
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA. Article I. Bill of Rights A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS made by the good people of Virginia in the exercise of their sovereign powers, which rights do pertain to them and their posterity, as the basis and foundation of government. Section 1. Equality and rights of men. That all men are by nature equally free and independent and have certain inherent rights, of which, when they enter into a state of society, t
hey cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest their posterity; namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring and possessing property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety. Section 2. People the source of power. That all power is vested in, and consequently derived from, the people, that magistrates are their trustees and servants, and at all times amenable to them. Section 3. Government instituted for common benefit. That gov
ernment is, or ought to be, instituted for the common benefit, protection, and security of the people, nation, or community; of all the various modes and forms of government, that is best which is capable of producing the greatest degree of happiness and safety, and is most effectually secured against the danger of maladministration; and, whenever any government shall be found inadequate or contrary to these purposes, a majority of the community hath an indub
itable, inalienable, and indefeasible right to reform, alter, or abolish it, in such manner as shall be judged most conducive to the public weal. Section 4. No exclusive emoluments or privileges; offices not to be hereditary. That no man, or set of men, is entitled to exclusive or separate emoluments or privileges from the community, but in consideration of public services; which not being descendible, neither ought the offices of magistrate, legislator, or judge to be he
reditary. Section 5. Separation of legislative, executive, and judicial departments; periodical elections. That the legislative, executive, and judicial departments of the Commonwealth should be separate and distinct; and that the members thereof may be restrained from oppression, by feeling and participating the burthens of the people, they should, at fixed periods, be reduced to a private station, return into that body from which they were originally taken, and the v
acancies be supplied by regular elections, in which all or any part of the former members shall be again eligible, or ineligible, as the laws may direct. Section 6. Free elections; consent of governed. That all elections ought to be free; and that all men, having sufficient evidence of permanent common interest with, and attachment to, the community, have the right of suffrage, and cannot be taxed, or deprived of, or damaged in, their property for public uses, without t
heir own consent, or that of their representatives duly elected, or bound by any law to which they have not, in like manner, assented for the public good. Section 7. Laws should not be suspended. That all power of suspending laws, or the execution of laws, by any authority, without consent of the representatives of the people, is injurious to their rights, and ought not to be exercised. Section 8. Criminal prosecutions. That in criminal prosecutions a man hath a right
 to demand the cause and nature of his accusation, to be confronted with the accusers and witnesses, and to call for evidence in his favor, and he shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of his vicinage, without whose unanimous consent he cannot be found guilty. He shall not be deprived of life or liberty, except by the law of the land or the judgment of his peers, nor be compelled in any criminal proceeding to give evidence against hi
mself, nor be put twice in jeopardy for the same offense. Laws may be enacted providing for the trial of offenses not felonious by a court not of record without a jury, preserving the right of the accused to an appeal to and a trial by jury in some court of record having original criminal jurisdiction. Laws may also provide for juries consisting of less than twelve, but not less than five, for the trial of offenses not felonious, and may classify such cases, and prescribe th
e number of jurors for each class. In criminal cases, the accused may plead guilty. If the accused plead not guilty, he may, with his consent and the concurrence of the Commonwealth's Attorney and of the court entered of record, be tried by a smaller number of jurors, or waive a jury. In case of such waiver or plea of guilty, the court shall try the case. The provisions of this section shall be self-executing. Section 8-A. Rights of victims of crime. That in criminal pros
ecutions, the victim shall be accorded fairness, dignity and respect by the officers, employees and agents of the Commonwealth and its political subdivisions and officers of the courts and, as the General Assembly may define and provide by law, may be accorded rights to reasonable and appropriate notice, information, restitution, protection, and access to a meaningful role in the criminal justice process. These rights may include, but not be limited to, the followi
ng: 1. The right to protection from further harm or reprisal through the imposition of appropriate bail and conditions of release; 2. The right to be treated with respect, dignity and fairness at all stages of the criminal justice system; 3. The right to address the circuit court at the time sentence is imposed; 4. The right to receive timely notification of judicial proceedings; 5. The right to restitution; 6. The right to be advised of release from custody or escape of the offen
der, whether before or after disposition; and 7. The right to confer with the prosecution. This section does not confer upon any person a right to appeal or modify any decision in a criminal proceeding, does not abridge any other right guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States or this Constitution, and does not create any cause of action for compensation or damages against the Commonwealth or any of its political subdivisions, any officer, employee or a
gent of the Commonwealth or any of its political subdivisions, or any officer of the court. The amendment ratified November 5, 1996 and effective January 1, 1997—Added a new section (8-A). Section 9. Prohibition of excessive bail and fines, cruel and unusual punishment, suspension of habeas corpus, bills of attainder, and ex post facto laws. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted; th
at the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless when, in cases of invasion or rebellion, the public safety may require; and that the General Assembly shall not pass any bill of attainder, or any ex post facto law. Section 10. General warrants of search or seizure prohibited. That general warrants, whereby an officer or messenger may be commanded to search suspected places without evidence of a fact committed, or to seize any person or
