by them, severally, from  all sources, and for every service performed; and a semi-annual report thereof shall be made to the governor under oath. The governor may at any time require in
formation in writing from any and all of said officers or managers upon any subject relating to the duties, condition, management, and expenses of their respective offices and institutions, which information shall be required by the governor under oath; and the governor may also inspect their books , accounts, vouchers and public funds; and any officer or manager who at any time shall willfully make a false report or give false information shall be guilt of perj
ury, and so adjudged and punished accordingly, and remove from office. SEC. 25. The legislature shall pass efficient laws facilitating the investigation of breaches of trust and duty by all custodians of public funds, and providing for their suspension from office on reasonable cause shown, and for the  appointment of temporary incumbents of their offices during such suspension. SEC. 26. The governor, by and with the advice and consent of two-thirds of the sta
te, shall appoint a convenient number of notaries public for each county, who shall perform such duties as now are or may be prescribed by law. ARTICLE V JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT SECTION 1. The judicial power of this State shall be vested in one Supreme Court, in a Court of Appeals, in District Courts, in County Courts, in Commissioners' Courts, in Courts of Justices of the Peace, and in such other courts and may be established by law. The Legislature may es
tablish Criminal District Courts with such jurisdiction as it may prescribe, but no such court shall be established unless the district includes a city containing at least thirty thousand inhabitants as ascertained by the census of the United States or other official census; provided, such town or city shall support said Criminal District Courts when established. The Criminal District Court of Galveston and Harris counties shall continue with the district, jurisdiction and 
organization now existing by law, until otherwise provided by law. SEC. 2. The supreme court shall consist of a chief-justice and two associate justices, any two of whom shall constitute a quorum, and the concurrence of two judges shall be necessary to the decision of a case. No person shall be eligible to the office of chief-justice or associate justice of the supreme court unless he be at the time of his election a citizen of the United States and of this State, and un
less he shall have attained the age of thirty years, and shall have been a practising lawyer or a judge of a court in this State, or such lawyer and judge together, at least seven years. Said chief-justice and associate justices shall be elected by the qualified voters of the State at a general election, shall hold their offices for six years, and shall each receive an annual salary of not more than three thousand five hundred and fifty dollars. In case of a vacancy in the office 
of chief-justice or associate justice of the supreme court, the governor shall fill the vacancy until the next general election for State officers, and at such general election the vacancy for the unexpired term shall be filled by election by the qualified voters of the State. SEC. 3. The supreme court shall have appellate jurisdiction only, which shall be contractual organization-extensive with the limits of the State, but shall only extend to civil cases, of which the district c
ourts have original or appellate jurisdiction. Appeals may be allowed from interlocutory judgments of the district courts, in such cases and under such regulations as may be provided by law. The supreme court and the judges thereof shall have power to issue, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law, the writ of mandamus and all other writs necessary to enforce the jurisdiction of said court. The supreme court shall have power upon affidavit or otherw