 persons not named, or whose offense is not particularly described and supported by evidence, are grievous and oppressive, and ought not to be granted. Section 11. Due process of law; obligation of contracts; taking or damaging of private property; prohibited discrimination; jury trial in civil cases. That no person shall be deprived of his life, liberty, or property without due process of law; that the General Assembly shall not pass any law impairing the obligation 
of contracts; and that the right to be free from any governmental discrimination upon the basis of religious conviction, race, color, sex, or national origin shall not be abridged, except that the mere separation of the sexes shall not be considered discrimination. That in controversies respecting property, and in suits between man and man, trial by jury is preferable to any other, and ought to be held sacred. The General Assembly may limit the number of jurors for civ
il cases in courts of record to not less than five. That the General Assembly shall pass no law whereby private property, the right to which is fundamental, shall be damaged or taken except for public use. No private property shall be damaged or taken for public use without just compensation to the owner thereof. No more private property may be taken than necessary to achieve the stated public use. Just compensation shall be no less than the value of the propert
y taken, lost profits and lost access, and damages to the residue caused by the taking. The terms "lost profits" and "lost access" are to be defined by the General Assembly. A public service company, public service corporation, or railroad exercises the power of eminent domain for public use when such exercise is for the authorized provision of utility, common carrier, or railroad services. In all other cases, a taking or damaging of private property is not for public 
use if the primary use is for private gain, private benefit, private enterprise, increasing jobs, increasing tax revenue, or economic development, except for the elimination of a public nuisance existing on the property. The condemnor bears the burden of proving that the use is public, without a presumption that it is. The amendment ratified November 6, 2012, and effective January 1, 2013—In the heading of the section, after "taking", added "or damaging". In paragra
ph one, after "contracts", deleted ", nor any law whereby private property shall be taken or damaged for public uses, without just compensation, the term 'public uses' to be defined by the General Assembly". Added a new paragraph after paragraph two. Section 12. Freedom of speech and of the press; right peaceably to assemble, and to petition. That the freedoms of speech and of the press are among the great bulwarks of liberty, and can never be restrained exce
pt by despotic governments; that any citizen may freely speak, write, and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right; that the General Assembly shall not pass any law abridging the freedom of speech or of the press, nor the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for the redress of grievances. Section 13. Militia; standing armies; military subordinate to civil power. That a well regulated milit
ia, composed of the body of the people, trained to arms, is the proper, natural, and safe defense of a free state, therefore, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed; that standing armies, in time of peace, should be avoided as dangerous to liberty; and that in all case s the military should be under strict subordination to, and governed by, the civil power. Section 14. Government should be uniform. That the people have a right to uniform g
overnment; and, therefore, that no government separate from, or independent of, the government of Virginia, ought to be erected or established within the limits thereof. Section 15. Qualities necessary to preservation of free government. That no free government, nor the blessings of liberty , can be preserved to any people, but by a firm adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, frugality, and virtue; by frequent recurrence to fundamental principles; and b
y the recognition by all citizens that they have duties as well as rights, and that such rights cannot be enjoyed save in a society where law is respected and due process is observed. That free government rests, as does all progress, upon the broadest possible diffusion of knowledge, and th at the Commonwealth should avail itself of those talents which nature has sown so liberally among its people by assuring the opportunity for their fullest development b
y an effective system of education throughout the Commonwealth. Section 15-A. Marriage. That only a union between one man and one woman may be a marriage valid in or recognized by this Commonwealth and its political subdivisions. This Commonwealth and its political subdivisions  shall not create  or recognize a legal status for relationships of unmarried individuals that intends to approximate the design, qualities, significance, or effe
cts of marriage. Nor shall this Commonwealth or its political subdivisions create or recognize another union, partnership, or other legal status to which is assigned the rights, benefits, obligations, qualities, or effects of marriage. The amendment ratified November 7, 2006, and effective Ja nuary 1, 200 7—Added a new section (15-A). Section 16. Free exercise of religion; no establishment of religion. That religion or the duty which we owe t
o our Creator, and the manner of discharging it, can be directed only by reason and conviction, not by force or violence; and, therefore, all men are equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the dictates of conscience; and that it is the mutual duty of all to practice Christi an forbe arance, love, and charity towards each other. No man shall be compelled to frequent or support any religious worship, place, or ministry w
hatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested, or burthened in his body or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions or belief; but all men shall be free to profess and by argument to maintain their opinions in matters of religion, and the same shall in n owise diminish, enlarge, or affect their civil capacities. And the General Assembly shall not prescribe any religious test whatever, or confer 
any peculiar privileges or advantages on any sect or denomination, or pass any law requiring or authorizing any religious society, or the people of any district within this Commonwealth, to levy on themselves or others, any tax for the erection or repair of any house of public worship, or for the support of any church or ministry; but it shall be left free to every person to select his religious instructor, and to make for his supp
ort such private contract as he shall please. Section 17. Construction of the Bill of Rights. The rights enumerated in this Bill of Rights shall not be construed to limit other rights of the people not therein expressed. Article II. Franchise and Officers Section 1. Qualifications of voters. In ele ctions by the people, the qualifications of voters shall be as follows: Each voter shall be a citizen of the United States, shall be eighteen ye
ars of age, shall fulfill the residence requirements set forth in this section, and shall be registered to vote pursuant to this article. No person who has been convicted of a felony shall be qualified to vote unless his civil rights have been restored by the Governor or other appropriate auth ority. As prescribed by law, no person adjudicated to be mentally incompetent shall be qualified to vote until his competency has b
een reestablished. The residence requirements shall be that each voter shall be a resident of the Commonwealth and of the precinct where he votes. Residence, for all purposes of qualification to vote, requires both domicile and a place of abode. The General Assembly may provide for persons who are employed overseas, and their spouses and dependents residing with them, and who are qualified to vote excep
t for relinquishing their place of abode in the Commonwealth while overseas, to vote in the Commonwealth subject to conditions and time limits defined by law. The General Assembly may provide for persons who are qualified to vote except for having moved their residence from one precinct to another within the Commonwealth to continue to vote in a former precinct subject to conditions and time limits def
ined by law. The General Assembly may also provide, in elections for President and Vice-President of the United States, alternatives to registration for new residents of the Commonwealth. Any person who will be qualified with respect to age to vote at the next general election shall b e permitted to register in advance and also to vote in any intervening primary or special election. The amendment ratified N
ovember 7, 1972 and effective January 1, 1973—In paragraph one, the voting age, formerly "twenty-one", was reduced to "eighteen". The amendment ratified November 2, 1976 and effective January 1, 1977—In paragraph two, substituted "be" for "have been" and removed the durati onal residency requirement of "six months" in the Commonwealth and "thirty days" in the precinct in the first sentence. T
he second sentence removed the language "fewer than thirty days prior to an election" and, after the word "may", added the language "in the following November general election and (in any) intervening". In the last sentence of the paragraph, the less-than-six-months reside ncy requirement for presidential elections was removed to conform with the first sentence. The amendment ratified Nov
ember 5, 1996 and effective January 1, 1997—In paragraph two, deleted the second sentence: "A person who is qualified to vote except for having moved his residence from one precinct to another may in the following November general election and in any intervening elect ion vote in the precinct from which he has moved.", added a next-to-the-last sentence: "The General Assembly may pr
ovide for persons who are qualified to vote . . .", and added "also" preceding "provide" in the last sentence. The amendment ratified November 3, 1998 and effective January 1, 1999—In paragraph two, added the third sentence: "The General Assembly may provide for perso ns who are employed . . ." Section 2. Registration of voters. The General Assembly shall provide by law for the registrat
ion of all persons otherwise qualified to vote who have met the residence requirements contained in this article, and shall ensure that the opportunity to register is made available. Registrations accomplished prior to the effective date of this section shall be effective hereu nder. The registration records shall not be closed to new or transferred registrations more than thirty days before the el
ection in which they are to be used. Applications to register shall require the applicant to provide the following information on a standard form: full name; date of birth; residence address; social security number, if any; whether the applicant is presently a Unite d Sta tes citizen; and such additional information as may be required by law. All applications to register shall be completed b
y or at the direction of the applicant and signed by the applicant, unless physically disabled. No fee shall be charged to the applicant incident to an application to register. Nothing in this article shall preclude the General Assembly from requiring as a prerequisit e to registration to vote the ability of the applicant to read and complete in his own handwriting the application to registe
r. The amendment ratified November 2, 1976 and effective January 1, 1977—In paragraph two, substituted "date of residence in the precinct" for "length of residence in the Commonwealth and in the precinct" and removed "time" of any previous registrations to vote. The amendment ratified November 2, 1982 and effective January 1, 1983—In paragraph two, after "maiden", added "
and any other prior legal" and deleted "of a woman, if married", and after "birth;" deleted "marital status; occupation;". The amendment ratified November 8, 1994 and effective January 1, 1995—In paragraph two, after "to provide", deleted "under oath", after "ha s been restored.", deleted "Except as otherwise provided in this Constitution,", and after "shall be completed", deleted "in 
person before the registrar and". The amendment ratified November 5, 1996 and effective January 1, 1997—In paragraph two, after "full name", deleted ", including the maiden and any other prior legal name; age"; after "date", deleted "and place"; added " res idence address;" after "of birth;"; and substituted "and such additional information as may be required by law" for "address
 and place of abode and date of residence in the precinct; place of any previous registrations to vote; and whether the applicant has ever been adjudicated to be mentally incompetent or convicted of a felony, and if so, under what circumstances the appl icant's right to vote has been restored". Section 3. Method of voting. In elections by the people, the following safeguards shall
 be maintained: Voting shall be by ballot or by machines for receiving, recording, and counting votes cast. No ballot or list of candidates upon any voting machine shall bear any distinguishing mark or symbol, other than words identifyin g political  party affiliation; and their form, including the offices to be filled and the listing of candidates or nominees, shall be as uniform 
as is practicable throughout the Commonwealth or smaller governmental unit in which the election is held. In elections other than primary elections, provision shall be made whereby votes may be cast for persons other than the list ed cand idates or nominees. Secrecy in casting votes shall be maintained, except as provision may be made for assistance to handicap
ped voters, but the ballot box or voting machine shall be kept in public view and shall not be opened, nor the ballots canvassed nor the votes counted, in secret. Votes may be cast in person or by absentee ballot as provided by law . The amendment ratified November 8, 1994 and effective January 1, 1995—In paragraph two, after "Votes may be cast", deleted "only i
n person, except as otherwise provided in this article" and added "in person or by absentee ballot as provided by law". Section 4. Powers and duties of General Assembly. The General Assembly shall establish a uniform system fo r permanent registration of voters pursuant to this Constitution, including provisions for appeal by any person denied registration,
 correction of illegal or fraudulent registrations, penalties for illegal, fraudulent, or false registrations, proper transfer of all registered voters, and cancellation of registrations in other jurisdictions of persons who apply to register to vote  in the Commonwealth. The General Assembly shall provide for maintenance of accurate and current registration 
records and may provide for the cancellation of registrations for such purpose. The General Assembly shall provide for the nomination of candidates, shall regulate the time, place, manner, conduct, and administration of primary,  general, and special elections, and shall have power to make any other law regulating elections not inconsistent
 with this Constitution. The amendment ratified November 8, 1994 and effective January 1, 1995—In paragraph one, after "fraudulent registrations,", added "penalties for illegal, fraudulent, or false registrations," and replaced "sh all provide for cancellation" with "may provide for the cancellation". Deleted provision for canceling a voter's regi
stration for not having voted for four years, allowing the General Assembly to revise laws for canceling a person's registration for not voting. Deleted a paragraph relating to registration and voting by absentee application and ba llot for those in the armed forces or temporarily employed out of the country, and for other qualified voters. [Th
e amendment to this section ratified November 2, 1976 and effective January 1, 1977 and the amendment to this section ratified November 4, 1986 and effective July 1, 1987 were superseded by the 1994 amendment.] Section 5. Qualifications to hold elective office. The only qualification to hold any office of the Commonwealth or of its
 governmental units, elective by the people, shall be that a person must have been a resident of the Commonwealth for one year next preceding his election and be qualified to vote for that office, except as otherwise provided in this Constitution, and except that: (a) the General Assembly may impose more restrictive geographi
cal residence requirements for election of its members, and may permit other governing bodies in the Commonwealth to impose more restrictive geographical residence requirements for election to such governing bodies, bu t no such requirements shall impair equal representation of the persons entitled to vote; (b
) the General Assembly may provide that residence in a local governmental unit is not required for election to designated elective offices in local governments, other than membership in the local governing body; and (c) not hing in this Constitution shall limit the power of the General Assembly to prevent conflict o
f interests, dual officeholding, or other incompatible activities by elective or appointive officials of the Commonwealth or of any political subdivision. The amendment ratified November 2, 1976 and effective January 1, 1977 —In paragraph one, after "one year", added the language "next preceding his election". Se
ction 6. Apportionment. Members of the House of Representatives of the United States and members of the Senate and of the House of Delegates of the General Assembly shall be elected from electoral districts establishe d by the General Assembly. Every electoral district shall be composed of contiguous and 
compact territory and shall be so constituted as to give, as nearly as is practicable, representation in proportion to the population of the district. The General Assembly shall reapportion the Commonwealth into electoral districts in accordance with this section in the year 2011 and every ten years thereafter
. Any such decennial reapportionment law shall take effect immediately and not be subject to the limitations contained in Article IV, Section 13, of this Constitution. The districts delineated in the decennial reapportionm ent law shall be implemented for the November general election for the United State
s House of Representatives, Senate, or House of Delegates, respectively, that is held immediately prior to the expiration of the term being served in the year that the reapportionment law is required to be enacted. A m ember in office at the time that a decennial redistricting law is enacted shall com
plete his term of office and shall continue to represent the district from which he was elected for the duration of such term of office so long as he does not move his residence from the district from which he was ele cted. Any vacancy occurring during such term shall be filled from the same dist
rict that elected the member whose vacancy is being filled. Section 7. Oath or affirmation. All officers elected or appointed under or pursuant to this Constitution shall, before they enter on the performance of their  public duties, severally take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation: "I 
do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United States, and the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and that I will faithfully and impartially discharge all the duties incumb ent upon me as, according to the best of my ability (so help me God)." Section 8. Ele
ctoral boards; registrars and officers of election. There shall be in each county and city an electoral board composed of three members, selected as provided by law. In the appointment of the electoral boards, r epresentation, as far as practicable, shall be given to each of the two political parties
 which, at the general election next preceding their appointment, cast the highest and the next highest number of votes. The present members of such boards shall continue in office until the expiration of their  res pective terms; thereafter their successors shall be appointed for the term of three ye
ars. Any vacancy occurring in any board shall be filled by the same authority for the unexpired term. Each electoral board shall appoint the officers of election and general registrar for its county or city. In ap pointi ng such officers of election, representation, as far as practicable, shall be given to e
ach of the two political parties which, at the general election next preceding their appointment, cast the highest and next highest number of votes. No person, nor the deputy of any person, who is employed  by or holds any office or post of profit or emolument, or who holds any elective office of pro
fit or trust, under the governments of the United States, the Commonwealth, or any county, city, or town, shall be appointed a member of the electoral board or general registrar. No person, nor the deputy or th e employee of any person, who holds any elective office of profit or trust under the gover
nment of the United States, the Commonwealth, or any county, city, or town of the Commonwealth shall be appointed an assistant registrar or officer of election. The amendment ratified November 4, 1986 and effe ctive January 1, 1987—In paragraph two, after "officers", deleted the words "and regis
trars" and added "and general registrar" after "of election". In paragraph three, after "the electoral board or", added the word "general" before "registrar" and deleted a reference to officer of election, and adde d  the last sentence: "No person, nor the deputy or the employee of any person . . ."
. Section 9. Privileges of voters during election. No voter, during the time of holding any election at which he is entitled to vote, shall be compelled to perform military service, except in time of war or public danger, nor to attend any court as suitor, juror, or witness; nor shall any such vot
er be subject to arrest under any civil process during his attendance at election or in going to or returning therefrom. Article III. Division of Powers Section 1. Departments to be distinct. The legislative, exe cutive, and judicial departments shall be separate and distinct, so that none exe
rcise the powers properly belonging to the others, nor any person exercise the power of more than one of them at the same time; provided, however, administrative agencies may be created by the Gene ral Assembly with such authority and duties as the General Assembly may pres
cribe. Provisions may be made for judicial review of any finding, order, or judgment of such administrative agencies. Article IV. Legislature Section 1. Legislative power. The legislative power o f t he Commonwealth shall be vested in a General Assembly, which shall consist of
 a Senate and House of Delegates. Section 2. Senate. The Senate shall consist of not more than forty and not less than thirty- three members, who shall be elected quadrennially by the vote rs o f the several senatorial districts on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday in N
ovember. Section 3. House of Delegates. The House of Delegates shall consist of not more than one hundred and not less  than ninety members, who shall be elected  biennially by the voters of the several house districts on the Tuesday succeeding the fi
rst Monday in November. Section 4. Qualifications of senators and delegates. Any person may be elected to the Senate  who, at the time of the election, is twe nty-one years of age, is a resident of the senatorial district which he is seeking to represent, 
and is qualified to vote for members of the General Assembly. Any person may be elected to the House of Delegates  who, at the time of the electi on, is twenty-one years of age, is a resident of the house district which he is seeking to repr
esent, and is qualified to vote for members of the General Assembly. A senator or delegate who moves his reside nce from the district for which he is elected shall thereby vacate his office. No person holding 
a salaried office under the government of the Commonwealth, and no judge of any court, attorney for the Co mmon we alth, sheriff, treasurer, assessor of taxes, commissioner of the revenue, collector of 
taxes, or clerk of any court shall be a member of either house of the General Assembly during his contin ua nce i n office; and his qualification as a member shall vacate any such office held by h
im. No person holding any office or post of profit or emolument under the United States government,  or w ho is in the employment of such government, shall be eligible to either house. 
Section 5. Compensation; election to civil office of profit. The members of the General Assembly sh all rec eive such salary and allowances as may be prescribed by law, but no increase i
n salary shall take effect for a given member until after the end of the term for which he was elected . No m ember during the term for which he shall have been elected shall be elected by th
e General Assembly to any civil office of profit in the Commonwealth. Section 6. Legislative sess ions. The General Assembly shall meet once each year on the second Wednesday in January
. Except as herein provided for reconvened sessions, no regular session of the General Asse mbly convened in an even-numbered year shall continue longer than sixty days; no re
gular session of the General Assembly convened in an odd-numbered year shall continue lo nger t han thirty days; but with the concurrence of two-thirds of the mem
bers elected to each house, any regular session may be extended for a period not exceedin g thirty days. Neither house shall, without the consent of the oth
er, adjourn to another place, nor for more than three days. The Governor may convene a special session of the General Assembly when, in his opinion, t
he interest of the Commonwealth may require and shall convene a special session  upon the application of two-thirds of the members elected to e
ach house. The General Assembly shall reconvene on the sixth Wednesday after adjournment of each regular or special session for the purpose
 of considering bills which may have been returned by the Governor with recom mendations for their amendment and bills and items of appropr
iation bills which may have been returned by the Governor with his ob ject ions. No other business shall be considered at a reconvened s
ession. Such reconvened session shall not continue longer than t hree days unless the session be extended, for a period not ex
ceeding seven additional days, upon the vote of the majority of the members elected to each house. The General Assembl
y may provide, by a joint resolution approved during a regu lar or special session by the vote of the majority of the members electe
d to each house, that it shall reconvene on a date after the sixth Wednesday after adjournment of the regular or special session but no late r  than the seventh Wednesday after adjournment. The amendment ratified November 4, 1980, and effective Ja
nuary 1, 1981—After the first sentence in the first paragraph, added "Except as herein provided for reconvened sessions," and added a third paragraph "The G eneral Assembly shall reconvene on the sixth Wednesday . . .". The amendment ratified November 6, 2012, and effective January 1, 2013—In paragraph three, after "...upon
 the vote of the majority of the members elected to each house.", added the remainder of the paragraph. Section 7. Organization of General Assembly. The House of Delegates shall choose its own Speaker; and, in the absence of the Lieutenant Governor, or when he shall exercise the office of Governor, the Senate shall choose from its own body a president pro tempore. Each house shall select its officers and settle its rules of procedure. The houses may jointly pr
ovide for legislative continuity between sessions occurring during the term for which members of the House of Delegates are elected. Each house may direct writs of election for supplying vacancies which may occur during a session of the General Assembly. If vacancies exist while the General Assembly is not in session, such writs may be issued by the Governor under such regulations as may be prescribed by law. Each house shall judge of the election, qualific
ation, and returns of its members, may punish them for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds of its elected membership, may expel a member. Section 8. Quorum. A majority of the members elected to each house shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day and shall have power to compel the attendance of members in such manner and under such penalty as each house may prescribe. A smal
ler number, not less than two-fifths of the elected membership of each house, may meet and may, notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution, enact legislation if the Governor by proclamation declares that a quorum of the General Assembly cannot be convened because of enemy attack upon the soil of Virginia. Such legislation shall remain effective only until thirty days after a quorum of the General Assembly can be convened. Section 9. Immunity of
 legislators. Members of the General Assembly shall, in all cases except treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during the sessions of their respective houses; and for any speech or debate in either house shall not be questioned in any other place. They shall not be subject to arrest under any civil process during the sessions of the General Assembly, or during the fifteen days before the beginning or after the ending of any session. Secti
on 10. Journal of proceedings. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, which shall be published from time to time. The vote of each member voting in each house on any question shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be recorded in the journal. On the final vote on any bill, and on the vote in any election or impeachment conducted in the General Assembly or on the expulsion of a member, the name of each member voting in each house and h
ow he voted shall be recorded in the journal. Section 11. Enactment of laws. No law shall be enacted except by bill. A bill may originate in either house, may be approved or rejected by the other, or may be amended by either, with the concurrence of the other. No bill shall become a law unless, prior to its passage: (a) it has been referred to a committee of each house, considered by such committee in session, and reported; (b) it has been printed by the house in whi
ch it originated prior to its passage therein; (c) it has been read by its title, or its title has been printed in a daily calendar, on three different calendar days in each house; and (d) upon its final passage a vote has been taken thereon in each house, the name of each member voting for and against recorded in the journal, and a majority of those voting in each house, which majority shall include at least two-fifths of the members elected to that house, recorded in the a
ffirmative. Only in the manner required in subparagraph (d) of this section shall an amendment to a bill by one house be concurred in by the other, or a conference report be adopted by either house, or either house discharge a committee from the consideration of a bill and consider the same as if reported. The printing and reading, or either, required in subparagraphs (b) and (c) of this section, may be dispensed with in a bill to codify the laws of the Commonwealt
h, and in the case of an emergency by a vote of four-fifths of the members voting in each house, the name of each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the journal. No bill which creates or establishes a new office, or which creates, continues, or revives a debt or charge, or which makes, continues, or revives any appropriation of public or trust money or property, or which releases, discharges, or commutes any claim or demand of the Commonwealth
, or which imposes, continues, or revives a tax, shall be passed except by the affirmative vote of a majority of all the members elected to each house, the name of each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the journal. Every law imposing, continuing, or reviving a tax shall specifically state such tax. However, any law by which taxes are imposed may define or specify the subject and provisions of such tax by reference to any provision of the laws of th
e United States as those laws may be or become effective at any time or from time to time, and may prescribe exceptions or modifications to any such provision. The presiding officer of each house or upon his inability or failure to act a person designated by a majority of the members elected to each house shall, not later than three days after each bill is enrolled, sign each bill that has been passed by both houses and duly enrolled. The fact of signing shall be reco
rded in the journal. The amendment ratified November 4, 1980 and effective January 1, 1981—In the last paragraph, substituted "or upon his inability or failure to act a person designated by a majority of the members elected to each house shall, not later than three days after each bill is enrolled, sign each" for "shall, not later than twenty days after adjournment, sign every". Section 12. Form of laws. No law shall embrace more than one object, which shall be expres
sed in its title. Nor shall any law be revived or amended with reference to its title, but the act revived or the section amended shall be reenacted and published at length. Section 13. Effective date of laws. All laws enacted at a regular session, including laws which are enacted by reason of actions taken during the reconvened session following a regular session, but excluding a general appropriation law, shall take effect on the first day of July following the adjournm
ent of the session of the General Assembly at which it has been enacted; and all laws enacted at a special session, including laws which are enacted by reason of actions taken during the reconvened session following a special session but excluding a general appropriation law, shall take effect on the first day of the fourth month following the month of adjournment of the special session; unless in the case of an emergency (which emergency shall be expressed in
 the body of the bill) the General Assembly shall specify an earlier date by a vote of four-fifths of the members voting in each house, the name of each member voting and how he voted to be recorded in the journal, or unless a subsequent date is specified in the body of the bill or by general law. The amendment ratified November 4, 1980 and effective January 1, 1981—Rewrote the section so that all laws enacted at regular sessions and reconvened sessions which f
ollow will take effect on July 1 rather than on the first day of the fourth month following the month of adjournment, and all laws enacted at special sessions and reconvened sessions which follow will take effect on the fourth month following the month of adjournment, excluding the general appropriation laws. Section 14. Powers of General Assembly; limitations. The authority of the General Assembly shall extend to all subjects of legislation not herein forbidden or
 restricted; and a specific grant of authority in this Constitution upon a subject shall not work a restriction of its authority upon the same or any other subject. The omission in this Constitution of specific grants of authority heretofore conferred shall not be construed to deprive the General Assembly of such authority, or to indicate a change of policy in reference thereto, unless such purpose plainly appear. The General Assembly shall confer on the courts power t
o grant divorces, change the names of persons, and direct the sales of estates belonging to infants and other persons under legal disabilities, and shall not, by special legislation, grant relief in these or other cases of which the courts or other tribunals may have jurisdiction. The General Assembly may regulate the exercise by courts of the right to punish for contempt. The General Assembly's power to define the accrual date for a civil action based on an intentiona
l tort committed by a natural person against a person who, at the time of the intentional tort, was a minor shall include the power to provide for the retroactive application of a change in the accrual date. No natural person shall have a constitutionally protected property right to bar a cause of action based on intentional torts as described herein on the ground that a change in the accrual date for the action has been applied retroactively or that a statute of limitations
 or statute of repose has expired. The General Assembly shall not enact any local, special, or private law in the following cases: (1) For the punishment of crime. (2) Providing a change of venue in civil or criminal cases. (3) Regulating the practice in, or the jurisdiction of, or changing the rules of evidence in any judicial proceedings or inquiry before the courts or other tribunals, or providing or changing the methods of collecting debts or enforcing judgments or pre
scribing the effect of judicial sales of real estate. (4) Changing or locating county seats. (5) For the assessment and collection of taxes, except as to animals which the General Assembly may deem dangerous to the farming interests. (6) Extending the time for the assessment or collection of taxes. (7) Exempting property from taxation. (8) Remitting, releasing, postponing, or diminishing any obligation or liability of any person, corporation, or association to the Com
monwealth or to any political subdivision thereof. (9) Refunding money lawfully paid into the treasury of the Commonwealth or the treasury of any political subdivision thereof. (10) Granting from the treasury of the Commonwealth, or granting or authorizing to be granted from the treasury of any political subdivision thereof, any extra compensation to any public officer, servant, agent, or contractor. (11) For registering voters, conducting elections, or designating th
e places of voting. (12) Regulating labor, trade, mining, or manufacturing, or the rate of interest on money. (13) Granting any pension. (14) Creating, increasing, or decreasing, or authorizing to be created, increased, or decreased, the salaries, fees, percentages, or allowances of public officers during the term for which they are elected or appointed. (15) Declaring streams navigable, or authorizing the construction of booms or dams therein, or the removal of obstruc
tions therefrom. (16) Affecting or regulating fencing or the boundaries of land, or the running at large of stock. (17) Creating private corporations, or amending, renewing, or extending the charters thereof. (18) Granting to any private corporation, association, or individual any special or exclusive right, privilege, or immunity. (19) Naming or changing the name of any private corporation or association. (20) Remitting the forfeiture of the charter of any private corporati
on, except upon the condition that such corporation shall thereafter hold its charter subject to the provisions of this Constitution and the laws passed in pursuance thereof. The amendment ratified November 8, 1994 and effective January 1, 1995—Added a new paragraph after paragraph three. The amendment ratified November 7, 2006, and effective January 1, 2007—Deleted the last paragraph relating to charters of incorporation to churches. Section 15. General la
ws. In all cases enumerated in the preceding section, and in every other case which, in its judgment, may be provided for by general laws, the General Assembly shall enact general laws. Any general law shall be subject to amendment or repeal, but the amendment or partial repeal thereof shall not operate directly or indirectly to enact, and shall not have the effect of enactment of, a special, private, or local law. No general or special law shall surrender or suspend t
he right and power of the Commonwealth, or any political subdivision thereof, to tax corporations and corporate property, except as authorized by Article X. No private corporation, association, or individual shall be specially exempted from the operation of any general law, nor shall a general law's operation be suspended for the benefit of any private corporation, association, or individual. Section 16. Appropriations to religious or charitable bodies. The General As
sembly shall not make any appropriation of public funds, personal property, or real estate to any church or sectarian society, or any association or institution of any kind whatever which is entirely or partly, directly or indirectly, controlled by any church or sectarian society. Nor shall the General Assembly make any like appropriation to any charitable institution which is not owned or controlled by the Commonwealth; the General Assembly may, however, make ap
propriations to nonsectarian institutions for the reform of youthful criminals and may also authorize counties, cities, or towns to make such appropriations to any charitable institution or association. Section 17. Impeachment. The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, judges, members of the State Corporation Commission, and all officers appointed by the Governor or elected by the General Assembly, offending against the Commonwealth by malfeasa
nce in office, corruption, neglect of duty, or other high crime or misdemeanor may be impeached by the House of Delegates and prosecuted before the Senate, which shall have the sole power to try impeachments. When sitting for that purpose, the senators shall be on oath or affirmation, and no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the senators present. Judgment in case of impeachment shall not extend further than removal from offi
ce and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust, or profit under the Commonwealth; but the person convicted shall nevertheless be subject to indictment, trial, judgment, and punishment according to law. The Senate may sit during the recess of the General Assembly for the trial of impeachments. Section 18. Auditor of Public Accounts. An Auditor of Public Accounts shall be elected by the joint vote of the two houses of the General Assembly for
 the term of four years. His powers and duties shall be prescribed by law. Article V. Executive Section 1. Executive power; Governor's term of office. The chief executive power of the Commonwealth shall be vested in a Governor. He shall hold office for a term commencing upon his inauguration on the Saturday after the second Wednesday in January, next succeeding his election, and ending in the fourth year thereafter immediately upon the inauguration of his suc
cessor. He shall be ineligible to the same office for the term next succeeding that for which he was elected, and to any other office during his term of service. Section 2. Election of Governor. The Governor shall be elected by the qualified voters of the Commonwealth at the time and place of choosing members of the General Assembly. Returns of the election shall be transmitted, under seal, by the proper officers, to the State Board of Elections, or such other office
r or agency as may be designated by law, which shall cause the returns to be opened and the votes to be counted in the manner prescribed by law. The person having the highest number of votes shall be declared elected; but if two or more shall have the highest and an equal number of votes, one of them shall be chosen Governor by a majority of the total membership of the General Assembly. Contested elections for Governor shall be decided by a like vote. The 
mode of proceeding in such cases shall be prescribed by law. Section 3. Qualifications of Governor. No person except a citizen of the United States shall be eligible to the office of Governor; nor shall any person be eligible to that office unless he shall have attained the age of thirty years and have been a resident of the Commonwealth and a registered voter in the Commonwealth for five years next preceding his election. Section 4. Place of residence and compens
ation of Governor. The Governor shall reside at the seat of government. He shall receive for his services a compensation to be prescribed by law, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the period for which he shall have been elected. While in office he shall receive no other emolument from this or any other government. Section 5. Legislative responsibilities of Governor. The Governor shall communicate to the General Assembly, at every regular se
ssion, the condition of the Commonwealth, recommend to its consideration such measures as he may deem expedient, and convene the General Assembly on application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house thereof, or when, in his opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth may require. Section 6. Presentation of bills; powers of Governor; vetoes and amendments. (a) Every bill which passes the Senate and House of Delegates, before it becomes la
w, shall be presented to the Governor. (b) During a regular or special session, the Governor shall have seven days in which to act on the bill after it is presented to him and to exercise one of the three options set out below. If the Governor does not act on the bill, it shall become law without his signature. (i) The Governor may sign the bill if he approves it, and the bill shall become law. (ii) The Governor may veto the bill if he objects to it by returning the bill with his 
objections to the house in which the bill originated. The house shall enter the objections in its journal and reconsider the bill. The house may override the veto by a two-thirds vote of the members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the members elected to that house. If the house of origin overrides the Governor's veto, it shall send the bill and Governor's objections to the other house where the bill shall be reconsidered. The second house may ov
erride the Governor's veto by a two-thirds vote of the members present, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the members elected to that house. If both houses override the Governor's veto, the bill shall become law without his signature. If either house fails to override the Governor's veto, the veto shall stand and the bill shall not become law. (iii) The Governor may recommend one or more specific and severable amendments to a bill by returning it with his 
recommendation to the house in which it originated. The house shall enter the Governor's recommendation in its journal and reconsider the bill. If both houses agree to the Governor's entire recommendation, the bill, as amended, shall become law. Each house may agree to the Governor's amendments by a majority vote of the members present. If both houses agree to the bill in the form originally sent to the Governor by a two-thirds vote of all members present in 
each house, which two-thirds shall include a majority of the members elected to that house, the original bill shall become law. If the Governor sends down specific and severable amendments then each house may determine, in accordance with its own procedures, whether to act on the Governor's amendments en bloc or individually, or any combination thereof. If the house of origin agrees to one or more of the Governor's amendments, it shall send the bill and th
e entire recommendation to the other house. The second house may also agree to one or more of the Governor's amendments. If either house fails to agree to the Governor's entire recommendation or fails to agree to at least one of the Governor's amendments agreed to by the other house, the bill, as originally presented to the Governor, shall be returned to the Governor. If both houses agree to one or more amendments but not to the entire recommendation of the


